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UFE OF FREDERIC II., King of Prassia. B 
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The zeligiooft principles of the anthor of thii wozk tbt 
pnbliBhen believe to be perfectly somid — and that the feader 
will find its pages studiously guarded from the leaven of 
anti-christianism in erery fonn. Considering the promi* 
nence of the irreligious feature of Frederic's character, and 
the figure which waa made in the history of his life by the 
circle of French scholars, equally brilliant in genius and 
skeptical in philosophy, that clustered about his court, it is ' 
highly honorable to the writer, that while he has done lull 
justice to his subject, and compiled a woriL of intense 
interest, he has nowhere rendered vice attractive, or infi- 
delity {dausiUe. 

** The woj^ of Lord Dover is well-timed He is a 

fiur and industrious compiler, and is sufficiently conversant 
with literature and society to be able to select with taste^ 
and collect without tedionsness. Here in short are, in a 
moderate compass, the means. of forming an enlightened 
opinion of Frederic, iA at least the opportunity b presented 
of acquiring such a general notion of his education, Ufc^ 
and character, as will be highly usefiil by way of text to a 
deeper inquirer, or altogether satisftctoiy to one who wishes 
to obtain the information only as a part of a general histoi" 
ical store."— 1Fe«<fiitiu<er Remtiw. 

<' We are again indebted to Lord Dover for an interesting 
historical episode* ••• His industry has not been throfm 
away, for its result is a most delightful and coropreh^nstve 
Work. . . . Judicious in selection, intelligent in arrangement, 
and graoefiil in style, these attractive volumes well deserve 
the pains bestowed on their, completion by their aiooom- 
plished author. We think the life of Frederic will meet, 
and we are sure it deserves, a high place in public favour.** 
— tMerary Guzeiie» 

^.A Anther acquaintance with the work has served to 
confim our iavoorable opinion.'' — The AthitutUMu 



Lord Diwet^s laf^ of Frederic U. ■ 
Frederic IL lived in an agp among the vuuA re&ai^Ue 

in the annals of the woild. He was one of those men who 
eonstitate an epodi; who, by their paramount influenee 
upon the events of a particular period, impress it in a degree 
with characteiistics resulting firom their own peculiar sen- 
timents, habits, and proceedings ; who may be considered 
monuments «n the road of ages to designate certain diri* 
sions of time. . . . There is no department of literature eom- 
bintng greater advantages for the dsfibsion of entertainment^ 
and ittionnation of the most desirable kind, than that which 
embraces the accounts of the lives of those personages 
whose position and character nrast cause their biographers> 
to compass the annals of a country during tke period of 
their existence. A union of the respectiv<» attractions of 
history and biography is thus presented to the reader. Ade- 
quate mention of the occurrences and indtriduals of the 
epodi^ «# tiie proceedings and relations of states, with the 
other nquiMtes eif historical compilation, must be encoun- 
tered to a certain: extent, as weU as those more private and 
Ihmiiiar details, appettaining to biography, which are not 
only rqplet» witii intrinsic interest, but often render ineal- 
enlaUe serrioe in throwing light upon the loftier inddents 
that in more dignified annals are not easily ai^ieciated or 
understood. ... As far as mere narrative goes, our author has 
accomplished the objects we have indicated in a praise- 
worthy mannae. He has given a fidUifal picture of Prus- 
sia during the mign of its Ulnstridas monarch, and a svEffi* 
eient insigjit into the intricaoies of the pofitlcal transacdona 
connected with it in one way or another, as well as -a dear 
and aocurats account of the performances said- ehameter of 
the subject of his vohnnes. . • .The story is told with suffi- 
tient perspicuity-and neatness, and there is eveiy appear* 
cnce of niMlienticity about it, resnhiBg from the laudaUe 
iiligenoe and care with which the author se«ns to hsve 
explored and arranged his matoiials.— fltcs Am» Qtutrierly 
Reoiewt Jum^ 163SS. 
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The following pages have occupied the authoi 
of them for some time, aod have extended to a 
greater length than he originally intended ; partly 
from ahmidance of materials, and partly from a 
wish on his part, having once commenced the 
work, to do justice to his subject. ^ 

He was originally induced to undertake the task 
by a feeling,, that a Life of Frederic the Second 
which should collect under one view the authentic, 
yet scattered, accounts of that extraordinary man 
was a desideratum in history and literature. This 
opinion he still retains ; and any want of success, 
he conceives, is therefoi:e to be attributed to his 
own imperfect execution, and not to the defect of 
interest la the history of the hero of Prussia. 

He has endeavoured to avoid the error into which 
historians and 'biographers are too apt to fall, — 
namely, that of becoming so enamoured of the 
character of the person whose acts they are relat- 
ing, that they involuntarily disguise or palliate his 
faults ; and thus present him to the world in too 
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fav^ouraUe a point of view. How far he has sno 
ceedsd in preserving impartiality it remains for 
the reader to judge. 

The authorities referred to in the course of the 
Life of Frederic will be found to consist principally 
of wot'ks already published ; but the 'author has 
also had recourse for information to the manuscript 
collection of the Mitchell Papers, presenred in the 
British Museum ; and to the Correspondence of 
Lord Marischal and Field-marshal Keith, in the 
possession of the Honourable Admiral Fleming. . 
December, 183L 
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The three immediate predecessors of Frederic the 
Chreat on the throne of Brandenburgh were princes 
differing each from the others in almost every quality, 
mental as well as personaL It is therefore smgular 
that they should ail have contributed to the aggran- 
dizement of their house ; which, however, was the 
case. Each in his different way assisted in laying 
the foundation of that structure of greatness and 
power which it was the lot of their more highly 
gifted descendant to bring to perfection. 

The elector of Brandenburgh, George WiUiam, 
died in 1640, leaving to his son Frederic William, sur- 
named the Great Elector, great-grandfather of Fred- 
eric the Second, ** a desolated country, of which his 
enemies were in possession — few troops — allies 
whose affections were suspjected — and hardly anv 
resources.*** Most sovereigns would have sunk 

« MtaMiiea pov serrir il'Hisloin dsia BfaiaoQ do Biandebews. 
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ander such multiplied disadvantages: they only 
enabled Frederic William the better to show the 
extent of his talents, and to prove his title to the 
appellation of*' the Cheat Elector,** by that truest of 
all tests of greatness, the rising under adversity. 
The continued success of his arms and of his nego- 
tiations, and, above all, his wise and paternal gov- 
ernment, which entirely restored to prosperity his 
dominions, reduced by the ravages of the thirty years* 
war to the lowest ebb of misery, have justly placed 
his name among those of the most admired modem 
sovereigns. " He united," to use the words of his 
descendant, " the merit of a great king to the indifTer 
ent fortune of an elector. Magnanimous, benevo 
lent, generous, humane, he never belied his character. 
He was the restorer and defender of his country, the 
founder of the power of Brandenburgh, the arbitrator 
among his equals, the honour of his nation ; and, to 
sum up all m one word, his life formed his best 
panegyric"* 

His son Frederic, the first King of Prussia, who 
succeeded him in 1688, was a vain and frivolous 
prince, — feeble alike in body and mind, and entirely 
devoted to pageants, processions, and the etiquettes 
of his little court. ^ He was great in Httle things, 
and little in great ones."t 

In 1701 he brought upon himself the ridicule of 
Europe by the assumption of the royal dignity, then 
considered as belonging only to much more con- 
siderable sovereigns. But while he thus gratified 
his persona! vanity, he was conferring on his family, 
without suspecting it, an essential benefit. His 
descendants were engaged by this step to use every 
endeavour for the aggrandizement of their territo« 
ries, in order to render their house more worthy of 
the title which had been conferred upon it. 

The royal dignity delivered the family of Branden- 

* M^rooirespoor servlr ft UTistoire d«la Maison de Brandebvqrf 
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burgii from the yoke of serritude under which the 
house of Austria then held all the princes of Ger- 
many. It was a bait which Frederic the First cast 
to all his posterity, and by which he seemed to sa;^ 
to them, / h€tve acquired for you a title-'-make your^ 
selves worthy of it : I have laid the foundations ofyou^ 
greatness — it remains for you to complete the work* 
Prince Eugene seems to have been the only person 
who, at the moment, foresaw the important conse- 
quences of this step ; for he observed, when he heard 
the Austrian court had consented to it, "The emperor 
ought to hang the ministers, who have given him 
such treacherous advice."* 

In the commencement of 1713, Frederic was suc- 
ceeded on the throne by Frederic William, the father 
of Frederic the Great,— -one of the strangest beings 
of whom history gives us any inteUigence,— of a 
temper so violent and ungovernable, that his passions 
almost amounted to madness, — of an avarice so 
excessive, even in his youth, that he hardly allowed 
his family the means of subsistence— of a nature so 
insensible to the feelings of humanity as to have 
twice attempted the life of his eldest son, first by his 
own hand, and afterward by means of a mock trialf 
— ^he yet possessed some of the qualities of a great 
sovereign. His government of his different states 
was .wise and paternal : he encouraged commerce 
and industry, not only by favourable edicts, but also 
by devoting his time and his treasures to these 
olnects. Finally, he was the creator of the Prussian 
infantry, which, for exact discipline, bravery, and 
the capability of sustaining hardiuiips, was then con- 
sidered the first in Europe. 

His fondness for his tall regiment pf guards is 
well known : every countr}^ bordering upon his own 
territories was ransacked in search of giants ; and 
upon more than one occasion he was near going to 

* M toioires pour wenix A VHiauAn de la MaisoD de Brandeboarg. 
f M^moirw de la M argrave de Bareith. 
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war, rather than be compelled to give up his acqmsi- 
tioQs of this kind. Nor was any class of men, or 
any profession, sacred from the violences of the 
Prussian press-gangs. Even priests were actually 
torn from the altars ; as was the case, among others, 
jM^ith the Abb^ Bastiani, who was carried off while 
celebKiUng mass in a village church in the north 
of Italy He subsequently settled at Berlin, and 
was admitted into the intimate society of Frederic 
the Great The extraordinary desire of Frederic 
William to recruit this regiment seems even to have 
got the better of the passion of avarice, which, on 
all other occasions, reigned paramount in his breast ; 
for we find instances recorded, in which he gave 
great sums for single recruits of a gicantic stature 
To one called ** the great Jos^h^^ who apparently 
was a monk, he gave 5000 florins for enlisting, and 
paid 1500 rix-dollars to the monastery he belonged 
to.* In the procuring of an Italian, named Andrea. 
Capra, the charge was as follows : — 1500 rix-dollars 
as bounty money to the recruit himself, and 9000 rix- 
doUars to the persons who discovered and watched 
him, and to those who carried him off by force from 
his own country.f But the most expensive recruit 
of all appears to have been an Irishman, named 
fames Kirkland, for the procuring of whom the fol- 
lowing curious bill was brought in to the king: — 

For the man himself, on condition of hit gi^inf np hit £ ». d. 

person 1000 

Fortheiiendtnfof twoapies 18 18 

The journey fhmi Ireland to Chester SO 

From Chester to London 85 IS 

The man who accompanied him on thejoamejr 10 10 

To himseir on his arriTal 1 18 

Three years' wages promised to him 60 

To some of his acquaintance in London, who helped to per 

suade him 18 18 

A formight's allowance..... 18 

For a uniform, shoes, &.c....^ 19 6 i 

* Friedriehs des GroMsn Jngendjahre, von Fr Fsrster. t Aitf 
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lofoney fipom London to BefUn 91 

Poet-hoTMS ftora Oravwmid to London, and bade 6 

To other persons employed in the bnsineas ■ S 7 

To two soldiers of the gnard who assisted li 15 

To some persons for secrecy r, ....•«• 13 IS 

Expenses at the inn at Gravesend 4 13 • 

Toa justice of peace 6 6 

To a man wbo-aeoompanied and watched him constantly. . S S 

Foraboat • 6 

For letters to Ireland and hack 8 10 

Biaking in all the enormous som, paid flnra single recruit, of JC1900 10> * 

Nor was the anxiety of Frederic William confined 
to the present recruiting of his tall regiment, but it^ 
extended also to the future. One of .his chief cares 
was the establishment of a race of giants in his 
dominions, from among whom his grenadiers might 
always be replenished. In furtherance of this object 
he was accustomed, whenever he saw a woman of 
extraordinary stature, to marry her forthwith to one 
of his guards, without in the slightest degree consult- 
ing her inclinations upon the subject. On one 
occasion, in going from Potsdam to Berlin, he met 
a young, handsome, and well-made girl, of an almost 
gigantic size : he was struck with her, and, having 
stopped and spoken to her, he learned from herself 
that she was a Saxon, and not married — that she 
had come on business to the market at Berlin, 
and was now returning to her village in Saxony. 
" In tlMit case,** said Frederic WiDiam to her, " you 
pass before the gate of Potsdam; and if I give you 
a note to the commandant, you can deliver it with- 
out goingt^ut of your way. Take charge, therefore, 
of the note which I smi about to write, and promise 
me to deliver it yourself to the commandant, and 
you shall have a dollar for your pains.^'f The girl, 
who knew the king's character well, promised all 
that he wished. The note was written, sealed, and 
dehvered to her with the dollar; but the Saxon* 

* Friedrichs des Orossen Juendjahre. Ton Fr. Fonter 
t lliieb^Qlt, SouTenin do Vingt Ans de S4Jouf 4 Beiiia 
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aware of the fate that attended her at Potsdam, did 
not enter tiie town. She found near the gate a very 
little old woman, to whom she made over the note 
and the dollar, recommending her to execute the 
commission without delay, and acquainting her at 
the same time that it came from the king, and re- 
garded some urg^at and pressing business. After 
this our gigantic young heroine continued her jour- 
ney with as much rapidity as possible. The old 
woman, on the other hand, hastened to the com- 
mandant, who opened the note, and found in it a 
positive order to marry the bearer of it Without 
delay to a certain grenadier, whose name was men- 
tioned. The old woman was much surprised at this 
result: she, however, submitted herself, without 
murmuring, to the orders of his msyesty ; but it was 
necessary to employ all the power of authority, 
mingled with alternate menaces and promises, to 
overcome the extreme repugnance, and even despair, 
of the soldier. It was not till the next day that 
Frederic WiUiam discovered he had been imposed 
upon, and that the soldier was inconsolable at his 
misfortune. No other resource then remained to 
the king but to order the immediate divorce of the 
new-married couple. 

The excesses of Frederic William in the use of 
wine, to which he was led, according to the testi- 
mony of the Princess of Bareith, by his minister 
Grumkow, and the imperial envoy at his court Seck- 
endorff, in order that by these means they might ob* 
tain more complete possession of him, shortened his 
days. Though his constitution was an iron one, it 
yielded at last — he became dropsical, and died at the 
age of ^y-one. 

Frederic, the second ef that name. King of Prussia, 
was bom at the .palace at Berlin, on the 24th of Jan- 
uary, 1713. His mother was Sophia Dovothea, 
daughter of George the First, King of England. At 
his christening, at which ceremony he was named 
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Frederic Charles, his grandfather took an opportu* 
nitv of gratifying his own vanity, by naming as god- 
fathers and godmothers of the mfant, the Emperor 
Charles the Sixth, the Czar Peter, the Republic of 
Holland, and the Canton of Berne. The care of the 
first years of his life was intrusted to Madame de 
Rocoule, a female French refugee, who had filled 
the same charge about his father ; and who is sup- 
posed to have first given him that taste for the French 
lanj^ge and literature, in preference to every other, 
which continued to form a distinguishing feature of 
his character during his whole life. 

The eldest sister of Frederic, Frederica Sophia 
Wilhelmina,* afterward Margravine of Bareith, was 
his senior by two years and a half, having been born 
on the 3d of July, 1709. She and her brother were 
educated together, and contracted in early yputh 
that mutual affection, and tibat admiration for each 
other's talents, which continued unchanged and un- 
diminished till the death of the princess. She ap- 
pears to have been a woman of superior understand- 
mg and great instruction. Her life was a tissue of 
apparently undeserved misfortunes. During her 
childhood she was ill-treated both by her father and 
mother. Her hand was at different periods destined 
to Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, to a prince of 
Russia, to Augustus the Second, King of Poland, aad 
to Frederic, Prince of Wales; yet was finally be-, 
stowed upon a little German prince, who was un- 
worthy of her both in station and character. She 
died at the age of fifty, much regretted by her heroic 
brother. 

The year after the birth of Frederic, Frederic 
William ascended the throne ; and the change in the 
manners and habits of the court of Berlin was in- 
stantaneous. The costly retinue and numerous 
household which had belonged to his father were 

• She wai generally called by tbe latter name. 
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dismissed, as well as the learned men who had been 
pensioned and formed into an academy by his mother; 
who, herself a person of great merit, had the good 
taste to be the friend of Leibnitz, and the patroness 
of all kinds of literature. Of the character of her 
husband she seems to have been fully aware : as 
apon a certain occasion, when Leibnitz had sent her 
a paper upon infinite littlenessf she is reported to have 
said, *^ How foolish of Leibnitz to think that I want 
to learn any thing respecting infinite Uttleness ; has 
he forgotten that I am the wife of Frederic the First. 
or does he think I do not know my own husband!'^* 
Her name was Sophia Charlotte, a princess of the 
house of Hanover. She died in 1705, and her char- 
acter is thus given by her grandson. 

^ She was a princess of ^stir^^shed merit, who 
joined all the graces of her sex to the charms of 
talent and to the lights of reason ; she had travelled 
during her youth with her parents into Italy and 
France. She was destined to fiU the throne of 
France. Louis the Fourteenth was touched with 
her beauty; but political reasons caused her mar- 
riage with the dauphin to be broken off. This priur 
cess brought with ner into Prussia the talent of so- 
ciety, true politeness, and the love of the. arts and 
sciences. She founded the Royal Academy: she 
invited.Leibnitz and many other men of science to 
her court. Her inquiring mind wished to become 
acquainted with the first principles of things. Leib- 
nitz, whom she questioned one day upon this sub- 
ject« said to her, ' Madam, there is no way of con- 
tenting you : you wish to know the wherefore of the 
wherefore !' Charlottenburg was . the phice of re- 
sort of all persons of taste : all sorts of diversions 
and i^ies of various kinds rendered this abode de- 
lightful, and the court brilliant. Sophia Charlotte- 
had a powerful understanding : her religion was pu 

* Thftebanlt, SoaTenifS de Vlngt Aim de BAJoor A Beriia 
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rlfied from superstition ; her temper was gentle ; her 
mind was cultivated by the study of aU the best 
works in French and Italian. She died at Hanover, 
in the midst of her family. One of her ladies of 
honour, whom she was very fond of, wept : *Do not 
grieve for me,' she repHed, * for I am going at pres- 
ent to satisfy my curiosity respecting the principles 
of those things which Leibnitz was never able to ex* 
plain to me, concerning space, infinitude, existence, 
and annihilation: and I am preparing for the king 
my husband the spectacle of a funeral pageant, in 
wnich he will have a new occasion of displaying his ^ 
magnificence.' On her death-bed, she recommended 
to the Elector of Hanover, her brother, the men of 
science whom she had protected, and the arts which 
she had cultivated. Frederic the First consoled him- 
self Inr the ceremony of her funeral, for the loss of 
a vrife whom he ought never to have ceased to 
regret* 

To return to the change in the court on the acces- 
sion of Frederic William. We find that he reduced 
his estabhshment to that of a private gentleman ; and, 
to throw ridicule upon his academy, appointed a mad- 
man president, and gave the pensions of the mem- 
bers to regimental surgeons and midwives.t 

After the conclusion of the treaty of Utrecht, 
which took place in the same year in which Frederic 
WilUam ascended the throne of Prussia, and which 
gave peace to Germany as well as to the greater part 
of Europe, the attention of the king was turned for 
some time almost exclusively to the arrangement of 
the internal government of his difibrent states. He 
laboured especially to restore order in the finances, 
the police, the administration of justice, and the 
army, all of which had been equally neglected under 
tiie preceding reign. " He possessed a mind capa 
hie of great appUcation, in a robust frame : there 

t Vie de Froaerle II. 
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perhaps never existed a man with a greater talent 
. for detail. If he descended to the consideration of 
the most minute things, it was because he was con- 
vinced that it is a multiplicity of small things which 
produces great events. He considered every thing 
• that he did with reference to its bearing upon the 
pnenend view of his political affairs ; and by labour- 
ing to perfect the details, he considered that he was 
attending to the perfection of the whole. He re-, 
trenched all useless expenses, and stopped the tor- 
rents of profusion by which bos father had diverted 
the streams of public wealth to vain and unnecessary 
uses. The court was the first part of the state that 
felt this reform. He only kept there the number of 
persons, absolutely necessary for his dignity, or use- 
ful to the state. Of one hundred chamberlains who 
belonged to his father, he retained but twelve ; the 
others took to the profession of arms, or to that of 
diplomacy. He reduced his own expense to a very 
small sum, saying that a prince ought to be sparing 
of the blood and treasure of his subjects. He was, in 
this respect, a real philosopher upon a throne ; very 
diflferent from those who make their barren and use- 
less science consist in the consideration of those ab- 
stract questions which seem to elude our research. 
He gave the example of an austerity and a frugality 
worthy of the first Umes of the Roman republic : 
the enemy of the imposing and outward pomp of 
royalty, his stoical virtue also prevented his maxing 
use of the commonest comforts of life. These simple 
manners and this, great economy formed the most 
perfect contrast possible with the vain pomp and the 
profusion of Frederic the First The political objesct 
which Frederic William proposed to himself by his 
interior arrangements was, to render himself formi- 
dable to his neighbours by the keeping up. of a nu- 
merous army. The example of George William* 

* The Elector GflorgBWaiiaBi,gi«idlhi]Mr to FtainteWiDlain. 
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had taught him how danrerous it is for a prince to be 
without the power of defending himself; and that of 
Frederic the First, whose troops were less at his 
own disposal than at that of the allies who paid for 
them, had convinced him that a sovereign is only re- 
spected in proportion as he renders himself redoubt- 
able by his power.*** 

In 1714 the generals of Charles the Twelfth, King 
of Sweden, beinff unable to resist the united armies 
of the czar and the King of Poland, who were laying 
waste Swedish Pomerania, and had bombarded Stet- 
tin, the capital, consented to deliver that town in se- 
questration to the King of Prussia ; who accepted 
the deposite, and paid 400,000 crowns to the allied 
troops to induce them to consent to the agreement.t 
No sooner, however, had Charles the Twelfth, who 
had now been for eleven months in bed, at Demotica* 
near Adrianople, heard of this transaction, than he 
entixely disavowed his generals, and proclaimed his 
determination of never repaying the 400,000 crowns ^ 
advanced by the King of Pru8sia4 This conduct, 
and a successful attack made by the Swedes upon 
the Prussian troops, who had also sequestered and 
garrisoned the island of Usedom, an important forti- 
fication at the mouth of the Oder, induced the King 
of Prussia, in 1715, to abandon the neutrality he had 
hitherto professed, and to unite his forces with the - 
Russians, Saxons, and Danes, who were leagued to- 
gether to curb the restless and unceasing encroach- 
ments of the Swedish monarch. It appears that it 
was with considerable unwillingness that Frederic 
William brought himself to declare war against 
Charles ; for upon hearing of the conduct of the 
Swedish troops at Usedom, he could not help saying* 
" Why will a king I esteem oblige me to become his 
enemy."^ 

* M6moires poor aerrir 4 1'Histolre de la Maiaon de BrantleboQig. 

t JIM. 

t Voltaire, Hiatoira de Charies HII. 

$ Mimoinw poor aerrir 4 PHiatoire de la Maiaon da BnmdetMMUf. 
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The first enterprise which the alfies undertook Id 
conjonction was the siege of Stralsund, where 
Charles was now arrived from Turkey, and had 
given immediate notice of hi& intention, of carrying 
on the war with renewed vigour. Frederic Wil- 
liam commanded his own troops, which amomited 
to 20,000 men, in person, as did also the King of 
Denmark ;* and ^ thus was presented to Enrope the 
spectacle of a king besieged by two kings in per- 
Bon.'^t The Prince of Anhalt was, in fact, the real 
commander under ^e two sovereigns. The fate of 
Stralsund, and the flight of Charles, are too well 
known to require mention here. The death bf this 
prince, which happened shortly afterward, was the 
signal for peace, which was concluded at Stock- 
liolm ; and Frederic William was rewarded for the 
bravery of his troops by the acquisition of a part of 
Pomerania to the crown of Pnissia. At the com* 
mencement of the siege of Stralsund, Frederic Wil- 
,liam wrote the following letter to his council of 
state at Berlin, which' shows that at this time his 
feelings for his eldest son were what might hate 
been expected from a father, though subsequently 
they became so much and so unaccountably changed. 

^ « JVoTTi the camp hefore Stredsundf 
2eth April, 1715. 
" As I am a man, and may therefore die or b*» shot, 
I command you all, in that case to take care ci Fritz,;^ 
for which God will reward you. And I give you all, 
beginning with my wife, my malediction, and may 
God punish you as well temporally as eternally, if 
you do not buiy me after my death in the vault in 
the chapel of the palace at Potsdam. You are not 
f o permit any feasting or ceremonies at my funeral, 

* Frederie IV., wbo saeoeeded bi« flither CbristianV. in ItlVKud 
AMdUnraeirtalTao. 
t M^moires poor senrir 4 rBfartoIre de la BlaiMfi de Brandebomii 
i Frederie. 
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excei^ that yon shall order the regiments in the 
oeighbourhood to fire a ealiite."* 

At the siege of Slralsund Frededc WiUiam first 
became acquainted with a French refugee, by name 
Dtt Han de Jenduh, who had left France, together 
with his father, on account of his' religion, at the 
time of the revocation of -the edict of Nantz, and 
had since been educated at the French college at 
Beilin. He had accompanied the son of the field- 
marshal Count DOhna to the siege, as his preceptor ; 
and the circumstance of a tutor who followed his 
pupil to the field, so pleased the king, that he deter- 
mined to put him about the prince royal in a similar 
capacity; a determination which, on his return to 
Berlin, he without delay put into efiectf 

Du Han appears to have been a man of some 
merit, -and was adroit enough to obtain the confi- 
dence and afiection of the young prince, during the 
eleven years he continued with him, to a very great 
degree. ^He possessed considerable cleverness, 
and a great deal of knowledge. It was to this pre- 
ceptor that Frederic owed ms instruction, and the 
good principles which regulated his conduct during 
the early part of his life, and which always continued 
to have some influence on his mind.*^ 

The refom of tranquillity in the north of Europe 
enabled Frederic Wiltiam to turn his undivided at- 
tention to the improvement of his kingdom and the 
discipline of his troof^, — ^the two objects which ever 
afterward continued to occup;^ him. For this pur- 
pose he made yearly visits to his different provinces, 
taking with him generally the young Frederic; 
where he redressed grievances, encouraged agricul- 
ture, trade, and manufactures, and exercised and re- 
viewed his troops. He also by degrees increased 
the numbers of the latter, till at the end of his reigr 

* Friedriehs des Grosaen jQsendJabre, toq Fr. F6ntor. 
t IM. X Minioires de In IfiurgraTe de Baxeith. 
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theyjLnounted to 70,000 effective men, considerably 
more than double the force possessed by his father. 
It is said that an accidental circumstance, which 
occurred to him early in life, first ^ve to Frederic 
William the idea, as well as the desire, of increasing 
his military force. This prince in his youth served 
Uae campaigns in Flanders ; and while he assisted 
at the siege of Toumay, he one dayfouod two Eng* 
lish generals disputing together. The one affirm^ 
that the King of Prussia could scarcely afford to 
maintain 15,000 men without the assistance of sub- 
sidies, while the other contended that he could sup- 
port 20,000. The young prince, with some warmth, 
said to them, ^ The king my father could maintain 
30,000, if he chose it.*"* The English took this 
answer for the boasting of an ambitious voung man, 
who wished to magnify the resources of his country, 
but Frederic William, when he came to the throne, 
proved that he had not exaggerated ; and the good 
administration of his finances enabled him from the 
first year of his rei^ to maintain 50,000 men with- 
out receiving subsidies from any power. 

Towards the end of this year arrived the Czar 
Peter the Great, and his wife Catherine at Berlin; 
who seem to have been most unwelcome guests to 
the court, on account of their uncouth and barbarous 
manners, and to the king, on account of the addi- 
tional expense which was entailed on him by their 
visit. Ui)on this occasion he wrote the following 
characteristic epistle to the general directory :-—.** 1 
shall allot 6000 dollars, to be paid by the finance 
directory, to defray the charge of the czar^s journey 
from Memel to Wesel. While he is at Berlin the 
expense of his entertainment will be a separate ac- 
count. I will not give a single farthing more ; but 
to the world you n^ust give out that it has cost me 
30,000 or 40,000 dollars."! 

* MAmoirM poor senrir 4 PHistolre d« la Maison do Bnadsteiiirf . 
t Friedrlchs 4m Otosmo. Jogen^lalure, ton Fr. F6nter. 
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They weie lodged at Monbijou, a psdace belonging 
to the queen, — ^who, to prevent a recurrence of the 
damage which the Russians had caused in all the 
other places they had inhabited, had the house un- 
furnished, and carried away every thing that was 
fra^^ile in it* The czar, his wife, and. all their court 
amved some days after this at Monbijou by water. 
The king and queen received them on the bank of 
the river. The king gave his hand, to the czarina to 
assist her to land. As soon as the czar had disem- 
barked he gave his hand to the king, and said to 
him — " I am glad to see vou, my brother Frederic.^' 
He afterwanl approached the queen, and wished to 
embrace her, but she repulsed him. The czarina 
began by kissing the hand of the queen, which she 
did several times. She then presented to her the 
Duke and Duchess of Mecklenbourg, who accom- 
panied her, and 400 pretended ladies of her suite. 
They were for the most part German maid-servants, 
who united the offices of attendant ladies, of women 
of the bed-chamber, of cooks, and of washerwomen. 
Almost all these creatures carried each in their arms 
a child in rich clothing ; and when they were asked if 
they were their own, they answered, with many 
reverences after the manner of the Russians, " The 
c:^r has done me the honour to beget this child for 
me." The queen would not salute these creatures. 
The czarina in return treated the princesses of the 
blood with a great deal of haughtiness, and it was 
with much difficulty that the king persuaded her to 
salute them.f 

'*I saw all this court the day after4 when the 
czar and fai^ wife came to pay the queen a visit. 
That princess received them, in the great apartments 
of the palace, and went to meet them as isur as the 
guard-room. The queen gave her hand to the 

* M^moirM de la MargraTe de nareith. t iHi 

t II faitlie Prineesa ofBaNltli wte I 



Czarina, flbA,p«ittikiif heron her ritfht, coniQCted her 
to her audience-chamber. The km^ and the c2ar 
followed them. As soon as ^he latter prince saw 
me he recognised me, haying seeh me five years 
before. He took me in his arms, and hurt my face 
by kissing me. I gave him boxes on the ear, and 
fought with him as much as I was s^le, telling him 
that I did not like these familiarities, and that he 
dishonoured me. He laughed much at this ideay 
and conversed with me for a considerable time* 
They had before given me m3r lesson; so>I talked 
to him of his fleet, and of his conquests, which 
charmed him so much that he said several times to 
the czarina that he would willingly give up one of 
his provinces to have a child like me. The czarina 
lilsb caressed me much. She and the queen were 
placed under the canopy, each in an armchair; I 
was by the side of the queen, and the princesses of 
the blood were opposite to her. The czarina was 
short and fat, of a very dark complexion, and had 
neither air nor grace. It was sufficient to see her 
in order to discover her low extraction. From her 
dress one would have taken her for a German ac« 
tress. Her clothes had been bought at a second* 
hand dothes-shop : they were okl-fashioned, and 
excessively charged with silver and dirt. The front 
of her stomacher was ornamented with precious 
stonei^: the design was a singular one— a douUe 
eagie, of which the plumes were set vrith very smaJI 
diamonds, very ill*mounted. She had a dozen 
orders, and as many portraits of saints and relics 
attached along the edge of her gown, so that when 
she walked one thought one heard the bells of a 
mule, as all these orders knocking one against the 
other made the same sort of noise. The czar, on 
he other hand, was very tall, and rather well made ; 
his face was regularly handsome, but the* expression 
of his countenance had something so hanh in it that 
it' frightened one. He was habitM as a sailor^ with 



.t7t7.j jMFs CNP xnsnio n. M 

a dress all of the same colour. . The czarina^ who 
spoke Gierman very ill, and coKdd not understsoid 
what the queen said to her, had her fool brought to 
her, and qonyersed with h^ in Russian.- Tliis poor 
creature was a Princess Galitzen, who had been re- 
duced to act the fool in order tp save her Ufe. 
Having' been implicated in a conspiracy against the 
caar, she had twice received the ktfout I do not 
know what she said to the czarina, but that {urincess 
was in constant ilts of laughter. At length we 
went to dinner, and the coar placed himself by the 
side of the queen. I^ is well known thsit this prince 
had once been poisoned inhisyouth,-- ^mostsnbUe 
poison had fallen on his nerves, which caused him 
sometimes to fall into a sort of convulsion that 
could not be nrevented. An accident of this kind 
happened to him at table : he made many contort 
tions, and, as he had his knife in his hvod^ and ges- 
ticulated with it very near the queen, she was so 
frightened that she several times wished to get up 
and go away. The czar reassured her, and begged 
her to tranquillize herself, as he would do her no 
hs»rm: at the same time he took her hand and 
squeezed it with so much violence in his own that 
the queen was obliged to cry out, which made him 
laugh heartily, saying at the same time that her 
boneis^were inuch more delicate than ^ose of his 
Oatherine. Every thing was prepaved after supper 
for a ball, but he went away as soon as we were 
risen from table^ and returned alone and on foot to 
Monb^ou. The next day he was shown- all that 
was most remarkable at Berlin, and among other 
things the cabinet of medals and qf antique statues. 
There was one among these last, as I have been 
told, which represented a pagan divinity in a very 
indecent posture. This statue was regarded as very 
rare and valuable, and as one of the finest in the col- 
lection. The czar admired it much, and ordered 
the czarina to kiss it. She wished to fefuse,bnt he 
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became angry, and said to her in bad German, hopdb^ 
which signifies, I will cut your head off if you do 
not obey me. The czarina was so frightened that 
she did all that he wished. He asked for this statue 
without the slightest hesitation, as well as for 
several others, which the king could not refuse to 
give him. He did the same with respect to a cabi- 
net, of which all the panels were of amber. This 
cabinet was unique in its kind, and had cost immense 
sums to the king Frederic the First It had the sad 
fate to be sent to St. Petersburg, to the great regret 
of everybody. This barbarous court departed at 
length two days after this. The queen immediately 
returned to M onbijou. The desolation of Jerusalem 
reigned there ; I never saw any thing like it : every 
thing was so entirely ruined that the queen was 
obliged to have almost the whole house rebuilt.*^ 

About this time, according to the Memoirs of the 
Princess of Bareith, where alone the circumstance 
is mentioned, the life of the young Frederic was in 
considerable peril, from a conspiracy which was in- 
tended to envelop in one common destruction the 
Eersons of himself and of his father. In order to the 
etter understanding of this strange story, it is ne* 
cessary that we should retrace our steps to an 
earlier period in the life of Frederic William. While 
only prince royal he had selected as his two favour- 
ites Leopold Prince of Anhalt-Dessau, and the 
general Grumkow. The first a man of talent, ies- 
pecially in his militanr capacity, but ambitious, 
raise, and cruel. His character was violent and ob- 
stinate : quick but prudent in his enterprises, to the 
valour of a hero he united the experience of having 
served in the finest campaigns of Prince Eugene 
His manners were ferocious ; his ambition without 
measure ; learned in the art of sieges, a fortunate 
general, a bad citizen, and capable of all the enter 

* M^motrM d« la MargraTe de Bawtttu 
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pme3 of the Mariuses and the S^^as, if fortune had 
favoured his ambition in the same way it^did those 
Romans.* The other is described as a man of su- 
perior understanding, cultivated, agreeaUe, and in* 
unoating; but concealing under this fair outside a 
tot£d want of principle. The great object of these 
two individuals was, first to obtain and then to pre- 
serve a complete ascendency over the mind of 
Frederic William, in which they were unfortunately 
too successful. Of the means to be employed for 
this purpose they, seem to have been in no way 
scrupulous. The Prince of Anhalt had b^n disap- 
pointed by the marriage of Frederic Wilbam to the 
Princess of Hanover, who was preferred to his own 
niece, a princess of the house of Orange.f Whether 
from a vindictive feeling of revenge toi^ards the in- 
nocent Sophia Dorothea, or from a wish to prevent 
her obtaining influence over her husband, his first 
care after the marriage was to inspire the mind of 
Frederic William with sentiments of jealousy^— a 
fault to which he was by nature too prone, and 
which for many years was the source of great un- 
happiness to the princess. 

The next scheme of the Prince of Anhalt was laid 
in conjunction with Grumkow. They concerted to- 
gether to persuade the king to consent to a project 
for the marriage of his eldest daughter to the Mar- 
grave of Schwedf, nephew of Anhalt, and heir to 
the throne of Prussia in the case of Frederic Wil- 
liam's decease without male heirs. The weakly 
constitution of the young Frederic, then the king's 
only son, gave them hopes that this contingency 
might occur ; and the maiTiage proposed would then 
ensure to the Margrave of Schwedt the entire in- 
heritance of every thing possessed by the house of- 
Brandenburgh. Frederic William listened \rith fa- 
vour to the proposition ; but the extreme youth of 
the princess deferred the final execution of the plan. 

* MemoirM pour senrlr t rHistoire de la Maisoo de Brandebovg 
t MemoirM ds la MargraTO de Baraith 
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In the mean while the health of Frederic improved 
80 much ^hat all hope of profiting by his death 
seemed at an end. 

Determined not to lose the fruits of their intriguesi 
the confederates resolved to effect by violent means 
what nature denied them. A favourable opportunity 
for putting their designs into execution occnnced in 
the amval at Berlin of some comedians and rope- 
dancers. Grumkow engaged to induce the king to 
attend one of their exhibitions, and to take his son 
Frederic with him : in. order to obtain the latter ob- 
ject, he was to urge that the sight of the represen- 
tation would be hkely to dissipate, or at least to di- 
minish, the melancholy fanmour of the young prince^ 
The theatre, which was made of wood, was to be set 
on fire, as if by accident, as soon as the royal family 
entered it ; and, in the midst of the tumult occa- 
sioned by this, the king and the prince were to be 
strangled. The palace was also to foe set on fire, in 
order to add to the concision ; and the crime being 
accomplished, Anhalt and Grumkow were to take 
possession of the government in the name of the 
Margrave of Schwedt, who was then in Italy. The 
king agreed to the proposal of going to the theatre,, 
as soon as it was made to him; and the day arrived 
which was to consummate the scheme. 

^Fortunately, the Count Manteufel, envojjT Arom the 
King of Poland at Berlin, was in the intimate con- 
fidence of Grumkow ; and becoming acquainted with 
the paitieulars of the conspiracy, and behig struck 
with a natural hprror at the turpitude of the crime 
projected, communicated the particulars of it to his 
mistress, Madame de Blaspil, one of the queen^s 
(avourites. Madame de BlaspU 4^d not disclose the 
whole plot to the queen : she appears to have been 
afraid of doing so, knowing how high Grumkow and 
Anhalt stood in the king's favour. She, however^ 
told enough to frighten the queen excecKdingly, and 
advised her in any case to prevent th^ king from 
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gomg to the theatre. The stefxs Bophia Dorothea 
took to effect this object mark very clearl/ the awe 
and fear of her husband in which she lived. She 
seems never to have <?ontemi^ed the making* him 
acquainted with what she knew; but leaving^ ium in 
ignoraaoe^ she eought to detain him from the theatre 
by indirect means* 

The youngr Frederic was intimidated with fright- 
ful descriptions of the repfeseiUation ; andhereldest 
daughter was enJcMnedv by caressinsf and amilsing 
her father, to make him forget the hour of his ap^ 
pointment; and was further toM) that upon her suo* 
cess in this depended the lives Of her father and 
bnHher* The princess describes herself as having 
been successful for some time; but that at length 
the king, remembering his engagement, started up, 
and holding his son by the hand, went towards the 
door of the apartment. Frederic w^pt and resisted, 
to the great astonishment of his father, wheat leneth, 
taking him up in his arms, was about to carry him 
away by force. '* It was then,** says the princess* 
^ that I threw myself at his feet, which I embraced 
and bathed with my tears ; while the queen placed 
herseU before the door, and besought him for that 
day not to leave the palace.*"* The king, suif nsed 
more and mora, demanded from .the queen the rea- 
son of this conduct. She was uiliayble ts give him 
satisfactory answers, but confessed. to him what she 
knew; ana the next day he was made acquainted 
with the whole c<Mi8piracy b^ Madame- de BlaspiL 
Orumkow was confronted with her, and sc^mnly 
denied an^r knowledge of the traasJactioQ. 

Upon this it became necessary to examine further 
into the mystery of iniquity, and the principal pep- 
son appointed for that purpose was the fiscal-general 
Kzteht a friend, of Crromkow's. Katch is thus de- 
9or^^ ]t>y the Princess of Bareith:-r^^ Worthy of 

• lMnfliiMtd9lt HsriMMiteMleMi- 
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the pTOtectvm of Grankow, he was the living image 
of the unjust judge in Scripture, and was feared and 
abhorred by all good people.*^ By ingenious brow- 
beating and cross-questioning Madame de Biaspil 
was thrown off her guard, and led into contradic- 
tions. Finally, not being Me to produce proofs of 
what she asserted, she was condemned to confine- 
ment as a criminal in the fortress of Spandau, while 
Grumkow and Anhalt were restored to favour. The 
Princess of Bareith concludes her relation of this 
singular transaction with the following se^itence : — 
f* I became acquainted with all the particulars which 
I have just related from the queen my mother: they 
are known to only a very few individuals. The 
queen took great pains to conceal them ; and my 
brother, after he came to the crown, had aU the 
writings relating to the trial burnt. Madame de 
Blaspil was released at the end of a year, and her 
. imprisonment was changed to banishment in the 
territory of Cleves. The king saw her some years 
afterward, showed her much civility, and pardoned 
her the past. After the death of this pnnce, the 
king my brother, to please the queen, placed her as 
governess to my two youngest sisters.** 

It has be«n already stated that the history of this 
conspiracy exists only in the Memoirs of the Princess 
of Bareith, so often quoted in this work, and from 
which the circumstances just related are extracted. 
Yet Frederic the Great certainly alludes to it, though 
indirectly, in his Memoirs of the House of Bran- 
denburgh ; where, having given an account of the 
intrigues of a miserable Hungarian, named Clement, 
who pretended to discover conspiracies against the 
[lerson of the king, and who had just expiated his 
offences by a violent death, he adds, *' Nevertheless 
these accusations occasioned the ruin of some for- 
tunes, and caused for a time distrusts and suspicions. 

• 

* MteMiras de !• Marfrave de Btreitlu 
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Calumny introduces itself more easily into the minds 
of. princes than justification.'^^ This passage, and 
the subsequent favour shown by Frederic to Grum- 
kow, whom, on his accession to the throne, he made 
a field-marshal and governor of Berlin, would at the 
first view lead us to imagine that he disbelieved the 
xistence of the conspiracy. A little reflection upon 
the character of this prince will however be suffi- 
cient to make it very doubtful whether he really dis- 
believed it, or only was anxious the world should 
think he did, for political purposes. What those 
purposes might have been it is impossible for us at 
this distance of time to decide ; but, after reading 
tiie circumstantial and clear relation of the conspi- 
racy, which may be found in the Memoirs of his 
sister, who must have been fully aware of aU the 
circumstances and bearings of the case, it is surely 
lair to infer the probability^ that some views of this 
kind occasioned the insertion of the passage we have 
|ust read in the Memoirs of the House of Branden- 
^urgh, and the honours bestowed on Grumkow. 
Upon the whole, we may, perhaps, without dan^r 
^f dialling greatly into error, come to the following 
conclusion : — that the facts stated by the Princess 
of Bareith are generally true ; though, having come 
through the channel of the queen, who was the per 
»onal enemy of both Anhalt and Grumkow, they 
nay have been somewhat highly coloured. 

* MAiBuret ponraerrlr i THistoIre de la Mslton de Bnmdebouf. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



CRniMicr <»r FMdtrie^ Ckiif«raor»-^inBew of Ftad«ri« W!IIIu»-Aad 
of Us 0idMt Iknighlar-ffFitMlarie WiHiam Mdwvoiin to ioaplra Us 
Son with » Military Tasto— Kegotiations with th« English Goait finr 
adouUel^rriBg«~€!e»rge the Firatat CharioltMibarg-4ra!taiiiii4 
JMloiwy of Frederie WiUiam towaida his Ooeev— Bis viotoot ]l0!> 
haTtoaiwFrederic at tlie Ago of Fourteen— Bialiked and ill-treated hy 
his lather— Hypochondriac Malady of Frederic-'QIa Vint to Dreaden 

^^Hia Fathav*aeniel TraatflMntof himeoattanea— UabappgrLUboftlit 
rtuaolan Bii^al Ftunily. 

At the age of six years, his health heing now much 
improved, Frederic was taken out of the hands of 
Madame de Rocoule, and put into piose of the Count 
Finckenstein and Colonel Kalkstein, as governor and 
sub-governor. The former, who had commanded 
the Prussian auxiliary troops at the battles of Blen« 
heim and Malplaquet, having previously served with 
credit in the armies of Louis the Fourteenth, was 
a man of probity and a good officer, but low in in- 
tellect ; and the latter is represented to have been 
of a flattering and intriguing character.* The Prin- 
cess of Bareith sketches him in her severe manner 
thus:— ''Monsieur de Kalkstein possesses a spirit 
of intrigue : he studied under the Jesuits, and ha3 

Srofited much by their lessons. He affects a great 
eal of devotion, and even of b^try* . He is al« 
ways talking of being an honest man, and has man- 
aged to deceive many, who have really thought him 
such. His disposition is supple and insinuating, but 
he conceals under all this fair exterior the blackest 
heart. By the unfavourable accounts which he made 
daily of the most innocent actions of my brother, he 
imbittered the mind of the king, and inflamed him 
against him.^'t Fortunately for the young princep 

* Vie do Frederic 11. 

t Mtoioiraa de la Mai|nt« da Bareith 



Dtt Han continued to eteteiae the oMce of preceptot 
and was his real inatnict^r. He was also mstracted 
in religion by the preacher of 'the court) Andr6; and 
in mathematios and fortification by the Major Schdn- 
ingt an engineer of merit. At the same time with 
these appointments, a separate sfllowance was made 
to Frednric, which at first consiefted of S60 dollars 
yearly, and. afterward was increased to 000 : a mis-< 
erable pittance for the ti^pprt of an heir apparent 
to a crown. 

The year 1719 affords us h\A few anecdotes of 
Ihe court of Prussia* In the course of It the king 
had a Ticdent ilhiess : he also lost his second son 
by a dysentery': his eldest daughter, the Princess 
Vnlhelmina, had the same disorder, foHowed by a 
▼iblent brain fever, but recovered.* She describes 
herself at this time as in a very miserable condition, 
in consequence of the ill treatment she received 
from her governess, Leti the daughter of GregoriO 
Leti the histdrian, who, she says^ beat her cruelly. 
Upon one occasion she was pushed violently down 
stairs by tbas unworthy attendant ; on another a can- 
dlestick was thrown at her head, which cut it se- 
veiiely : in short, she seems to have gone through 
every variety of cruel treatment till the year 1721; 
when the practices of Leti being discovered, she 
was dismissed' with ignominy ; ai^ her place about 
the princess was filled up by Madam^ de Sonsfeld. 

Frederic William admired and loved nothing so 
much, as has been before stated, as his tall regiment ; 
and his sole delight consisted in exercising and ma- 
nceuvring them from morning to night ; an occupa- 
tion' which gained for him, from his brother-in-law, 
George the Second of England, the appellation of 
** The Corporal of Potsdam.**! Such bemg his own 

* M AmoifM da to MnrpBTe de Barsttb. 

t Frederio Willtem retorted by etlUaf George, ** Hon fW^, !« eorat 
^fi.* Mr broHier, the •etor.— Sde Memoirs or the Hotne ot Brmdn 
bwgh. 
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tastes, it was natural that lus first object with his 
son should be to make liim a good soldier. Aeeord 
iigly we find, that as soon as Frederic was eig^t 
^ars old he gave him a sort of arsenal of small arms 
of various kinds, suited to his age and strength ; and 
shortly afterward made him colonel of a regiment 
of boys, the drilling and disciplining of which was 
intended to form his principal study. The mihtanr 
habits and studies of Frederic, which in after-liK 
formed one of the most prominent parts of his char- 
acter, do not appear to have originated in his youth, 
but rather to have grown out of his situation, anfi 
the necessity of his affiiirs, when called upoji to 
wield the Prussian sceptre. On the contrary, we 
find that in early life he preferred his fiute and his 
books to his regiment ; an offience which Fredefic 
William was accustomed to visit with the utmost 
severity, with blows and abuse, and sometimes with 
confinement on bread and water.* 

The yean 1731 and 1723 appear to have been 
principally occupied by negotiations with the court 
of England for a double.marriage between the two 
loyal families ; amevent upon Which the Queen of 
Prussia had set her heart. According to this plan, 
Ihe Princess Wilhelmina was to marry the Duke of 
Gloucester, afterward better known as Frederic 
Prince, of Wales ; and the young Frederic, one of 
ihe English princesses* George the First of Eng- 
land was, as it is well known, much influenced by 
the women about him; to whom, therefore, the 
court of Prussia were obliged to apply for their good 
ofiices in the aflair of the double marriage. From the 
disunion which reigned among them, as well as from 
the characters which have been transmitted to ns of 
them, we may form some idea of the difficulty of 
conciliating their various views and interests in fa- 
I'our of any one object The Princess of Bareith 
^ves us the following sketch of the English court, 

* Vi« de Frederic n. 
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heginninsr with the, kin^. ** The King of Great 
Britain was a prince who piqued himself upon hav- 
ing much feeUng, but unfortunately he had never 
applied himself to discover what constituted that 
quality. There are many virtues which, pushed to 
excessy become vices. This was his ease. He 
affected a firmness which degenerated into harsh- 
ness, and a tranquillity that might have gone by the 
name of indolence. His/ generosity only extended 
itself to his favourites and his mistresses, by whom 
he allowed himself to be jp;oveined: the rest of 
the world were excluded from a participation in 
them. His haughtiness^ since he came to the throne, 
was become insupportable. Two qualities rendered 
him estimable, — ^his love of equity and of justice. 
He was without rancour, and piaued himself on 
constancy towards those whom he liked. His man- 
ner was cold: he spoke but little, and was only 
fond of the conversation of foolish people. The 
Countess Schulembourg, then Duchess of Kendal 
and Princess of Eberstein, was his mistress, or 
rather he had married her with the left hand. She 
was of thft number of those persons who are so 
good, that, in fact, they are not good for any thing. 
She had neither vices nor virtues, and all her study 
consisted in endeavouring to preserve her favour, 
and to prevent any other person from wresting it 
from her. 

*' The Princess of Wales* had^ great deal of 
cleverness, much knowledge and instruction, and a 
great capacity for poUtical affairs. She gained at 
hearts on her first arrival in England. Her manners 
were graciou39 and she was affable: but she had 
not the good fortune to preserve the love of the 
people, as they found means to discover her real 
character, which did not answer to the exterior. 
6he was imperious, false, and ambitious. She hat 

% * QiHOB CaroUno. 
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been often compered to Agr^Niinav and elie wodM 
certainly have cried out, like that empresa, * Let all 
perish, provided I reign.' The prince* her fanaband 
nad not more talent than tiiolung hia father; he 
was of a quick and violent temper, haughty, and of 
an unpardonable avarioe.f 

** My l^dy Arlington, who held the aeeond rank, 
was the natural da^g[fater of the old Elector of Han- 
over and of a Countess Platen. One might say of fa«r 
with truth, that she had d^emess like a devil, for 
it was entirely turned to evil. She was vicious, in- 
triguing, and as ambitious as the other women, 
whoee characters I have just drawn. These three 
women governed the king by turns. Although they 
<iuarrelled dreadfully with one another, their opin- 
ions were united on one point, which was their anx- 
iety, that the young Duke of Gloucester sAiould' 
neither marry a princess of a great house, nor one 
possessed of great talents; in order that they them- 
selves might continue in possession of the govern- 
ment^ 

In the spring of 1723 George the First came' to 
Hanover, accompanied by his mistresses ; and the 
King and Queen of Prussia took the (Opportunity of 
a visit they paid to him there, to renew the discoe- 
sion respectmg the double alliance. At irst difficul- 
ties seemed to ifiterveneybutthe Duchess of Kendal 
being gained over by the caresses of the Queen of 
Prussia, these i^n vanished. Shortly alter the 
return of the king and queen to Berlin, George the 
First paid them a visit at Charlottenburg, a palace 
within a few miles of that city. The day of his 
arrival there, at the end of dinner, he was. seized 

* Afterward GeoifetbaSeoood. 

t Appsrently George tbe First nerer liked hia eon*! wift, thoafh at 
times she may hare bad that tnflQenee over him whieh a stroof mind 
la apt to obtain orer a weak one. Horace Walpoto, in his Raminiwcencea, 
tells na, that tbr king uaed to call ber, ** Cette diableaae, madame la 
prinoeaaaP 

t Uttmoiras da la MargniTe de Bareith 
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with a fit of apoplexy. The queen wished to per- 
suade him to quit the table : but they made civilities 
to one another for a long: time ; at last she got up 
and went away. The King of England began to 
reel on his chair : the King of Prussia ran to his 
assistance, and everybody pressed forward to sup- 
port him, but in vain ; he fell down on his knees, 
and his wig went one way and his hat the other. 
They laid him down softly on the ground, where he 
remained for more than an hour in a state of inani- 
tion. The care that was taken of him brought him 
back at last to himself. All this time the king and 
queen were in a state of despair.* From this attack 
the King of England recovered so speedily, that he 
was enabled to take a part in aU the entertainments 
which were subsecjuently given in honour of his 
arrivaL During his residence with his daughter 
and son-in-law a treaty of alliance between theih, 
of whi^h the double marriage formed a prominent 
feature, was concluded and signed; immediately 
after which event the King of England returned to 
Hanover, and, ^ his manner of taking leave of his 
family was as cold as his first reception of them had 

been.*'t 

Shortly after the departure of George the First, 
the Queen of Prussia was brought to bed of a daugh- 
ter ; and so suddenly, that, there being no other as 
sistance at hand, the king was obliged to act as 
midwife upon the occasion. This princess was the 
unhappy AmeUa, whose subsequent life and misfor- 
tunes are so well known. 

At the end of this year the King of Prussia paid 
anoUier visit to his' father-insiaw at his country 
palace of Goher, near Hanover. Grumkow went 
with him, and, if we may believe the Princess of 
Bareith, emj^o^ed himself most infamously during 

MemolrM <• la MargraTe 49 BarolUi t nrid 
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this expedition, in exciting the Jeal-OQs feelings of 
the king against his wife ; wishing to diminish her 
credit and influence, and thereby to increase his 
own. The consequence was a dreadfol scene 
** The king, at the end of a fortnight, returned to 
Berlin in a fury. He received his children kindly, 
but refused to see the queen. He went through, her 
bedchamber,.in order to go to supper, without speak- 
ing to her. The 'queen, and we all, were in the 
most cruel state of uneasiness on account of this 
proceeding. She spoke to him at length, and ex« 
pressed to him, in the mildest and most affectionate 
terms, her unhappiness at his manner of acting 
towards her. He only answered her by abuse and 
reproaches * on her pretended infidelity ; and if 
Madame de Kamken had not persuaded him to go 
away, his passion would perhaps have led him to 
some direadful act of violence. The following day 
he assembled the court physicians, HoltzendoH^ the 
surgeon major of his regiment, and Madame de 
Kamken, for the purpose of examining into the con- 
duct of the queen. They all took the part of that 
princess violently. - Madame de * Kamken even 
^treated the king himself very harshly, and showed 
him ^e injustice of his- suspicions. In fact, the vir- 
tue of the queen was without reproach, and the 
blackest calumny has never been able to say any 
thing against it. The king returned to his senses ; 
begged pardon of the queen with many tears, which 
showed the goodness of his heart , and peace was 
re-established."* 

Early in the following year George the First paid 
another visit to Hanover. The King and Queen of 
Prussia did not fail to meet him there, and to renew 
i\te discussion of the double m«rriage. This was 
uow considered as certain ; but the execution of it 
was deferred for the present, as well on account of 

^ • • 

* Mteioires de la MargraTa de Bareitlk 



1726.] j^iFE or FIUSD8RI0 n. 43 

the extreme youth of the parties, as from the neces- 
sity that existed of laying the proposition before the 
English parliament Ai&r a short stay at Hanover, 
the King, of Prussia returned to Berhn ; but the 
queen remained some months longer with her father. 
Frederic William hadpermitted her to do so, hoping, 
that by the influence of her presence, she might be 
enabled to get rid of the delays before stated respect- 
ing the marriages ; especially with regard to that of 
the Princess Wilhelmina with the Duke of Gloucester, 
which he was particularly anxious should take place 
this year. Findingt upon her return to Berlin, that 
she had not been able to effect these objects, he 
quarrelled violently with her, liad all the communi- 
cations between her apartment and his shut up, and 
refused to see or be reconciled to her for near six 
weeks** From this circumstance we may form some 
. idea, not only of the violence, but also of the unrea- 
sonableness of the temper of Frederic William. 

In the beginning of the year 1726 another prince 
was horn to the royal house of Prussia, who was 
named Henry, and who became afterward so cele- 
brated in the history of his country. 

At this time the young Frederic, who was now 
arrived at the age of fourteen, is. thus described by 
the Princess of Bareith :^ He was the most anriiabr^; 
prince possible ; handsome and well made. His in- 
tellect was superior to his age ; and he possessed all 
the qualities whioh can compose a perfect princc^^f 
Such merits, it might be supposed, would have in- 
spired his father with affection for him ; yet it is just 
at this time that we first find mention made of his 
growing dislike to him. The origin of this unnatural 
feeling is not exactly known, but the fact is men- 
tioned by his sister in her Memoirs,^ and is most 
fully confirmed by subsequent events. It was prob* 
ably increased, if not occasioned, by the dissimilarity 

* M6inoii«)8 de la Margrave de Barcith. t Ibid. t J^ii» 
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of the pursuits of the father and son, which, at 
Frederic grew up, became more and more apparent 
every day. Among other causes of complaint which 
excited the anger of Frederic William against his 
son, none did so more than the taste of the latter for 
dress and fine clothes (a taste which,'however, early 
le^ him, and gave ptece to an extreme of negh- 
gence rarely equalled), which, joined to his love of 
music and French literature, occasioned his father 
to say of him, with expressions of the greatest con- 
tempt, ** He is nothing but a coxcomb and a French 
wit who will ruin dl that I have done.*'*- 

The following anecdote will ex|4ain, as well as 
justify, the terror in which Frederic lived, lest his 
father should at any time discover him occupied in 
his favourite pursuits. Quanz, a celebrated flute- 
player o^ that time, came to Berlin in the suite of 
Augustus King of Poland, and was accustomed to 
come to the prince, at the hours when the king was 
known to be otherwise engaged, for the purpose of 
accompanying him. On these occasions Frederic 
used to gratify his love of dress, by taking off his 
uniform, and putting on a coat of gold brocade, with 
his hair dressed in the French fashion, and tied in a 
bag behind ; and he insisted upon Quanx being attired 
in a similar nianner. On one occasion Frederic 
William arrived unexpectedly, upon which Quanz 
hid himself in the chimney, the flutes and music 
were thrown aside, and Fredenc hastily reassumed 
his uniform. Thus far all remained umliscovered ; 
but the unfortunate bag, which Frederic had not had 
time to take off; soon betrayed to the king that 
something extraordinary had been happening. He 
searched the room, found the brocade coat and the 
music, and had them instantiy bunit ; some FVench 
books, which he also discovered, he oordered to be 

* *< Ce n'eat qu'iin petit-malcre et ua bel-«qprit Fmifiaia, qui hx 
^an toQte ma bea(«ae."— Tbiebauit, SoaT«iitti do V^gl Aaa ^ 9^ 
riBarliii. 
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sent back to the bookseller ; and again forbade his 
8Qn» upon pain of his highest dis[deasure, either to 
instnict his mind or to adorn his person. Quanz, 
fortunately for himself, remained undiscovered in the 
chimney.* 

The Princess of Bareith attributes much of the 
hostile feeling of Frederic William towards his eldest 
son to the insinuations of the Count Beckei^orff, 
the Austrian envoy at the court of Berlin; who, 
having instructions from his court to endeavour to 
break off the projected double alliance between the 
royal family of England and that of Prussia, imagined 
that sowing dissensions among the latter would be 
one of the most effectual means of obtaining this 
ofajectf The intrigues of Seckendorff had the efiect 
of delajring these marriages ; and the death of 
George the First, whicfi happened at this time, put a 
final end to the negotiations upon the subject. 
jGeorge the Second appears never to have given in 
to the idea; though his sister, the Queen of Prussia, 
whose darling object in life seems to have been the 
marryin^^ her daughter to her nephew, continued to 
mdulge m groundless hopes and expectations for 
some years longer. 

The predominant feeling in the breast of this 
princess was her attachment to the house of Han- 
over ; and the next after that was her love for her 
eldest son, which was repaid by him with the sin- 
merest affection and the most constant and unceasing 
respect. Her conduct through life was exemplary in 
the midst of hardships, privations, ^and ill treatment 
on th^ part of her brutal husband.^ To the advan- 
tages of a good figure, a handsome face, and great 
dignity of carriage and manner, she united a culti- 
vated mind, distinguished for its habitual good and 
sound sense, though tinctured with a certani degree 

* FrMrteha ilea Onwaen JofBadlalira, wan Fr. Ftealar. 

f If ^iiMirw d« Ift MurgrtT« de mrdtli. 

t Ibid. TMetavlc, Sottvwln de Vingt Am de S^jour A Borim 
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of the pride and haaghttness which were then the 
attributes of her race. She lived to the age of 
eighty, and in her old age became so enormously fat, 
that chairs of an extraordinary size were obliged to 
be constructed for her use.* 

The great object of the Austrian court was to de- 
tach that of Prussia from the strict and intimate aU 
Hance which the circumstances of relationship, re*- 
agion, and common interest had occamoned between 
it and Great Britain.f Henee arose the intrigues 
which have been Just alluded to, for the purpose of 
preventing the double marriage, and some others 
which occurred shortly ailierward^ In order to 
the better understanding of the latter, it will be 
necessary to give some idea of the alliances existing 
in Europe at the period we are now treating of. 

In 1735 the emperor had made a secret trealy of 
.commerce with Spain (to which Russia afterward 
acceded), in favour of his new trading establish- 
ments at Ostend ; one of the articles of which was 
an engagement on his part to compel the restoration 
of Gibraltar and Port M ahon, then in the possession 
of the English, to the Spaniards.^ Hie maritime 
powers soon discovered the plans of Austria, and, in 
order to prevent their success, concluded a defen- 
sive alliance with one another, in which Prussia was 
included. The court of Vienna, terrified at this 
league, which they had not power to resist openly, 
determined upon endeavouring to dissolve it hf 
means of intrigues. In furtherance of this purpose 
the Connt Seckendorff, who was previousdy well 
known to Grumkow, the King of Frussia^s prime 
minister, was sent to Berlin, with orders to leave no 
means untried to gain influence over the king, and 
to lead him to a coincidence with the views and de~ 

* liBltrM et M^moirea dn Baron de PailnitK. 

t Thtebaalt, Sooyeaira de Vtngt Ana de S^janr A Berlin. 

t MAiDoirea de la Maripuve de Bareith. 

i MAmoifw pour senrir & I'Bistoire da U Maiaon de Brandebouif 
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signs of the Austrian cabinet. The character of this 
envoy, if we may tnist the delineation of it given by 
the great Frederic, was '^sordid and venal: hisman- 
ners were vulgar and uncultivated. Falsehood was 
become so habitual tp him that he had lost the 
power of speakmg the truth. -His soul was that' of 
a usurer, which passed sometimes into the body 
of a soldier, sometimes into that of a negotiator.*^* 
Seckendorff arrived at Berlin loaded with Spanish 
gold, which he distributed with profusion: and that 
poor and venal court was immediately at his dispo- 
saL He attached himself forthwith to Grumkow, 
who became the confederate of all his schemes. 
The king, who had formerly known him during the 
war of Flanders, at the siege of Toumay, and at the 
battle of Malplaquet, a circumstance which of itself 
was sufficient to inspire him with favourable im- 

Eressions of his character, and who now found in 
im a boon companion of his drunken orgies, soon 
granted him his confidence ; and eventually allowed 
his judgment to be entirely directed by him and his 
accomplice Grumkow. 

Frederic William had also been greatly propitiated 
by a present from the emperor of a company of 
gigantic soldiers, who followed in the train of Seck- 
endorff { and who arrived most opportunely for the 
Austrian interests, just at the moment when Frede- 
ric WiUiam was engaged in quarrelling with the new 
King of England, George the Second, on account of 
a demand made by the latter for the immediate resti- 
tution of some tail Hanoverians, who had been kid- 
nappied by a Prussian press-gang. The success of 
the intrigues of Seckendorif and Grumkow in pre- 
venting the double marriage has .been already re- 
lated, and we have seen that the means employed 
by them to effect their end were of the least justi- 
fiable kind. The next step taken by the confederates 

* MemrirM poor MTVlr A l^HlatdM d« la MaiMn de Brandebcvrg. 
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>iira8 a negotiation with the court of Dresden, always 
devoted to that of Vienna, for a marriage between 
the princess royal of Prussia and Augustus the 
Second, King of Poland and Elector of Saxony. If 
they could accomplish this, a double benefit was ob- 
tained, — ^tlie queen's English views were put an end 
to, and the king was more strongly riveted to the 
Austrian alliance. 

The health of Frederic William was beginning to 
give way under his constant debauches in the use 
of wine ; and about this time he fell into a sort of 
hypochondriac msdady, which took a religious turn.* 
He had always been very exact in his devotions, in 
attending churches, communicating, &c. He now 
redoubled these practices ; fori>ade his family to talk 
upon any subject but religion, and read them daily 
sermons ; after which one of his valets gave out a 
psalm, which the whole family were compelled to 
sing ; and the slightest inattention to these exercises 
was punished with brutal severity. As his disorder 
increased, he began to talk of abdicating the throne 
in favour of his son, and of retiring with his wife and 
children, upon a pension of ten thousand crowns, to 
one of his country palaces, called Vousterhausen. 
** There,** said he, ^ I shall pray to God, and take 
care of my farm ; while my wife and daughters will 
manage the household affairs. Youf (to his eldest 
daughter), who are clever, shall have the inspection 
of the linen, which you will make up, and of the 
washing ; Frederica,f who is avaricious, shall take 
care of the provisions ; Charlotte^ shall go to market 
to buy us food ; and my wife will manage the little 
ones and the kitchen.'*!] This sort of insanity went 
so far, that Seckendorff and Grumkow became 

* M^moires de la MarsraTe de Barrith. 
t Afterward Margravine of Barelth. 
X Afterward MargrayiDeof Anapach. 
« Afterward Duchess orBnuiswick. 
Q Mimotna de la Margnre de Baraitli 
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alarmed ; and; in order to dissipate the king's melan* 
ciioly, as well as to promote their other plans, they 
persuaded him to pay a visit to the King of Poland 
at Dre'sden.;. 

Accordingly in the month of January, 1728, Frede- 
ric William made this journey, accompanied by his 
son, the young Frederic, then sixteen years of age, 
whom, from the dislike he already felt towards him, 
he was with much difficulty persuaded to take with 
him. The description jof the court of Augustus the 
Second at this period is thus given by the pen of a 
contemporary writer: — "This court was then the 
most brilliant in Germany. Magnificence was there 
carried to excess : all the pleasures reigned in it. It 
might properly have been called the island of Cy- 
thera. The women there were very pleasing, and 
the courtiers very polite. The* king had a sort of 
seraglio of the most beautiful women of the coun- 
try. When he died it was calculated that he had 
had 354 children bv his mistresses. All his court 
followed his example : the air breathed nothing but 
luxury ; and Bacchus and Venus were the twq divini- 
ties in fashion.''* The person of the Kinjj^ of Po- 
land is thus described : — ^" This prince, who was then 
fifty years old, was majestic in his carriage and 
countenance. An affable and polite manner accom- 
panied all his movements and actions. His dread- 
ful debauches had occasioned an accident to his 
right foot, which prevented his walking or standing 
for any length of time. It had been already gan- 
grened, and they had only saved his foot by ampu- 
tating two of his toes ; the wound had never healed, 
and he suffered prodigiously from it."! 

The pleasures of the court of Augustus soon re- 
moved the melancholy of the King of Prussia ; and 
while the two sovereigns passed their time in amuse- 
ments by day, and in drunken orgies by night, their 

* M^inoires de la BUrgraye de Bareith. t J^^ 
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respective ministers arranged a treaty between them 
one of the articles of which was the marriage of the 
King of Poland with the Princess Royal of l^russia ; 
which was subsequently prevented from taking effect 
by the refusal of the Prince of Saxony, afterward 
Augustus the Third, to ratify and guaranty the mar 
riage articles. As illustrative of the manners of 
what was then considered the most polished court ui 
Germany, an anecdote of a scene which took place 
at Dresden during the visit of Frederic William, and 
which is related by the Margravine of Bareith, may 
be worth mentioning^; and, considering the nature 
of it, it win perhaps be best to give it in the very 
words of that princess : — '* One evening, when they 
had sacrificed largely to Bacchus, the King of Po- 
land conducted the^king (of Prussia), without his 
being aware of it, into a richly decorated bed-cham- 
ber, of which the furniture and arrangement were 
both in exquisite taste. The king, charmed with 
what he saw, stopped to look round him, when sud- 
denly a curtain was drawn up, which discovered to 
Him a most extraordinary sight, — ^a young girl, in the 
state of our first parents, negligently reclining on a 
bed. She was more beautiful than the representa- 
tions of Venus and the Graces, and offered to the 
view a form of ivory whiter than snow, and more 
finely formed than that of the statue of the Venus 
de Medicis at Florence. The cabinet which con- 
tained this treasure was lighted with so many wax 
candles, that their brightness was dazzling, and gave 
an additional brilliancy to the charms of this god- 
dess. The authors of this comedy were in hopes 
that this object would make a great impression on 
the mind of the king, but it turned ou^ quite other 
wise. Scarcely had he cast his eyes upon this beau 
tiful creature, than he turned away with indignation ; 
and seeing^ my brother behind him, he pu^ed him 
violently out of the room, and then followed him 
immediately, in great anger at the scene which had 
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just passed. lie spoke of it that very eTening in 
^ery strong' teims to Grunikow, and declared that if 
any thing of the kind happened 9gain, he would leavt 
Dresden immediately.''* 

The King of Poland had been persuaded to thii 
indecent and unworthy exhibition by Grumkow and 
Seckendorff, who hoped, by inducing Frederic WiL 
liamio take a mistress, to destroy the influence of 
the queen. Never were people more completely 
wrong in their calculations and expectations than 
these ministers ; for of the few virtues practised by 
Ftederic William, the one upon which he piqued 
himself the most was his unshaken conjugal fidelity, 
llie conclusion of the anecdote is as curious as the 
commencement. The young Frederic, * in spite 
of the king's haste in driving him out of the room, 
had had full leisure to contemplate the Venus of the 
cabinet, who did not inspire him with so much hor* 
Iror as she had caused his father." He became enam- 
oured of her, and obtained her from the King of Po« 
kmd, as the price of his abstaining from a continua- 
tion of the attentions he had before shown to the 
Countess Orzelska, the king's natural daughter, with 
Whom her father -WBS desperately in love, in which 
pursuit he had for his rival her brother and his sen the 
Count Rodofiski.t 

Shortly after the return of Frederic William from 
Dresden, his visit was returned by the King of Po- 
land ; and their friendship was further cemented by 
a renewal of the orgies which, at Dresden, had cele- 
brated its commencement. The consequence of all 
these dissipations to the young Frederic was, that 
their cessation, which of course took place as soon 
as the King of Poland left Berlin, caused a void in 
his life which nothing could fill up. The monoto- 

* M^moirM de la MaiYmTe de Bareilh. 
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noils existence of Potsdam, joined to his fathers ill- 
treatment, threw him into a state of melancholy^ 
which seemed likely to undermine his health ; and 
when the king was told of his son's danger, and ot 
the slow fever that consumed him, he only talked of 
him with greater contempt than before, and treated 
him more harshlv. After some time Frederic re« 
covered his health, though his condition in regard to 
his father did not improve ; for at the end of this 
year (1728) we find that the king treated him in the 
most cruel manner possible. Trie poor prince was 
' not allowed the least recreation : music, reading, the 
sciences, and the fine arts were so many crimes 
which were forbidden to him. No one dared to 
speak to him : scarcely could he venture to come to 
the queen ; and he led the most melancholy life that 
^ean be conceived. In spite, however, of the king's 
prohibition, he applied himself to the study of the 
sciences, and made great progress in them : but the 
state of abandonment in which he lived, and the ex« 
amples he had witnessed at Dresden, caused him to 
fall into habits of profligacy.* 

The commencement of the year 1720 was marked 
by an increase of cruelty on the part of Frederic 
William, towards the pnncess royal and his son. 
The debauches he had mdulged in, in company with 
the King of Poland, had left him the legacy of a vio- 
lent fit of the gout; the pain of which, added to his 
natural violence of disposition, rendered his temper 
absolutely insupportable. The princess says, " The 
pains of purgatory could not equal those that we^ 
endured. We were obliged to appear at nine o'clock 
in the morning in his room : we oined there, and did 
not dare to leave it even for a moment. Every day 
was passed by the king in invectives against my bro- 
ther and myself. He no loiiger called me any thing 
but ' the English blackguard' and my brother Was 

* MimoiTM 4e }a Marfraw de Bweitb. 
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named * the rascal Fritz.'* He obliged us to eat and 
drink the things for which we had an aversion, or 
which were bad for our healths, which caused us 
sometimes to bring up in his presence all that was in 
our stomachs. Eveiy day was marked by some sin- 
ister 'event ; and it was impossible to raise one's 
eyes, without seeing some unhappy people tor- 
mented in one way or other. The king's restless- 
ness did not suffer him to remain in ted ; he had 
himself placed in a chair on rollers, and was thus 
dragged all over tKe palace : his two arms rested upon 
crutches, which supported them. We always fol- 
lowed this triumphal car, like unhappy captives who 
are about to undergo their sentence.f 

** He sent us away one morning, when we entered 
to pay our court to him. ' Get along,^ said he, in a 
violent manner, to the queen, *with all your ac- 
cursed children : I wish to be alone.' The queen 
endeavoured to reply, but he obliged her to be silent, 
and ordered the dinner to be served in her room. 
The queen was uneasy at this, and my brother and 
myself were charmed, for we were become as lean 
as hack-horses, from mere want of food. But 
scarcely were we sat down to dinner when one of 
the king's servants arrived breathless, and crying out 
to the queen, 'For God's sake, madam, come as 
quickly as you can, for the king is trying to strangle 
himself.' The queen ran immediately to the king's 
apartment, much frightened. She found that he had 

Eut a cord round his neck, and would have strangled 
imself, had she not come to his assistance. He was 
delirious, and in a high fever, which, however, di- 
minished towards the evening^ when he fomid him- 
self rather better. 

*' This delighted us all, from the hope that his tem- 
per would be improved ; but it turned out quite 
otherwise. He related at supper to the queen, that 
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he had received letters from Anspach, which men* 

tioned that the young margrave expected to be at , 
Berlin in May, to marry my sister, and that he would 
send Mr. Bremer, his governor, to be the bearef of 
the ring of promise. He asked my sister if that 
(leased her, and how she would manage her house 
when she was married. My sister was upon the 
footing with him to tell him whatever she thoi^ht, 
and even home truths, without offending him. She 
therefore toswered him, with her usual frankness, 
that ^e would have an excellent table, always well 
served ; and she added, ^ which shall be a better one 
than yours; and if I have children, I will not iUt 
treat them as you do, nor force them to eat things 
that are mipleasunt to them.* — ^ What do you mean 
by thatV replied the king, ^and what is wanting to 
my table V ^ There is this wanting,' said she ; * that 
one cannot get enough to eat at it; and that the little 
there is at it consists only of coarse vegetables, 
which we cannot bear.' The king had begun to be 
angry at her first answer; this last completed the 
thing, and put him in a fury ; but all his wrath fell i 
upon mv brother and myself. He first threw a plate 
at my brother^ head, who escaped the blow, and 
then another at me, which I also avoided. A volley 
of invectives followed these first hostilities. . 

** Ha flew into a passion with the queen, reproach- 
ing her with the bad education she gave to her chil- 
dren; »Di. addressing himself to my brother, ^ You 
ought to curse your mother,' said he, ' lor she is the 
cause that you are so ill-conducted. I had a pre- 
ceptor,' continued tiie king, * who was a good man* 
I remember always a story he related to me in my 
youth. He told me that there was once a man at 
Carthage who had been eondenmed to death -for 
many crimes he had committed. He asked permis* 
sion to speak to his mother when they were lead- - 
mg him to execution. They allowed her to come to 
him. He approached her as if to whisper some- 
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think to her, and bit off a piece of her ear with liis 
teeth. I treat you thus, said he to his mother, to 
make you an example to all parents who do not take 
care to bring up their children in tfie wavsof virtue. 
Make the application of this,' continued he, address* 
*ing himself always to my brother ; and seeing that 
he did not answer, he began again abusing us, till he 
was no longer able to utter. We rose from table ; 
and as we were obliged to pasa by him, he aimed a 
great blow at me with his crutch, which I happily 
escaped, or he would have knocked me down. He 
pursued me for some time in his chair, but those who 
drew him along gav me the time to escape into the 
queen's apartments."* 

Among the occupations of Frederic William 
during his fits of the gout, painting in oils must not 
be omitted ; an art which he was also accustomed 
sometimes to practise during the long afternoons 
wluch succeeded his early duHiers.t For the most 
part one of his own grenadiers was the model from 
which he copied ; and when the portrait had more or 
less colour in it than the original, or was not as the 
king thought sufficiently resembling, he was in the 
habit of colouring the cheeks of the soldier to cor- 
respond with the picture. At other times, when 
painting, he would fall asleep; and while in this sit- 
nation, it not unfrequently happened that the brush, 
in falling, trailed along the canvass and disfigured it. 
When he awoke he attributed this to a painter whom 
he kept in the room wfth him to mix his colours, 
and who he said had done it from jealousy of his 
talent. On these occasions the sitting concluded 
with the caning of the poor painter. Enchanted 
with the fruits of his genius^ he showed them to his 
courtiers, and asked their opinion concerning them : 
but as he would have been very angry with any one 
who had criticised them, he was quite sure of being 

* MAniofng dt tat Mugmt* de'Bar6iUt t Vto dsFtaderic n. 
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gratified with admiration. ^ Well,'* said he cue day 
to an attendant who was extolling the beauties of 
one of his pictures, ^' how much do you think that 
picture would bring at a sale 1" — " Sire, it would be 
cheap at a hundred ducats." — ^ You shall have it for 
fifty," said the king, ^* because you are a good judge, 
and I am therefore anxious to do you a favour." 
The poor courtier, obliged to become the possessor 
of this miserable performance, and to pay so dear 
for it, determined for the future to be more circum- 
spect in his admiration. On some of his pictures 
he wrote the foUowing inscription, in commemora- 
tion of his state of bodily health when he painted 
them, ^ Fridericus Wilhelmus in tormentis pinxit." 
Thiebault ^relates that he himself had seen, at the 
house of Prince Henry of Prussia, one of his pro- 
ductions, representing himself smoking, surroumled 
by his generals. This picture he describes to have 
been exceedingly ill^ainted ; but still preserving a 
certain degree of resemblance in the portraits.* 



CHAPTER HI. 

Frederic's Gkiremora dlnmimed, and othera appointed— Intimae^ of Fretf- 
erie wiUi Keith and Katt— Frederic William ill— His second Daugbter 
marriea tlw Blarfraye of Anapaeli— The Kinf*s Hi-treatment of Ilia 
Family recommences— Frederic deteiknifles to make bis Es«ipe— Fred- 
eric William goes to Dresden— Violent Scene between bim and Fnd' 
«ric at Potsdam— Frederie again determines on Flight— His Father 
diseovers bis Intention— Frederie treated as a State-criminal— He en- 
deavours again to escape— His sitnaiion much oompaasionated by the 
Army— Unsnccessftal Plans of scTeral Officers to deUver bim. 

TBI governors of Frederic, the Count Finkenstein 
and Colonel Kalkstein, were dismissed about this 
time, upon the plea that the {H-ince was now eighteen' 

* TUebfttttt, SonTSQiis da Vlngt An da flrf^eOr i Barltai 
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years of age ; and in fheir stead Colonel Rocho and' 
Major Keyserling were placed about his person in 
the capacity of companions. The Princess of Ba- 
reith attributes this change to the intrigues of Gram- 
kow and Seckendorlf, who, continuing fearful of a 
renewal of the English alliance and of the proposals 
for the double marriage, wished to increase and per* 
petuate the dissensions of the royal family. Tney 
always hoped, by encouraging the king in his severi- 
ties towards his son^ whom they knew to be entirely 
in the English interest, to oblige the latter to some 
violent resolution, which might render the breach 
between him and his father irreconcilable. The 
Count Finkenstein had a certain authority of gover* 
nor over his pupil, who besides respected the un- 
shaken probity of his character, and he would there- 
fore probably have been able to prevent the prince 
from taking steps which might be prejudicial to him ; 
whereas the persons who were now put about him 
would be neither likely from Character nor situation 
to oppose any of his wishes or designs. Rocho be- 
iiig SLgood sort of man, without talent ; and Keyser- 
ling, young, thoughtless, and inexperienced. The 
latter, however, was lively and agreeable, and be- 
came and always continued an intimate friend of 
Frederic. 

About this time also commenced the intimacy of 
Frederic with Keith and Katt, two yoQng men about 
the court ; the former one of the king's pages, the 
latter an officer in the army, son of the General 
Katt, and grandson of the Marshal de Wartensleben. 
Keith, too, was the minister of Frederic's debauches^ 
and so much in his favour that he loved him passion- 
ately, and gave him his entire confidence. Katt ap- 
pears to have gained the friendship of the prince by 
similar means.* 

When the king's gout became better, his chOdren 

• M^moini dell MvgrtTe <to BtrtMi. 
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were release^ from their onceasing attendance upon 
him; and the Princess of Bareith and her brother 
were enabled to live more to themselves, or rather 
to one another. ''This dear brother," says she, 
*^pa8sed all his afternoons with me : we read and 
wrote toffether, and occupied ourselves in cultivating 
onr minds." . She adds the following anecdote, 
which is so amusing in itself, as well as so naturally 
told, that it may be worth repeating in her own words. 
•*I allow," she proceeds, "that our compositions 
were often satires, in which the rest of the world 
were not spared. I remember, that in reading the 
Roman comique of Scarron, we made rather a 
pleasant application of the personages of it to the 
imperial party. We called. Grumkow la Uancune^ 
Seckend(H*ff la Rapiniere, the Margrave of Schwedt 
Saldagnef and the king Ragotin. I own that I was 
much to blame in so entirely losing sight of the re* 
specT I owed to the king, but I have no intention of 
sparing myself, and I do not pretend to make any 
excuse for my conduct : whatever subjects of com- 
plaint children may have against their parents, they 
should.never forget what Is due to their situation. 
I have often since reproached myself with the errors 
of ray youth on this point ; but the queen, instead 
of blaming us, encouraged us by her approbation in 
our satirical propensities. Madame de Kamken, her 
gouvernante, was not spared ; though we really had 
a great esteem for this lady, we could not resist 
taking hold of what was ridiculous in her, and amusing 
ourselves with it. As she was very fat, and had a 
face like that of Madame Bouvillorty vte named her 
after her. We often laughed at this idea in her 
presence, which made her curious to know who was 
this famous Madame Bouvillon, of whom we talked 
so much rmy brother made her beUeve she was the 
camerara*major of the Queen of Spain. On our re- 
turn to Berlin, one day that there was a court, she 
took it into her head to say that the cajmerara-ma* 
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Jors were aJl of the family of the Bouvillons. Every- 
body upon this burst out laughing in her face» and ] 
thought for my part I should have suffocated ^ith jit 
She saw immediately she had said a fooli9h thkig* 
and inquired of her daughter, who had much in* 
struction, what it could be. The latter explained to 
her the mystery. She was very angry with me, 
perceiving that I had ridiculed her ; and I haKi much 
difficulty to make my peace with her."* 

The recovery of the king from his gout put him 
In better humour, to which the marriage of his sec* 
ond daughter Frederica with the Margrave of An* 
spach, which took place in the month of May of this 
year, contributed. It was a marriage much beneath 
what this princess might have pretended to, bufc 
Frederic WUliam loved such alliances ; first, because 
they were at hand, and brought about without trouble, 
and thus his daughters were taken off his hands at 
an early age ; and secondly, because to these little 
princes the honour of obtaining a princess of Prussia 
was sufficient ;. whereas great sovereigns would have 
required a more considerable dower than the ava*^ 
ricious .habits of Frederic William permitted him to 
give. But this improvement of temper was of short 
duration ; indeed, the propensity to iu-treat his eldest 
son and daughter seems to have been inherent in the 
nature of Frederic William. Like the diversion of 
killing ffies which employed the leisure hours of the 
Roman emperor, it appears to have been the amuse- 
ment to wiuch he constantly recurred when he had 
nothing else to do. 

Accordingly, in the Princess of Bareith's Memoirs 
we find her aJmost immediately recurring to the 
same subject, with new details of barbarity on the 
part of f^deric William. ^ The king almost caused 
my brother and myself to die of hunger. He always 
acted as carver, and served everybody except uft;< 

* M£iiK>iraid»telfwmv«d0BMflili> 
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and when by chance there remained any things in a 
dish, he spit into it, in order to prerentour eating of 
it We lived entirely upon coffee and milk and dried 
cherries, which ^uite ruined my digestion. In re« 
torn, I was nourished with insults and inyectives, 
for I was abused all day long, in every possible man* 
ner, and before everybody. The king's aneer went so 
far against my brother and myself, that he drove us 
from him, forbidding us to appear in his presence ex- 
cept at meals.*** The queen, without intending it, in* 
creased the king*s ill-humour by her constant intrigues 
for the renewal of the English marriage. Her plans 
she confided to Madame Ramen, one of her women 
of the bed-chamber, who to a bad character united 
a malicious disposition. The Ramen betrayed the 
secrets of the queen to Eversmann, with whom she 
was very Intimate, and who, from having been por^ 
ter at the gate of the palace at Berlin, had become 
a sort of favourite of the king. Eversmann, being 
gained over by Seckendorff; Grumkow, and the im- 

gerial party, related in aggravated colours all he 
eard from the Ramen to the king, and thus the an- 
ger of Frederic William was perpetually rekindled 
against his wife and daughter. 

Upon one of these occasions, when his wrath was 
at the highest, the following scene, as related by the 
princess, took place : — ** The queen had contrived 
in her bed-room a sort of labyrinth of screens,' so 
arranged that I could escape the king without being 
seen, in case he entered suddenly. The wicked Ra- 
men, who, like the devil, never slept, wished to 
amuse herself at my expence, and deranged my re 
treat, without my observing it. The king came, and 
surprised us ; I wished to escape, but found myself 
unhappily embarrassed among these screens, of 
which several fell, and prevented my getting out of 
ttM room. The king was at my heels, and tried to 

• IMnoiffiM it it Mwinve ie Itamlth. 
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catch hold of me, in order to beat me. Not being 
able any longer to escape hini» I placed myself be- 
hind my governess. Tlie king advanced so much 
that she was obliged to retire, but finding herself at 
length near the chimney, she was stopped. I was 
always behind Madame de Sonsfeld, and found my- 
self in the alternative of either bearing the fire or 
blows. The king leaned his head upon the shoulder 
Of Madame de Sonsfeld, overwhelming me with 
abuse, and trying to seize me by the hair. I was on 
the ground, and half-burnt This scene would have 
had a tragical end if it had continued, as my clothes 
were actually beginning to take fire. The king, fa^ 
tigued with crying out, and with his passion, at 
length put an end to it, and went away.*'* 

As fcMT Frederic, he was treated every day with 
additional harshness. ^ The king never now saw my 
brother,** continues the princess, ** without threaten- 
ing him with hif cane» The latter tokl me con- 
stantly, he would bear any thing from the king ex- 
cept blows, but that if he ever came to such extre- 
mities with him, he would regain his freedom by 
flight.**! Such a state of. things as this could never 
long continue, with a father ao completely the slave 
of his own passions, and a son who was determined 
not to bear the effects of them beyond a certain 
point. . Accordingly, we find that, towards the close 
of this year, the event anticipated by Frederic with 
so much dread. had taken place, which was commu- 
nicated by him to his mother in the following notCr 
** I am in the deepest despair : what I had always 
so much dreaded has at length happened to me. 
The king has entirely forgotten that I am his son, 
and has treated me like the lowest of mankind. I 
entered his bed-chamber this morning as usuaX; aa 
soon as he saw me he seized me by the collar,^t the 

* M^moiiw de la Margrave de Bardih. t fi«<* 
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same time striking me With his cane m fhe most 
cruel mamier possible. I tried in yain to defend 
myself: he was in so terrible a fury, that he was not 
the least master of himself, and it was only from 
mere lassitude that he at last concluded. My patience 
is at length worn out. I have too high a sense of 
honour to endure such treatment ; and I am resolved 
to put an end to it in one way or other.*** 

Nor was it only upon the person of Frederic that 
his father exercised these severities ; they extended 
equally to those who were in any way connected 
with him, or supposed to be attached to him. Fred- 
eric, as has been before mentioned, was passionately 
fond of music, and not being able to indulge in it 
within the walls of the palace, as well from fear of 
his father as from not having any one to accompany 
him, he had made acquaintance with p, citizen of 
Potsdam, whose daughter was a tolerable player upon 
the harpsichord. Frederic was accustomed to go to 
the house of this citizen for the sole purpose of prac- 
tising music with the daughter. She was ugly and 
respectable, and perpetoally under the eyes of her 
parents ; and of love, therefore, there was never any 
question between them, nor was it hkely that there 
should. It is therefore impossible that Frederic 
William, when apprized of the circumstances of 
the case, could have thought that there was any 
danger of this kind in the connexion, though such 
was the pretext put forward by him to commit an 
act of brutal injustice, which would have been wor- 
thy of the worst sovereigns ot the most despotic 
dynasties in either ancient or modem history. It is 
impossible not to petceive that the real reason of his 
conduct was his enmity to his son ; and that the 
crime of the poor girl was, the having assisted in 
making thajf son*s existence more supportable. He 
caused the girl to be taken from her parents, and de» 

* MtooirM do la Musravo de Baretih. 
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livered to the executionev, by whom she was pnUicly 
whipped through the different parts of the town: 
the intention of Frederic William apparently being, 
•-that the infliction of so infamous a jmnishment in so 
public a manner should prevent the possibility of 
Frederic's ever seeing her again. Afterward, when 
Frederic became king, he made inquiries respecting 
her, and finding she was married to a poor inhabitant 
of Berlin, he gave her a pension of one hundred and 
fifty rix-doUars.* 

Driven to despair by such horrible severities, Fred- 
eric determined to make his escape, and to take refuge 
in England, where he hoped to mari^ the Princess 
Anne,x with whom he fancied he was in love ; partly 
from the persuasions of his mother, and partly from a 
sort of amorous correspondence which had gone on for 
some time between them. When the anger of Fred- 
eric William had been excited against England by 
Seckendorff, who received accounts from 5ie Aus- 
trian minister in London of all that was said against 
the Prussian monarch at that court, and related it 
with aggravated circumstances, he forbade the con- 
tinuance of this correspondence. The queen, in all 
other respects so submissive to her husband, vras 
resolute in resisting him upon this point. She not 
only continued to correspond herself upon the subject 
of the double marriage, but encouraged her son and 
darughter to do so also ; and as all her actions were 
watched, and her confidences betrayed by the Ramen, 
the irritation and jealousy of the king was perpetu- 
ally renewed and increased. 

* TbiebanU, SoaTmirs de Vingt Ana de Sijonr A Berlin. VoU«tra» 
who is almost alwajrs inoorreet* and H-eqaently intentionally so, in his 
Memoirs, when on the subject of Frederic, mentions this anecdote as If 
the girl bad been Frederic's mistress, and sajrrf the pension he aUowed 
her was only seventy rix-dollara ; bm Thiebault, fl-om whom tj^e par* 
ticnlars in the text are talcen, had certainly equal advantages with Vol- 
taire for discovering the truth, and moch greater inducements fbr idl- 
ing it. 

t Married in 1734 to William CharlM Henry Frioe« of Naasu and 
OnDfe. . 



64 , UFK or FREIWEIC vu [1730. 

In Febnuury, 1730 Frederic William went to Dres* 
den to confer with the King of Poland, and took the 

Joung Frederic with him, whose original intention 
ad Men to take this opportunity of making hft es- . 
cape ; but having confided his plan to his sister, he - 
was dissuaded by her entreaties and tears from put- 
tuig it into effect. Accordingly h&retumed with the 
king to Potsdam, where shortly afterward took place 
a more terrific scene between the father and son 
than had as yet occurred, which is thus related by 
Frederic himself to-his sister : — ^* As I entered,'* says 
he, ** the king's room this morning, he first seized me 
by the hair, and then threw me on the ground, along 
which, after having exercised the vigour of his arm 
upon my unhappy person, he dragged me in spite of 
all my resistance to a neighbouring window ; his 
intention apparently was to perform-the office of the 
mutes of the seraguo, for seizing the cord belonging 
to the curtain, he placed it round my neck. I had, for- 
tunately for myself, had the time to place mvself upon 
my legs, and I seized hold of both his hands and 
began to cry out. A servant came immediately to 
my assistance, and delivered me from his hands.'' 
He then adds, " I am daily exposed to similar dan- 
gers, and my miseries are so excessive and so des- 
perate that iVis only violent remedies which can put 
an end to them."* Again Frederic formed a plan 
of evasion, and again he was dissuaded from it by 
his sister. 

Shortly afterward he accompanied his father to 
Radeberg, a village on the B^be, where the King of 
Poland, attended by all his court, was encamped, 
with the intention of exhibiting to the King of Pros-- 
sia the manoeuvres of his army, consisting of 23,000 
men. The magnificence and luxury of the court of 
Dresden were there exhibited to the best advantage ; 
but the manoeuvres appear to have found no favourm 

* M^nM^TM de la Bfttfrtre de Baraith. 



1730.} LIFE OF FREDERIC II* 65 

thp eyes of the more experienced Prussian generals. 
Frederic says of them, «* The manoeuvres which th« 
King of Poland caused his army to execute were an 
imitation of the Roman manner of fighting, mingled 
with the visions of the Chevalier Foikird. The con- 
noisseurs were of opinion that this camp was rather 
a dramatic exhibition than a real image of war.*** 

On the return of Frederic and his father to Pots- 
dam, similar scenes to those which have been before 
related again commenced. In addition to his former 
ill-treatment, Frederic William had now conceived 
the idea of forcing his eldest son, by a mixture of 
severities and entreaties, to abandon formally his 
rights of primogeniture, and to sign an act renouncing 
his claim to the succession of the Prussian thf one iti 
favour of his'next brother. For the accomplishment 
of this purpose Frederic was perpetually tormenteO, 
but in vain. To such propositions he would never 
listen, and was accustomed, when his father urged 
them, only to answer, •* Declare my birth illegitimate, 
and I give up the throne to my brother ;*'t well know- 
ing that Frederic William would never consent to 
aiffix such a public stain upon the honour of Ins wife. 
Against these increasing and unmerited acts of 
injustice Frederic again finally determined to seek 
redress in flight ; and in moments of great irritation 
caused by his father's severity, he even mentioned 
his intention before his attendant Rocho, who W9^ 
so alarmed at the bare idea of such a step, that he 
imprudently confided it in a deploring manner to va- 
rious persons, from some of whom it naturally passed 
to those in the Austrian interest, who lost no time 
in informing the king of it.t Thus the general inten- 
tion of Frederic to escape became known to his ene- 
mies : further details upon the subject were discov- 
ered by otlier means. 

* Uhutibrtu poor lenrir i rHistoire de la Maison de Brandebonr^ 
' Vi« d« Fraderie a 
IMoMiiw de la Margrave de Bareit^- 
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It has been already mentioned that the correa* 
pondence of ttifb queen, and of her son and daughter, 
with different members of the royal family of £ng« ' 
land never ceased, though repeatedly and perempto- 
rily forbidden by Frederic William.* Of course every 
possible precaution to prevent the discovery of this 
clandestine intercourse was imagined and resorted 
to, and the plan adopted was for a time successful. 
The letters from London were addressed to a mer- 
chant at Berlin, and were sent by a commercial house 
of the former city under cover to a respectable ma- 
gistrate of the town of Nuremberg, who was directed 
to confide them to the post, and who was s^iven to 
imderstand that the correspondence related exclu- 
sively to affairs of commerce. On their arrival at 
Berlin the outer covers were opened by the merchant, 
who found the letters within addressed to one of the 
two aid-de-camps of Frederic, who were both in his 
confidence. The letters sent from Berlin followed 
exactly the same course ; and the merchant who ad- , 
dressed them to the magistrate of Nuremberg was 
informed that they related to some private interests 
of the prince's aid-de-camps, who were anxious to 
obtain Uie advice and counsel of the magistrate.! 

The correspondence thus managed had gone on 
for a considerable time without accident or discov- 
ery; but at length the suspicions of the Nuremberg 
magistrate were awakened : it struck him as impos- 
sible that commercial affairs, of which celerity of 
communication is generally supposed to be the life 
and soul, could be transacted with advantage by • 
means of so slow and circuitous a correspondence as ' 
that which passed through his hands. From these 
suspicions he was naturaUy led to the supposition 
tb^t it was carried on for some secret and perhaps 
dangerous purpose ; and his fears getting the better 
of aQ scruples, he at length opened one of the letters 

•TUetaiilt,floiiT«nlndsVliiclA]MdtflO»v*BerilB. t tHi. 
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from Berlin. By a singular fatality this letter con- 
tained an account of Fredericks plan of escape : it 
was therein mentioned that it was to take place 
daring a journey he was about to undertake with his 
father to Anspach, Frankfort, and Wesel, and that 
his friends and confidants Katt and K^ith were to 
meet him in his :flight, and accompany him to Eng* 
land. The magistrate's terror and perplexity at this 
unwelcome discovery may easily be conceived. In 
imagination he already saw the severe and arbitrary 
Frederic'William vowing vengeance against him. In 
this dilemma there was but one chance of safety for 
himself, which accordingly he took — that of imme- 
diately sending the letter he bad opened to the King 
of Prussia,* together with a full avowal of all he 
knew respecting the correspondence. 

Frederic William preserved the most profound 
secrecy with regard to the intelligence he had re- 
ceived. The time arrived for. the journey to Anspach 
-7-Frederic took leave- of his sister, and, unlike the 
two former times when he had quitted her, assured 
her that he had entirely given up his intention of 
escaping, and that he should certainly return with his 
father.! Little did lie then think how the latter part 
of his declaration was to be verified. The princess 
appears not to have believed his protestations, but to 
have passed the night after his departure in tears, 
from a sort of forewarning of what was to happen to 
him. In the mean while t}ie king and his son pro- 
ceeded on their journey. 

The Princess of Bareith mentions that the first idea 
of Frederic had been to escape from Anspach ; but that 
having confided his discontents to the margrave the 
latter suspected his intention, and refused to give him 
horses.:^ After this failure Frederic deteniiined to 

« The accoanui of tbis transaction diflfer, aslo whether tho maf Uitrat* 
aent his communication to the king direct or to Gmmkow : whichever 
leallT was the case, the effect of oourae was the same 

f Memoifw da la Margraye de Bveith. . ( 
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|mt his plan ^'.ito execution at a small village where 
they sleptf between Anspach and Frankfort, and 
wrote to this effect to his friend Katt,who had con- 
tinued at Berlin. By some unaccountable negligence 
he directed hts letter wrong, and it was taken to an- 
other Katt) a cousin of the favourite of Frederic, 
who was in garrison near Berlin, and who, upon re- 
ceiving it, immediately forwarded it to the king, by 
whom it was received at Frankfort. The prince and 
his suite slept in a bam on straw. At midnight 
Frederic left his bed, as he imagined unperceived, 
but in fact watched by his valet-de-chambre, who 
was a spy of tli^ kinr^s, and who immediately upon 
his departure gave the alarm. He proceeded to a 
tree in the fields, where he expected to find his horses, 
which were to convey him across the Saxon frontier. 
The horses were purposely delayed for some time 
by the Prussian patroles, and then allowed to pro- 
ceed to their destination $ and the whole was so con-* 
trived, that at the moment the horses arrived, and 
as Frederic was going to motmt, the patroles made 
their appearance. On seeing them the prince hid 
his face in his hands, and allowed himself to be taken 
and led back to the village without saying a single 
word.* 

It is evident that Frederic William already con- 
templated the possibility of getting rid of a son whom 
\i& hated by means of judicial proceedings : hence 
his not seeking to prevent, by private means, the 
intended escape ; but suffering the princess plan to 
go on far enough to occasion his being detected in 
the very act. He even still dissimulated his anger, 
hoping that Frederic would not abandon his purpose 
without further attempts, and that thus stronger 
evidence might be procured against him.f But upon 
their arrival af Frankfort, where, as has been already 
mentioned, he received the letter which Frederic 

* Tbietwult, SmiTenira de VIngt An* de S^Joor A Boiiii 
t llteioirM de la margnre de Bareith 
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had written to Katt, his passio got the better of his 
prudence; and when Frederic -.ame into his pres- 
ence, he flew at him, and tried to strangle him. He 
was wi^h difficulty prevented by the General Valdo 
from executing his purpose ; nar was^ he separated 
from his son, till he had torn 8«.<ne handfuls of his 
hair up by the roots. He also struck him on the 
face with the head of his cane so violently that the 
blood gushed from his nose,* upon which Frederic 
cried out, in all the bitterness of despair, *' The face 
of one of the house of Brandenburgh never suffered 
such an insult before."! 'I'he king then gave orders 
fo General Yaldo and Colonel Rocho to watch the 
tnotioos of Frederic; and told them that their heads 
flhottSd answer for it, if the prince was not securely 
kej>t. From this moment Fredeift was treated as 
a state criminal; his sword was taken from^hiui, 
and all his effects were seized by the king's order ; 
fortunately for him, one of his servants had the 
presence of mind to bum his papers. t From Frank- 
tort, part of the journey to Wesel was performed by 
water; and Yaldo and Rocho prevailed upon the 
king to allow his son to go in a separate boat from 
-himself, fearAil of the scenes to which the latter's 
ungovernable passions might lead* 
. From Gueldera the rest of the journey was per- 
formed by land, the king preceding the prisoner and 
his guards. Frederic, by his entreaties, prevailed 
upon his keepers to allow him to enter wesel by 
night ; and when they arrived at the bridge of boats, 
which it was necessary to pass to arrive at the town, 
he solicited to-be allowed to descend from the 
carnage, and walk into the town, to spare himself 
the shame of beinff recognised in his present condi* 
tion. So slight a ravbur could hardly be refused, and 
accordingly his desire was granted ; but no soonei 

* Friedrielw dos Grossen JugencUahre, von Fr. F&rater. 

t ** Jamato vat Tinge de Brandeboorg n*a fiouffert on aflhmt pareil * 

t M^laofres da la Margrave die Bnaith. 
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did he find himself on his feet than he took to flight 
running in the opposite direction from the town as 
hard as he was able. He was, however, again un- 
successful, as a strong guard, which had b^n sent 
by the king to meet him, overtook him, and brought 
him back. He was lodged at a house in the town, 
and the next morning he was brought before his 
father to be examined, who, upon this occasion, 
was attended only by the General Mosel. The king 
began in a furious tone to ask his son why he had 
tried to desert : " Because," replied the prince, *< you 
did not treat me like your son, but like an abject 
slave."-^* You are a cowardly deserter, devoid of all 
feelings of honour,** said Frederic WilUam.— >'* I 
have as much-hopour as yourself,** replied Frederic; 
^ and I have only done that which I have heard yen 
say a hundred times you would have done yourself, 
had you been treated as I have been.** At this last 
answer the king's passion became un^vemabie ; he 
drew his sword, and tried to run his son through 
the bochr. Mosel, perceiving his design, threw him- 
self before him, tmd cried out, ^ Sire, you may kill 
roe, but spare your son.** These words made an 
impression on the king, and restored him to a com- 
parative degree of calmness.* The general then 
remonstrated with him strongly upon his violence, 
and besought him not to see his son any more, as 
the presence of the latter was sure to inflame his 
anger to so alarming a pitch. This advice Frederic 
William followed ; and having staid only a short 
time at Wesel, he proceeded homewards, leaving 
orders that his son should, after four days* interval, 
follow him ; and confiding the task of guarding him 
to the Colonel Rocho and th^ Generis Valdo and 
Dosso. 

Frederic, it appears, had still another chance of 
escape oflfered to him, but which, like the former 

* M^moires d* ta ijfargaivt de Bureitb, 



1730.] LIFB OT VREPERIC n. 7i 

ones, was unsuccessful. The situation of Frederic 
was much compassionated by the army; and the 
cruel treatment he had received from the king ex- 
cused, in the eyes of all, the steps he had taken: The 
violent dispositions of the king being known, fears 
were entertained for his life. Several officers, 
headed by the Colonel Groebnitz, resolved at all 
risks to deliver him. They had already procured 
the dress of a female peasant, and cords to enable 
him to descend from the windows, when General 
Dosso deranged these projects by putting iron bars 
to them.* Another account states that Frederic 
did actually get out of the window, but w^ seen and 
challenged in his descent to the ground by a sentinel, 
and obliged to return.! This last attempt having 
faUed, the prince left Wesel at the appointed time, 
and was conducted, according to the king's instruc- 
tion, to Mittenwalde, a village in the neighbourhood 
of Berlin, where he was to wait for further orders 



CHAPTER IV. 

Frederitf William orders the Arrest of Katt and Keith— The latter 
escapea— Panishment of the Lieutenant de Spaen — Consternation of 
the Qaeeo and Princess Frederiesf at the Arrest of Frederic— Unfeelinc 
Beharioar of the King towards them — His anworthy Treatment or 
Katt— Frederic interrogated by Gnimkow, and imprisooed at Gas- 
trin— His Letter to his Sister— He is tried by two Ck>urts>martifll 
— Interferenoe of Seckendorf- liStters of the Empoor of Germany, 
and the Kings of Poland and Sweden, to the King— Frederic's Letter 
to the Emperor. 

Shcrtlt after Frederic's first arrest, that is to 
say, while he and his father were at Frankfort, the 
latter had despatched messengers in different direc- 
tions, with orders to arrest, wherever they might 

* H^mirires de la Margrare de Bareith. 
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be foiuid, his 9on's two accomplices, Katt aad Keiih/- 
The former, who had remained at Berlin, was warn^ 
by friends of the destiny that awaited him, and in- 
stantly prepared for flight; but having ordered a 
saddle so contrived as to conceal his money and 
papers, which was not ready, he determined to wait 
for it; and was consequently arrested, just as he 
was about to mount his horse, by the Marshal Natz- 
mar, who, either from regard for Katt, or from re- 
spect to Frederic, had delayed as long as possible 
tne execution of the commands he had received. 
Keith was more fortunate. He was at Wesel while 
the king and his son were staying at Frankfort, and 
accidentally meeting a page of the Prince of Ardiaik, 
who arrived there twenty-four hours before the royal 
party, he was made acquainted by him with the 
jsatastrophe which had occurred.! On receiving this 
intelligence he immediately left Wesel, and escaped 
to the Hague,' where he took refuge in the house of 
the English ambassador, Lord Chesterfield. Fred- 
•eric Willian>) hearing of his flight, sent the Colonel 
Du Moulin after him, who demanded him of Lord 
Chesterfield, but the latter refused to give him up ; 
and Du Moulin had the mortification of seeing him 
shortly afterward traverse the town in the ambassa- 
dor's carriage and embark fo^ England, from whence 
he passed into Portugal. Frederic William, unable 
to punish him in person, had him hung in effigy, and 
degraded his brother to the situation of sergeant in 
one of his regiments, as a punishment for having 
assisted Frederic in procuring the horses, on which 
he was to have escaped during their journey. After 
the accession of Frederic, he returned to Berlin, and 
was made a lieutenant-colonel in the Prussian ser 

* Mftpooire* ie la Mnrgmire de Banitli. 

t The Prineem of Bareith says she was iDfonmed by Um queen, tha 
the page was sent fbrward by ine Prince of Anhatt on purpose to wan 
Keitb of bis danfer. 
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Yice* and ^qpcunted to the office of curator to the 
academy.* 

Besides K^tt and Keith, Frederic had another 
confidanty the Lieutenant de Spaen, an officer of the 
gens-d'armes of the guard, who, however, does not 
seem to have possessed so much of his intimacy and 
friendship as the two former* He appears to have 
been generally aware of Frederic's intention, to 
escape, but not of any of the particulars ; and had 
been of great use to him in facilitating his meetings 
with Katty when he was on guard at the palace 
at Potsdam. These things being discovered by the 
examination of Katt, Spaen was immediately ar- 
rested,, and without even the form of a trial, was ex- 
pelled the army, and condemned by the king to a 
year's confinement at Spandau. At the end of .that 
year he went to Holland^ and entered the Dutch 
service, in which he attained to the rank of major- 
general, and died at his house near Cleves in 1768. 
In 1763, in a journey made by Frederic to that coun- 
try, he lodged at his house. The king was very 
cordial with him, and seemed particularly to dehght 
in talking to him of his younger days ; but never 
alluded in any way to the transactions of the year 
1730, which made the General Spaen remark, that 
*' his majesty had an admirable memory as fsgr as the 
year 1730*" 

While these thin|^ were passing at Frankfort, 
the Qi^en of Prussia at Berlin, unconscious of the 
calamity which had befallen her son, was amusing 
herself during the absence of her husband by giving 
a ball at Monbijou, a small palace so called, belong- 
ing to her, and situated near the town on the banks 
of the Spree. The gayety of this fete was suddenly 
interrupted by an express from Frederic WiUiam, 
whiqh brought a letter to Sophia Dorothea, announ* 
cing the catastrophe which had occurred, in the 

* Friedrlote das Qkwmd Jogwi^iabre, tob Fr* P&ratir. 
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following^ terms: — ^''l have arrested the rascal Fritz: I 
shall treat him as his crime and his cowardice merit. 
I no longer acknowledge him as my son. He has dis- 
honoured me and all my family. So great a wretch 
is no longer worthy to live."* The state of the 
qiieen and her daughter on receiving this paternal 
note may more easily be conceived than described ; 
nor were their minds rendered more tranquil the 
next morning by heaHng of the arrest of Katt, and 
the seizure of all his effects, among which they 
were well aware was a writing-box belonging to 
Frederic, and containing a large collection of fteir 
letters to him. What was to be done 1 They knew 
that if these letters were seen by the king, they 
would increase his fury against his sou, and extend 
its effects to themselves. In this dikmfma the queen 
applied to her chaplain Reinbeck to go to tlie Mar- 
shal Natzmar, and endeavour to persuade him to 
deliver the important writing-ease to her. 9®iii- 
beck was either ill, or affected to be so, and upon 
this ground declined accepting the commission. The 
^ueen and princess were now in despair, when a 
mysterious and untnown agency delivered into their 
hands what their own efforts had failed in obtaining for 
them. The writing-case in question was left at the 
house of the Oountess Finck, who exercised a high 
charge about the queen's person, with an unsigned 
note, requesting her to convey it to her majesty, 
and announcing that it contained her letters and 
those of the princess to the prince royal. The 
countess, in her first terror at bmng intrusted with 
80 dangerous and delicate a commission, was in 
doubt whether she should send the case and its con- 
tents to the king or the queen ; but her doubts and 
scruples were soon overniled by the princess and 
her governess Madame de Sonsfeld, to whom she 
confided her dilemma; and after some demur the 

* B[§inoirwdeteBfargi«v«<toli«r«itlL 
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writiing'-case was conveyed to the queen*s apart* 
ment. 

This difficulty thus got over, it remained to be con- 
sidered^ first how the box was to be opened without 
showing marks of violence, and secondly how the 
letters, once got at, were to be disposed of, and 
how they were to be replaced. It is to be remem- 
bered thAt one of the queen's attendants, Madame 
Ramen, was known tb be a spy of the king's, in 
spite of which that princess was weak enough to 
put almost implicit confidence in her ; and no repre- 
sentations, however strong or however convincing, 
could ever alter the mistaken good opinion she enter- 
tained of her. The queen, however, upon this occa- 
sion was made to understand the necessity of inviola- 
ble secrecy, and to promise it ; and, adds the Princess 
of Bareith, ^ for this once she kept her word." At first 
some difficulty occurred as to the manner of removing 
and replacing the seal, which united the cords with 
which the writing-case was bound; but it fortu- 
nately happened that a servant of the queen's had a 
similar one, which he had picked up about a month 
before in the gardens of Monbijou. This obstacle 
being overcome, the lock was soon picked, and 
about fifteen hundred letters of the queen and the 
princess were tviken out and burnt: many of these 
were full of abuse and ridicule of the king ; others, 
again, treated of the secret intrigues with England ; 
and there was among them the following note from 
Frederic to Katt, which shows the confidence the 
former had in the success of his scheme : — ** I fiy, 
my dear Katt. I have taken my measures so well 
that I have nothing to fear. I shall go by Leipsic, 
where I shall caU myself the Marquis d'Ambre- 
▼ille. I have already told all this to Keith, who 
will go straight to England. Do not lose any time, 
for I count upon finding you at Leipsic; and be of 
good courage.*** 

* MimAvm da la Margrave de Banitlt 
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The work thus far accomi^ifihed, it remaiiied tc 
devise means for refilling the writing-case, which it 
was determined should be done by rewriting a great 
number of letters. The queen and the princes? 
were em^oyed in this work for three whole days, 
during wnich time they composed between six and 
seven hundred letters ; and so careful were they of 
all the little circumstances which might lead to their 
detectic^, that it is mentioned by the princess, that 
only paper was employed bearing on it the date of 
each year in which the different letters were sup- 
posed to be written. Still the writing-case was not 
full ; but so terrified was the queen from, the fear of 
being caught in the act of fabrication, that ^e would 
write no more ; but insisted upon fiHing up the va- 
cant space with trinkets and other articles. The 
case was then locked, and restored in appearance 
exactly to its original state. 

It is probable that a part of the letters and papers 
found m the writing-case were not burnt upon this 
occasion, but were kept by the queen till the time 
of her death; at least Thiebault was always in- 
formed that such was the case, and relates the fol- 
lowing anecdote upon the subject. ^ When,** says 
he, '* this queen, in 1757, found herself near her end, 
she enveloped these letters in large sheets of paper, 
sealed with her seal and with black wax at all the 
joints where the sheets joined one another, ai^ressed 
the precious packet to her son, and intrusted it to 
a person she had confidence in, under a promise of 
presenting it to the king whenever he^shouid return 
lo his kingdom. In 1763 Frederic, when he re-en- 
tered the palace at Berlin, passed into the smaH 
tower which forms a cabinet on the side of the old 
square, at the comer looking towards the great 
bridge : it was at this instant, wh«i the king fh>m 
thence cast his eyes over his qjipital, t^t his 
mother's orders were executed. Without doubt hn 
was aware what the packet contained, for he did 
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not fven look at it, but contented himself with order- 
ing' it to be placed on the little table in the cabinet, 
where -he left it during all the res^of his reign, with- 
out displacing' or opening it. I myself saw it there 
in the same state in 1784, when I quitted Berlin."* 

The evening after the fabrication of the letters 
had been completed arrived Frederic William, and 
found the queen in his apartment ready to receive 
him. As soon as he saw her at the end of the suite 
of rooms, and long before he arrived in the one. 
where she was, he cried out, " Your unworthy son 
is no more — ^he is dead."-^** What !'* said the queen, 
•♦have you had the barbarity to kill him 1" — •* Yes ;'• 
replied the king ; " but I must have his writing-case.* 
For he had already infonned himself that it was in 
thei^ queen's possession. The queen brought it U 
him, and he immediately cut it in pieces, and took 
out the letters, with which he went away.f Th 
unhappy Sophia Dorothea was almost out of he 
senses with grief, and could say nothing but, ^ Oh 
God ! my sop, my son !" She was, however, a little 
comforted by some of her attendants, who assured 
her that Frederic was still alive. 

Presently the king came back, and his children 
took this opportunity of paying their respects to 
him. As soon as he saw his eldest daujo^hter, lie could 
no longer contain his passion ; but cned out, ** Infa- 
mous wretch, do you dare to show yourself before 
me ! Go and keep your rascally brother company ;'*t 
saying which, he began to beat her violently, and 
proceeded to kick her out of a window of the 
room they were in, which opened to iiie fioor: fortu- 
nately, the queen was in time to horn her back by 
her clothes, and succeeded, with the assistance of 
her governess Madame de Sonsfeld, in rescuing her 
from the hands of her barbarous father ; but there 

4 

'* Thiebaalt, Soareiiira de ^ngt An« de S^jour t Beiilo. 
t M^moires de la MargniTe de Bftreilli, t IML 
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reaiained to the princess, as a memorial of this 
dreadful scene, a scar under the left breast ; ^ which," 
says Voltaire, " she preserved all her life as a mark 
of the parental sentiments of a father towards her, 
and which she did me the honour to show me.'^* 
When the kin^ found the princess no longer in his 
power, he redoubled his abuse of her; and ac- 
cused her, among other things, of having intrigued 
with Katt^ and having had several children by him. 
He now allowed that Frederic was still alive, but 
threatened, with the most horrible menaces, to put 
him to death; and said, he hoped now "to have 
evidence enough to convict the rascal Fritz and the 
canaille Wilbelmina, and to cut their heads off; add- 
ing, as for Fritz, he would always if he Uved be a 
worthless fellow ; and I have three other sons who 
will all turn out much better than he has done.** 

The scene which was then taking place in the 
queen's apartment is thus described by the Princess 
of Bareith : — " The queen was screaming, — ^her firm- 
ness had abandoned her: she gnawed her own 
hands in despair, and ran wildly about the room. 
Rage so entirely disfigured the king's countenance 
that he was fearful to look upon. My brothers, and 
sisters, of whom the youngest was not more than 
four years old, were at his knees, and tried to soften 
him with their tears. Madame de Sonsfeld sup- 
ported my head, which was wounded and swelled 
with the blows I had received. It is impossible to 
conceive a more affecting picture."! Madame de 
Kamken* one of the queen's attendants, at length 
had the boldness to address Frederic William, and 
even to reprimAd him for his conduct ; representing 
to him at the same time the injustice of his beha- 
viour as regarded the queen, and the horror of the 
proceedings he meditated against his son. The king 

X 

* M^molrai de Voltaire, par lai-m£me.— Thiebanlt, Soayeniiv 4e Ylngl 
Ana de SMjcmr a Berlin, 
t M^oMijw de la Margrare de BaNith 



17d(K] I.IFB OW niBDBRlC II* 7(1 

appears to have been struck with the firmness and 
good sense of her language ; and, instantly becoming 
more calm, he said to her, ^ You are very bold to 
hold such language to me, but I am not angry with 
you; your intentions are good; you speak to m» 
with frankness, and that augments my esteem for 
you: go and tranquillize the queen.** With these 
words he went away. 

His next step was to assemble, in his apartment, 
Grumkow, Milius the auditor-general, and Gerber 
the fiscal-general ; and to have Ratt brought before 
them to be examined. As soon as he appeared, he 
fell at the king's feet, who, so far from bemg moved 
by this mark of submission, actually kicked and beat 
him while on the ground ; at the same time hitting 
him so many violent blows on the face that the 
blood gushed from various parts of it. He then 
with his own hands tore from his breast the cross 
of the order of Saint John, which Katt wore.* This 
disgraceful scene was at length put an end to, and 
the interrogatory commenced. The imhappy Katt 
immediately owned all the circumstances of the 
prince's intended escape ; but denied that he had any ■ 
design either against the person of the king or against 
the state. He acknowledged the complicity of 
Keith, but denied that of the princess royal. His 
effects were then visited, but nothing was foimd in 
them which could criminate him. The letters of 
the queen and princess to Frederic were afterward 
read by Grumkow; who, finding nothing of conse- 
quence in them, turned to the king in his disappoint- 
ment, and had the insolence to say, ** These women 
have made dupes of us ; there is nothing in these 
letters which makes against them; and doubtless 
those which could have given us information are 
destroyed.** The interrogatory finished, Katt was 
conducted back to prison^ and the king returned to 

* Vie de Flraderio n 
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the queen, whom he told, apparently with a view 
of gaining information by this deception, that Katt 
had owne^ to the princess royal's being in* the con- 
spiracy. He then added, **Tell your unworthy 
daughter that her room is to be her prison ; I shall 
give orders to have the guard there doubled. I shall 
have her examined in the most rigorous manner, 
and will afterward have her renioVed to some fit 
place, where she may repent of her crimes." 
Neither of these latter threats appear subsequently 
to have been put into execution. 

In the mean while Frederic was suffering an in- 
terrogatory at Mittenwalde from Grumkow, the 
General Derscho, Milius, and Grerber. The Princess 
of Bareith mentions that the arrival of the latter oc- 
casioned a panic to her brother ; for seeing him get 
out of the coach wrapped in a scarlet cloak, he took 
him for the executioner, who was come to adminis- 
ter the question to him.* They found him sitting 
upon an old chest, which he was obliged to make 
use of in consequence of there being no chairs in 
the room ; and while he had been sta3dng at Mitten- 
walde the floor had been his only bed. The firm- 
ness and cheerfulness of his manner astonished 
Grumkow, who expressed his surprise, to which the 
prince answered, ** I trust, whatever happens to me, 
my spirit will always be found to be superior to my 
misfortunes.^t when Grumkow made known to 
him the king's desire that he should be taken to 
Custrin and confined there during pleasure, he said, 
** Well, let us go : but if requests on my part are ne- 
cessary to regain my liberty, I shall, 1 think, stay 
there a long while." He went through his exami- 
nation with calmness and patience, till Grumkow 
80 far forgot what was due to the heir-apparent to 
the throne as — upon Frederic's refusing to give 

* M^moIrM de la MargniTe 4b Bareltli. 

t 9k<ediielM dM Gronen Jogen(lt|8lire« too Fr F6nter 
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answers to some of the interrogatories, to threaten 
him with the question, upon which Frederic said, 
** An executioner such as you are always delights in 
talking of his trade ; but I fear you not ; I have con* 
fessed every thing, which, however, I now repent 
of, because I ought not to degrade myself by an- 
flfwering the questions of such a wretch as you 



are.** 



Among other questions put by Grumkow to 
Frederic was the following: — ^'•Why did you ty 
from the king, your father?" — ^•'On account of his 
bad treatment of me." — ^" Where did you intend 
going!" — ^**To Algiers," was the sarcastic reply of 
Frederic ; which being reported afterward to FVed* 
eric William served not a little to increase his exas- 
peration lagainst his son.* Upon this Grumkow ad- 
vised him to abandon his pride, or he should find 
means to oblige him to do so. ** I know not what 
you will do," answered the prince, '* but 1 will never 
humble myself before you." It is worthy of remark, 
that during the whole of the examination, Frederic, 
when named, was always called the ^ Colonel Fritz," 
and his sister **Mi8s Wilhelmina," by the king's 
particular order. 

The next day he was sent to the fortress of Cus- 
trin, where his servants were taken from him, as 
well as all his effects, except those upon his person.t 
To employ him, a Bible and a few books of devotion 
were given him. His rooni was a sort of dungeon, 
receiving the light of day from a single small aper- 
ture; and in the evening candles were allowed to 
him only for a short time. His expenses were 
regulated at sixpence farthingj: of our money per 
diem.^ His confinement was entirely solitary. It 
is impossible to conceive a young prince in a more 
desolate or niAappy situation, especially when it is 
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.considered that tiie declared intentions of Fredeiic 
William with respect to bis son were of the most 
sanguinary description. Of this Frederic MmseUT 
.must have been perfectly aware, more particularly 
as it was well known that Frederic WiUiam had 
taken the opinions of the jurists of Leipsic on the 
general question as to the justice of either disinherit- 
ing or putting to death a rebellious son. 

About this time Frederic contrived to write a letter 
to his sister, which is given in her Memoirs, and 
which is curious from showing the great affection 
that subsisted between them, as well as the con- 
stancy and cheerfulness with which the prince bore 
his misfortunes. The princess introduces it by say- 
ing that it was delivered by an unknown pefson one 
evening to one of her women, who immediatehy 
brought it to her. It was: written with a pencil, as 
at that time the use of pen and ink was denied to 
Frederic. 

" My dear Sister, 
^ They are g^ing to disinherit me by a eoancil 
of war, which is about to be held, for it requires 
nothing more to pass for a rebel than not to be jn 
every thing of the opinion of the master: yon may, 
therefore, understand without difficulty what is likely 
to happen to me. For myself, I do not care about 
the anathemas that msQr be prcHiounced against me, 
pro\idqd I know that my delightful jsister gives her 
verdict in my favour. What a pleasure is it to me 
that neither bolts nor bars can prevent me from tes- 
tifying the perfect friendship J have for yon. Yes, 
my dear sister, there are still some honest people in 
this most corrupted age, who procure me the neces- 
sary means to assure you of my attaclunent. Yes, 
my deas sister, provided 1 know that you are happy, 
my prison will become the. abode of happiness and 
contentment. *Chi ha tempo ha vita:' let us con- 
sole ourselve-d with this. I wish, from the bottom 



Df my 8001, fhat no inteipreter was necessary to 
enable me to speak to you, and that we might se# 
those happy days when your priticipe and my princt 
'pessa* might together make an. agreeable harmony / 
or, to speak more plainly, when I might have the 
|4.ea8ure to converse with you in person, and to 
assure you that nothing in the world can: diminish 
my iaffection for you. Ad^u. 

**Thi Prwoner.'^ 

Th^ first idea of Frederic William was to deliver 
his son over to be condemned by the ordinary tribu- 
nals of Prussia, well knowing that his judges would 
never venture to decide except according tp his 
wishes. Indeed, he took a very summary as well as 
a very certain mode of efifecting this object; for^ 
whenever their sentiments were not approved by 
him, he was in the habit of going into the court 
where they sat, and there distributing kicks and 
blows to all the judges in turn, at the same time 
calling them '* rogues and blackguards*** From men 
so circumstanced Frederic would have had no .chance 
of acquittal. Grumkow, however, more calm and 
more acute than the king, saw in an instant that 
this being a proceeding where the eyes of all Europe 
would be upon the actors in it, it was necessary that 
at least the forms and outward appearance of justice 
should be kept up; and he therefore advised the 
king to have Frederic tried by a military commis- 
sion for desertion, that being the only cnme which 
could, with any degree of plausibility, be laid to his 
charge.^ 
A court-martial was accordingly assembled, over 

* Note by the j»nne«««.~"My brother bad given thia name to hki 
flute, Mvinr tbat he shoald never be really in love bat with thia prfn- 
ceaa. Bo oAeB Joked upon the aabject in a way that made v» botk 
laugh. To keep np the alloaion 1 bad named my late The Jhrmee, tell 
Ing htm that it waa his rival." 

t M^molrea de la Margrave de Bareith. X ^^ 
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which presided the Prince of Anhalt^ which was o 
dared to try the prince royal and the unhappy Kat 
When the prince was brought before it, he imm€ 
diately avowed his intention to escape ; but said ths 
what he had done proceeded from no bad motive 
but only from a wish to travel and to instnict him 
self; and the court-martial, predetermined to savi 
him, went into no further evidence upon the subject 
but unanimously acquitted him, one member alone 
of the court-martial, out of twenty-four, the Colonel 
Derschau, seemed to incline for the condemna 
tion of Frederic, but he did not persist a^^nst 
the opinions of the rest.* Derschau lived to see 
Frederic his sovereign^ but the latter never showed 
tiie slightest symptom of recollection of his con- 
duct upon this occasion. It is said that the Prince 
of Anhalt, whose character was as rough and violent 
as his master^s, as soon as the time came for decid- 
ing upon the guilt or innocence of Frederic, stood 
up in his place, and declared he considered him in- 
nocent ; and then, drawing his great sabre, swore he 
would cut off the ears of any man who should be 
of a contrary opinion. 

The issue of this trial was of course most galling 
to the vangeful spirit of Frederic William, and he 
forthwith assembled another court-martial, which, 
more supple than the preceding one, without delay 
condemned Frederic to death ; not, however, b}r a 
unanimous vote, as the Generals Denhoff and Lin- 
ger were for pardoning the prince ; and the former, 
in delivering his opinion, quoted the passage in the 
book of Kings, where David, being informed of the 
death of his rebellious son Absalom, cries out, in the 
bitterness of his grief, *' Oh ! my son Absalom ! my 
son, my son Absalom !*'t — ^ quotation doubtless very 
proper to have an effect upon the members of the 
court-martial, though in fact there could be but little 
danger of Frederic William's ever suffering from the 

* Mlrabeaa, de la Mooarehie Prussienne. 
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aeateaess of his feelings, happen what might to any 
part of his family. 

The, king was now apparently arriTed at the ob- 
ject of his unnatural wishes, having actually given 
orders for the decapitation of his son ; whe'n his 
course was suddenly arrested by tiie peremptory re- 
monstrances of the emperor, tnrough his minister 
Seckendorff ; who thought that by thus saving the 
life of Frederic he should forever attach him to the 
interests of the house of Austria. Seckendorff took 
upon himself to suppose orders, which he had not 
the time to wait for, and demanded in the name of 
the emperor, an audience, which Frederic William 
did not dare to refuse him. There he announced, in 
the name of the chief of the empire, that it was to the 
empire itself that the Prince Frederic belonged ; and, 
in consequence, he required the maintenance of the 
rights and laws of the Germanic body. He explained 
tluit it W9B to this body that his majesty was bound to 
deliver the accused, and the documents relative to his 
trial : finally, he declared that the i>erson of his royal 
highnessrthe Prince Frederic, heir-apparent to the 
throne of Prussia, was under the safeguard of the 
Germanic empire.* Shortly afterward Seckendorff 
delivered to the king the following letter, written 
with the emperor'st own hand. 

^* Your m^esty is, I hope, so much convinced of 
the affection and friendship which I bear to you and 
to all your royal house, that you will not doubt how 
ffreat a share I take in the vexation which the con- 
'duct of the prince royal has hitherto occasioned to 
you. I do not doubt but that there must have been 
very sufficient reasons to induce your majesty to 
proceed with so much severity against the prince 
royal. However, I cannot refrain, on account of 
the real friendship which exists between us, from in* 

* Tbiebanlt. Somrenin de Vingt Aot de S^joor i Beilin. 
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terfering wifli your majesty in his fitvonr; vndre- 
qaesting that you would rather lean to inercy than 
mstioe in an affiur which must oone so near to the 
heart of your miyeaty. I seek in this nothing bat 
what appears to me to tend to the tranquUMty <tf your 
majesty, in which I am particularly interarted : and 
I must hope, that by so great an extension of grace, 
the heart of the prince rojral wiQ be cfaai^[;ed in soch 
a'manner that he will in futuve entertain no other 
intentions than those which agree with your ma* 
jesty*s desires: and though he may, perhaps, not 
be as yet suffioientiy convmced of the affection and 
lore which I bear to you and to yoor royal house, 
it is still to be hoped that he will percerpe by this 
friendly interference, which proceeds -from tiie most 
sincere affection for your majesty and your, ianuly, 
how tme and sincere ai^ my mteotions tonnards 
you. I do indeed believe that the welfare of bofli 
houses depends upon their constant good understand- 
ing and connexion.* 

<* I remain, &c. 

<<lalN<if«ni!bw, 1730." 

The Kings of Poland and Sweden had also written 
letters to Frederic William, interceding for his soa« 
He was at first much incensed at these attempts at 
interference, and threatened to take his son into 
Prussia, and condenan him there ; ** where," said he, 
'* under God, I am entirely absolute." At length) 
l^owever, he was obliged to yield to the remon* 
strauces of the emperor ; but he did it with a bad 
grace; and exclaimedf while announciug that the^ 
fife of Frederic was spared in consequence of the 
emperor's intercessions, " Austria -wiU some day 
perceive what a serpent she warms in her bosom." 
An expression to which subsequent events have 
given almost the dignity of prophecy. 

The following was the answer of Frederic William 
to Charles the Sixth: — 

* Friediidw doa Giowen Jngen^lalire, tod Fr. F6nter> 
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^l thank your imperial majesty* and am much 
obliged to you for ta^ng so great ashare in the dis- 

Beasure which my eldest son has caused to me by 
8 conduct up to this time* I cannot deny that this 
goes so much the more deeply to my heart, because 
I have never been deficient m paternal admonitions 
and careful education ; notwithstanding which, every 
thing h^ar been fruitless hitherto ; which naturally 
has compelled me to proceed against him' with be- 
coming severity. I h^ve, indeed, reason to wish to 
make him feel this still longer ; so that he has solely 
to thank your imperial majesty,- who has been pleasied 
to interfere in his favour ; since it is this alone which 
has induced me to purdon him. I will therefore 
hopCj that this may make such an impression on his 
heart t^t he may be thereby entirely changed, and 
may learn .rightly to comprehend how much he is 
indebted to your imperial majesty for the sincere 
[attachment and benevolence which you have shown 
to him. I, indeed, shall never forget the particular 
marks you have ffiven me of your sincere and wor- 
thy friendship and confidence ; but shall rather, with 
extreme exertion, always strive to give your impe- 
rial majesty, in return, true proofs of my esteem and 
devotion. 1 hope thus to show that nothing is dearer 
to me than to remain always united in constant in- 
timacy and friendship with youur imperial majesty 
and your archducal house ; and, in the hope that 
ttiis may be always more and more confirmed, I re- 
main, with a sincere German heart, and at the same 
time with all devotion, your imperial majesty's most 
friendly cousin and brother. 

** Frxdcric William.* 

M Berlin, 20th Not. 1730." 

Frederic also wrote in the following terms to the 
emperor, to thank him for his moat opportune mter- 
ference :— 

• Friedriclis des GroMea Jngen^Jahre, ym Fr. F6i*ter J 
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** Most beloved and most higtily ^ 
honoured cousin, &c. y 

''Your imperial majesty will, I trust, peroiit me 
to return to you, through these few lines, my very 
grateful thanks for your very powerful intercession 
in my behalf with the king[ my father. As I have 
to ascribe to this most 'benevolent interference of 
your imperial majesty the pardon which I have ob- 
tained from my father, I shall ail my lifetime strive, 
to the utmost of my power, to give your imperial 
majesty such sincere and convincing proofs of my 
dutiful and grateful devotion, and true German and 

Eatriotic zeal for your majesty and your archducai 
ouse, that you may never be compelled, either now 
or in future, to withdraw from me yonr most valued 
affection. I have the honour to be, with' aU imagi- 
nable consideration due to so great an emperor, and 
the most perfect esteem, unalterably, your imperial 
majesty's most obedient and most truly devoted 
cousin, 

** Frederic.* 
*0wtrin,5th])ee. 17S0.» 



CHAPTER V. 

Frederic continoes in Conflnement—Katt tried by a Coart-nuutlal-— Hit 
Execotion— Frederick IIlnesB and Affliction— Fraderie** Palliation of 
Ilia Fatlier*a Conduet towarda Katt— Frederic William en^voura ta 
malce his Son religioua— His Ckirreapondence with tlie Cbaplain MOl- 
ler, who ia sent (o Frederic—Eflfeet of Frederic Wtlliani'a haiah Mas 
ner of incvleatinf Leaaona of Divinity on hia Son. 

In the mean while Frederic continued always iu 
rigorous confinement at Custnn, where a spectacle 
of the most dreadful kind was prel^aring for him. 
The unhappy Katt had been condemned by a court- 

* Friedricbadea Groaaen Jafen^jahre, von Fr. Forater. 
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maitial, assembled for the purpose, to impiisonnien 
for life ; but this sentence did not please Frederic 
William, who foresaw that the end of his own feigr 
would be the term of Katt's confine menf. He there- 
fore annulled the sentence, and in the plenitude of his 
own arbitrary power, substituted the punishment of 
death in its stead ; which circumstance he announced 
in the following singular letter, written with his own 
hand : — 

" His majesty has read the report of the court- 
martial, which has been sent to him, and is very 
well contented with it in all respects ; and he hereby 
most graciously confirms the sentence pronounced 
against Lieutenants Spaen and Engelsleben, but 
pardons the latter on account of his long arrest. 
Respecting the Lieutenant Spaen, his majesty con- 
firms likewise the sentence of the court-martial ; but 
as to the Lieutenant Katt and his crime, and as to 
the sentence which has been pronounced on this 
point by the court-martial, his majesty (though not 
accustomed to aggravate the sentences of courts- 
martial, but rather, if possible, to mitigate them) is 
obliged to remark, that this Katt is not only an officer 
in the army, but also in the guards. Since, there- 
fore, the officers in the whole army must be faithful 
and attached to the king, this should be so much 
more the ease with the officers of these regiments, 
for they are immediately attached to his majesty's 
person and his house, to prevent, by virtue of theii 
oath, datnage or injury to them. But as this Kat. 
has been intriguing with his majesty's son, and al- 
ways had underhand dealings, for his desertion, witu 
foreign ministers and ambassadors; and as it does 
not belong to his situation to plot with the cr6wu 
priiice ; but, on the contrary, he ought to have given 
mformation to his majesty and field-marshal Natz- 
mar; his majesty does not know what futile reasons 
(ran have urged the court-martial not to condemn 
I — T 
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him to death. His majesty would thus not he ahle 
to rely upon any officer or servant doinr his dutjr, 
but all culprits would make a pretext of what had 
happened to Katt ; aYid because he got through so 
easily and so well, they would think the same must 
happen to them. His majesty has also in his youth 
been at school, and has learned the Latin proyerb, 
' fiat justitia, pereat mundus;' he therefore desires, 
in strict justice, that Katt (though he has deserved, 
according to law, on account of the .crime of high- 
treason committed by him, to be torn to pieces with 
red-hot pincers, and to be hanged) shall only be be- 
headed, in consideration of his family. When the 
court-martial makes this sentence known to Katt, 
he shall be told that his majesty is sorry for it, but 
Uiat it is better he should die than that justice should 
quit the world.* 

**y<raatertiaaMii, IstNovember, 1730." 

No sooner was this arbitrary and iniquitous sen- 
tence made public, than the different members of the 
family of this unhappy young man hastened to court, 
and throwing themselves at the king's feet, with 
tears and supplications implored his clemency.f 
Nor were these the only persons who interested 
themselves in his behalf: the queen, the royal family, 
and the imperial envoy Seckendorff, all severally at- 
tempted to save him. But the ruthless Frederic 
William was inexorable ; for he had determined in his 
own mind, not only that the execution of Katt should 
take place, but that it should be made the engine of 
adding tenfold to the miseries of the son he so much 
hated.:|: 

The conduct of Katt, from the time he first heard 
of the fate that awaited him till it was put into effect, 
was throughout so perfect — so firm, yet resigned, 

* Friedrichfl des Gnwwn Jagmdijahre, von Fr. F6rster. 
t Thi«bault, Soayenira de Vingt Ans de S^joor A Berlin 
t M 6moirM de la H arfraTo d« Bareith. 
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that it must not be passed over in silence. It should 
be remembered, that Katt was only twenty-two 
years of age, that the sentence upon lum was mani^ 
festly an unjust one, and that, according to the 
Princess of Bareith, his previous manner of life had 
not been of that kind to assist in tranquillizing him 
at the approach of a premature death. His father, 
the General Katt, had made him study with the view 
of bringing him up to the profession of the law, but 
finding no favour was to be expected under the reign 
of Frederic Williaini, except for the military, he was 
afterward placed in the guards. He had talent, in- 
struction, and a knowledge of the world. The good 
company he always lived with had given him 
polishea manners, which were then very rare at 
Berlin. His physiognomy was rather disagreeable 
than otherwise : two black eyebrows almost cov- 
ered his eyes; his look had something melancholy 
and ominous, which seemed to foretel his fate : a 
sallow skin, marked with the small-pox, added to his 
unsightliness. He affected irreligion, and carried 
profligacy to excess. Much ambition and giddiness 
were the companions of these vices.* Such is the 
character given of the young Katt by the Princess 
of Bareith, of which the foundation doubtless is true, 
though the details are likely to be rather highly 
coloured ; as the princess appears always to have 
had a dislike to him, originating in a sort of jealousy 
of the influence he had obtained over her brother. 

When his sentence was read to him, he did not 
change colour, nor «pj^«r in any way affected by it. 
•* I submit myself,** said he, " to the command of the 
king and of Providence. I shall die tor a glorious 
cause ; and I look forward to death without fear, 
having nothing to reproach myself with." As soon 
as he was alone he sent for Hartenfeld, one of the 
ofllcers appointed to guard him, and who was also 

ll^iMirM ^ laMargrtve de Banitli. 
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one of his intimate friends. He gave him a box 
containing the portraits of Frederic and his sister, 
painted by himself, and said to him, ** Keep this box* 
and remember sometimes the unfortunate Katt ; but 
do not show it to an;^ one, lest it might do injury 
after my death to the illustrious persons whose por- 
traits are in it.^* To the king he wrote the foUow- 
u^ letter :— 

" It is not for the purpose of justifying myself, nor 
to excuse my conduct up to this' time, nor to prove 
my innocence by reasoning and arguAient; — ^no; 
but it is the true repentance and sorrow of having 
offended your majesty, which oblige me to lay at 
your feet, in all submission, the errors of my youth, 
my weakness, and my imprudence. My mind which 
was guiltless of bad intentions, my heart which was 
full of tenderness and compassion, and the mere folly 
of my youth, are the things, my king, which most 
humbly plead for mercy, grace, and compassion. 
God, who is the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
permits grace to go for right, and brings, through 
mercy and grace, the sinner and criminal who walks 
in the path of error again to his duty. You, there- 
fore, my king, be pleased to affoid to me the same 
grace, as a sinner and a criminal who has sinned 
towards your majesty. The hope of restoring it 
causes the partially-decayed tree to be spared, and 
preserves it from the flames. Why, then, should 
not the tree of my life, which already shows new 
shoots of loyalty and submission, find grace before 
your majesty t Why should it be cut down while 
still in its bloom ; and not show first to your majesty, 
and to the whole world, what true loyalty and obe- 
dience is effected by grace and mercy? I have 
erred, my king; I acknowledge it with a true heart : 
therefore, pardon it to him who honestly confesses 
It, and grant to me what God has not denied to the 
greatest sinner; for even Manasseh increased the 
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number of his princes, however wicked he was: 
Saul could not so entirely fall into disobedience, and 
David could not so much thirst after wrong, as, to 
prevent afterward a sincere conversion. As many 
drops of blood as flow in my veins, so many shsill 
bear witness of the new loyalty and obedience 
which your «grace and favour will produce. God's 
grace and goodness allows me to hope from his 
mercy, and thus I do -not despair. I, who implore 
and request, was once your disobedient vassal and 
subject, but now am driven by repentance and suf- 
fering back to my duty. 

« Katt."» 

He afterward wrote letters to his grandfather, his 
(ather, and his brother-in-law; the one to the first 
has been preserved, and is really a beautiAil speci- 
men of natural and touching pathos. 

** My most honoured Grandfather, 
^ I cannot express to you the grief and agitation 
with which I write this : — C, who have ever l^en the 
principal Object of your cares ; — ^I,' whom you have 
destined to be the support of your family ; whom you 
have educated in all those sentiments which «could 
make me useful to my king and my country ; — ^I, 
who have never left yOu without being honoured 
with your benefits and your counsels; — I, who ought 
to have become the consolation and happiness of 
your old age ; — it is I^ miserable that I am, who am 
now become the cause of your griefs, and the object 
of your despair! Insteaid of rejoicing you with 
good news, I am obliged to announce to you my 
condemnation to death, which has been already pro- 
nounced. Do not grieve too much over my sad 
Cite : we must submit ourselves to the decrees of 
the Almighty. If he tries us with adversity, he 

* FriedriclM de» QuoMwn Jngen^jalin^TOD Fr F6nCMr. 
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ffiYBs US also the force to bear and the fiTmness to 
overcome it. There is nothing impossible with 
God : he can send help when he chooses to do so. 
I put all my trust in the Supreme Being, who can 
still turn the heart a[ the king to clemency, and can 
cause me to obtain as much favour as I now suffer 
of severity. If this be not the will of God, I wiU 
not the less praise and bless him ; being persuaded 
that whatever he orders will be for my good. Thus 
I submit myself with patience to whatever your 
eredii and that of y<mr friaids can obtain from his 
majesty. In the mean while, I demand foigiveness 
of you a thousand times over for my past faults ; 
trusting that'the good God, who pardons the greatest 
sinners, will have compassion upon n)ie. I beseech 

Sou to follow his example towards me, and to be- 
eve me, &c.* 

"9dNoTember, 17S0." 

The following verses were found Mrritten an the 
wmdow of his prison, which are not recorded here 
for their merit, but for the purpose of showing the 
contented ?nd resigned mind of the writer. 

Ctest toi, fbitimeincoostant&y 
-* FsmMdiTi&iU; 

Qui poor remplir notre attente^ 
Charnoe notre Tanit^. 
Meateuse dans tea promeaaes^ 
hijoate dana tea revere, 
II n'y a jour qui ne finisse 
Sana now montrer ton caprice 
Par mille toora divera. 
Par le tampa et la patieoca 
On obtient ntie bonne conscience ; 
81 Tona TOQlez sga^r qoi Acrit cel% 
Le nom de Katt vona apprendra, 
Totyoora content en eaptaanoa.* 

Beneath these was written .• — 
•* Whomsoever curiosity may lead to read this 
VTil iTf let him learn that the writer was arrested 

* S&smoixea da la Marsravft da Banltk. 
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by order of his majesty on the 16th of August of the 
year 1730 ; not without hope of recovering his lib- 
erty, though the manner in which he is confined 
presages something dreadful/' 

Ah ecclesiastic having come to see him, the day 
after his condemnation had been made known to 
him, with a view of preparing him for death, he said 
to him, *' I am a great sinner : my too great am- 
bition has caused me to fall into many errors, of 
which I now repent with all my heart. I trusted 
too much to my good fortune :r— the fasronr of the 
prince royal blinded me to such a degree, that I did 
not know myself. At present I discover that all is 
vanity ; I feel a lively repentance for my sins ; and 
I wish for death as the only path that can conduct 
to n solid and eternal happiness.** He afterward 
delivered to him a. paper containing the foUowing 
sentence, charging him to convey it after his deatfr 
to the hands of Frederic. 

" 1st. The prince royal may, perhaps, think that I 
regard him as the cause of my death, and that I die in 
anger with him ; but that is not the case. 1 acknow- 
ledge that Divine Providence has ordained, for good 
reasons, these misfortunes to fall upon me, in order 
to bring me to a true repentance, and to enable roe 
to work out my salvation. 

^ 2d. The causes to which I attribute, this chas- 
tisement of Heaven are, first, my ambition; and 
secondly, my neglect of the Almighty. 

" 3d. I promise the prince royal to pray for him 
before the throne of God. 

'* 4th. I beseech the prince royal to banish from 
his heart any anger he may feel against the king his 
father on account of my punishment ; for he is not 
the cause of my death, seeing he is only in that the 
instrument of Divine justice. 

" 6th. The prince royal ought not to think that I 
am fadlen into this calamity for want of prudencet 
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tmt rather to recognise the haa^ of God, who con 
founds the wisdom of the wise. 

''6th. I entreat the prince royal to submit him 
self to the wishes of his majesty; first, because he 
is his father ; and secondly, because he is his king. 

•*7th. The prince royal must remember what I 
said to him one day at Brandenburgh, on the subject 
of the submission he owed to his father, citing to 
him the example of the history of Absalom. 

*'8th. The prince royal must remember that I 
made him the strongest representations, first, at the 
camp in Saxony, where he originally had the idea 
of making, his escape, and where I predicted to him 
what has now happened ; and secondly, more lately 
one night when I paid him a visit at Potsdsfm. 

''9th. I again implore the prince ro3ral most 
solemnly, in the name of the suflferings of Jesus 
'Christ, to submit himself to lus father's wil], both on 
acGOunt of the promises contained, in the fifth com- 
mandment, and also from fear of the law of retalia- 
tion, which might some day make him feel the same 
griefs from his own children. 

" 10th. I beseech the prince royal to consider the 
vanity of the designs of men which are. concerted 
without God. The prince royal would have wished 
to serve me, and to raise me to dignities and honours 
— see how these designs are frustrated ! I therefore 
beseech the prince royal to take the law of God for 
the rule of all his actions, and to try them by the test 
of his sacred will. 

" 11th. The prince royal ought to be certain that 
he is deceived by those who' flatter his passion?, for 
they have only in view their own interests, and not 
his ; and he ought, on the other hand, to regard asi 
his true friends those who tell him the truth, and 
oppose themselves to his inclinations. 

" 12th. I implore the prince royal to repent, and to 
submit his heart to God. 
** I3th. Finally, I-implore the prince royid not to 
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helieye in predestination, but to acknowledgB the 
providence and the hand of God even in the smallest 
occurrences of this world."* 

He passed that day and the next in similar con- 
versations and employments. On the evening of the 
latter the Major Schenk came to inform him that his 
execution was to take place at Custrin, for which 
fortress he was to set out immediately. At this in- 
telligence he appeared at first surpnsed, but soon 
recovered his tranquillity, and commenced his jour- 
ney with a smiling countenance. The Princess of 
Bareith says he was conveyed there in a carriage; but 
Thiebault, and the other authors who relate thfb 
affair, state that he was obliged to go the whole way 
on foot, habited in his prison dress, and with his 
hands tied behind him ; and that this was specially 
ordered by Frederic William, in order to make every 
part of his punishment as degrading as possible. 
However this maj be, for the point is not material, 
he was accompanied to Custrhi by Schenk, who ex- 
pressed to him by the way how grieved he was to 
be intrusted with so sad a commission ; adding, '* I 
have his majesty's orders to be present at the exe- 
cution of your sentence. I twice refused this melan- 
choly employment, but was compeUed at length to 
obey. God knows how painful it is to my feelings. 
Heaven grant that the heart of the king may be soft- 
ened, and that I may have to announce your pardon 
to you." — "You are too kind to me," replied Katt; 
^ but I am content with my fate. I die for a master 
I love ; and I have the consolation of giving him by 
my death the strongest proof of attachment that could 
be required of me. I do not regret the world, ibr I 
gt> to enjoy endless happiness." « 

He arrived at Custrin on the evening of the 5th 
of November, and early the next morning he was led 
to the scaffold. On the preceding day Frederic, hav« 

* Frfedrielui das OroMen Jngeodjabra, too Fr. Fritter. 
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ing been first dressed in a coarse prison-dress,, similar 
to that which had been given to Katt, was trans- 
ferred by the General Lepel, the governor of Gastrin, 
and the President Munchow,who had the charge of 
him, from the apartment he had previously occupied 
to one on a lower floor, looking mto the court of the 
fortress, where he found his bed prepared. At his 
first entrance the curtains of the windows were let 
down, so as to prevent his seeing into the court ; but 
at a signal given they were drawn up, and discovered 
to the astonished and agitated Frederic a scaffold 
hung with black, and on a level with the window, 
which had been enlarged, and its bars removed. Upon 
beholding this preparation Frederic became con- 
vinced ^at his own death was determined upon, and 
passed the night under this delusion ii^ no very agree- 
able manner. Nor were his feelings much relieved 
when, early in the morning, Lepel and Munchow re- 
turned to him, and undeceived him with regard to 
himself, but informed him, that according to the 
peremptory and express orders of his barbarous 
father, he was to witness the execution of his friend. 
In the mean while Schenk had also informed Katt 
of the trial that awaited him. *' Try,** said he, '' to 
preserve your firmness, my dear Katt. A dreadful 
trial awaits you ; you are now at Custrin, and you 
are about to see the prince royal." — " Say rather,** 
replied Katt, '* that I am going to have the greatest 
consolation that could be given to me.** So saying, 
he mounted the scaffold, while four grenadiers were 
employed in holding the unhappy Frederic with his 
face towards tl]ie window. He wished to cast him- 
self out of it, but was kept back by those about him. 
" I conjure you," said he, "in God*8 name to retard 
the execution. I will write to the king that I am 
ready to renounce all my rights to the crown if he 
will pardon Katt." He would have said more upon 
this subject, but Munchow stopped his mouth with 
bis handkerchief. When he was again permitted to 
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0peak, he cried out, '* It makes me most miserable, my 
dear Katt, to think that I am the cause of your death. 
Would to God that I were in your place !"-*-" Ah ! 
sir/' replied Katt, '* if I had a thousand lives I. would^ 
willingly sacrifice them for you.** The executioner 
now attempted to put a bandage over the eyes of 
Katt, which the latter resisted : then, lifting up his 
eyes to heaven, he cried out, ** My God, J render up 
my soul into thy hands l** At the same instant his 
head, which was cut off at a single blow, rolled upon 
the scaffold, while his arms mechanically stretched 
themselves towards the window where the prince 
royal had been stationed ; but he was there no longer, 
having fallen in a deep swoon into the arms of his 
attendants. Upon recovering from this after some 
hours, he found himself still at the window, and in 
full view of the gory corpse of his friend ! Such had 
been the ejcpress orders of a father, who was so but 
in name. A second swoon was the consequence of 
the sight. 

After a time he returned to a consciousness of his 
misery in a high fever, during the attacks of which 
the emotions of his grief became so violetit that he 
more than once attempted to kill himself. A cler- 
gyman* attended him, who strove by the consola^ 
tions of religion to calm his mind, but in vain : nor 
did he become more tranquil till exhausted nature 
refused to sustain any longer the enraged wanderings 
of delirium. Floods of tears succee^d to the &tsi 
violent ebuUitions of grief: he refused to eat or to 
take the necessary medicines ; nor could his obsti- 
nacy on these points be vanquished till it was men- 
tioned to him that his death would probably cause 
those of his mother and sister. For three days and 
three nights he continued in this state ; and when 
his bodily health improved, a deep melancholy took 
possession of him, which continued to haunt him for 

* The Chaplain MQIler, whose comapondenoe with the king raipeei- 
tng Flraderioia flMB in a asbaeqiMnt pait of this chapter. 
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some time longer. Till it literally fell off him in rags 
he could never be prevailed upon to quit the prison- 
dresSy in which he had witnessed the death of his 
friend. 

The body of Katt was buried in one of the bastions 
of the fortress ; and the next day the executioner 
sent to Marshal Wartensleben to ask for his fee for 
cutting off the head of his grandson. The marshal's 
mingled giief and indignation at this unfeeling re- 
quest nearly caused his death:* 

Thus concluded the sad tragedy of the unfortunate 
Katt, in reading which our detestation of the ruthless 
Frederic William is carried to its greatest height, 
while our admiration for his son is much increased. 
Frederic no doubt appears, throughout the whole of 
this transaction, in a more amiable light than in al* 
most any part of his subsequent life ; and shows him- 
self the possessor of feelings deeper and more affec- 
tionate than are usually found in the breasts of 
princes. There is no doubt that the horrid spectacle 
he had been compelled to witness had a salutary effect 
upon his future life ; and was, at least in part, the 
cause of the reluctance he felt during his whole reign 
to the infliction of capital punishments. 
• The manner in which Frederic, in the Memoirs 
of the House of Brandenburgh, touches upon this 
event, and in which, as it were, he strives to reha^ 
bilitate the memory of his father, is curious : though, 
in fact, he fails in his attempt, for, by striving to ex- 
culpate Frederic William from all blame, he reduces 
his own reasoning to nothing more than a prepos- 
terous absurdity. In treating of his father^s charac- 
ter, he sa3r8 of him, *' Austere in his own morals ; 
rigorous with regard to those of others ; a severe ob- 
server of military discipline ; governing his kingdom 
by the same laws as his army, he thought so well 
of humanity that he pretended to make his subjects 
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as stoical as he was himself. We have passed over in 
isilence the domestic griefs of this great prince. We 
ought to have some indulgence for the faults of his 
children when reflecting on the virtuea of such a 
father.^* It is impossible not to remark, that this 
last sentence would contain more truth ^^ it if trans- 
posed ; and that it would.be more reasonable ^* to have 
mdulgence for the faults of such a father in reflecting 
on the virtues of his children.^ 

In 1751 Fredeiic had all the papers and documents 
relating to these trials brougnt to him, and having 
torn aiMi destroyed many of them, doubtless with the 
intention of preventing posterity from knowing how 
atrocious and arbitrary a part Frederic WilUam had 
acted in the transaction, the rest were again depos- 
ited in the archives.! 

Frederic William, having failed in his attempt to 
take away the life of his son, seems next to have 
turned his thoughts towards the conversion of that 
son to Christianity ; doubtless a most laudable and 
praiseworthy endeavour, though hardly to have been 
expected from one who showed so little trace of the 
mild and forgiving precepts of that divine religion in 
his own actions. To accomplish his purpose, Fred- 
eric WilHam wrote to Miiller, the chaplain of the 
regiment appointed to attend the execution of Katt, 
commanding him to see and to argue with Frederic.} 
Tliis transaction, which is curious, both as connect- 
ing itself with the subsequent opinions of Frederic, 
and as affording a good deal of insight into the incon- 
sistent character of his father, will be best understood 
by a perusal of the correspondence which took place 
between Frederic William at Vousterhausen and the 
chaplain at Custrin. The first communication of 
Frederic WilUam to Muller is as follows :-^ 



* M^otres pour senrir ATIIistoIre de la Maison dc Breiidebofnrg 
r Vie de Frederic 11 t Ibid. 
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^ Reverend, well-beloved,, and faithful, 
** I am not ac,quainted with you, but I have heard 
much g^ood of you. I have been assured that you 
are a pious and honest clergyman, and a faithful min- 
ister of the word of God. Since, therefore, you are 
going to Custrin on account of the execution of the 
Lieutenant de Katt, I command you, after the eze* 
cution, to pay a visit to the prince royal ; to reason 
with him, and to represent to him that whoever aban- 
dons God is also abandoned by God ; and that when 
God has abandoned a man, and has taken away his 
grace from him, that man is incapable of doing what 
is good, and can only do what is evil. You will ex- 
hort him to repent, and to ask pardon for the many 
sins he has committed, and into which he has seduced 
others ; one of whom has just been punished with 
death. If you then find the prince contrite and hum- 
bled, you will engage him to fall on his knees with 
you, as well as the officers who are with him, to ask 
pardon of God, with tears of penitence. But you 
must proceed with prudence and circumspection, for 
the prince is cunning ; and you will, therefore, take 
care to observe if what he does proceeds from a sin- 
cere repentance and from a really contrite heart. 
You will represent to him «lso, in a proper manner, 
the error he labours under in believing that some are 
predestinated to one thing and some to another; and 
that thus he who is predestinated to evil can do 
nothing but evil, and he who is predestinated to good 
can do nothing but good, and that consequently we 
can change nothing of what is to happen, — a dreadful 
error, especially in what regards our salvation. Now, 
as I hope that his present situation, and the execution 
which has just taken place before his eyes, will touch 
and soften his heart, and will lead him to better sen- 
timents, I charge you, as you value your conscience, 
to do all that is humanly possible to represent forci- 
blv to the prince these things; and particularly in 
what relates to predestination, to convince him by 



730.] urx or vrsdsric n. lOB 

means of passages from the Sc^eiptores, which satis- 
factorily prove what I wish you to advance. And as 
he has a subtle understanding; ]^ou will take care that 
your answers to his objections shall be short, but at 
the same time solid and decisive. It will also be 
necessary to lead him to this discussion insensibly, 
and in a proper manner, as. I have before said. If 
you find that the prince is content with your con- 
versation, that he listens to your good instructions, 
and that they go to his heart, you will remain at 
Custrin, and you will visit the prince royal regularly 
every day, to endeavour to awaken his conscience^ 
and to operate a sincere conversion in him. But if 
you find, on the other, hand, that it is impossible for 
you to gain his confidence, you will leave the place, 
having first written me word of it ; and you may give 
me an accomit of wliat has happened, by word of 
mouth, when you are returned to Berlin. But if his 
heart is touched and penitent, you will also write me 
word of it and you may remain with him. 

" I am, 
" Your affectionate king, 

^* Frederic William. 
« VoiiBterhatiMn, 3d Norember, 1730." , 

The answers of Miiller were as follows : — 

^ I return my most humble thanks to your majesty 
Cor the confidence you deign to place in me. I have 
the honour to acquaint you that the prince royal 
was much afiected by the execution which took 
place yesterday ; so much so that he fainted away, 
md during the rest of the day was not able to 
recover from the horror and terror he felt at it. At 
iwo o'clock in the afternoon I went to him, and was 
obliged to remain with him till five. At seven 
o'clock he again sent for me. The Lieutenant de 
Katt, who prepared himself for death in the most 
exemplary manner, charged me, just before his exe- 
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cation, to lay certaior articles* written by him before 
the eyes of the prince. The prince acknowledged 
the truth of aU that was contained in them ; protest- 
ing: that he had felt, ever since the commencement 
of this business, a sincere repentance ; and adding, 
that he thought your majesty was not aware of this, 
since you hsd compelled htm to witness this cruel 
execution, although he had acknowledged himself 
an undutiM son, and had submitted himself to the 
will and commands of your majesty. Under these 
circumstances I shall remain here, according to the 
£:racious intentions of your majesty ; and shall wait 
For further orders. 

** Costrin, 7Ui November. 1780.^' 

** By the grace of God, the designs of your majesty 
with regard to the prince royal have succeeded so 
far that _the prince at present confesses that his 
offences are much more considerable than he before 
beheved them to be, and that he humbly pray& 
Almighty God not to enter into judgment with him. 
He acknowledges that his conduct was very im- 
proper at the examination he underwent befoi^e the 
commission appointed to that effect ; and he is of 
opinion, that if at the be$[inning he had been ques- 
ioned^by a single person in a milder manner, and 
without the employment of harshness and menaces, 
lie should not have been driven to those extremities 
of which he now repents. He is also thankful to 
God, and to your majesty, for the salutary humilia- 
tion he has been compelled to undergo ; and if his 
humble petitions are not sufficient, he is ready to 
submit himself to the paternal and royal wishes of 
yqur majesty. Now, as our Divine Saviour has 
said, * By thy own words thou shaLt he judged* I sup- 
licate most humbly your majesty to open your pa« 
ernal heart to kindness and mercy with regard to 

* See the paper written by Kalt, p. 05-07. 
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the priilfie rc^ral, and to acquaint him of your inten* 
tion as soon as. possible^ lest the profound melan* 
choly in which he is at {Nresent plunged may be the 
cause of his death. Our conversations at present 
are occupied on points of religion; and since God 
seems to have inclined towards me the heart of the 
prince royal, I trust tiiat he will listen in all things 
to my instructions: In the hope that your migesty 
will deign to grant my prayer, I am, &c« 

** Since the report that I had the honour of send- 
ing yesterday to your majesty, the following con^ 
▼ersations have taken place. Yesterday morning 
the prince royal began, of his own accord, to turn 
the conversation to predestination and absolute 
fatalism ; and after ^nner he detailed his opinions 
to me, in order that I might answer them. I tried 
to refute them entirely, and to give him from the 
Holy Scriptures clear proofs of the order and con- 
ditions of predestination, as well as of general grace. 
He was singularly struck, among other passages, 
with the 7th verse of the 2d chapter of the Second 
£pistle of Saint Peter, where it is said, ' that God has 
also redeemed those who are condemned*^ He had never 
read this passage. It proves clearly that the inten- 
tion of God is, that even the most wicked among men 
should be saved, and that if they are lost they alone 
are the cause of their damnation, and not God. 
After that, I quoted to him the passage of the Epistle 
of Saint Paul to Timothy, chapter the eleventh, 
verse 1st to 6th, and I developed all the force of the 
argument contained in it, to which he only made 
answer by means of comparisons. For example, 
he observed to me that when the wheels of a watch 
were arranged they could not go except as that 
arrangement permitted ; to which I answered him in 
few words, that that comparison proved nothing, 
because the wheels of a watch, having neither intel- 

I.— H 
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ligenee nor free will, caimoty in consequence, offer, 
opposition in any way. He made afterward another 
comparison with regard to fire, which has neces- 
sarily the same eflfect upon all woimI of the same 
kind. I answered liim, that if beforehand a piece 
of this wood was dipped in water, the force of the 
lUe would no longer have the same effect upon it. 
I opposed to these a comparison of the same kind, 
to show him clearly how a man makes his own sal- 
Tation. * Suppose,* said I, * two men had fallen into 
the castle ditch, and that a cord was thrown to each 
of them, which they were respectively desired to 
take hold of, and were assured by this means they 
would be saved. If one took hold of the cord, and 
the other refused to do so, is it not clear that the 
latter would be the cause of his own destruction ?* 
The prince replied, * Luther himself believed in 
absolute decrees ; why do you abandon the doctrine 
of Luther?' I answered, that in the first place, 
Luther is not the rule of our faith, but the word of 
God, Secondly, that this theologian, in the end, 
acknowledged the tenets of the doctrine which we 
preach. And thirdly, that there are also in the 
reformed church many theologians who reject the 
doctrine of absolute decrees as an evident and dan- 
gerous error, and who admit that of general grace. 
*Why will your royal highness not follow these 
wise theologians r — 'That is true,* answered he, 
and it merits reflection ; I know, among others, that 
Noltenius admits the doctrine of general grace.' 

'"'After this he told me that he was too weaJc to 
continue talking, as he still felt the effects of the 
violent agitation he had undergone. When he was 
a little restored, he said to me, 'I should never 
have thought that the Lutherans taught such a doc- 
ftrine. This makes me see that it is not fatality, but 
I alone who am the cause of the death of Katt, and 
of my own misfortunes.* I answered him, that he 
was now in the right path, since he acknowledged 
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>i3 fault, and was aware of the greatness of it ; but 
diat it was necessary for him to be in a right dis- 
position, in order that God might conduct him to a 
true repentance and an entire change of his heart 
and actions ; that for this purpose he ought to im- 
plore the goodness of God by fervent prayer> de- 
manding pardon of him for his many sins, and invoke 
ardently the Holy Spirit to deign to change his 
heart ; that thus the designs of God and his majesty 
with respect to him might be accomplished. He 
answered, 'I consent to that with all my heart, 
provided I can still hope to obtain mercy, and that 
God will still in this life enter into an account with 
me.' I answered, that God made him feel his wrath 
in order to lead him to implore his grace. He re- 
plied, * I beheve it also ; but I fear I shall never be 
able again to regain the king's favour; he will cer- 
tainly never paraon me my faults, or at least never 
entirely ; but will always preserve the recollection 
of them, because I have irritated him so much.' — 
* Do not think that,' replied I to him, * for God has 
led the heart of the king to perform this act of jus- 
tice, in order to lead you to just sentiments and a 
constant and sincere change of life. It does not 
argue a design of destroying a tree, of which there 
is great hope, to cut off one of its branches, or to 
remove from it whatever might prevent its growth 
and its bearing fruit ; in the same manner, it is not 
the king's intention to destroy you.' — * That I can 
hardly believe,' replied the prince, * for he gives me 
no mark at all of his kindness, though I have been 
a long time imploring and waiting for it.' I tried to 
tranquillize him by saying to him, * A proof that the 
king does not wish for your destruction, but only 
for your conversion and amendment, is, first, that he 
has had Katt executed before your eyes in order to 
lead you to serious reflection ; and secondly, that he 
has removed you from the secular tribunal, and that 
he has permitted me, who am a minister of the word 
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of Gody to converse with yon respecting that word, 
and to lead you again into the right path ; Which is 
a certain proof of the affection the king has for you, 
and of the interest that he takes in the salvation of 
your soul.' After a moment of silence the prince 
replied, * Provided the end of your visits is not to pre* 
pa^e me alsa for deathJ* I had much difficulty to 
tranquillize him on this head. I assured him that 
when the king should once be sure of his change, he 
would see that he was a merciful father, and a king 
full of clemency and goodness for him, and that 
therefore he ought to t^e courage and abandon all 
these melancholy ideas ; and I added, that the time 
of my remaining about his person depended on him- 
self. Then I prayed with him ; and after this act 
of piety he seemed a little more tranquil, and bade 
me to remain still with him if I could, and if possi* 
ble to sleep in the castle, in order that I might be 
nearer to him, and that he might have more frequent 
conversations with me for his edification. This I 
have done. 

^ As I can assure your majesty before God that 
in the various marks of repentance and compunction 
manifested by the prince roysd there is not the 
slightest trace of dissimulation, I supplicate you 
most humbly to have recourse to mercy, in imita- 
tion of Almighty God, and to cause to shine upon 
the prince a ray jaf your royal clemency ; for T am 
always in fear lest the terror and the idea of the mis- 
fortunes which may still happen to liim, as well' as 
his melancholy, which augments daily, may produce 
some dreadful mental mklady, of wnich it may be 
impossible to cure him. May God, the Father of 
mercies, open the paternal and royal heart of your 
majesty to the granting of my most humble prayer! 
Amen. 

^ Ciutrin, 9th ofNoTember, in the morning." 

This report from the chaplain produced a second 
letter from the kii^:— 
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«* Reverend, well-beloved, and faithful, 
''I have received your two reDort8,and I order 
you, in answer, to remain still at Custrin till tother 
orders, and to g^o regularly to the prince royal, ajad 
continue to convince and to exhort him, by the word 
of God, to turn his thoughts inward; to confess, 
from the bottom of his heart, all the sins he has 
committed, whether against God or against me, who 
am his father and his king, or against himself, and 
against his own honour; and to.be repentant for 
them. For to borrow money without being able to 
repay it, and to try to desert^ are not the actions of 
an honest man : such actions can only come from 
hell and the children of the devil, and never from the 
children of God. You send me word that you be* 
tieve, on your conscience and before Heaven, that 
the prince is converted to God; that he demands 
pardon a thousand times of his king, his lord, and his 
father for all his crimes ; and that he repents, with 
all his heart, the not having been always submissive 
to the will of his father. If you still find tlie prince 
royad in these dispositions, if he promises all these 
things before God, if he repents with all his heart 
of the faults he has committed, and is in the firm 
resolution of correcting himself as he promises, and 
in the manner which you have stated to me, you will 
declare, to him in my name, that though I cannot in 
truth pardon him entirely, yet, thak having more af- 
fM^tioQ for him than he merits, I will dimini^ the 
harshness of his prison, and will put about him per* 
sons to watch his conduct. He shall have the whole 
town for his prison, but he must not be permitted to 
go beyond it. I sludl give him occupations for the 
whole day at the chambers of war, of domains, and 
of the regency. He will occupy himself in affairs 
of finanoet will read the acts, and will make extracts 
ffom thQin^ But before I accord to him this grace, / 
I 9h^ exact from him a solemn oath to o^orm 
tiims^ exai;tl^ aodwith »u)miimon« to all mv^oiy 
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ders and to all my wishes; and to do, without € de- 
ception, all that is the duty of a faithful servant and 
a submissive son. But if he falls again into his 
faults, and recommences his old courses, he shall be 
deprived of his succession to the throne and to the 
electoral dignity, and even, if the nature o^his crimes 
require it, be condemned to death. 

** You ^ill tell him to be patient till all is ready 
for this new arrangement ; when I shall send the ^ 
Lieutenant-generals Grumkow, Borck, and Boeder, 
Major-general Buddenbrock, the Colonels Woldow 
and Derschau, and the Privy Counsellor Tulmeier 
to him to receive his oath. 
"^^ I recommend to you, upon the present occasion, 
to assure the prince that I know him well ; and that 
if he has ever thought I did not know him, he shall 
at least now be himself convinced that I know the 
evil of his heart. Thus, if he is not really submis- 
sive and changed, but still in the same dispositions 
as ever, he wiU, perhaps, try to repeat the aforesaid 
oath with a low voice and ui an indistinct manner. 
On this subject you will tell him from me, that, as 
a friend, I advise him to pronounce this oath aloud 
and distinctly, and to believe that he will be held be- 
fore God to observe it to the letter. Impress it upon 
him, that no mental reservation can be allowed, but 
that he will be held exactly to what is written ; that, 
therefore, if he breaks this oath, or departs from it 
in the smallest point, he will not be excused for it. 
He should bear this always in mind, and strive ear* 
nestly to vanquish and overcome, with the assistance 
of God, the perverse inclinations of his heart, since 
it is a question here of points of the greatest im- 
portance. May the almighty Lord give us his hol^ 
blessing! And, as he often makes use of extraordi- 
nary means and trials of misfortunes to bring back 
men to the kingdom of Jesus Christ, may this divine 
Saviour assist us to recall my wandering son to the 
number of his servants ! May he melt and soften 
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this Jiardened heart, and snatch it from the ikngs of 
Satan! May God, the Father Almighty, grant us 
this grace in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through his passion and his death ! Amen. ^ 
*'*• I remain your affectionate king, 

*^ Frederic William. 
<* VoiMterhaiisen, Qth Not. 1730." 

To this letter of the king Miiller returned the fol- 
lowing answer : — 

" I have received from the governor of this town 
the gracious order of your majesty of the 9th of this 
month. Immediately upon receiving it, I went to 
the prince royal, and on entering his room I found 
him reading the Bible, and meditating on' the 14th 
and 15th verses of the 2d chapter of the Epistle to 
the Ephesians. I begged him to commumcate to 
me his reflections : he did so, and spoke in the most 
edifying manner of the merits procured to us by the 
death of our Saviour, and of our duties on this point. 
I seized this occasion to turn the conversation to 
that true conversion and that sincere change of the 
4ieart which, as I represented to him, are the neces- 
sary means to enable us to participate in the merits 
of Jesus Christ. Having asked him again whether 
he persisted in his repentance, in the firm determi- 
nation to change his conduct, and to give proofs of 
his conversion in a profound submission and obe- 
dience to the orders of the king his father, ho an- 
swered, ^ With all ray heart, provided the king be- 
lieves ine and trusts in my promises ; but I fear he 
will never be kind to me again.' Thereupon, I as- 
sured him that your majesty would believe nis word ; 
adding, that he also should consider whether he was 
willing to confirm with an oath his promise to change 
his conduct ; and that, in that case, he might be cer- 
tain that your majesty would have no more suspicion 
of him. The prince answered me : ' Are you then 
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mrre thlit the king will restore his kindness to me 
again V — * He will not restore it to you at once,' re- 
lied I, * but I am certain he will restore it to you 
by degrees, and in proportion as he shall see the .ef- 
fect of your promises.' 

^Afterward I acquainted him with what your ma- 
jesty had ordered me to teU him from you. As soon 
as he learned your intentions, he was so touched 
with this mark of your paternal and royal goodness 
that the tears came into his eyes, and he sa}d to me, 
* Is this possible 1 Is it not only that you have-been 
desired to say this to me V At these words, I took 
from my pocket your majesty's order, and put it 
into his hands to read. After having read it, he told 
me that he was touched in all humititywith the 
goodness of your majesty, and that he would con 
form himself entirely to your orders. He added, 
that, with regard* to the oath, he was aware of all 
the importance attiached to taking it ; that he knew 
he could make no mental reservation ; that he must 
swear and promise according to the sense and inten- 
tion of those who prescribed the oath ; and under- 
stand it in the manner in which they wished it to be 
understood. *I am resolved,' said he, 'never td 
break it, and to. pronounce it distinctly and with a 
loud voice. But, on the otlier hand, I have a firm 
conviction that, in the formula which his majesty 
will prescribe to me, there Will be nothing but what 
is paternal, and what is possible for me to execute. 
And as, in an affair of this importance, I should wish 
not to act without serious reflection, I will ask of 
his majesty, before he sends the commiiisioners to 
me, to deign to show me the formula and the arti- 
cles St contains ; in order that I may do nothing with 
precipitation, or without much consideration, and 
that 1 may be able to prepare myself, with as real 
sincerity as possible, to promise and fulfil all the ar- 
ticles.' In order that I may also, upon this point, 
fulfil my functions towards the prince loyal, and 
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strengthen him more and more in his good designsp 
I humbly pray your majesty to send him beforehand 
this formula aiid these articles. 

** I am, &c.* 

" Ciistrin» the 11th Novwnber." 

More letters paissed between the king and the 
ehaplain, but as their contents are unimportant they 
are omitted. After a short further stay at Custrin^ 
Muller was permitted to leave that fortress, and re- 
turn to Berlin ; without having, as it would appear, 
achieved the conversion of Frederic. 

From the foregoing letters it is melancholy to ob- 
serve, that even thus early Frederic had manifested 
that disposition to iiifidehty which subsequently in 
an aggravated degree accompanied him through his 
long career, tarnished the brightness of his glories, 
shed a hopeless gloom over his old age, and. ex- 
tended its baleful influence even to his tomb. It 
would seem, indeed, that the harsh and forbidding 
manner in which Frederic William strove to incul- 
cate his lessons of divinity had an effect directly the 
reverse from what he intended : nor is it diiSicult to 
conceive that, to a mind naturally disposed to skepti- 
cism, the sacred precepts of the gospel, enforced 
only by^cruel treatment and close confinement, 
would carry but little conviction; especially when 
we consider that Frederic beheld in Christianity the 
religion of that father who had just died his hands 
in the innocent blood of his intimate friend. From 
this time the infidelity of Frederic became more de-- 
cided, and his estrangement from religion more open : 
80 that it would appear that the apparent concessions 
made by him to the chaplain upon doctrinal points 
were yielded rather from a view of obtaining a re- 
lease from confinement, than from any conviction 
of their truth 

•VMdaFradorien. 
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CHAPTER VI- 

rrederie still tn Confinement— He writes to his FMher— Is allowec 
greater Uberty— His Amusements and Oecnpacions at Gastrin — ^Fred 
erie William visits his Son— Reeoneiliatiou of the King and Queen, 
but the FriDcess Wnhelmina continues in Disgrace— Projects of tin 
King for her Marriage with the Prince of Bareith— Conduct or her 
Father and Mother to the Princess— Ciiaraeter and Appearance of the 
Prince of Bareith— Singular Conduct of ttae Queen— Marriage of the 
Princess— Frederic recalled to Court— His Marriage with the Princess 
of Bevem, and subsequent Neglect of her. 

It does not appear, in spite of the submissions of 
Frederic, that a relaxation of his confinement imme- 
diately followed his conversations with AfuUer; but 
shortly after this he received a visit from Grumkow, 
who, finding him in a miserably low state of spirits, 
which he attributed in part to the rigorous nature of 
his confinement, |)ersuaded him with some difilculty 
to write a submissive letter to the king; which 
Gnimkow promised to present to him, and to sup- 
port b^ all the influence he was master of. The 
following is the letter of Frederic to his father : — 

« Gastrin, I5th November, J730. 

** I acknowledge that I have given your majesty, 
my most gracious father, cause for just anger and 
indignation, through mv disobedience as your sub- 
ject and soldier, as well as through my want of duty 
as your son. With the most submissive respect I 
throw myself entirely upon your mercy, my gracious 
father, and implore that you will most graciously 
pardon me; since it is not the privation of my lib- 
erty in my unfortunate arrest that has so much 
brought me to reason, as my own regret for the 
error I have committed. I remain with the most 
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humble respect and submission, to the end of my 

life,"* &c. 

The consequence of this letter, and of the tepre 
sentations of Grumkow, was the release of Frederic 
from the fortress ; instead of which the town of Cus- 
trin was given him for his prison, as had been before 
promised by the* king's letter to Miiller. Still his 
condition, though improved, was very deplorable : 
all amusement was denied to him, and, above all, the 
reading, writing, and speaking French were for- 
bid('en. To employ him, the king made him a coun- 
sellor of war, witii the injunction that he was to 
assist regularly at all the meetings of the chamber 
of counsellors of that district, at which he was or- 
dered to take his place below the junior counsellor. 
Nor was his presence at these meetings all that was 
necessary ; the king insisted also upon his acting 
the part of a dthgent scribe, as we learn by the fol- 
io wmg anecdote. Upon a certain occasion, the 
president of the chamber reported thus to the king : — 
^ 1 have the honour to send your majesty three reports 
of the chamber of war and royal domains of the 
New March.t Two have been copied by the prince 
royal with his own hand; the third he has only 
signed." On the margin of this Frederic William 
wrote, ^' It is not enough for Fritz to sign ; he must 
work himself."} 

Three persons were appointed to watch over 
Frederic, and to keep him strictly to the letter of the 
king's commands. Their names were Vollen, Rove- 
del, and Natzmar ; the latter was the son of the mar- 
shsJL of that name. His diet was regulated at a sum 
which made it barely sufficient to prevent actual 
starvation : his apartment was most miserable, and 
almost entirely devoid of furniture : he was in great 
want of hnen, and of others of the first necessaries 

* FriedriclM d«a Orowen Jogendjahrei von Fr. FArater 
t DC Bnndenbargh. t Vie de Fraderie U. 
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of lifo : at nine o'clock at night his candle was taken 
from him ; while pen, ink, and paper, and books, 
were alike denied to him. These numerous petty 
Tezalions composed a whole of so much vnretched- 
ness that his firmness gave way under it; and he at 
length confided to the president Munchow, who had 
always acted with kindness towards him, his deter- 
mination of writing' to the king, ai^ offering to give 
up his rights to the throne to lus next brother, for a 
pension, and permission to live out of the Prussian 
states. Mmichow, like a true friend, dissuaded him 
from becoming a second Esau, and subsequently 
found meand privately to amehorate his condition. 

By degrees, as will always happen by time, and 
more i>articularly where the wishes of all concerned 
are on the side of the prisoner, Frederic began to 
be less strictly guarded ; and the president took ad- 
vantage of this to assist him with many httle com- 
forts — such as linen, plate, furniture, books, writing 
materials, &c. The mhabitants of Custrin and the 
neighbourhood, as well as the colony of French refu- 
gees settled at Berlin, also subscribed to improve his 
food** The person who took away his candle at 
nine o'clock continued to do so, but returned imme^ 
diately afterward with two.f His attendance at the 
ifteetings of the counsellors of war was frequently 
dispensed with ; and when he did attend, instead of 
copying reports, he was allowed to ajnuse himself 
fts he pleased ; and accordingly he passed his time at 
these sittings either in reading French pamphlets, or 
in drawing caricatures of the president and his 
brother counsellors, and representing them with 
satirical appendages, such as horns; or with bottles, 
cards,' pipes, &c. in their hands.| 

But the greatest amelioration of his condition, 
which Frederic obtained during the year of his de 

* MAmoirw de la MargrsTe de Bareitb. 
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tentioQ at Custrin, was the being suffered to visit in 
disguise the castle of Tamsel, situated within a mile 
of Custrin, and the habitation of the Barons Wrech, 
one of the mbst ancient families of the province. f 
There liv€d the father and mother, three sons, and 
four- daughters, who all became the constant ^m- 
panions of Frederic. Every afternoon, as the day 
t;Iosed, Frederic paid a visit to Tamsel, and passed 
the evening there, either in conversation or in con<^ 
certs, in which he himself bore a part together with 
the younger members o^the family. He also received 
from this house presents of books, candles, comes- 
tibles, &c, ; and loans of money at different times, 
of which the sum total when he left Custrin amounted 
to 6000 hx-doUars. It has been said, but whether 
truly or not it is difficult to decide, that this debt 
was never acquitted by Frederic. What encourages 
the supposition is, the circumstance of his evident 
ingratitude to the Wrechs after his accession to the 
throne. Their family was alwavs known as in the 
number of those which, during his whole reign, ap- 
peared to be in a sort of disgrace. He never re- 
ceived them kindly, and never granted them any fa- 
vour. The court of Prince Henry was the only one 
in which they were ever employed : all they could 
obtain from the king was to escape being persecuted. 
This was also the case with regard to the relations 
of the amiable and unfortunate De Katt. 

'* Feeling minds,** continues Thiebault, **are natu- 
rally and properly shocked at traits like these, which 
appear to proceed from such thorough ingratitude ; 
but they forget that Frederic, become king, wished 
in every thing to calculate and act as king. He laid 
it down as a principle, that he ought to sacrifice 
every thing to social order ; that every thing which 
was contrary to these interests ought to- be pro- 
scribed and put down by sovereign authority. Those, 

* Thiinmuir, SmiTMiin de ViDgl Ans de Mjoor * BariiiL 
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therefore, who had served tAe prince royal could hot 
but be suspected in his eyes : and in support of the 
same system, it has always .been observed, th : , >.e 
repulsed from him those who showed a very ^ «< s.ed 
attachment to his brothers, or others of his lamily, 
though in other respects he was so attentive to 
perform ail the duties of an affectionate relation/'* 
Hiat this may have been the reason for the subse- 
quent conduct of Frederic to the families of Wrech 
and Katt is very probs^le ; but while we acknow- 
ledge it as the cause, we can never consider it as a 
sufficient excuse for ingratitude such as is here de- 
scribed. Whatever may have been the duties of 
Frederic as king, they ought not to have superseded 
the prior duties he owed to feeling, principle, and 
justice. 

Some months after the apprehension of Frederic, 
the king came to Custrin, and upon his arrival there 
sent for him. He embraced him, and conversed 
with him kindly for a quarter of an hour, without 
alluding to his detention, or to the cause of it. This 
step was not, however, followed by any acts of grace 
towards Frederic, whose condition remained the 
same till his final releascf 

The vear 1731 commenced with the reconciliation 
of the king and queen, who had been on the worst 
terms ever since the time of the arrest of Frederic. 
The Princess Wilhelmina, however, still continued 
in disgrace and in confinement ; and she describes 
her situation, both physical and moral, as most mise- 
rable. ^'I was shut up,'* says she, "in my bed- 
chamber, where I saw nobody, and continued adways 
to fast I was really dying of hunger. I read as 
long as there was daylight, and made remarks upon 
what I read. My health began to give way. I be- 
came as thin as a skeleton &om want of food and 
exercise. One day as Madame de Sonsfeld and my- 

* Tbiebanlt, BoiiTenini de Viagt Am de S^Joor • Beriin. 
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hfsd were at taUe, looking sadly at one another, 
having nothing to eat but a soup made with salt and 
vr ^^r, and a ragout of old bones, full of hairs and 
Ow ' . ilirt, we heard a knock at the window. Sur- 
prised, we rose hastily to see what it was. We 
found a raven, with a morsel' of bread in its beak, 
whieh it laid down on ^he sill of the window as soon ' 
as it saw us, and flew away. Tears came into our 
eyes at this adventure. * Our lot is very deplorable,' 
said I to my governess, * since it even touches the 
creatures devoid of reason : they have more com- 
passion for us than men, who treat us with so much 
cruelty. Let us receive the omen of this bird. Our 
situation is about to change. I am now reading the' 
Roman history, and I have found there,' continued 
I, joking, * that their approach is considered fortu- 
nate.' In fact, nothing could be more natural or 
less extraordinary than the circumstance I have re- 
lated,. The- raven was tame, and belonged to the 
Margrave Albert : it had probably lost itself, and was 
seeking for its home. However, my servants thought 
the event so wonderful, that it was soon divulged to 
all the town ; which inspired so much pity for my 
misfortunes to the colony of French refugees, that, 
at the. risk of incurring the displeasure of the king, 
they sent me food every day in baskets^ which they 
placed, before my dressing-room, and which tl\e 
Hermann* took care to emptjr.'^f / 

After a certain time the princess was allowed to 
see her sisters and the ladies of the court ; and upon 
her writii^ a letter to her father, to request permis- 
sion to receive the sacrament, which she had not 
done for nine months, he consented, replying, *^ My 
bladcgnard daughter may receive the sacrament !"! 
After this her sibiation became for a short time more 
tranquil and comfortable than it had hitherto been, 

** One of the princess's attendants. 
\ Mdimrins de la MargrsTe de Bareith. 
**lfa canaiUie de fiUe peot oonimuiuar.*' 
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the 'king and queen beings absent at Potsdam ; in con* 
"isequenee of whioh, she adds, *' I heard nothing more 
of my odious marrtases. My little society was 
amiable and accommodating. I accustomed myself 
by degrees to living in retirement, and became really 
a philosopher." 

' This, however, did not last long; for in the month 
of March, she tells us^ the king again began to worry' 
the queen about her marriage. He now wanted her 
to marry the Duke of Weissenfeld, a younger branch 
of the electoral house of Saxony ; while the queen 
had recommenced her intrigues with the court of 
England. At length she persuaded the king to g^ve 
orders to his ministefs to ma^e a formal proposition 
for the alliance of the Princess Wilhelmina with thd 
Prince of Wales; and she now entertained, in cout 
sequence, every hope of the succe^ts of her longi 
cherished scheme. 

Before, however, any answer could arrive ..from 
England, the king had again changed his mind, and 
expressed his intention of marr3ring his daughter to 
the hereditary Prince of Bareith, whose family was 
a younger branch of that of Brandenburgh. No 
sooner had he eome to this determination than he 
ordered a deputation of his ministers, headed by 
Grumkow, to go to the princess, to inform her of his 
wishes ; and to threaten her, if she did not consent 
to them, with the most rigorous treatment, both for 
herself and her attendants; Madame de Sonsfeld, 
her governess, was more particularly designated as 
the object of the king's vengeance in case of the re- 
fusal of the princess. At the same time with this 
disastrous inteili|^nce arrived the following letter 
from the queen, which only added to the perjdexities 
of her unhappy daughter: — ^•* All is' lost, my dear 
daughter ; the king is determined at all hazards on 
your marriage. I have sustained several dreadful 
contests on this subject, but neither my prayers nor 
my tears have had any effect. Eversmann has orders 
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^o make the purchases necessary for your marriage. 
You must prepare yourself to lose tlie Sonsfeld. 
He is determined to have her degraded w^th infamy 
if you do not obey him. Some one will be sent to 
persuade you. In God*s name consent to nothing, 
and I will support you iii it. A prison is better than 
a bad marriaj^. Adieu, my dear daughter. I ex- 
pect ereiy thing from your firmness.** 

The arrival of this letter to the hands of the 
prtncesd was shortly afterward followed by that of 
the deputation of ministers, consisting of Messrs. 
Grumkow, Podeviis, Borck, and Tulmeier ; who, in 
a long conference they had with ' her, employed al- 
ternately entreaties, arguments, prayers, and threats, 
to induce her to submit to the king's wishes. Hie 
argument which seemed to have the most weight 
with her was, the probability of her compliance 
causing an amelioration in the condition of the 
prince royal, which was dexter6usl3r held out to her 
by Grumkow. Still her mind remained in a dread- 
ful state of indecision, from the fear of bringing upon 
herself the displeasure of either the king or the 
queen ; tx calamity she was sure to incur whichever 
part she took. She describes herself as ia a terri- 
ble agitation ; running about the room, searching iti 
her own mind for an expedient to satisfy the kmg, 
without incensing the queen.* 

. Grumkow, Borck, and Podeviis, wiDing to allow 
her time for reflection, retired ^ into the recess of a 
window, and conversed toother. Tulmeier took 
this opportunity of approaching her, and told her his 
name. He then added, in a low tone, that she had 
better not resist any longer, but submit to whatever 
was required of her ; and that he would answer to 
her with his hfe that the marriage neverwould really 
toke place. He said it was necessary, whatever it 
mig^t cost, to appease the king for the present ; and 

* <ir<6inoire« de la MargraTe de Baraitbi 
Vof, L— K 
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thai he would engage to make the queen nnderstandf 
that this was the oiSy means of obtaining a favour- 
able declaration from the King of England. This 
communication determined the line which the prin- 
cess resolved upon taking. She immediately yielded, 
and told the ministers that she was willing to sacri- 
fice herself for the peace of heV family ; at the same 
time entreating^ them with many tears, to^ fulfil the 
promises they had made her in the king's name, in 
favour of the prince royal. They confirmed what 
they had before said with the most solemn oaths ; 
and then persuaded her to write a letter of submis- 
sion to the king, the terms of which were dictated 
to her by Grumkow. This being done,* they went 
away, leaving^ her in a state of the deepest despair. 
The following is the letter which the prmcess wrote 
to her mother upon this occasion : — 

** Madam, 
'* Your majesty will have beer, already informed 
of my misfoitune, by the letter which I did m3r8elf 
the honour to write to you ye3terday, under cover 
to the king. I have hardly strength enough to trace 
these lines, and my state altogether is worthy of 
pity. It is not any menaces, however violent they 
may have been, which have compelled my consent to 
the king's wishes : an interest that is still more dear to 
me has determined me to this sacrifice. I have been 
till now the innocent cause of all the unhappinesses 
your majesty has endured. My too sensible heart 
has been penetrated by the touching details you have 
latterW made me of them. You have been willing 
to suflfer for me :^is it not much more natural that I 
should sacrifice 'myself for you, and that I should 
finish once for all this fatal division in the family 1 
Could I balance a moment between the choice of un« 
happiness {pr myself and the pardon of my brother 1 
What dreadful discourses have there not been held 
to me on this subject : I tremble when I think of 



ItSl.] IIFB OF VSEDBBIO n. 123 

them* Ail ih€ objections that I could allege against 
the king's proposal were refuted to me beforehand. 
Your majesty yourself had proposed to him the 
Prince of Bareith as a fit alliance for me : I cannot 
therefore imagine that you will disapprove of my 
resolution : besides, necessity is not to be resisted. 
Though I was most pressing to that effect, I could 
not obtain permission to ask your majesty's consent. 
I was obliged to decide at once, either to obey with 
a good grace, and thus to obtain real advantages for 
my brother; or to expose myself, by a refusal, to 
the last degree of severity, which would finally have 
reduced me to the same step I have just taken. I 
shall have the honour to offer a more circumstantial 
detail of the whole transaction to your majestv* when 
I shall be permitted to throw myself at your feet. I 
can understand easily what must be your grief on the 
occasion, and it is this which touches me the most. 
I implore you most humbly to tranquillize yourself 
with regard to my lot, and to trust the whole to 
•.Providence, who does every thing for our good ; and 
the more so, because I find myself really happy in 
becoming the instrument of the happiness of my 
dear mother* and of my brother. What would I not 
do to testify to them my affection ! I repeat to you 
my supplications with regard to your own health, 
which I conjure you to take care of, and not to injure 
bvyielding too much to your grief. The pleasure 
orio soon seeing my brother again ought to render 
•this reverse the more supportable to you. I hope 
that you will grant me a generous pardon for the 
fault that I have committed, in enterinjg^ into engage- 
ments without your know edge, in favour of the sen- 
timentft of affection and of respect with which I shall 
be all my Ufe, ^c.''* 

V Tbit same evening the princess received the foU 

* MiaMrm de to Xttywra de BBinitk. 
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lowing answer to the letter she had sent to her 
father by Grumkow : — ** I am delighted, my deai 
Wilhelmin^ that you are so submissive to the wishes 
of your father. The good God will bless you for it, 
and I will never abandon you. I will take care of 
you all my life, and will endeavour to prove to you 
ouv every occasion that I am your veiy affectionate 
father.** 

Very different was the letter which the following 
morning brought her from the queen ;— ^ You have 
cut me to the heart, and have ii^fiicted upon me the 
greatest misery I ever endured. I had placed all 
my hope in you, in consequence of my ignorance 
of your character. You have had the address to 
disguise to me the bad propensities of your heart, 
and the baseness of your disposition. I repent a 
thousand times the kindness I nave shown you, the 
care I have taken of your education, and all that I 
have suffered on your account. 1 no longer acknow- 
ledge you as my daughter, and shall in future never 
regard yoU but as my most cruel enemy, since it is 
you who have sacrificed me to my persecutors, who 
now triumph over me. Never count upon me again, 
as I vow eternal hatred to you, and will never for- 
give you.*** 

A few days after the receipt of this maternal 
epistle, the princess Mras informed of the arrival of 
the king at Berlin* and was immediately summoned 
to attend him. The king received her graciously, 
and* with abundance of promises of his intended libe- 
ralities towards her. Not so the queen, who, upon 
first seeing her, repeated all the harsh things she had 
before written in her letter^ and treated her with so 
much severity that the princess fainted. 

It appears, that subsequently to this scene, Tul- 
meier performed the promise he had made to the 
princess of appeasing the qiieen ; imd^hat, in <»n* 

* iMnoliMdelaKafraiedeBnvilb. 
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sequence of his endeavours, and the hopes he still 
held out to her respecting the English marriage, her 
demeuiour towards her daughter, though still cold, 
.became much improved* But that her real feelings 
remained unchanged is evident from the following 
description of the effect which the sudden arrival at 
court of the hereditary Prince of Bareith had upon 
his future mother-in-law. 

^ The king begged the queen to be present at the 
review on Sunday, and to go there in a phaeton, with 
my sister, the Duchess of Bevem, and myself. As 
he was to ^et up very early, he went to bed at seven, 
and enjoined the queen to amuse the princes during 
the evening, and to sup with them. We played at 
faro till supper was ready. In passing through one 
of the rooms, in order to go to supper, we saw a. 
chaise with post*horses urive, which stopped at 
the foot of the great staircase, after having passed 
through the court of the palace. The queen ap- 

E eared surprised at this, as it is only princes who 
ave this privilege. She asked immediately who it 
was, and learned that it was the hereditary Prince 
of Bareith. The head of jyCedusa never prodiM^ 
such horror, as did this piece of news to the queen. 
For some time she could not utter, and changed 
colour so often that wei thought she would faint* 
Her state went 4o my heart. I remained as im<^ 
moveable as she ; and every one present appeared ML 
of consternation.'** 

The character and appearance of the prince, 
whose arrival so much disturbed^he harmony c4 the 
royal supper party in the palace of Berlin, are thus 
sketched by his wife: — ^^The prince is tall, well 
made, and has a noble air. His features are neither 
handsome nor regular; but his countenance, wMch 
18 open, engaging, and very ag^reeable, stands him iii 
the place of beai]^. He is of a hasty temper, and 

* IMttolfM 46 111 Bbriniw 4b BmvMl 
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replies with quickness, and without embarrassment. 
Though his nature is inclined to anger, he knows so 
well how to overcome it, that it is never perceived, 
and no one has ever suffered by it. He is very gay : 
his conversation is i^^eable, though he has ^ some 
difficulty in making himself intelligS>le, from lisping 
so much. His conception is quick, and his intellect 
penetrating. The goodness of his heart gains him 
the attachment of Sn who know him. He is gene- 
rous, charitable, compassionate, polite, engaging, and 
enjoys very e<]ual spirits : — ^in short, he possesses aM 
the virtues, without any mixture of the vices. The 
only fault I know in him is rather too much levity, 
which 1 must mention here, as otherwise I should be 
accused of partiality : he has, however, much cor- 
rected himself of it."* 

In spite of the queen's intrigues, and of her ill- 
treatment of her daughter and her future son-in-law, 
the neciessary preparations for the marriage went on. 
The preliminary ceremony of betrothing, which in 
Prussia is marked by the interchange of what is 
called the ring of promise, was celebrated in June ; 
and the very evening ^f the day on which it had 
taken place, a courier arrived frotp England, bringing 
intelligence that the English court had yielded to afi 
the stipulations demanded by the King of Prussia, in 
the case of his daughter's marriage with the Prince 
of Wales. Frederic William had gone too far in his 
engagements with the Prince of &reith to retract : 
but the annoyance which this caused him irritated 
his temper so much against his innocent daughter, 
that he again recommenced his severities towards 
her; while the queen, whose disappointment was 
still greater, inasmuch as both her hopes and wishes 
had been more ardent, actually fell ill from chagriu 
and anger. The interval between the betrothing of 
the princess royal and her marriage was filled up witH 

* BliiMlftti 4e la BfaifnTe de BttMitIt 
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a continuance of the same scenes which hare been 
before described, with the addition of some quarrels 
between her and the Prineess Charlotte, afterward 
Duchess of Brunswick, who wished to tdce the 
Prince of Bareith from her sister ; and the constant 
complaints of the poor prince himself, to whom his 
future wife behav^ with the most chilling coldness, 
in consequence of the peremptory orders of the 
queen, her mother, to that effect. 

To go into further details upon these disagreeable 
subjects would be tedious ; and the3r have only been 
thus much dwelt upon, as showing, in some degree, 
the manners of the court of Berlin at this period, 
and the characters of the royal family who composed 
It. The description, however, given by the Princess 
of Bareith of the palace of Vousterhausen, to which 
«he made a journey at this time with the king and 
queen, as well as the way of life there, are much 
too remarkable to be omitted. The king had raised 
at this place, by dint of manual labour, a hill of bar- 
ren sand, over which passed the road which led to 
the palace. The palace itself was a small building, 
attached to an old tower, in which was a spiral 
wooden staircase. The house was surrounded with 
a terrace, beyond which was a moat filled with black 
stagnant water. Three bridges, which were placed 
on each side of the house, formed a communication 
with the court, the garden, and a mill that was op- 
posite. The court was flanked on each side by 
wings, where the king's suite were lodged. It was 
also bounded by a palUsade, at the entrance of which 
were placed two white eagles, two black eagles, and 
two bears, by way of sentinels, which, being very 
vicious animals, attacked everybody who passed. 
In the middle of this court there was a well, from 
which with great difficulty the water was raised for- 
the use of the kitchen. This was surrounded with 
steps and iron rails, and was the spot selected by the 
king for his smoking in ^e evening. While at this 
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delectable residence, the royal family were made to 
dine« whatever might be the weather, under a large 
lime-tree ; and when it rained hardvthey sat in water 
above their ankles, that part of the ground being 
ower than the rest. Twenty-four persons always 
sat down to table, of whom three-fourths fasted, as 
the dinner only consisted of six very economical 
dishes. During the morning the princesses remained 
shut up with the queen, who played at cards un- 
ceasingly, and never permitted them to go out. The 
king left the dinner table at one o'clock in the after- 
noon: he then stretched himself in an armchair* 
which was placed for him on the terrace, and slept 
for a considerable time, exposed to the greatest heat 
of the sun ; which his family also were compelled 
to endure, and, having no seats provided for them, 
their only resource was lying down on the ground 
at his feet.* 

While at this place, the princess received a letter 
from her brother, expressing his approbation of the 
resolution she had taken, to put an end to the do- 
mestic dissensions of her family by marrying; and 
showing at the same time a kind anxiety respecting 
her future happiness. * For himself, he said he was 
satisfied with his own way of life, which he found 
very amusing. 

The marriage of the princess royal took place on 
the 20th of November. On^the day before it was 
to happen, the queen, who lived always in expecta- 
tion of the arrival of news frpm England, which would 
break it off, and who, it seems, was by no means 
scrupulous of the means to be employed to attain 
that much-desired object, took her daughter aside* 
and entreated her, since the marriage ceremony must 
take place, as a last resource, not to aUow it to be 
consummated; in which case, as she imagined, a 
divorce from the Pj^ce of Bareith would be easy to 

* Memoirea de la Mait^ye 4e BaniUi. 
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be obtained. To this proposition it does not appear 
(hat the princess made any answer.* 

On the morning of the day on which the marriage 
was to take place, the princess went betimes to the 
queen's apartment, and from thence to the king's, 
where she made a formal renimciation of her rights 
to the personal property belonging to her family. 
She then dined with her, family and her intended 
husband ; after which she retired with the queen for 
the purpose of being dressed for the ceremony. The 
queen, whose object was to gain time, in hopes of 
fresh news from England, as fast as one side of the 
princess's hair was dressed, undid it again ; so that 
at last the hair would no longer curl, which, as "^e 
princess herself observes, made her look hke a mad 
woman. She adds, *'A royal crown was placed 
upon mf head, together with twenty-four curls of 
false hair, each as big as my arm. I could not hold 
up my head, as it was too weak for so great a weight. 
My gown was a very rich silver brocade, trimmed 
with gold lace, and my train was twelve yards long. 
I thought I should have died under this diess." 

The marriage took place in the great apartment 
of the palace at Berlin, of which the furniture and 
ornaments were entirely of silver. The moment of 
the benediction being given was marked by a triple dis- 
charge of cannon ; after which the princess, seated 
under a canop^r, received the congratulations of all 
the court. This was followed by a ball, and then a 
supper, at which the king amused himself by making 
his new son-in-law drunk. After the supper, the 
dance of torches, an old German custom, took place. 
It consisted of the whole court walking gravely 
through the different rooms, to the sound of music* 
each holding a torch. During its performance the 
new-married couple walked with all the princes and 
princesses in turn. The princess was then undressed 
by her sisters and the day concluded. 

* M^moiTMrde la Mtrgcare da Banith. 

rt I l< 
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The third day after the marriaere the king fulfilled 
his promise to his daughter, of recalling her brother 
Frederic, and restoring him to his favour. His first 
appearance at court is thus descrioed by. the prin- 
cess :— " The 23d of November there was a ball in 
the great apartment of the palace, of which I profited 
as much as I was able, being fond of dancing. Grum> 
kow came and interrupted me in the middle of a 
minuet. * Really, madam,' said he, ' it seems as if 
you had been bitten by a tarantula ; do you not see 
the strangers who are just arrived V I stopped im- 
mediately, and looking round me, saw a young man 
in a gray coat who was unknown to me. 'Go,' 
said he, ' and embrace the prince royal, for you see 
him before you.* My whole frame was agitated with 
joy. ' Oh, Heavens ! my brother !' cried I ; * but I 
do not see him; where is hel For God's sake, 
show him to me !' Grumkow conducted me to him. 
As I came nearer I recognised him, but with diffi- 
culty. He was grown prodigiously fatter, and his 
neck much shorter ; his face also was much changed, 
and was no longer as handsome as it had been. I 
fell upon his neck. I was so overcome that I could 
only speak in an unconnected manner ; I wept and 
laughed like a person out of her senses. A fter these 
first emotions were subsided, I went and threw my- 
self at the feet of the king, who said to me aloud, 
m the presence of my brother, * Are you content with 
me ! You see that I have kept my word with you.' 
I took my brother by the hand, and implored the 
king to restore his affection to him. This scene was 
so touching that it drew tears from all present."* 

Previously to the release of Frederic, aR oath had 
been administered to him at Custrin, by which he 
bound himself to pay to his father the obedience he 
owed him ; not to make any attempt at escaping, nor 
to take any joumev without his permission ; to live 

^ MamcnrM de la Margrave de Banltt. 
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In the fear of God, and fulfil the duties of reh'inon; 
and, finally, to marry any princess who should.be 
destined to him by his father. WHen Frederic's uni- 
form was restored to him, he was offered a sword 
with it, but refused to put it on, saying, *' It is he 
who took my sword away ftrom me, who ought to 
restore it to me ;" nor would he wear one till it was 
given him by the king.* 

The f§tes for the marriage of his sister being con- 
cluded, Frederic went to his regiment, which was 
in garrison in the provinces ; and the princess royal 
and her husband departed to Bareith, where shortly 
afterward she received letters from her brother, 
complaining of the intention the king had of marry- 
ing him to the Princess Elizabeth Christina of Bruns- 
wick. Wolfenbuttel, who was the niece of the reign- 
ing empiress.f He writes : — ^'* Thus far my lot has 
been a tolerably happy one : I have lived quietly in 
my garrison : my flute, my books, and a few aflec- 
tionate friends have made my way of life there suffi- 
ciently agreeable. They now want to force me to 
abandon all this, in order to marry me to the Princess 
of Bevem,| whom I do not know : my consent has 
been extorted, which, however, was very painful to 
me. Must one always be tyrannized over, without 
any hope of a change. Still, if my dear sister were 
only here, I should endure all with patience.**^ Fred- 
eric had determined upon this marriage for his son, 
in order at once to put an end to the queen's projects 
Hor marryhig him to an English princess. 

Elizabeth Christina, only daughter of Ferdinand 
Albert, duke of Brunswick Wolfenbuttel, who be-- 

* Vie de Frederic n. 

t Elizabeth Christina, daughter of Lewto Rodolphns Duke of Bruiuh 
fdek WolfenbtttteU and wife of Cbariea the Sixth, Emperor of Germany. 

t In 1732, when Frederic's marriage took place, the fiuher of EUabeth 
Christina was still Duke of Brunswick Bevem; in 1735 he sucoeeded 
his fhOkBr-in-law Lewis Bodolphus in the do^y of Brunawick WoUbn* 
httte. 

tfiflmolrw de Ui MargraTe d« Barenh 
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came the wife of Frederic the Great, was a princess 
adorned with all the virtues that most dipify human 
nature: religions, benevolent, charitable, affection- 
ate, of the strictest and most irreproachable conduct 
herself, yet indulgent and foi^ving for the faults of 
others. Her whole life was passed in fulfilling the 
circle of her duties, and, above all, in striving with- 
out ceasing to act in the way that she thought 
would be most pleasing to her husfiand, whom she 
respected, admired, ana even loved, in spite of his 
constant neglect of her. The Princess of Bareith 
informs us that her education had been sadly ne- 
glected :* her mind was certainly by no means an 
enlarged one. Her person at the time of her mar- 
riage is thus described: — "The princess royal is 
tali : her figure is not a light one. She carries her- 
self forwara, which gives her an awkward air : her 
skin is most brillianUy white, and this whiteness is 
set off by a very fresh colour : her eyes are of a pale 
, blue, and their expression does not betoken much 
cleverness : her mouth is small : all her features are 
delicate, without being really handsome; and the 
ensemble of her face is so pretty and so infantine, 
that one would think it belonged to a child of twelve 
years old. Her hair is of a light colour, and curls 
naturally : but all her beauties are disfigured by her 
teeth, which are black and ill-arranged« She has 
no manner at all, and a good deal of difficulty in ex- 
pressing herself, and making herself understood; 
one is therefore obliged to divine what she wishes 
to say, which is very embarrassing."t 

The queen, who had always, on account of hei 
English views, been inimical to the idea of the 
Brunswick marriage, as it approached, transferred 
her dislike to the person of the princess ; of which, 
as well as of her mind, she was accustomed to ex* 
press the most contemptuous opinions. The fol* 

* M^mobfWffe la Margrave in Bareitli. t A«L 
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lowing conversation, as related by the Princess of 
Bareith, may serve to g^ve an idea of the manner 
in which the royal family of Berlin regarded the 
princess who was about to be «o nearly allied to 
them, as well as of the style of conversation which 
was permitted at that court: — 
. " The queen« at supper, tilmed the conversation 
to the future princess royal. * Your brother,' said 
she to me, but looking all the time towards him, 'is 
in despair at marrying her; and he is not wrong: 
she is an actual fool, and can only answer whatever 
is said to her by a Yes or a No, accompanied by a 
silly laugh, which is painful to hear/ ' Oh !' said my 
sister Charlotte, * your majesty is not yet aware of 
ail her merit. I was one morning at her toilet, and 
I thought that I should have been Suffocated by the 
dreadful smell; I think she must have ulcers about 
her person, for it cannot be natural to her. I re- 
marked also that she is deformed: her gown is 
stuffed on one side, and she has one hip higher than 
the other/ I was much astonislied at this discourse, 
which was held in the presence of the domestics 
and in that of my brother. I perceived that he 
changed colour, and that it appeared painful to him. 
He retired immediately after supper, and I did the 
«ame. He came to see me a moment aflerwsurd. 
I asked him whether he was satisfied with the king ? 
he replied^ that his sitijation changed every minute ; 
that at one time he was in favour, and at another in 
disgrace ; but that his great happiness was when he 
was absent from court ; that he then led a pleasant 
and tranquil life with his re^ment ; that hts studies 
and his music then formed ms principal occupations ; 
that he had built a house« and made a charming gar- 
den, where he could read and walk. 

I begged him to tell me if the portrait which the 
queen and my sister had made of the Princess of 
Brunswick was a true one. ' We are alone/ replied 
he, 'and T have no conoealnieiais from you: I will 
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«peak to you with sincerity. The queen, by her 
intrigues, is the sole source of our misfortunes. 
Scarcely were you gone before she recommenced 
aer communications with England. She wished to 
substitute for you my sister Charlotte, and to con- 
trive her marriage with the Prince of Wales. You 
may easily imagine that she used every effort for. the 
success of her plan, and also to marry me to the 
Princess EmUy. The king was informed of this 
design from its commencement, the Ramen (who is 
more in favour with the queen than ever) having be- 
tirayed it to him. The king was much nettled at 
these fresh intrigues, which nave caused many quar- 
rels between the queen and him. Seckendorff finally 
took part in the affair, and counselled the king to 
make an end of all these plans by concluding my mar- 
riage with the Princess of Brunswick. The queen 
cannot console herself for this reverse; and she 
vents her despair in abuse of that poor princess. Sh& 
wanted me to refuse this marriage decidedly, and 
told me she should not mind my quarrelling again 
with the king, provided I would only show firmness, 
in which case she should be well able to support me. 
I would not follow her advice, and declared to her 
plainly that I did not choose to incur the displeasure 
of my father, which had already caused me so much 
suffering. With regard to the princess, I do not dis- 
like her as much as I pretend to do : I affect not to 
be able to bear her, in order to make the more merrt 
of my obedience to the king. She is pretty, her com- 
plexion is of hlies and roses, her features are delr- 
cate, and her whole face is that of a beautiful person. 
She has had no education, and dresses very ill ; but I 
flatter myself that when she is here you will have the 
goodness to assist in forming her. I recommend her 
to you, my dear sister, and I hope that you will take 
her under your protection.* It may easily be supposed 
that my answer was such a one as he wished for."* 

* Mimoiiw de la MaigraTe de Bareitb 
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On the 12th of June, 1732, Frederic was united to 
the Princess of Brunswick ; but the marriage appears 
to have been never consummated, for which various 
reasons have been assigned : these partake too much 
of conjecture to be wortii detailing ; but the fact, from 
whatever cause proceeding, seems pretty certain; 
though Elizabeth Christina herself was in the habit 
of insinuating to those about her that she had once 
miscarried.* It appears from the Princess of Bareith's 
Memoirs that the queen, her mother, told her the 
marriage had not been consummated, and that this 
conversation happened a full year after the marriage 
had taken place, j The circumstances of the separa^ 
tion of the bride and bridegroom the first night after 
the marriage are generally thus related : — 'Hie cere- 
mony had taken place at the castle of Salzdahlen, a 
country palace of the Duke of Brunswick, and the 
young couple had retired; but hardly were they in bed 
before a cry. of fire was raised in the house, upon 
hearing which Frederic jumped up and left the nup- 
tial couch, to which he never retumed,% The account 
goes on to state that the alarm of fire^as a false one, 
and had been raised designedly by some of Frederic's 
friends, with the intention of giving him an opportu- 
nity of quitting his bride. 

After this adventure Frederic, during his whole 
life, saw hardly any thing of his wife ; as it does not 
appear that she accompanied him to Kupin and 
Rheinsberg, where he resided principally during the 
latter part of his father's reign. After his accession to 
the throne, we are told, he only went to see her once 
a-year, on her birthday, which was also the only day 
in the year on which, to do honour to her, he took 
off his boots, and appeared in stockings. *' He kept 
for this occasion," says Thiebault, ** a pair of black 
silk stockings, which, being not fastened up by gar- 

^ * rhiebaalt, Soayenira de Vingt Am de S^joor A Berlin, 
t M^moires de la Margrave de Bareith. 
. t Vie de Fre<leric H. 
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ter», generally hung in great wrinkles down his 
legs.'»* 

The queen for the most part held her quiet little 
court at Berlin; sometimes also at Charlottenburg ; 
but so completely separated was she from her husband 
that from the time she became queen she was never 
once at Potsdam ; nor did she ever during her whole 
life see the new or the old palace of Sans Souci. This 
entire neglect of her naturally led the world to sup- 
pose that Frederic disliked his wife ; but his estrange- 
ment from her would appear rather to have proceeded 
from an objection to the society of the sex in general 
than from««ny want of personal regard towards her- 
self. On the contrary, on more than one occasion 
he appears to have shown much anxiety for her wel-:. 
fare ; more particularly during an illness of hers, 
when an issue, which had remained open for several 
years in one of her legs, suddenly closed in an alarm- 
mg manner* Frederic, at Potsdam, being made ac- 
quainted with this circumstance, immediately sent a 
chasseur to the Doctor Musselius with the following 
note, written with his own hand : — " Sir, I learn with 
extreme grief that her majesty the queen is ill, and 
that her illness is liable to become serious, and even 
dangerous, unless immediate remedies are applied to 
it. I recommend you, in consequence, to see her 
without delay, and to unite with yourself the two 
other physicians of Berlin in whose talents and 
knowledge you have the most confidence, in order 
to administer to her all the assistance your art is 
master of. Remember, above all, that it is question 
here of the person the most necessary to the state, 
to the poor, and to me.^'f This respectable princess 
survived her husband many years, and died at ex- 
treme old a^. 

"The marriage of Frederic was followed by several 
figtes, which appear to have been as tedious as they 

* ThifllMiilt, SonTenin de Yingt Ans de Sijoinr A Berlin, t Ibid 



1732.] LlrtS OF FREDERIC B. 1^7 

were fatiguing. The following one, described by the 
Princess of Bareith, was perhaps the most disastrous, 
and certainly the most singular of all : — 

'* The next day there was a great promenade. We 
were all in phaetons, dressed out m our best. Ail 
the nobility followed in carriages, of which there 
were eighty-five. The king, in a berline, led the pro 
cession : he had ordered beforehand the round we 
were to take, and very soon fell asleep. There came ^ 
on a tremendous storm of wind and rain, in spite of 
which we continued our procession at a foot's pace. 
It may easily be imagined what a state we were in, 
we were as wet as if we had been in the river; our 
hair hung about our ears, and our gowns and head* 
dresses were destroyed. We got out at last, after 
three hours' rain, at Monbijou, where there was to 
be a great illumination and ball. I never saw any 
thing so comical as all these ladies, looking like so 
many Xantippes, and with their dresses sticking to 
their persons. We could not even dry ourselvest 
and were obliged to remain all the evening in ouv 
Wet clothes."* 

• UtmAxn de la MargrtTodff BwtltlL 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Frederic's Manner ofLifb and Amnsementa at tbls time— His Improre^ 
menta at Rbeinsberg— He receives pecuniary Assistance fh>m Seek* 
endorff ; also fVom Russia and the Duke of Coarland— Frederic's 
Letters to Subm— The King attacked by Apoplexy, but recorers— 
Death of the King of Poland— Frederic WUIiam in person assists ths 
Emperor with 10,000 men— Campaign under Prince Eugene— Peace 
concluded in 1735— The King returns Home in Ill-health— Frederie 

Soes to fcftettin and Konlgaberg— His Employment of his Time at 
Iheinsberg. 

Upon the occasion of his marriage the king gave 
to Frederic the county of Rupin, whither he went 
almost immediately to reside. At first his abode was 
the town of Rupin, but shortly afterward the king 
bought for him a country-house at Rheinsberg, a vil- 
lage a few miles from Rupin. Here Frederic estab- 
lished himself with his friends, and continued to 
reside, except when called away by duties, during 
the remainder of his father's life. Among his amuse- 
ments during the years he spent at Rheinsberg one 
of the principal was the embellishment of the place. 
When he first came to it he found it in a dreadful 
state of neglect and dilapidation ; nor was the pros- 
pect of improvement cheering, for the soil on all sides 
consisted of that barren sand which forms so large 
a part of the territories of Brandenburgh. With 
much expense and trouble soil was brought, and 
beautiful gardens were formed; while the house, 
which at Frederic's arrival showed no appearance of 
taste or comfort, was rebuilt upon a classical model. 
When finished it bore upon its pediment the following 
words: — ^"Frederico tranquiUitatem colenti;"* an 
inscription which excited the highest displeasure in 

* Vis de Fredsric JL 
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Frederic William, who, little aware of the real char- 
acter of his son, imagined that he saw in his refined 
hahits and literary tastes the signs of an indolent and 
luxurious reign, which would l^ the ruin of the arti- 
ficial power of the house of Prussia. '* When I am 
dead," said he, "you will see Berlin full of madmen 
and free-thinkers, and the sort of people who wsdk 
about the streets, such as my mother and grand- 
mother* loved." 

To walk about the streets was, it should be men- 
tioned, a heinous crime in the eyes of Frederic Wil- 
liam, as proving a disposition to idleness in the person 
so offending. If he met a woman in the streets he 
was accustomed to abuse her for her idleness, and 
to order her home to take care of her family; if a 
priest, he caned him ; if anybody else, of whatever 
degree, he for the most part had them taken up, and 
placed as private soldiers in one of his regiments. 
In consequence, whenever l^is approach was discov- 
ered the whole population fled before him, and hid 
themselves wherever they were able.f 

The very moderate allowance of money allotted 
by Frederic William to his son's support would not, 
as may be supposed, have sufficed for the improve- 
ments of Rheinsberg, or even for the necessary, ex- 
penses of his establishment : but it appears that he 
nad other sources of income. As earl^ as the year 
1732 we find him, through the intervention of Seck- 
endorff, receiving sums of money from the Empress 
of Germany, who, being a princess of the house of 
Brunswick, and aimt of the wife of Frederic, was 
probably for those reasons made use of as the chan- 
nel of communication between Frederic and the em- 
peror. This apparently was the first money he had 
received from foreign courts. The Princess of Ba- 
reith informs us that one day her brother said to her, 
*' ' Seckendorff sometimes sends me money, of which 

* Henrietta of Orance-Naoraii. 

t Ttiiebanlt, Soavenlni in Yingt A^p de Btym 9 Berlia 
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I have great need. I have already taken measures 
that he should also procure some for you. My gal' 
leons arrived yesterday, and I will divide their con- 
tents with you.' In foct, he brought me next day a 
thousand crowns, assuring me that he would after- 
ward send me still more. I made considerable diffi- 
culties in accepting them^ not wishing to be a burthen 
to him. He smugged his shoulders, and said to me, 
'Take them boldly, for the empress sends me as 
much money as I wish ; and I assure you that by this 
means I get rid of the demon of poverty as soon as I 
find him approaching me.' — * The empress, then,' re- 
plied I, • is a better exorcist than other priests 1' — 
* Yes,' replied he ; * and I promise you that she will 
send away your demon as well as mine.' "* 

Subsequently we find that Frederic frequently re- 
ceived sums of money, under the name of loans, from 
the Empress Anne of Russia and her favourite, Biren 
Duke of Courland. Upon this subject there are con- 
siderable details in the correspondence of Frederic 
with Suhm. Suhm had been for some years minister 
plenipotentiary at Berlin from Augustus the Second, 
King of Poland; during which time he gained the 
friendship of Frederic. He afterward filled the same 
office at the court of St. Petersburg, and was then em- 
ployed by Frederic as his agent in procuring for him 
the loans he had occasion for. Suhm appears to have 
been aman of an amiable disposition, some talents, 
and considerable cultivation ; and entirely devoted to 
Frederic. He died almost immediately after Fred,- 
eric's accession to the throne, just as he was pre- 
paring to attach himself entirely to his service. 

In the correspondence, before mentioned, between 
Frederic and Suhm, the loans of money from Biren 
to the former are frequently alluded to under the 
names of books. Thus Frederic writes, on the 22d 
of January, 1737:— "You do not content yourself 

* IIAmairai de la BtofnTe de Bueith. 
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with being useful to me in matters of philosophy** 
(this alludes to his translation of Wolff), ''you wish 
to be equally so in history. The life cf Prince 
Eugene^ which is both a useful and proper work 
for young men of my age, will gire me much plea- 
sure. As you haVe so kindly charged yourself with 
sending .me this book, I shall take no trouble my- 
self, not even with respect to the binding, which I 
am sure you will also take care of; as well as of 
having it well packed up, in order that the wet may 
not get to the books and the prints, which would be 
spoiled by it. I should much wish, my dear Dta- 

Shanes^ to be able in my turn to furnish a well-chosen 
brary for you, who know how to make such an 
excellent use of it.*** Here, as will be perceived, 
The lAfe of Prince Eugene is the sum of money. 
IHaphanes was a familiar name given by Frederic to 
Suhm. We shall see when we come to treat of the 
society at Rheinsberg, that he was fond of giving 
classical and poeticsd names to his friends. The 
loans from Russia did not arrive so rapidly as the 
necessities of Frederic required; for we find him 
again, on the 23d of Marcn, 1737, alluding to the 
same subject : *' I am at the end of my reading, and 
am waiting with great impatience for The Life of 
Prince Eugene. Some one, the other day, sum- 
moned me to give him an extract from it ; I excused 
myself as well as I could, upon the ground that the 
original was not yet in my hands ; which gave rise 
to a scene very like that in the "Joueur," where 
Monsieur Galonier and Madam Adamf came to pay 
aim a visit.** 

In another letter, without date, he says, " Since 
you are good enough to be my agent in Russia, have 
the kindness to send me the new edition they are 
printing there of TTie Life of Prince Eugene : it will 

* CorrMpondance flunlliere et amicale dt Frederic 11., Rol de Pnuee 
vnc U. F. de Snhin. 
t Tw9 ehaneteraiB the " Joneur,* hj Regwrd 
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be the shortest way, and the best arrangement, for 
sending it ; and the agreement with the bookseller is 
more sure and more to my advantage than that with 
the Vienna booksellers, who print slowly, and give no 
credit to those who subscribe ; and who, in short, 
do not suit me. I am asked for twelve copies of 
this book. Those who have commanded them per- 
secute me daily to get them, as if I had a printing- 
press in my house, and could satisfy them when I 
pleased. In short, eleven or twelve persons are so 
mad after The lAfe oj Prince Eugene, that they are 
determined to have it at any price. Judge of m? 
situation : I vow myself to all the saints ; and, ii 
deed, without you I should be in a very bad wa> 
Make, then, I l)eseech you, your agreement with th 
bookseller; I give you a full power for it: my in 
terests cannot be placed in better hands than yours."* 

In this letter, as will be immediately perceived, 
allusion is made to the money transactions he had 
before had with the court of Vienna. The twelve. 
conies means twelve thousand crowns; and those 
wno had commanded them are his creditors. At 
length Suhm writes thus on the 28th of May, 1737 : 
— •* I have received with an inexpressible joy the 
adorable mark of your recoUection, which your royal 
highness has been good enough to give me in !your 
gracious letter. No. 4. I waited to answer it^tiU the 
departure of a courier, being anxious to send by the 
same occasion the enclosed Memoirs ofjhe Academy, 
in three^ volumes, hound d VAngloise, This, sir, till I 
can send you the other wor^, the bringing out of 
which I hasten as much as possible." 

The three volumes of the memoirs are three thou- 
sand crowns ; which, from the well-known habit of 
England to subsidize all other nations, are not in- 
aptly described as bound in the English manner. It 
appears, from the mention of the other work, that a 

* CorrMpoodanoe ftunOtere et amtoato d« Frederic 11^ Roi de PnuM 
«vec H. F. de Suhm. 
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second sum was to follow. A g^at many alliisions 
of the same kind with those already quoted occur in 
the correspondence : in some instances those parts 
of the letters which Tefer to the loans are written in 
cipher and sometimes in German ; and are always 
accompanied, on the part of Frederic, with thanks 
to the Duke of Courland for his kindness. 

In 1738, it appears that it was suggested to Frede- 
ric to receive money direct from the empress, in 
Qonsequence of the* alleged poverty of her favourite. 
Suhm writes thiis on the 21st of March in that year : 
— ^ You will receive a packet in May. It will prob- 
ably be the same sum as last year, as I have not* 
been able to prescribe any change. You may judge 
how much the duke is anxious to be useful to you, 
since he makes a great effort for it, having himself 
the tremendous debts of his predecessors* to pay. 
It is true that he has a great resource. It is there 
without doubt that t/ou must think of drawing for 
the future. She is entirely well disposed to it. She 
loves and esteems you truly, and will have great 
pleasure in rendering you service ; persuaded as she 
is, that people who think alike, and whose ideas are 
noble, may assist one another without its causing 

any inconvenience."t 

The resource of Biren was the empress, to whom 
these paragraphs refer. It appears that there had 
l)een some scruple on the part of Frederic of ask- 
ing, and on that of the empress of offering assist- 
ance, lest the obligation thus incurred to a foreign 
power should compromise the duties of the former 
to his own country. The middle term of a loas 
from Biren had been therefore resorted to ; and we 
find from the conclusion of the correspondence with 
Suhm, that one of the first cares of Frederic, wlv*n 
he succeeded his father, was the repayment of the 

* The DnkM of Coarland. 

t (jorrespondanee ftnuUere et anikale de Fradtrie 11., Boide PriMM 
•fwTJ.F. deSiUun. 



144 LUE OF FR£J>fiRIC n. [1732. 

sums of hioney he had thus borrowed. So that 
thus far these transactions bore entirely the appeai- 
ance of an accommodation between two private 
individuals. 

Frederic's answer to the letter of Suhni, just 
quoted, shows the continuance of his repugnance to . 
place himself under any obligation to the^empress : 
— ^'*,Your letter occasioned me so much embarrass- 
ment, that I have taken some time to answer it I 
cannot bring myself to Bgree to the propositions you 
make me. The idea of begging for money is dia- 
metrically opposite I to my views. If 1 could ^have 
remained on the same footing with the duke, I should 
have been glad of it ; but the difference is very great. 
I can be under an obligation to a duke ; but to an 
empress! only reflect on the consequences T In 
the following year, however, his necessities and the 
poverty of Biren seem to have driven him to consent 
to the propositions of the Russian court. 

One cannot help doubting whether the poverty of 
Biren was not a subterfuge ; — for who ever heard 
of the favourite of a Russian czarina limited in the 
article of money T— It is also very possible that the 
empress, in spite of the delicacy and unwillingness 
which Suhm says she felt of offering money to 
Frederic, was not unwilling to compel the heir-ap- 
parent of the throne of Prussia to solicit pecuniary 
assistance from her; and thus to hold him in com- 
plete dependence on the court of Petersburg. 

In December, 1739, we find him writing thus to 
Suhm : — ** I will write to the empress as soon as you 
win send me the model of the letter, with the titles. 
I must have twenty-four thousand crowns a-year. 
If you can succeed m this, you may take two thou- 
sancT of them for yourself each year. I hope the 
agreement will be concluded by the month of April.''* 
It is probable this agreement was never put into 

* CorrMpondanee fenoAiert ec laictle de Frederic n., Rol de PnMNb 
»rteU. F.deeottBi. 
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force, in consoquetice of the deatii of (rederic Wil- 
liam; but that Frederic had humiliated himself suf- 
ficiently to consent to it there can be no doubt 

A fancy, in orthog^raphy, of Frederic's, which first 
appears in his correspondence with Suhm,, may be 
worth mentioning on account of its singularity* 
In one of his letters to that correspondent, in the 
year 1737, he signs Federie instead of Frederic; a 
habit he continued during the remainder of his life. 
The reason of this pecuUar spelling it is impossible 
now to discover; but it is probable that a greater 
supposed harmony in the sound may have led to it. 
It 18 well known also, that Voltaire, whose acquaint- 
ance Frederic had made in the preceding year, was 
much addicted to such afiectations in writing him- 
self; and he may, therefore, very possibly have 
given the idea of this one to Frederic. 

Eariy in the year 1733 Frederic William had an 
attack of an apoplectic kind, from which, in a cer- 
tain degree however, he soon recovered ; though his 
health was by no means so strong as it had pre- 
viously been. ^ The king was much changed in ^e 
face,'' observes his daughter, ^ and his body always 
swelled at night. One afternoon, while he was 
asleep, and we all sitting round him, he had a fit. 
As he always snored excessively, we did not at first 
perceive it. I was the first to remark that his face 
Became black and swelled. I immediately gave a 
scream, and pointed it out to the queen': she pushed 
him several times to wake him, but without effect. 
I ran for assistance. We cut open his neckcloth, 
and threw water on his face ; and by degrees he 
came to himself again."* It is curious to observe, 
both in this instance, as well as in that of the apo- 
plectic fit, before related, which happened to George 
the First at Berlin, that bleeding under any form 
does not appear to have been resorted to« or eves . 
thought of. 

« M«teoirM de la MargntB teltarilft. 

Vol. I.— M 
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The kind of life which at this tioie Frederic Wil* 
liam obliged all about him to submit to is really 
worth our attention, from the perfection of tedious 
ness, enlivened only by; the king's occasional bursts 
of passion, to which it had arrived ; and the degree 
of actual sufifering which all who came^ within its 
circle were obliged to endure. '^ The dinner was at 
midday : this repast was bad of its kind, and so in« 
sufficient that no one had enough to assuage theif 
hunger. A buffoon, placed opposite to the king» re 
peated to him the news of the g^ettes, on which he 
made pohtical reflections, as ridiculous as they were 
tedious. On leaving the table, the king went to 
sleep in an armchair, placed by the side of the fire , 
the rest were all around him, listening to his snoring. 
His sleep lasted till three o'clock, when he mount^ 
his horse. At six he returned ifrom his ride, and 
emi^oyed himself in painting, or rather daubing, till 
seven, after which he smoked. During this time th 
queen played at tocadille. The supper took place 
at eight o'clock in her apartments : it always lasted 
till midnight, and the conversation was like the ser* 
mons of certain preachers, which are considered iH'* 
fallible remedies against want of sleep."* 

Early in this year died Augustus the Second, King 
of Poland, whose excesses had early ruined an iron 
constitution. At the time of his death, he was oe» 
cupied in the vast and impracticable project of re&« 
dering the crown of Poland hereditary in his family. 
In furtherance of this purpose he had requested tne 
King of Prussia to send his minister Grumkow to 
confer with him at Warsaw, who accordingly met 
him there. << The King of Poland wanted to dis- 
cover the designs of Grumkow, and the latter those 
of the king. They made one another drunk recip- 
rocally in this intention, which. caused the death of 
Augustus, and to Grumkow an ilUiess from which 
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he never enlirely recovered.''* The dea& of Augus- 
tus occasioned a war, which by degrees extended 
itself to the whole of Europe. Stanislaus Leczinski 
again aUempted, suf^rted by hia son-in-law Lewis 
the Fifteenth, to establish himself on the throne of 
Po]and, to which he was eleeted by ^e unanimous 
vote of the diet. On the other hand, a few palatines 
in the interest of Saxony withdrew from the diet, 
and assembling themselves in an inn in the village 
of Praga, on the other side of the Vistula, elected 
the son of their late sovereign ; whose rights were 
immediately supported by all the power of the Em« 
peror of Germany and of the Empress of Russia. 
The envoys of France endeavoured to persuade the 
Kmg of Prussia to send an armed force into Po«* 
lish Prussia, and to take possession of it till the 
re-establishment of peace. Butthat prudent prince^ 
who saw very well that if he once entered into the 
war, he might soon be drawn into it much farther 
than he intended, resolutely adhered to the system 
of neutrality he had at first laid down to himself: 
nor was it till the following year, and then very 
much against his own wishes, that he was conw 
polled, as it were, to take a part in the contest. 

The French having violated the territory of the 
empire, by seizing upon the fortress of Kebl, the 
emperor took advantage of this to oblige the princes 
of the empire to declare in his favour. Among the 
rest, he summoned the King of Prust^ia to assist him 
with the troops he was bound to furnish, according* 
to the treaty of 1728. Frederic William endeavoured* 
to excuse himself, but without success, and was 
finally obliged to send ten thousand men to the 
Rhine, who served during the war under Prince 
Eugene of Savoy, the emperor's generalissimo. 
Fr^eric WilKara, accompanied by his eldest son, 
soon followed his troops, for he found it impossible 

* M^moirM poor aervir i rffistoire de la Maison d« Braadcbourg. 
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to live separated from them ; and he was also wiU» 
ing to take this opportunity of makin^f his son ac- 
quainted with the realities of war; his knowledge 
of it thus far having been confined to reviews and 
manceuvres. The French army, under the com- 
mand of the Marshal Duke of Berwick, laid siege to 
Philipsbourg ; while Prince Eugene encamped his 
army at a village called Wiesentha], within cannon- 
shot of the French lines. But, says Frederic, there 
was here ''only the shadow of the great Eugene: 
he had survived himself; and he feared to expose his 
reputation, so solidly established, to the hazard of 
an eighteenth battle. A bold young man would have 
attacked the French intrenchments, which were 
hardly marked out when the army arrfved at Wie- 
senthal. The French troops were placed so near 
Philipsbourg, that their cavalry had not space to put 
itself in order between the town and the camp, with- 
out suffering much from our cannonade. It had but 
one bridge of communication upon the Rhine ; and, 
in case weir intrenchments had been taken, all the 
French army, which had no retreat, must infallibly 
have perished : but the destiny of empires ordered it 
otherwise. The French took Philipsbourg in the 
very sight of Prince Eugene, without anybody's 
opposing them.*** 

It appears that the King of Prussia endeavoured 
to persuade Prince Eugene to ^ve battle to the 
French, in order to succour Phihpsbourg ; but the 
latter refused, upon the ground that if he was beat, 
the whole of Germany would be laid open to the 

* Mtaiolm poor aerrir A I'HifltolrB de la MaisM da Brandebtnirg.— 
In oae oThto eoavarrations with the Prinee da Lifoe* Fraderie aacribed, 
la part at leaat, tha Anita committed by Prince Eufene in thia hia laat 
eaapaicn, to the evU coonaela he reeelTed. ** Whan the eabal which, 
dttrinff Arty yean, Prinee Encane had alwaya had againat him in hia 
array, wiahed to injure him, they took advantage of the moment when 
Ma mind, which waa in tolerably goad order in the morning, had been 
weakened by the fttignea of the day : it waa thna that they made him 
nndertake hia injodidooa march to Ifayencf ."— Lettrea et Feno^aa da 
Bfaraehal Prince de LIgna 
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enemy. Probably at an earner period ofliis life, he 
would have won the battle at once, without stopping 
to consider what would be the effect of losing it;* 

Though but little was done this campaign, an op- 
portunity occurred of exhibiting that courageous 
coolness in the hour of danger which was part of , 
the nature of FVederic, and which first became 
-known upon the^ present occasion. He had gone to, 
reconnoitre the lines of Philipsbourg, followed by a 
considerable number of other persons: passing, in 
his return, through a wood that could be seen 
through, the cannon of the lines accompanied him 
without ceasing, and shattered several trees close to 
him; without occasioning his horse to hasten his 
pace, and without causing the hand that held the 
bridle to exhibit the slightest nervimishess. On the 
contrary, those who were around him remarked, that 
he continued to talk with unruffled tranquillity to the 
generals who accompanied him ; and who admired 
his courage in the midst of a danger with which he 
had not yet had an opportunity of beingfamiliarized.f 

The Prussian auxitiary troops continued with the 
imperial army during the campaign of 1735, ^ which 
was passed, like that of the preceding year, in eat- 
ing and drinking.^ At the end of it peace was con- 
cluded between the emperor and France ; and the 
Prussian troops returned home. Frederic William, 
on leaving the army, had gone to his territory of 
Cleves, where his dropsical syroi^ms increased so 
much upon him, that he was for some time unable to 
move ; and was at length brought to Berlin, with 
much difficulty, and in a very precarious condition. 
He suffered great paifl. At length his legs, which 
had been long dreadfully swelled, burst; he was 
obliged to keep them in buckets, which received the 

* MAmo lw 4e Ui MargMfV deBanttIt 

t CorrespoDdanee fluniliera ec amicate de Frederic 11^ Bol de rnmti 
•TeeU. F. de Sulun. 
> t Mdmoiiee de la Margimv* de Bvcttk. 
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water tliift flowed from them. A sort of swelling, 
which he had in one of his legs, gave the surgeons 
an idea that there was an abscess forming there, and 
they resolved to make an incision into it. The ope 
ration was long and painful, and was borne by the 
. king with heroic firmness ; who insisted upon having 
a looking-glass placed before him, in order that>e 
might the better see what the surgeons were doing. 
It was thought at this time that the king could not 
live four-and*twenty hours; but the event proved 
otherwise, for he recovered, though not to the de- 
gree of health and strength that he had previously 



It was during the course of this illness that a 
scene took place between Frederic WilUam and one 
of his valets-de-chambre, which was very character- 
istic of the violence of temper of the former, and at 
the same time of his devout feelings. One evening, 
when he was too unwell to read his usual devotions * 
himself, the valet-de-chambre was employed to read 
them to him^ The prayer ended with these words, 
** Que Dieu te benisse r The servant, not thinking it 
respectful to tutoyer a king, changed the expression, 

' and read ^ Que Dieu vous benisse r Immediately the 
pious monarch became exasperated, and, flinging 
something at the reader's head, cried out, '' It is not 
so ; read it over again." The poor man, in. his fright, 
could not conceive what he had done wrong, and 
read again, ^ Que Dieu veus benisse JV Upon this 
the king's anger redoubled, and, having nothing else 
near him, he took off his own night-cap, and threy? 
it in the man's face, cr3ring out, '* It is not so ; read 
it over again.'! The servant, more dead than alive, 
repeated again, in a low suppUcating tone, "^ Que 
Dteuycus benisse T"-^ Te benisse^ rogue," continued 
the king; ^te benisse. Do you not know, rogue, that 

. in the eyes of God I am only a miserable rascal like 
yourself 1"t 

*M«iiioirMde]«Mttr|TaTedefiaieith f Vie de Flmderi ? II 
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Frd^ric left the army on the Rhine shortly aftei 
his fftther ; «nd on his return to Berlin was sent by 
Mm to Stettin, with the Prince of Anhalt, in order 
to iiispectrthe fortifications of that town. From 
^Kence he went to Konigsberg, to pay a visit to the 
ttnftlttiiiAate Stanislaus Leezinski, who had taken 
i«fttge there ; after having been a second time driven 
by the-army of the Russisms from the throne of Po- 
land, and having defended Dantzic most heroically, 
but in vain, for above six months. Frederic con- 
tinued some weehs with him, and contracted a friend- 
i^ap with him which continued till the death of Stan* 
isiaus. He was, after this expedition, permitted to 
return to Rheinsberg, where he continued to reside 
f€>r the most part till he succeeded to the throne ; 
only leaving it, when obliged, in order to visit his 
father, for me marriages of his sisters, to attend re* 
niewB, &c.* During his stay here he employed him* 
self inoch in (cultivating his mind, and improving his 
literaiy tastes^ Many of his works, both in poetry 
and prose^ were composed at Rheinsberg. Of these 
liAOre will be said, after some account has been first 
given of his way of life ; of the friends he collected 
ifmnd him ; and of his correspcmdence with differ* 
eat literary characters. 

Daring the whole time of his stay at Rheinsberg 
^ederie was accustomed to devote his mornings to 
study and composition. At that time it was univer- 
sally thought by those who surrounded him, that 
when he l^came sovereign, his character would be 
only distingui^ed by amiability in society, by aban- 
donment to pleasure, and by a love of show and 
magniffeence. Yet those who came the nearest to 
his person ought to have judged otherwise of him, 
from this singular and striking circumstance ; namely, 
tlmtthe prince never left his apartment, nor received 
any one m it before midday : it was known, however, 

• Via de Frederie IL 
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that he rose very early. How did he then ocenpy 
himself when alone during six or seven consecutive 
hours 1 Tins was what his attendants could not di- 
vine, and he never made any confidences upon ths 
subject. It was discovered afterward, that it was 
these hours that he devoted, without intefruption, to 
his studies, and to his correspondence with RoUiUy 
D^Argens, Voltaire, Wolff, and so many others. No 
one at the time imagined this.* 

It was at Rheinsberg that he first contracted the 
habit of early rising, in order to have more time for 
his various occupations. He writes thus to Suhm, 
in 1736 : ^ Having not been quite well lateljr, my sur* 
geon has advised me to take more exercise, than I 
have hitherto done, which has. obliged me to mount 
my horse, and to take a trot and a gallop every morn- 
ing. But, in order not to be obli^ on that account 
to change my oidinary way^of life, I get up earlier, 
in order to Tegain on the one' hand what I lose on the 
other."t He now usually rose between five and six 
o'clock : subsequently, when he came to the thrqne, 
and had more to do, he fixed four o'clock as jiis hour 
of rising. Upon one occasion, while he was with 
the army on the Rhine, he, together with several of 
his companions, formed the impossible project of ex- 
isting entirely without sleep, that they might thus live 
double the time of other men. For four days and 
four nights they contended successfully against the 
approaches of slumber, assisted by strong .co0ee 
taken in great abundance. At the end of that time, 
however, entire exhaustion came upon them, and 
obliged them to give up the <M>nte8t. 

After the morning studies of Frederic, at Rheins- 
berg, the rest of the day was devoted to society, to 
music, and amusements of various kinds. The best 
idea of his way of life, as well as some knowledge 

* thielMiidt, SMrrenin de VIngt Ana d* 8«Wrar i Beritai. 
t OoqrwpoDdaiicefkmatareetaiiiiealede JPiedoien^lM 
— U. F. de S«lim. 
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or those who were his compaiiioD» in it, will be 
gfained by a reference to some of bis own letters. In 
Adjust, 1730^ he writes to Suhm :— " I am aboar to 
retire into my beloved solitude^ where I shall give 
full course to m3r studies. Wolff, as yon may be* 
ligve, vnll keep his place in them ; the Sieur Rollin 
will have his hours ; and the resi will be consecrated 
to the gods of tranquiUity and of repose. . A certain 
poet, of whom you have probably heard, and per- 
kaps read some of his works, Gresset, is coming to 
see me ; and with him the Abb^ Jordan, Keyseiling, 
Fouqnet, and the Major Stille. By what fatality, my 
dear IHaphanes, are we separated ; and why cannot 
we^ together at Rheinsberg, see our days: pass tran- 
quilly in the midst of troth and innocence.*^ 

Again, in October of the same year, he writes >* 
** I think that you will not be sorry if I say a few 
words to you re^[)ecting our rural amusemenis ; for, 
with persons who are dear to us, we love to enter 
even into the smallest details. We have divided our 
occupatiims into two classes, of which the first con- 
sists of what is useful, and the second of what is 
agreeable. I reckon in the list of the us^^fuls, the 
study of philosophy, history, and languages; flie 
agreeables are music,, the tragedies and comedies 
whidi we represent, the mas^erades and the pres- 
«Eit8 which we give. The serious occupations, how- 
ever, faave-iJways the prerogative of going before the 
others ; and I think I can say, ttiat we make a rea^ 
sonable use of our pleasures, only indulging in them 
to relieve the mind, and to preveint moroseness, and 
too much philosophic gravity, which is apt not to 
yield a smile even to the graces.** And again, ^ Vie 
pass our time here as smoothly and as agreeably as 

Sossible. Our company is very pleasant, and our 
ours are well divided and occupied.*^ 

* OonwpoddaaoeftnkaiiKotanilmtodAFrediBtoIL,Boidftn^ 
vno U. P. d« Sidioi 
tiWrf, 
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In Ae following year be describes bimself as en- 
joying, in Ms retreat, much tranquillity and happi- 
ness, and as looking with unfeigned contempt u^n 
the agitations of the rest of the world. ^ I set off 
on the 25th to return to my dear garden at Rupin. I 
bum with impatience to see again my vineyanls, my 
cherries, and my melons ; and there, tranquil and 
free from.aU useless cares, I shall lire really for my- 
self. I become' every day more avaricious of my 
time, of which I render an account to myself, and 
never lose any of it without much regret. My-mind 
is now wholly turned towards philosophy: that study 
remiters me wonderful services, which are repaid by 
me with affection. I find myself happy because J 
am much more tranquil than formerly ; my soul is 
much less agitated with violent and tumultuous emo- 
tions. I suppress the first impulses of my passions, 
and do not proceed to act upon them till after 
having well considered the question before me.'* — 
'^ I am returned from Cleves, and am now a peace- 
able inhabitant of Remusberg,* applying myself to 
study, and reading almost from morning till night. 
With regard to the news of the worid, you will learn 
them better through the gazetteers than through 
m^. They contain the history of the madness and 
folLy of the great, the wars of some, the quarrels of 
others, and the childish amusements of all. These 
news are as little worthy the attention of a man of 
sense as the quarrels of rats and mice would be.** 

Upon another occasion he dwells witii much com- 
placency upon his continual and uninterrapted 
studies ; and, as the fruit of them, despatches to his 
correspondent an ode addressed to the Deity. ^ Dur- 
ing tbe four months that I have been here, I have 
never ceased studying. I consider it a duty to em- 
ploy my time well, and to derive as much benefit 
from it as I am able. As 1 wish to communicate 

* A name given by Fn&tic to Staeinsbeff . 



1786^7.] ura «r vnomio n. 159 

to you some of ray aimia^nenls, I yenton to send 
yott an ode, of which the subject has been no small 
assistance to rae in composing it. Once more, my 
dear Diaphanes, excuse my follies, and regard this 
ode with some induigrace : it is not to extort youi 
approbation, but to give you an account of my amuse« 
ments, that I eend it to you.*** 

From these extracts we may judge of the delight 
of Frederic at finding himself at Uberty, in his re* 
treat, to follow his own pursuits ; a delight which 
of course was increased from the contr^t of the 
misery and slavery he underwent whenever he was 
obliged to be in attendance upon his father. Frede« 
ric William did not, however, always leave his son 
in peace at Rheinsberg : frequent were his threats 
of dispersing the joyous society assembled there* 
whom he called a set of French coxcombs ; but his 
anger was always diverted by the good discipline of 
Fredericks regiment, who, in the midst of his plea- 
sures and his studies, had the good sense never to 
forget the duties of a corporal, and thus warded off 
every storm which impended over him from the vio- 
lent temper of his father. 

We are told that, upon one occasion, Frederic Wil- 
liam determined to surprise his son, and to see with 
his own eyes how he passed his time. For this 
purpose he set off one morning very early from Pots- 
dam, without having given notice of his journey, and 
went straight to Rupin, where the prince's regiment 
was quartered, intending to go from thence to Rheins- 
berg, which is in the neighbourhood, to dinner; ex- 
pecting to find and to surprise his son at the latter 
place. On arriving by times at Rupin, he found 
Frederic there, exercising his regiment. His aston- 
ishment and pleasure at this were equal ; and it is 
said that from this moment he began to entertain 

* CarrMpondenee fhmiliera el amlcato de Fnderle IL, Bui de Pnin^ 
wee U. F. de Silun. 
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a more favourable opinion of his son.* It is sap* 
posed that Frederic had been secretly informed very 
early in the morning of his father^s intention, and 
had taken his measores in conseqaence. 

Upon another occasion FVedenc William appears 
to have been again displeased with his son, but to 
have been appeased by means of the same kind. 
Frederic writes thus to Suhm : — ** There have been 
latterly some fresh quarrels ; the whole proceeding 
from a jealousy which Bredowf has against Wolden* 
The first found means to insinuate to the king that 
I was a man without religion ; that Manteuffel and 
you had contributed much to corrupt me ; and that 
wolden was a madman, who acted the buffoon to our 
society, and was my favourite. You know that the 
accusation of irreligion is the last refuge of calum- 
niators, and that, that once asserted, nothing more 
need be said. The king took fire ; but I remained 
tranquil and silent. My regiment did wonders ; and 
the manual exercise, a little flour sprinkled upon the 
heads of the soldiers, men above six feet high, and 
a good many recruits, have proved arguments stronger 
than those of my calumniators. All is quiet at pres* 
ent, and no more is said of religion, of Wolden, of 
my persecutors, nor of my regiment.'*| It is to be 
feared, however, that the charge of irreligion brought 
by Frederic William against his son and his corn- 
panions was but too well founded. 

* Tliieb«al% SoaTenirs de Vingt Am de S^jour i Berlin. 

t BredoW had been one of the gOYemora of tbe prince royal, and wa« 
■tSU attached to bis peraon. Wolder. was alao one ofhia attcadanta. 

t Oorreepondenee fiuniUare et wmeale d« Froderio U., R^ d« ?!«■% 
ivaa U- F do Suhm 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

CliarMtmv of the CoBiMUiioMor Frederic^KeysMrliBf— Jordan—] 
beSsdorf— Major Stille— La Motte Fouquet— Vlaits of Frederic Wil« 
Uam to Rbeinsberf — Fttederic inatitotea a Society called *'Tlie Fritiiidt 
of Tmth^— MaBtevirel and Wolir— Society of ** The Knights of Bay- 
ard" — Correspondence of Frederic with celebrated Aotbors— Aceovnt 
of Ilia early writings— He accompanies his Father to Cleres and the 
Hacoe— fife becomes a Freenason— Fkvderie William's last IUbsm 
and Death— His Funeral. 

It may here be proper to give some account of the 
associates of Frederic at this period of his life, as 
far. as any can be collected from the memoirs an4 
letters of the time. The principal of them were 
Keyserling, Jordan, Chasot, Knobelsdorf, Major 
Stifle, and Fouquet. The character of Keyserling* 
has been before given, and it may, therefore, perhaps 
be only necessary here to add, that he continued to 
enjoy the intimate friendship of Frederic till his 
death, which happened in 1746, upon which occasion 
Frederic consecrated a poem, full of the most affec- 
tionate expressions, to his memory.* 

Jordan was descended from one of the many French 
families settled at Berlin, studied theology at Geneva, 
and returned to his native country lo take orders* 
He became the curate of a village near Rheinsbergt 
and this led to the first acquaintance between him ami 
Frederic ; an acquaintance which soon ripened into 
friendship. On his accession to the throne, Frede- 
ric persuaded Jordan to abandon the ecclesiastical 
profession; in return for which he made him his 
librarian and a privy counsellor, both of which situa- 
tions he enjoyed till his death, in 1745. Frederic 

* Page 57. 
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also asked him what sum, by way of pension, woulO 
make him perfectl^r comfortable and leave him 
nothing furtner to wish for. Jordan had the mode- 
ration to name two thousand francs a year (about 
80/. sterling), which was given him, and he never 
again asked for any favour.* Jordan appears to 
have been a man of amiable disposition, great learn* 
ingV and considerable talents. He was the author 
of' several works both in Latin and French, which 
are now forgotten. He loved, almost adored, his 
royal master, yet never flaittered him ; and was ac- 
customed to give him his advice freely upon all sub- 
jects, which the king always took in good part. In 
return, Frederic placed the most unbounded confi- 
dence in him, and entertained the greatest respect 
for his opinion. The friendship of Frederic with 
Jordan, upon the terms of equality which belonged 
rather to two private individuals than to' a sovereign 
and his subject, and which, in spite of this singular 
ciroumstance, was never clouded by the slightest 
coldness, was never abused by the one, nor repressed 
by the other, is one of the most honourable circum- 
stances ih the life of Frederic. — " It is not the king 
that I love in him," said Jordan, sometimes ; " it is 
the mail. If I considered the dignity and the power 
of the kins:, I should only seek to keep myself at a 
distffiice from him : but the qualities that are per- 
sonal to him, both of the heart and the head — it is 
those which attach me to him for life, without re- 
serve and without fear.*^ Frederic repaid these 
real. and sincere feelings of attachment by the most 
tender and devoted attention to him during his last 
illness, which was one of great length and suffering ; 
and continued to show his affection for him by sub- 
sequent acts of kindness to his family. During the 
decline of Jordan's health, Frederic used, when at 
Berlin, to come «very day to pass at least an hour 
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in hm chamber; when he alwajFS d^sured to be left 
&ioae with his friend, saying to those who attended 
him, '^Do not be afrai^ of leaying us alone together: 
I will attend upon him, and serve him with any thing 
he wants ; it will be exactly the same as if you 
•waited on him yourselves.'' 

That Jordsin, like the rest of the friends of Frede- 
ric, Was deficient in religious fedin^fs^ and even gave 
into the prevalent habit in the eocie^ of Potsdam, 
r>f Unliing serious subjects into ridicule, there can, 
we fear, he no doubt : but it is pleasing to find, that 
during his last illness his ideas upon this subject 
onderwent a change which he had the manliness to 
avow to the king. In April, 1745^ he writes, ^ My 
eoraplaint increases so much, that I no longer even 
hope to recover from it. I feel strongly, in the 
situation in which I at present find myself, the ne** 
eessity of an enlightened religion, ^Bing from con- 
yicttOB. Without that, we are the beings upon the 
earth the most to be pitied. Your majesty will, 
alter my death, do me the justice to testify, that if 
I have combated superstition with vehemence, I have 
always supported ti^ie interests of the Christian reli- 
giont ISiough dififeiing from the ideas of some theo- 
logians* As it is only possible when in dangier to 
discovei^ the necessity of bravery, so no one can 
reafiy have the consoling advantage of religicm ex- 
cept through. sufferings.''* 

Chasotwas a native of Normandy: in 1734 he 
served as an ofiicer in the French army on the 
Rhine, and there made acquaintance with Frederic, 
who, though under the orders of Prince Eugene, had 
received permission to inspect the troops of the 
enemy. Frederic subsequently persuaded Chasot to 
abandon the service of his native country, and to es- 
tablish himsdf with him at Rheinsberg* After his 
aeeessioa to ib» throne, Chasot followed his master 

* (BtviM poeUmniMde I^ndflrie fl. 
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to the fiekl» and distinguished himself upon manr 
occasions, particnlariy at the battle of Hohenfried- 
berg. Frederic afterward procured for him the mili* 
tary government of Lubedu Chasot appears to hare 
been a man of considerable talents ; but our accounts 
of him and of his character are very meager and un* 
satisfactory. 

Knobelsdorf» who also formed one of the habitual 
' society of Rheinsberg^ was distinguished as a mu- 
sician and an architect. In the latter capacity, for 
which his genius alone without the aid of education 
had fitted him, he designed the fine (^ra4iouse at 
Berlin, which Frederic built at the commencement 
of his reign; as well as some others of the public 
buildings of that city. Stille and La Motte Fouquet 
were l^th military men, and subsequently rt>se to 
eminence in the armies of Frederic. 

On these friends and associates Frederic was in 
the habit of conferring appellations, which either ap- 
peared to him more classical or more appropriate 
than th^ir real ones. This fancy he probably took 
from the literati of Germany and Holland, who, as 
is well known, have been at all times very fond of 
these changes of name. Thus, in writing to Suhm, 
Frederic almost always addresses him as Diaphmes: 
Keyserling is called Cttsarion; Jordan is latinized 
into Jardamts ; and even Rheinsberg is changed «into 
Rcmusberg, At a later period in hfs life, he meta- 
morphosed the Colonel Guichard into Quintus leilnu. 

With these friends, and occasionaUy a few others, 
Frederic passed his time. Frederic William also not 
unfrequently visited his son at Rheinsberg, and de- 
lighted much in paitaking of his good dinners and 
excellent wine. Of the pleasures of good \iYing he 
was at all times susceptible, whenever they could 
be induloed in at the cost of others. Frederic was 
occasionally, also, troidiled with other unwelcome 
visiters ; as appears from the following letter to Suhm, 
written in 1736::— << Tantalus never sufifeved so much 



1737.J LIFE OF FRKDEItIC n. 161 

while standing in the rirer, the waters of which he 
could not drink, as I, when, having received your pack* 
ets of the translation of Wolff, I was unable to read 
them. All the accidents and all the bores in the world 
were, I think, agreed to prevent me. A journey to 
Potsdam, daily reviews, and the arrival of my brother, 
in company with the Sieurs De Hacke and De Rittberg, 
have been my impediments. Imagine my horror, 
my dear Diaphanes, at seeing the arrival of this cara* 
van, without my having in uie least expected them. 
They weigh upon my shoulders like a tremendous 
burden, and never quit my side ; in order^ I beUeve, 
to make me wish myself at the devil. A conversa- 
tion about heights and measures and feet is soon ex- 
hausted ; and, when this is finished, I see myself a 
«ec, like Boileau, cux lords du Leek, What could I 
do next ? I bethought myself, and it seemed to me 
a very good idea to take them ii^ my garden, the 
whole of which I had had illuminated, as well as the 
temple. I also had some fireworks there, and in 
other respects entertained them as well as I was 
able. As they are persons who think much more 
of their physical than of their moral existence,^-or, 
to speak more intelligibly; as they know more of 
their stomachs than their minds, I entertained them 
with a chapter of 'the philosophy of Duval,* who 

performed wonders.'*! 

At this period he joined with the Count Manteuffel 
in forming a society called ** The Friends of Truth," 
whose professed object was to defend and support 
the principles of Wolflf s philosophy, which, as well 
as their author, had incurred the severest displeasure 
of Frederic William. The Count Manteuffel was a 
man of considerable talents and instruction : by birth 
a Saxon, he had been at one moment .first minister 
of Augustus the Second, King of Poland, in which 

* Frederic's oook. 

t OonMpondance fkmilieTe et amicale de Frederic n., Rol de 
aree U. F de SiUun. 

I— N 



169 LITE or TMMVBMIC IL [1W7* 

situation he was owMieeded by Count Brnhl. He 
afterward retired to the court of the Prince of Prus* 
aia, where he parsed some years, and finally died at 
Leipsic. Christian Wolff was bom at Breslau, and 
early distin^shed himself by his philosophical and 
roathematieal acquirements, in consequence of which 
he obtained the post of professor of mathematics in 
the uniyersity of Halle; and was by the King of 
Prussia made a privy counseUor. In the midst of 
this prosperity he raised a storm against himself by 
delivering a Latin oration in favour of the morality 
of the Chinese ; which was supposed by the theolo- 
gians of Halle to reflect on their own. This took 
place in 1721, and from that moment a persecution 
commenced against Wolff, which ended in an order 
from Frederic William, in November, 1733,denounc« 
ing the punishment of death against him unless he 
quitted the Prussian states within twenty-four hours.* 

The theologians had got possession of the king's 
ear, who at their request appointed a commission to 
decide upon the merits of the case ; and the result 
of their report was the order which has just been 
mentioned. Whether the judgment was an equitable 
one or not must have been entirely the effect of 
chance, as Frederic WilUam appointed two general 
officers as his commissioners, who certainly wete 
entirely guiltless of any knowledge of theology or 
metaphysics. 

TliHB young Frederic, on the other hand^ espoused 
the cause of Wcdff with great warmth, entered into a 
correspondeiloe with him, and formed, in conjunction 
with Manteuffel, the society of "Friends of Truth," 
for the dissemination of his philosophical principles* 
At his reqiiest also his friend Suhm translated into 
French the inetaphysical works of Wolff. Subse* 
quently his persuasions induced the king to reverse 
tiie sentence against Wolff, and to offer lum the vice 

* Cbalmer'a Biographical Dictionary; article Wolff. 
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chancellorship of the university of Halle ; but the 
philosopher, taught by experience, refused to trust 
nimself again in the dominions of a prince who made 
his generals judges of pMlosophy and theolog}r. He 
did not, in consequence, return till the accession of 
Frederic to the throne, when he was made vice-chan- 
cellor, and subsequently chancellor of Halle. Fred- 
eric William had only been dead a few days when 
Frederic wrote with his own hand to Reinbech, his 
resident at the court of the Landgrave of Hesse- 
Cassel, in whose territories Wolff was then residing: 
T-"! entreat you to give all the attention possible to 
the affair of Wolff. A man who seeks after and 
cherishes truth deserves to be honoured in all human 
societies ; and if you can persuade Wolff to return 
to us, I shall consider this success as a conquest you 
have gained in the empire of truth."* Wolff was the 
author of sixty separate treatises, in Latin and Ger- 
man, on metaphysical and mathematical subjects, 
and was undoubtedly a philosopher of considerable 
eminence ; though he has been often accused, and 
with justice, of drowning the truth he attempted to 
establish in a deluge of words. 

Among the other amusements of Frederic at 
Rheinsberg was the institution of a society, who 
called themselves " Knights of Bayard,** and whose 
principal occupation was the elucidation of the art 
of war and of tactics, and the study of the campaigns 
and operations of the most celebrated ancient and 
modem heroes. It was in the capacity of a knight 
of this order that Frederic composed his ** Reflections 
on the Method of making War against the Austrians,** 
and his '* Considerations on the Military Qualities of 
Charles the Twelfth.** He sent both these works to 
the General La Motte Fouquet, who was grand mas- 
ter of the order. The order of the knights of Bayard 
was composed of twelve knights, who each at their 

* iosebincii BMchreibvog seiner Reisen nueh Kyiitt 
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reception chose a particular name, under which they 
were known in the registers of the order : — such as 
" the Chaste," " the Sober," " the Constant ;"— the 
latter was the appellation of Frederic. The badge 
was a sword placed upon a crown of laurel, with the 
motto round i^ '* Without fear and without reproach.** 

Judging from the numerous letters of Frederic, 
written while he was prince royal, which have come 
down to us, a considerable part of his time must have 
been occupied in his correspondence with men of 
learning, science, and talent. Among those who 
were thus honoured may. be mentioned Wolff, Rollin* 
S*Gravesande, Fontenefle, Maupertuis, D*Argens, Al- 
garotti, and Voltaire. A great portion of the letters 
on both sides were filled with flatteries, which, in 
fact, meant nothing. Frederic was, however, charm- 
ed with the compliments paid him by such eminent 
literary characters; and they, on the other hand, 
could never say enough to express their gratitude for 
incense bestowed by a royal highness. In one of his 
letters to Voltaire Frederic carries his adulation to 
that author so far as to express his profane belief, 
" that there can be in nature but one God and one 
Voltaire.'* Nor is this the only instance of profane- 
ness which occurs in the early letters of Frederic to 
Voltaire. It is painful to observe some passages of 
the most antichristian tendency scattered tl^ough 
them ; — ^painful on account of the writer of them ; 
for, buried as they are in a long and tedious corres- 
pondence, they are quite innocent of the powei of 
doing harm to others. 

Several of the works of Frederic, both in prose and 
verse, were written in his retreat of Rheinsberg. Of 
the former, the principal one is the '* Anti-Machia- 
vel,** a laboured refutation of *' the Prince** of Ma- 
chiavel. It contains some good writing and many 
admirable sentiments, bnt never has, and probablv 
uever will be much read. It was corrected by Von 
teire as it advancedt who also undertook to get it 
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publisbed in HoUaiid» without the name of the author 
His " Considerations on the Character of Charles the 
Twelfth*^ were also written at this period ; and the 
** Considerations on the present Political State of 
Burope^ bear the date of 1736. Of his poetry, the 
first in point of time appears to have been an ^ Ode 
to Glory,'' which bears the date of 1734. There is 
also a copy of verses composed during Frederic's 
campaign on the Rhine in the same year. Several 
of his epistles»odes, and other pieces of poetry were 
also evidenUy written before the year 1740, but the 
exact time of their composition is not known. Upon 
the whole, it would appear that his style, both in 
prose and poetry, at this period, was considerably 
inferior to that which he afterward attained to, when 
he had profited by the lessons and corrections of Vol- 
taire, and had obtained a more accurate and exten- 
sive knowledge of the powers of the French tongue. 
The fondness of Freaeric for composition in this 
language is certainly singular, as it is evident that 
he never felt himself perfectly at home in it, or as a 
man does in his native tongue. Yet h^ certainly 
enjoyed nothing so much as writing French poetry; 
it was his amusement, and even his repose^ when his 
time was most occupied and his mind the most har- 
assed* " Making verses," said he one day to Thie- 
bault, ^ is my greatest pleasure ; it is a real enjoy- 
ment, and a perfect relaxation ^— other studies, in 
comparison of this, are only labours."* 

In 1738 Frederic accompanied his father in a jour* 
aey to Cleves, from whence they went on to visit 
the Prince of Orange at Loo, near the Hagrue. At 
the latter place they met the Count de la Lippe, who 
was a zealous freemason. One day at dinner, the 
conversation turning upon freemasons, Frederic Wil- 
liam abused them as a society of atheists. The 
eovoit defended them with warmth ; and his defence 
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made so ihiich impression on Frederic that as soon 
as dinner was over he took the count aside, and re* 
quested him to assist him in becoming one. It m'2l& 
accordingly arranged that he should be received at 
BrunsMack, where they were to stop in their w^ay 
home : a secret meeting was accordingly convened 
there for the purpose, and Frederic was admitted a 
freemason. 

Though thus become one of the fratehiity, Fred- 
eric was hot peculiarly favourable to the freemasons 
during his reign : indeed, he appears ralker to have 
discoliraged them. Very soon after his father'*s death 
he presided at a meeting of them, and m the quality 
of grand master received as freemasons his brother 
the Prince WiUiam, the Margrave of Schwedt, and 
the' Duke of Holstein : after this he does not appear 
to have taken any farther interest in the proceeding 
of the society. 

Jn the summer of the following year Frederic 
again took a journey with his father, and together 
they visited Prussia. The king's niode of. travellings 
does not appear to have been an agreeable one, if we 
may judge by a letter from Frederic to Jordan, in 
which he says, "We have now been travelling near 
three weeks. The heat is as great as if we were 
riding astride upon a ray of the sun ; and the dust is 
like a dense cloud, which renders us invisible to the 
eyes of the bystanders : in addition to this, we travel 
like the angels, without sleep, and almost without 
food. Judge then what my condition most be,'* &c.* 
During this journey he also wrote a letter to Vol- 
taire, giving an account of the benefits conferred by 
the paternaS government of Frederic William upon 
the province of Prussian Lithuania, which it is but 
justice to the character of that prince, who certainly 
had no virtues to spare, to quote ; - and' which besldeii 
is cunous, as exemplifying the very singular difi^r^ 
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•nee between his manndr of treating his pnmnces 
and his fomily,— between his conduct as a king and 
his condiict as a father. It is dated from InstertK^urff, 
37th July, 1739. 

^** My dear Friend, 

**^ We are at length arrived, after three weeks' trav- * 
elling, in a country which I consider as the non phis 
ultra, of the civilized world : it is a province little 
known in Europe^ but which deserves to be more so, 
from the circumstance of its having been really a 
creation of the king my father. Prussian Lithnania 
is a duchy, full tMrty German leagues long, and 
twenty broad, though it grows narrower on the. side 
of Samogitia. This province was ravaged by the 
plague at the commencement of the present centurv, 
and more than three hundred thousand of the inhao- 
itants* perished of the diseaise and of wretchedness. 
Hie court, ignorant of the misfortunes of the people, 
neglected to afford assistance to a rich and fertile 
province, foil of. inhabitants, and fruitful in all kinds 
of productions. The disorder carried off the people, 
and the lands remained uncultivated and full of 
weeds. Even the animals were not exe.mpt from 
this public and universal calamity* In a word, the 
most flourishing of our provinces was changed into 
Vti^ most miserable of soUtudes. Meanwhile Frederic 
thie First died, and with him was buried all his false 
grandeur, tvhich consisted only in a vain magnifi- 
cence, aiMl in the pompous display of frivolous cere- 
monies. My father, who succeeded him, compas- 
sionated the general misery. He visited the spot, 
and saw with his own eyes this vast country laid 
waste, and all the dreadful traces which a Qontagious 
malady, a famine, and the sordid avarice of a venal 
administration leave behind them. Twelve or Qfteen 
towns depopulated, and four or five hundred villages 
uninhabited, presented themselves to his view. Far 
from being discouraged fay such a sad spectacle, his 
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comiiassion only became the more iiTely from it ; 
and he resolved to restore population, plenty, and 
commerce to this land, which had even lost the ap- 

gearance of an inhabited country. Since this time 
e has spared no expenses for the furtherance of his 
salutary intentions. He first established wise regu- 
'lations and laws ; he rebuilt whatever had been al- 
lowed to go to ruin in consequence of the plague ; 
he brought and established there thousands of fami- 
lies from the different countries of Europe. The 
lands became again productive and the country again 
populous; commerce refiourished; and at present 
abundance reigns in this fertile country more than 
ever. There are now half a million of inhabitants 
in Lithuania; there are more towns than formerly; 
more fiocks : — and more riches and fertility than in 
any other part of Germany. And all that I have 
been relating to you is due to the king alone, who 
not only gave the orders, but himself presided at 
their execution. He both conceived the designs and 
executed them ; and spared neither care, nor trouble, 
nor vast treasures, nor promises, nor recompenses, 
in order to assure the comfort and the existence of 
half a million of rational beings, who owe to him 
alone their happiness and their establishment. There 
is something, in my mind, so heroic in the generous 
and laborious manner in which the king has devoted 
himself to the restoring to this deserted country its 
population, fertility, and happiness, that I think you 
will see his conduct in the same light as 1 do, when you 
are made acquainted with the circumstances of it.''* 

The career of Frederic William .was now drawing 
to a close : his constant attacks of gout had reduced 
him almost to the state of a cripple ; and in the be- 
ginning of 1740 he was further afflicted with such 
decided symptoms of dropsy as left no hopes of his 

* SiqiiileiiieDt tax OSavxes ponthnmiw de Fredeiie II 
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rocoTery. Towards the end of the mouth of May* 
the king grew rapidly weaker and worse; and on 
the 26th of that month he fell into a lethargy, which 
lasted so long that his attendants conceived him to 
be dead, and despatched an express with the intelli* 
gence to Frederic at Bheinsberg.* The prince, fol- 
lowed by his train of friends and attendants, imme- 
diately set off for Potsdam, prepared to take opon 
himself^the reins of government ; and his attendants 
already enjoying in anticipation the rich rewards of 
their faithful services. What then was the disap- 
pointment of aU parties, when on their arrival they 
found the king still aUve. Shortly after the depart- 
ure of the express for Rheinsberg he had recovered 
from his lethargy; and the first object that pre- 
sented itself to the eyes of Frederic when he entered 
the palace was his father already dressed in his uni- 
form, though it was then only four o'clock in the 
morning, and placed in his cnair, in which he was 
accustomed to be rolled about his apartment. 'Fred- 
eric at first thought the messenger had only been 
sent to deceive him ; especially as he found the king 
talking and gesticulating with as much energy as 
ever ; but this did not continue Icmg.f On seeing 
the Baron de Poellnitz £^proach him, the king said 
to him* *' My friend, it is all over ; I am going to 
leave you." He then ordered himself to be tsdien 
into the queen's room, who was still in bed. '* Get 
up," said he to her ; *' 1 have not long to live : let 
me at least have the satisfaction of dying in your 
arms."t The exercise he had taken did him no 
good; on the contrary, it only increased his ex- 
haustion, and was followed by another and a longer 
lethargy. 

On his recovery from this, he sent for an ecclesi* 
astic, who prayed with him for some time, and 
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tdTised him to examine his conscience and to repem 
of hie sins. He seems not to have spared the king 
m the. examination he made him go through ; bo^ 
very properly, to have brought forward in detail all 
the points upon which Fr^eric WiUiam had the 
most cause for self-reproach* Thus, he reauested 
his majesty to recollect whether he had not beeif at 
times hasty, violent, and severe ; whether he had 
not ill-treated, without cause, his children and his 
attendants and servants^ whether he had not been 
too ready to think and believe the worst, and thus 
to punish wrongfully those who were inncksent; 
whether his acts of severity had not proceeded 
rather from passion and harslmess than from a love 
of justice ; and whether, under the pretext of the 
general good, he had not rendered miserable many 
mdividuals, over whom he had readly no authority. 
To all these accusations the king_pleaded guilty 
with much humility, but at the conclusion of each 
confession he always added, ''However, I have 
never been unfaithful to my wife, and I trust that 
God, on account of that, wUl pardon me the rest." 
The priest endeavoured to convince him that it was 
not upon his own merits that he should rely for ac* 
ceptance; and that, above all, he could have no 
chance of it without a sincere and lively repentance.* 
On the 29th he dictated his will and a paper ad* 
dressed to his eldest son, explaining exactly how he 
wished to be buried. During the greater part of the 
80th he remained in a state of lethargy, in which he 
still was when the officer of the day came to receive 
the watchword for the garrison ai Potsdam. His 
attendants sent the officer to the prince royal, who, 
however, did not dare to give it. The king recov- 
ered his senses at seven o'clock in the evening, and 
then gave the word, which was his last act of sov«* 
reignty. 

* 11ietel% ekHiTMiln de Tmgt Ana de 0ijoiir i Bprtlik 
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Early in the morning of the Slst, Fredelie William, 
perceiving his end approaching, took leave of his 
.younger children, but retained about him the queen 
and Frederic, and summoned to his bedside his min- 
isters and an the generals and colonels of regiments 
then at Potsdam. After having thanked them for 
their past services, and having esdiorted them to con- 
tinue towards the prince royal that fidelity which 
they had shown to him, he went through the cete*' 
mony of his abdication, and delivered over all hia 
authority to his son ; to whom he made a touching 
exhortation on the duties of princes towards their 
snb|eGts, and recommended to him to take care of 
the army, and above aH of the generals and officers 
who were present. Turning* then ta the Prince of 
Anhalt, he said to him, '* You are the oldest of my 
generals, and I therefore think it right to give you 
my best horse.^ At the same time he ordered that 
it should be sent to the prince; and seeing him 
affected, ^ This is the lot of men," said he to him ; 
^ they must all pay the debt of nature.'^* Fearing, 
however, lest his own firmness should be shaken by 
thei tears and lamentations of tbose present, he 
ordered them to retire. He then desired that all his 
servants should appear in a new livery Jie had had 
made for them, and that his regiment shojold put on 
ti^** new imiforms. 

' Cochins, one of his chaplains, now asked him 
whether he was prepared for death. *' I have de* 
tached myheart,^ readied the king to him, ''from 
all the objects lliat were dear to me; — from my 
wife, my children, my army, my kingdom, and the 
whole world." ^ Tfaen^" said the ecclesiastic, ''you 
are tiuly happy ; it is a proof that you love God 
more than any thing."! Shortly after this the king 
fainted from exhaustion ; but was brought to him- 
self again with some difficulty. He then looked 

. 'lUiDoinsdetoMargraw dtBviiilb f Vte de Frederic IL 
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round him, and seeing the servants in their new 
liveries, he cned out, "Vanity of vanities! all is 
vanity !** He turned to his physician, and asked him 
if his end was at hand. The physician having 
answered him that he had still half an hour to live, 
he asked for a looking-glass, and having regarded 
himself, smiled, and said, " I am much changed ; I 
shall make a villanous face in dying." He again 
asked the same question of the physicians, who 
replied that a quarter of an hour was already gone^ 
and that his pulse hegan to fail. ^So much the 
better," said he; **I shall the sooner return to 
nothing."* He expired about midday.f At first 
his attendants and Frederic were uncertain whether 
it was not another lethargy ; l)ut the evidences of 
dissolution became soon so apparent that no further 
doubt could be entertained upon the subject. 

The new king, having conducted his mother back 
to her apartment and assisted in comforting her, 
and having received the oaths of allegiance from the 
garrison of Potsdam, proceeded to Berlin. To the 
Baron de Poellnitz he confided the ordering of every 
thing for the interment of his father, — a trust which 
should naturally have honoured and flattered the 
person to whom it was given ; but Frederic managed 
to express himself in a way so little agreeable to 
the feelings of the baron, that the latter never either 
forgot or forgave it. *• I give to you," said he, " the 
charge of directing the obsequies of your former 
master. No one is more capable of doing it well 
than yourself. You will observe -that it is my in- 
tention that every thing should be done nobly and 
in a dignified manner; therefore let nothing be 
spared that is necessary for the pomp usual on such 
occasions. Go to the tradesmen and order as^ much 
black cloth &c. as you want, and let me have the 
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bills afterward to pay them.^ The baron upon this 
went* out to. execute his commission; but Frederic 
followed him to the head of the stairs, and called 
out after him, " Remember, there must be no cheat* 
ing"— no swindling contrivances : 1 give you notiioe 
beforehand, that if there are I will not pardon 
themr These last were the words which the 
baron, very naturally, never could digest.* 

The funeral was conducted exactly according to 
the orders of Frederic WilUam, expressed in the 
paper before mentioned ; and which is in itself so 
strange a doeument, and so characteristic of its 
author, that it must not be omitted. With it shall 
be eoncluied the history of Frederic William 

« My dear Son, 

**This is an instruction which I leave to you 
respecting the manner in which I wish my bod^ to 
be treated when the Almighty shall take me irom 
this world. 

^ 1st. As soon as I am dead my body must be 
washed, a white shirt must be placed upon it, and it 
must be afterward stretched out upon a wooden 
table ; then they must shave me and wash me, and 
cover me with a sheet. Let them leave me for four 
hours in this state. 

**3dly. After this my body must be opened, in 
presence of Lieutenant-General de Budaenbrock, 
the Colonel Derschau, the Lieutenant-Colonel £n- 
siedel, the Major Bredow, the Captains Prinzen and 
Hake, the Lieutenant Winterield, all the physicians 
and surgeons of the regiments in the town, and my 
valet-de-chambre. They will -examine with care 
into the malady which has caused mv death, and 
into the state of all the parts of my body. I ex- 
pressly forbid any part of it to be removed. Care 
will only be taken to remove, as much as possiUe* 

* ThMaalt, Saovwiwd* ViDft Ahs de aiiliiir i Bcdln 
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Um water and the other homours; after which it 
will be washed very carefully ; then they will dreaa 
Die in my best clothes with all my decorations; 
then I am to be placed in my coffin, which is to be 
fdain; and thus I shall be left all night* 

*^ 3dly. 1 desire that there be given to the soMieri 
of my regiment new Qmfoms» new hats, and their 
whole dress new. The Captain Lange,. and the 
other .officers of the sapeniwnerarie8» as well as six 
sabaltems of the third battalion, and all the super- 
numeraries, shall this day have the guard of the 
town. The next day my regiment will, be assem- 
bled« and the battalions wiB be formed: the first 
battalion wiH form in front of the pakice; the right 
wing will be on the side of the river, at the spot 
where the waU commences; the second battahon 
will be next to it; and the third behind the seeoiKl. 
Let all be in complete order, and left each grenadier 
have three cartridges. Thei^ must be crape placed 
about the colours, and the drums wiU be ornamented 
with black cloth. The fifes and the hautboys will 
also have crape about them* Every officer will 
have a piece of crape on his hat, round his arm, and 
on the niit of his sword. 

*'4thly. The funeral car, which wiH be taken 
from the stables at Berlin, will be placed towards 
the greem stmrcase^ with the heads of the horses 
turned towards the river. £ight captains of my 
regiment will cany me to the fwieral car ; after that 
they will return each one to his division. These 
sanie eight captains will also take me out of the 
funeral car^ and carry me into the church. 

'* 6thly. A& soon as the car shall begin to movc^ 
flie soldiers of my regiment shall place their raus^ 
kets under the left arm, the druiiis shall beat the 
dead march, and the hautboys play the weH-known 
anthem, * O blessed head, covered with blood and 
wounds !' After that, the funeral car shall advance 
as far as the iron gate> There it will stopi and aB 
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the legriment wiU ddfile before the car. The ibrst 
battalion will place itself before the church, the 
second next to it, and then the third. When all 
shall have defiled, the body will follow. My two 
sons Wiliiaro and Henry will remain with the re- 
giment. You, as mj eldest son, with the little Fer- 
dinand,* will walk m uniform behind the car ; as 
well as all the generals and other officers who shall 
be present, and who, not belonging to the regiment, 
shall still wish to follow the procession. The two 
diaplains Cochins and Oesfeld shall follow also, 
because they belong to my regiment. 

**6thly. Then the body shall be carried into the 
church by the eight captains of my regiment whom 
I have before mentioned; and they will enter at 
the door by which I commonly entered the church. 
Upon the coffin will be placed my handsomest regu- 
lation sword, my best scarf, a pair of gilt spurs, and 
a gilt helmet. All these things will be found in the 
arsenal. When the captains shall have carried me 
into the church, in the-manner I have before men 
tioned, the coffin shall be put down at the entrance 
to the vault ; and then my master of the chapel, 
Ltidovici, shall play upon the organ a piece of musiq, 
composed by the org[aiAst Sidon ; and, during this 
interval, the captains who carried me shall return 
to their divisions. The generals and some of the 
staff officers will be good enough to render some 
of the last honours to me, and to carry me into the 
vaidt There wiU be brought from Berlin twenty- 
four six-pounders, which will each make twelve 
discharges singly ; then the battalions will fire alaot 
but the artillery is to fire fi/st. 
' ^ 7thly I forbid any funeral sermon to be preached 
over me ; but after the firing, the battalions shall be 
broken, the grenadiers shall carry the colours where - 
you, my son, shall order tknn, and the companies 

* His yonni JK mi. 
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will matrch to the quarters of their captains. To 
every grenadier twopence will be given, as during 
the time of the reviews. 

^* 8thly. In the evening a festival will be given, 
in the great room in the garden, to all the generals, 
to the officers of my regiment, and to the foreign 
officers, who shall have been at the ceremony. The 
best cask of hock which I have in my cellar must 
be opened ; and at this repast good wine alone shall 
be drank. • 

** Othly. A fortnight afterward, a funeral sermon 
shall be preached for me in all the churches in my 
territories ; of which the text shall be, * I have fought 
a good fight ; I have finished my course ; I have 
kept the &tth.* They shall preach upon this text 
in the morning, and afterward they shadl sing the 
anthem, ' Blessed is he that putteth his trust in the 
Lord.* They shall not speak any thing of my life, 
of my actions, nor any thing personal to me ; but 
they shall tell the people that I confessed my sins, 
and that I died in full confidence of the goodness of 
God, and of my Saviour. In general, in these fu* 
neral sermons, I do not wish to be made worse than 
I am, but at the same time I do not wish to be 
praised. * 

** lOthly. No mourning clothes shall be given to 
my servants ; only they must wear a crape on their 
hats ; and, finally, there shall be no other ceremony 
.on my account besides the one I have here de* 
scribed. I do not doubt, my very dear son, but that 
you will execute my last wishes (which I' make 
known to you here) faithfully, and with the greatest 
exactness. I remain, until death, your faithfo 
father and your affectionate king, 

^'Freobbio William* 

*" ToUOmp 29tb Hay 1740.'* 

• ViedoFradertcIL 
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first Meeting with Voltaire— Sqccession of Berg and Jo liers— Death 
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opens the Campaign of 1741— Glogaa taken— Battle of MoUwitz— 
Misfbrtiuie of Manpertuis. 

At the time of the accession of Frederic to the 
throne, the ministers were, the Count de Podevils, 
who was considered the chief, and who heM the 
"^ office of first minister for foreign affairs ; and the 
Count de Finckenstetn, who was the second, and 
subsequently succeeded to the place of Podevils.* 
These personages are mentioned here, once for all, 
because there will be no necessity to say any thing 
further respecting them; as Frederic, by his own 
activity, and his peculiar way of doing business, 
soon reduced their offices to mere clerks' places. 
The chancellor was the Baron de Cocc6if of whom 
mention will be made when we eome to speak of 
the Code Frederic. ' He was after some years suc« 
ceeded by M. de Jarriges, who was succeeded by 

* Tbitbanlc, aooTwira do Yingt Ana do S^Jow A Beriia. 
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M. do Fiirat. When the lattter was disgracedrM. de 
Crammer obtained the office, and held it till the 
death of Frederic. 

At the death of Fxedeiic William, the population 
of the states under his government consisted of 
2,340,000 souls.* The states were the following 
ones :t ' 

The kingdom of Prussia. 

The duchy^of Pomerania, with the exception of 
Swedish Pomerania. 

The electoral march or marquisate of Branden- 
burgh. 

The duchy of Crossen, with Cotbus and Peitz, in 
Lower Lusatia. 

The duchy of Magdebourg, with two-fifths of the 
county of Mansfeld. 

The principality of Halberstadt, with the county 
of Hohhstein. 

The principality of Minden. 

The duchy of Cleves. 

The principality of M oeurs. 

The county of the Mark and Ravensberg. - 

The duchy of Gelders. 

Ther county of Tecklenberg «Dd Lingen; 

The lordship and bailiwick of Mcmtlbrt in the 
Upper Gelders. 

The territory of Turnhbut, in Brabant. 

The barony of Herstal. 

The lordships of Orange, Polder, Thalidierge, 
Wateringen, Higher and Lower Schwaluve, Little 
Waspic, Twintig, Horven, Honderland, and Grave > 
sande.^ 

The annual revenues of the Prussian states, m 
1740^ amounted to seven millions four hundred thou- 

* Frederic, in bis " Histoixe de mon Temps,'* calls Ibe popviation 
Ukree millions, which is an over- statement. 

T Vie de Frederic a 

t These lordships were all part of the e^ocession of the House of 
Orange, which came to the King of Prussia upon the deaih of William 
tbe Third of Enfflaad. 
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sand crowns ; and the savings of Fxederic Wilfiaat 
to eight millions seven hundred thousand crowns** 
The finances were well administeredt but the re- 
sources of the country and of the treasury Wer^ 
few. Though the late king had done all in his 
power to encourage it, commerce was far Arora 
being in a flourishing condition. 

Thib military force amounted to seventy-six thou* 
sand men, of which, about twenty-six thousand 
were foreigners*! 

The accession of Frederic to the throne occa 
sioned' an entire change in his apparent character. 
He had hitherto <Hily kwen remark;sd)le for his attach- 
ment to Hterature, to philosophy, to science, to 
music, and to the society of men of talents; but 
the new situation in which he was placed imme* 
diatdiy called forth the dormant ambition of his na^ 
tpre — ^the warlike talents, which iiad hitherto proba- 
bly been unknown even to ttwir possesscnr, and that 
ceaseless and laborious activity in the details of the 
art of reigning, which continued to actuate him till 
the last day of his existence. Still the love of 
literature, and, above all, of poetry, or, as Voltaire 
would have called it, ^ the mania of making verses," 
continued to form one of the principal features of his 
mind.; but these amusements were confined to par- 
ticular times and hours, when all other business had 
^en previously completed.. 

Aware of the extensive and various nature of his 
duties as king,' and fully determined never to d^* 
gate to o&ers the labours which he considered to 
belong to his own station, Frederic, at the com* 
meneement 6f his reign, made a reguhiT distribtotcon 
of his time, to which he adhered with the most 
rigid exactness ; and in which he made very few 

* If we^l jd<e ttn ProMUm arown, er rix^lialei. m voith three fehil- 
lings and sixpence oT our money, the result will be that the income of 
Prussia amounted to 1,295,000/., and the treasure to IfSa&fiOOl. 

t Kradeiic n. Hiitoife da Borti TWniik 
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dterations, during the fort^-six years that he swayed 
the Prassian sceptre. His first care^was to ensure 
his esuiy rising, for he knew full well, that without 
that habit, much business could not be got through 
in the course of the day. He therefore ordered Us 
servants to wake him at four o'clock, at which hour 
he intended to leave his bed. They did so ; but 
Frederic was naturally inclined to sleep, and there- 
fore he always begged for a little more time, which 
it may be easily supposed he obtained without diffi^ 
culty ; and thus, instead of four, he usually rose at 
six. In vain he scolded and commanded, for the 
next morning ^ways found him entreating for more 
sleep ; and where were the attendants that could resist 
the requests of a despotic monarch I Finally, deter- 
mining to vanquish himself and his nature, he com- 
manded the person who called him, under pain of 
being made a common soldier for life, every morning 
to put upon his face a towel dipped in cold water. 
By this violent measure he conquered his natural 
- somnolency, and continued to rise at four o'clock 
till an ' advanced period of his life.* His dress, 
which was always the same, the uniform of his 
guards, with military boots, was put on in a very 
few minutes; indeed, the whole business of his 
toilet was completed in less than a quarter of an 
hour. A single valet*de-chambre lit his fire, i^aved 
him, and curled his hair. He was not possessed of 
either slippers or bedgown; only« Thiebault says, 
when he was very ill, he occasionally^ but very rarely, 
put on a sort of linen wrapper ; but even then he 
wore his boots. He hardly ever wore coats of other 
colours : and he appeared in silk stockings, as has 
been before mentioned, only on one day in the year 
namely, when he went to the court of his wife upon 
her birthday.f 
A» soon as he was caressed, one of his pt^es 

abuvfloin dfi Vin^ 4jm de Myonr * Bcriin. tAtf. 
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broiiglit him the packet of letters which had anrired 
for him by the post, or in any other way, and which 
had been delivered to the page by the secretaries of 
the cabinet. The king occupied himself in reading 
these letters, which were often very numerous, till 
eight o'clock. He was, above all, peculiarly exact 
in observing.whether the seals appeared to be broken 
or not; fearing, and with reason, that sometimes 
the secretaries might be tempted to read and sup- 
press letters of which the contents were displeasing 
to them. From a long habit of looking at the seals 
of letters, he had become well acquaint^ with ms^iy, 
and knew to whom they belonged ; in consequence 
of which knowledge, he frequently threw letters into, 
the fire, or tore them to pieces, without reading 
them. Among other precautions contrived by Fred- 
eric to prevent the suppression of letters addressed 
to him was the following: — Each master of the 
post was obliged, with any letters he forwarded to 
the king, to send a list of them, as well as of the 
address of each person who wrote them ; those who 
wrote to the king being commanded to leave at the 
post office to which they confided their letters the 
place of their residence. In spite of this and other 
precautions, letters, according to Thiebault, were 
sometimes suppressed by the secretaries, who man- 
aged to alter the lists sent by the postmasters. 

The different letters which the king opened he 
distributed mto three parcels r in the first were those 
whose requests were favourably received, and these 
were manced by the sheet of paper being doubled 
inwards ; in the second, whose petitions were re-» 
fused, the sheet was doubled outwards ; and the third, 
respecting which he doubted, and therefore wished 
to delay answering, had the sheet doubled partly in- 
wards and partly outwards. About eight o'clock, 
the letters being all sorted, one of the four secre? 
taries of the cabinet entered, and received th^ three 
parcels from the king. He then, while the king 
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at breakfast, read* to him the request oontaSned in 
each, reduoing it to as few words as possible. The 
king dictated the answer equally shortly, except in 
cases where peculiar detail was necessary. AJboye 
all, when the answer to be made was to a woman, 
he never failed to add, ^ It is a woman ; you must 
write civilly to her.** The secretary made a pat* 
ticttlar mari on the top of each letter, according to 
the answer which was to be returned. This mark 
%us a sort of cipher, understood by the other sec* 
retaries, and by them alone. Of course this distri« 
bution of letters did not include the private corries- 
pondence of Frederic with his friends, or with the 
men of talents and celebrity, with several of whom 
at different periods of his Hfe he corresponded ; these 
letters were always answered with his own hand. 

When the secretary came out of the king's apart- 
ment, he divided the letters with his three brethren, 
and they all immediately proceeded to write the an- 
swers, for which they had barely time enough, as it 
was necessary that they should be all brought to the 
king for signature^ at the latest, at four o'clock. All 
the labour of making the answers, as well as of copy- 
ing them, was done by their own hands, as they were 
not allowed to have the assistance of any other per- 
sons. At the time of the signature, the king alwa5rs 
read a few of the letters, which he took, as chance 
directed his hand, out of the packets ; and if, in this 
examination, any lett^ had been found wrongly an- 
swered, the secretary who had done it would have 
been immediately dismissed. After the signature, 
the secretaries had to fold, to seal, to put in covers, 
and to direct the letters : the latter office was or* 
dered to be performed by the secretaries themselves; 
IB the former ones they were allowed to be assisted 
by their ^servants. At five o'clock all the letters 
were delivered to the courier, who carried them to 
Berlin. As soon as he arrived at the latter place, 
ttKMse answers which were -addressed to iodinditals 
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in the town were forthwith delivered to them, and 
the others were put into the post. Therefore those 
persons who did not immediately receive answers 
to the letters they had written to the king were al- 
most sure not to have any at all ; unless the nature 
of their request had required it to be commimicated 
to some minister, and thereby occasioned delay. 

Frederic obliged his secretaries to Uvein the great- 
est solitude, and to communicate as little as possible 
with any one ; and hQ hardly ever took one into his 
service who was married. These precautions were % 
taken in order to prevent their being tempted to com* 
mit infidelities with regard to his correspondence. 
Their life was one of great labour and constant 
slavery ; and they never dined, but were supported 
<1urtng the day by soups : the supper was their prin- 
cipal meal. To make up for these privations, their 
sadaries i^fere large, and they had each a good house, 
granted to them by the king. To give some notion 
of the strictness with which Frederic expected his 
secretaries to conform to the rules and way of hfe 
he had prescribed for them, it may be as well to quote 
his speech to the Counsellor Muller, upon offering 
him one of the places of secretary t j the cabinet. 
Miiller was one of the few instances of a married 
man permitted to hold the situation. *'I propose 
to you,'' said the king to him, *' to immolate yourself 
to the service of the state. Consider well whether 
you have the courage to do so. I had resolved never 
to employ a married man in my cabinet, and Lkno^ 
that you have a wife and children ; it is therefore an 
exception to a very important rule that I determine 
myself to make in your favour. I do it in conse- 
quence of the particular esteem I have for you, and 
of the firm hope I entertain that your wife and your 
children will never approach the room where you 
"write, that they wiU know nothing, and will not 
meddle with any affaiijs. In a word, you will nevef 
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forget that, for the good of my service, you must 
neither have family, nor relations, nor friends !*'* 

With regard to the manner in which he was ad- 
dressed, and as to whether sufficient respect was 
shown, either in the way of writing or in the terms 
employed, Frederic was perfectly indifferent;' but 
the]:e was one point upon which he was generally 
known to be very particular, and that was, that the 
letter should not occupy more than the first side of 
the sheet of paper. Letters which turned the page 
were sure to excite his anger, to be ill received, and 
dryly answered. 

At nine o'clock, when Frederic had sent away his 
secretaries, he gave audience to his first aid-de-camp, 
who was for the most part a general officer* With 
him he arranged every thing relating to military af- 
fairs, in all their branches ; and he then dismissed 
him loaded with business, which was to be completed 
by the next day. At ten o'clock, he freqvfently ex- 
ercised either his own regiment of guards, or some 
other regiment of the garrison of Potsdam. After 
this he attended the parade, which occupied him tiU 
dinner-time. Sometimes, though, he devoted this 
part of the day to his literary pursuits, to music, or 
to his private correspondence : and, as he advanced 
in age, this habit became more frequent. During 
this period of the day he composed almost all his 
works, as well in prose as in verse ; and in the course 
of these occupations he was frequently seen walking 
in his gardens, with a book under his arm, accom- 
panied by three or four Italian greyhounds, and fol- 
lowed by a single page or footman. It was also at 
these hours that he gave his audiences ; and placed 
all the accidental occupations which had no other ^ 
times allotted to them. 

At twelve precisely, he dined with those guests 
whom he had invited, — whose invitations were al- 

" Thielhiult, SoQTenin de ViDgt Ana de S^jonr a Berlin 
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ways sent to them at ten o^clock the same morning. 
These ^ests consisted ordinarily of literary men, 
of his relations the princes of the house of Bruns- 
wick, of a certain number of his courtiers, and of 
the general officers at that time at Potsdam. If he 
did not intend walking after dinner, he usually pro- 
longed that repast tiU near three o'clock. As he 
was at all times of his life peculiarly fond of g<K>d 
living, his dinners were excellent, except that he in- 
sisted upon each dish being very highly seasoned 
with pepper and spices. He hadf twelve cooks of 
different nations, who were each expected to dress 
the particular dishes which belonged to their re- 
spective countries. His desserts were also admira- 
bly served, as he ate much fruit, and considered it to 
be essential to his health. He preferred French 
wines, and above all, champaign. At dinner he 
unbent himself from the labours of the day, and was 
almost invariably gay and willing to converse. 

During the fine season Frederic was accustomed to 
take long walks after dinner. His most common walk 
was from the palace of Sans Souci, where he passed 
that part of the year, through his ^rdens, to what 
is called the New Palace ; a considerable distance, 
which he p^enerally walked with so quick a pace, as 
to render it difficult and even painful to the persons 
who accompani^ him to keep up with him. At 
four o'clock the secretanes of the cabinet brought 
him. his answers to the letters of the morning to 
sign ; after which he generally received the person 
who held the situation of secretary of his command- 
ments. With him he transacted all the affairs and 
correspondence relative to the Academy, to the pro- 
fessors of the different schools, to men of learning, 
and artists. If nothing was required to be done 
upon these subjects, this period of the day was then 
devoted either to reading or literary compositions. 
At six o'clock his concert commenced, in which he 
himself played upon the flute. Of this Instrument 
I.— P 



W^ Urs OF TKEDKBIC n. [1740 

he was passionatdy fond, and was a great master in 
the art of playing upon it. He continued the use 
of the flute tiu an advanced period of his life, when, 
his teeth being all gone, he was no longer able to 
produce the sounds he wished. 

After the concert, which lasted an hour, he occu- 
pied himself in conversation till supper, which took 
}daoe at ten o'clock. At eleven o'clock, at the latest, 
the king was in bed. After the seven years' war 
Frederic ceased to sup, and then his evenings con- 
cluded with a conversation with the persons whom 
tie had summoned to attend ^ him. Such was, v^ith 
very few exceptions, the disposition and occupation 
of Frederic's aays, during the course of his long 
life. , 

One of the earliest cares of Frederic^ as sovereign, 
was to augment his military forces. This he was 
enabled to do by means of the treasures of the late 
king. Fifteen new battalions were raised, and were 
soon in a state to act, if necessary. He also made vari- 
ous ameliorations in the administration of his different 
provinces, and apphed himself most diligently to 
everything by which he thought the ccmdition of his 
subjects could be benefited. During the two months 
which were occupied by these duties, he also made 
journeys of inspection through his territories. In 
one of these, in Westphalia, the idea stnick him of ' 
going incognito to Paris, a capital he desired much 
to visit. With this view he assumed the name of 
the Count Du Four, and said he was from Bohemia. 
His brother. Prince William, was of the party, and 
called himself the Count Schafgotch ; and Algarotti 
accompanied* them. The expedition was success- 
ful till they arrived at Strasburg ; where the gover- 
nor, the Marshal de Eroglio, discovering the rank of 
the travellers, Frederic was disgusted from prose- 
cuting his journey farther in the direction of Paris. 
Of tjiis tour Frederic gave an account in a letter, 
balf juroM and half verse, to Voltaire ; but he does 
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not mention in it that he had ever intended going 
beyond Strasburg. 

From Strasburg he now determined to go either 
to Bnissels or Antwerp, for the purpose of seeing 
Voltaire; but a fever> which attacked him at the 
small castle of Meuse, between Cleves and Wesel, 
put a stop to his travels, and obliged him to send to 
Voltaire, and enti^at him to come to him. This w as 
the first meeting of these two celebrated men, though 
they had now been for some years engaged in an 
intimate and frequent correspondence. ''I went,*' 
says Voltaire, ^ to present to the king my most re- 
spectful homage. I found at the gate of the court- 
yard a single soldier on guard. The privy counsellor 
Rambone^ minister of state, was walking about the 
court, and blowing on his fingers to warm them : he/ 
had on great ruffles of dirty linen, a hat with holes 
in it, and an old lawyer's wig, of which one end 
went into one of his pockets, while the other hardly 
- covered his shoulder. I was told that this man was 
charged with an important affair of state, which 
was true. I was conducted to his majesty's apart- 
ment, where there was nothing but the bare walls. 
I perceived in a closet, lit by a single wax candle, a 
small bed, two feet and a half wide ; on which was 
laid a little man, wrapped up in a cloak of coarse 
blue cloth ; it was the king, who perspired and shiv- 
ered under a miserable coverlet, in a violent access 
of fever. I made my bow, and began the acquaint- 
ance by feeling his pulse, as if I had been his first 
physician. When the fit was passed, he dressed 
himself, and came to supper. Algarotti, Keyserling, 
Maupertuis,* and the king's ambassador to the States 

* In one of Frederic** letters to Jordan, dated Weoel, 9d September, 
1740, he saya :—*' Maupertuis ia arriyed : he is a good-looking man, and^ 
agreeable in aociety ; however, very fiir inferior to Algarotti. 1 am get- 
ling up a little quarrel with Monsieur de Liege^ and I am anxious to see 
whet turn the affkir will take, before I leave thia place 1 have noc yet 
■aittod how and where I ahaJl see VoUairA" In another letter, of tlw 
Mch or Sepcamber. ha says .— *' I have at leagth seen Yoltalra, whom I 
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General made irp the party ; and we talked learnedly 
respecting the immortality of the soul, liberty, and 
the Androgjmes of Plato. The counsellor Rambo- 
net was, during this time, mounted upon a post-horse ; 
he rod^ all the night, and arrived the next day at the 
gates of Liege ; where he served a notice in the 
name of the king his master ; while two thousand 
of the troops of Wesel laid the town of Liege under 
contribution. This expedition had for pretext some 
rights, which the king pretended to over one of the 
suburbs. He even charged me to draw up a mani- 
festo, and I made one, as well as I was able ; never 
doubting that a king, with whom I supped, and who 
called me his friend, must be in the right. The affair 
was soon settled, upon payment to the king of a 
million of ducats.*** The cause of quarrel between 
tfie King of Prussia and the Bishop of Liege was 
not the one stated by Voltaire. Some subjects of 
the lordship of Herstal, which belonged to Prussia, 
had revolted, and the Bishop of Liege protected them 
in their revolt. This occurred to wands the end of 
.the reign of Frederic William, who sent the Colonel 
Creutz to Liege, on a diplomatic mission, to accom- 
modate the s&air, but the bishop refused to receive 
him.f 

Frederic William, just before his death, had been- 
employed in a negotiation, respecting the disputed 
succession of the duchies of Berg and Juliers. The 
Prussian sovereigns had been in possession, ever 

was 80 anxioQs to become acqnaiBted with ; bof, alaa ! I saw bim wbei 
I was ttiNler the inQuenee of my fever, and when my mind and oiy body 
were equally languid. Now, with persone like him, one must not be UI ; 
rm the contrary, one mast be very well, and even, if possible, in belter 
health than usual. He has the eloquence of Cicero, the mildness of Pllny, 
and the wisdom of Agrippa : he unites, in a won!, all that is desirable 
of the virtues and talents of three of the greatest men of antiquity. His 
intellect is always at work ; and every drop of ink that fhlls ftom his pen 
is transformed at once into wit. He declaimed to us Mahomet, an ad 
mireble tragedy he has composed, which transported us with deliglK * 
fbrmjwel/, I oould only admire in silence.'* 

* BjUmoires pourservir alaViedeM.de Voltaire j^ecritsparltti-mliiM 

T Histoire de moa Temps, par Frederic 11. 
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since the year 1666, of one half of the territories 
of the ancient dukes of Cleves, Berg, and Juliers. 
Their portion consisted of the duchy of Cleves, 
the county of La Marck, and that of Ravensberg. 
.The other half, consisting of the duchies of Beig 
and Juliers, and the lordships of Winnandal ana 
Breskerland, had at the same time devolved upon 
the Dukes of Neuburg. This division took place 
upon the death of John William duke of Cleves, sur- 
named the Simple; and the Marquis of Branden- 
burgh and the Duke of Neuburg at the same time 
made a treaty of alliance, b^ which they confirmed 
the eventual succession of the whole territory to 
each other, upon the failure of heirs male in either 
family.. In 1733 Charles Philip of Neuburg, Electoi 
Palatine, having no children, caused the states of 
Berg and Juliers to take the oath of allegiance to 
his collateral relation Charles Theodore prince of 
Sulzbach, the heir of the palatinate. Against this 
measure the King of Prussia entered his protest, 
upon the ground of the treaty of succession subsist- 
ing between himself and the House of Neuburg.* 
Meanwhile the Emperor Charles the Sixth had made 
a promise of the succession, upon the ground of its 
being a fief of the empire, to Augustus the Second, 
King of Poland and Elector .of Saxony r|- which did 
not, however, prevent him from making a similar 
promise to the Prince of Sulzbach. He had also 
promised, through the Count Seckendorif, the im^ 
perial minister at Berlin, to assist the King of Prussia 
in bis claims upon these territories. Seckendorff 
was. afterward imprisoned by the emperor at Gratz, 
and, according to Frederic, only obtained his liberty 
upon condition of deUvering up to his master all the 
orders and despatches by which he had been au- 
thorized to give to the King of Prussia the .most 
solemn assurances of the emperor*8 assistance, with 

* L'Art de Terifler lea Dates. 

t Bl«toir6deiiwaT«in{M»]iarIMeiioIl 
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regard to the succession of Berg and Juliers.* This 
question wa^ finally settled in the year 1743, when 
the King of Prussia agreed to allow the Prince of 
Sulzbach to take possession of the duchies of Berg 
and Juliers, upon condition of his giving up to him, 
the King of Prussia, certain ^rtions of the former 
duchy. This long dispute is mentioned here, as 
having been one of the grounds of complaint of the 
sovereign of Prussia against the house of Austria, 
and as one of the causes which induced Frederic 
eventually to declare war against Maria Theresa. 

In the month of October, 1740, died the Emperoi 
Charles the Sixth, as it is said, of indigestion, caused 
b^ eating to excess of a dish of mushrooms ; ^ which 
dish of mushrooms," as Voltaire observes,." changed 
the destinies of Europe." Frederic immediately de- 
termined upon attacking the house of Austria, and en- 
deavouring to obtain possession of Silesia, to which 
province Ms family had claims. These rested upon 
the following grounds : The principality of Jaegem- 
dorf, a district of Silesia, had been bought, in 1524, 
by George Margrave of Brandenburgh, of the house 
of Schellenberg, with the consent of Lewis King 
of Bohemia and of Hungary, under whom this prov- 
ince was a fief. The margrave left the principality 
to his son George Frederic, who ceded it, by agree- 
ment, to Joachim Frederic elector of Brandenburgh. 
Joachim gave it to his second son, John George, 
who, having incurred the ban of the em|Mre in the 
reign of Ferdinand the Second, lost it fn 1633; when 
the emperor gave the investiture of it to the Princes 
of Lichtenstein, in spite of the remonstrances of the 
whole house of Brandenburgh. It is true, that in 
1686, the Elector of Brandenburgh, Frederic William,' 
renounced his pretensions to JsegemdOrf, upon th) 
cession to him* by the house of Austria, of the circle 
of Schwibus ; which circle his son Frederic, the first 

* Histoire demon T^mp*. 
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King of Prussia, was persuaded to restore in 1695 
to the house of Austria, upon receiving the sum of 
two hundred and fifty thousand florins. But many 
reasons, and apparently good ones, were urged on 
the side of Prussia to prove the invalidity of these 
two latter arrangements. Frederic had also claims 
upon the SUesian principalities of Brieg, Lignitz, and- 
Wohlaa, founded upon a treaty of succession made, 
in 1537, between Joachim the Second, elector of 
Brandenburgh, and Frederic duke of Brieg and Lig- 
nitz. The latter prince was fully authorized by the 
privileges granted to him, and to his ancestors by the 
house of Austria, to enter into this agreement; 
though the Emperor Ferdinand the First took upon 
himself, in the year 1546, to declare the act of suc- 
cession in question null and void. The sovereigns 
of Prussia had always considered this act of the 
emperor, and his consequent usurpation of the prov- 
inces in dispute, illegal ; though none of them, till 
the time of Frederic the Second, had had the force 
or the courage to offer resistance to it.* 

The news of the death of the emperor reached 
the King of Prussia at Rheinsberg, where he was 
attacked by a fever, which, however, did not pre- 
vent his displaying his usual activity in making pre- 
parations for his intended campaign against Silesia; 
•* a project which," as he observes himself, " prom- 
ised to fidfil all the political views he had most at 
heart, as it was the readiest means of obtaining repu- 
tation, of augmenting the power of his kingdom* 
and of terminating satisfactorily the long litigated 

?uestion of the succession of the du(5hy of Berg."t 
le did not, however, confide his secret to any one. 
It was evident to all that some great expedition was 
intended; but it was generally thought Frederic 
would declare himself against France, in favour' of 
Maria Theresa, and of her husband, the Grand-duke 

« Basehing. t Hlstoire de mon Temps. 
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of Tuscany, who was a candidate for the imperial 
crown. Even the wily Voltaire, who was at present 
with the King of Prussia, and who appears to have 
filled at this time the discreditable office of spy of 
the French government, under the guise of private 
friendship to Frederic, was deceived ; and cannot in 
his Memoirs conceal his indignation at Ijiaving been 
thus a dupe. At length, on the 15th of December, 
1740, at the end of a great masked ball at Berlin, the 
king, still suffering under th^ effects of his fever, set 
out for the conquest of Silesia, at the head of thirty 
thousand brave and well-disciplined troops. As he 
mounted his horse, he said to the French ambassa- 
dor, the Marquis de Beauveau, " I am going to play 
your game ; if the aces are dealt to me, we will go 
halves."* 

He had not, however kept his designs so secret 
but that some suspicions of them had penetrated 
even to the court of Vienna. In consequence of 
this, the Marquis Botta was sent to Berlin, nominally 
to compliment Frederic .upon his accession, but 
really to dive into his intentions. Botta, who was a 
man of ability, almost upon his arrival, conceived 
suspicions of the king's plans of conquest. In con- 
sequence, at his first audience, he talked of nothing 
but the inconveniences of the route he had come 
through Silesia, and of the badness of the roads of 
that country, which recent inundations had rendered 
almost impassable. The king upon this turned on 
his heel, with the remark, that aU that could happen 
to those who were obliged to travel them would be, 
to b^ well cohered with mud when they got to the 
end of their journey.f A short time before Frede- 
ric set off on his Siiesian expedition, he sent the 
Count de Gotter to Vienna, to demand from Maria 
Theresa and her husband, the acknowledgment of 

* **JeYai joQerTotre Jen, ai let as me tiennent, now putafaroM." 
t Hiatoire de moo Tttupa. 
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the claims of b|s master upon Silesia; and, if they 
consented to this, he was to promise them, on his 
part, his voice in ^e imperial election, as well as his 
assistance against all their enemies. In case these 
terms were not listened to, the count had power to 
declare war against the court of Vienna. The army, 
txowever, of Frederic was more expeditious than his 
ambassador, as it entered Silesia two days before the 
latter arrived at Vienna. 

On the 23d of December the army crossed the 
frontier, disseminating in its passage placards, de- 
ducing the claims of the house of Brandenbiirgh to 
the province ; as well as a manifesto, declaring that 
the King of Prussia took possession of it upon the 
present occasion, to guaranty it from the invasion of 
other powers. These measures had the effect of 
calming the minds of the people* In addition to 
which it must be remembered, that two-thirds of the 

Population ^of the province being Protestants, and 
aving suifered long under the intolerable bigotry of 
their Austrian rulers, were favourable to Frederic on 
account of his religion. 

The King of Prussia entered Silesia, following the 
course of the Oder, which brought him to the for- 
tress of Glogau. In consequence of the rigour of 
the season (it was now mid- winter), he determined 
not to besiege, but to blockade it. For this purpose 
he left before the place a portion of his troops, under 
the comi^iand of Prince Leopold of Anhak, and 
pushed on with the rest towards Breslau, which was 
menaced by the Austrians under the command, of 
General Brown. 

Breslau, the capital of Silesia, at this time, en- 
joyed privileges similar to those of the free imperial 
towns ; being governed by its own magistrates, and 
exempted from the necessity of receiving a garrison. 
The determination of the inhabitants to ^here to 
the latter custom occasioned their refusal to receive 
the troops of Brown ; who> however, would prob* 
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ably have eventually succeeded in forcing them to ad- 
mit him, had it not been for the rapid advance of the 
King of Prussia. After leaving Glogau, the king 
had pushed forward so rapidly, that after four days' 
march he found himself at the gates of Breslau; 
while a separate detachment of his army, under the 
command of Marshal Schwerin, had taken another 
route by Leignitz, Schweidnitz, and Frankenstein, 
for the purpose of clearing that part of Silesia of the 
Austrians. 

On. the 1st of January, 1741, Frederic took pos- 
session of the suburbs of Breslau without resist- 
ance, and sent the Colonels Borck and Goltz to sum- 
mon the town to surrender.* At the sam^ time he 
detached a 'portion of his troops to the other side of 
the Oder, thus blockading the town on both sides. 
Breslau was, at this time, iU provisioned ; the ditches 
of the fortifications were frozen over; andaconsid- 
eriable portion of the inhabitants, being Protestants, 
were favourable to the King of Prussia. An enthu- 
siastic Protestant shoemaker harangued the people 
in favour of the Prussians, and excited them so 
much, that the magistrates deemed it prudent no 
longer to delay entering into composition with the 
invaders. The consequence of this determination 
was, that they signed an act of neutrality with the 
King of Pnissia, and opened their gates to him and 
his army. As soon as Frederic had obtained posses- 
sion of the town, he dismissed from their appoint- 
ments all the functionaries who had been placed 
there by the Queen of Hungary ; deeming it prudent 
to adopt this measure at once, in order to prevent 
intrigues against the Prussian interests. The time 
Frederic remained at Breslau was occupied by him, 
in addition to the arrangements of his military plans, 
in endeavouring to gain the affections of the people, 
in which he, to a very great degree, succeeded H« 

* Histoire de moii Temp* 
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presenred to the CathoCcs all their ]iriYileges ; paid 
great deference to the Bishop of Breslau and his 
clergy, encouraging, at the same time, the Protest- 
ants ; and was generally attentive both to the no- 
bility and the burghers. Each evening was marked 
by a ball or l(lte given by him to the inhabitants, at 
which he generaUy opened the festivity with some 
one either of the most beautiful or of the most noble 
ladies of the province.* 

From Breslau the king marched to Namslau and 
Ohlau, two small towns, which forthwith submitted 
to him. While the King of Prussia was taking 
possession of the fortresses on the Oder, Marshal 
Schwerin had advanced by Frankenstein to Ottma- 
chau, on theNeisse, the river which separates Upper 
from Lower Silesia. At the gates of this fortress 
the King of Prussia joined his general, and their 
united forces soon reduced the garrison to surrender. 
They then proceeded to the town of Neisse, which 
they bombarded, but without effect ; the governor, 
named Roth, having fortified the town in a manner 
which rendered it impregnable during the severe 
season of winter. After this attempt the Prussians 
retired into winter quarters, leaving, however, the 
towns of Glo^u, Brieg, and Niesse in a state of 
blockade. Meanwhile the Austrian army, under the 
command of General Brown, had been obliged by 
Marshal Schwerin to retire into Moravia. 

The King of Prussia, after placing his troops in 
winter quarters, returned to Berlin, for the purpose 
of superintending the new levies of troops he was 
making, and also to regulate the internal concerns 
of his kingdom. He, however, left Marshal Schwerin 
at the theatre of war, and ordered him to continue 
the conquest of the province as well as he was able, 
without harassing or wearing out the troops. That 
general, in consequence, rendered himself master of 

*VtodeIVed(HricII 
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Troppau, Jsegemdorf, Oderberg, and some other 
fortresses.* ^ , 

The Count de Gotter, Frederic's envoy at the 
court of Vienna, was, during all this time, nego- 
tiating, in the hope that the successes of his master 
would lower the inflexible haughtiness of the impe- 
rial cabinet. The contrary, however, was the case. 
The daughter of so many emperors, and her coun- 
sellors, were only rendered the ms>re intractable by 
the successful audacity of a prince who was con- 
sidered as a vassal ; and whose duty, to use the Ian- , 
guage of the imperial court, was, as arch-chamber- 
lain of the empire, to present to the emjperor the 
basin to wash nis hands, instead of prescribing laws 
to his daughter. These insolent remarks at length 
roused the anger of the minister of the victorious 
sovereign ; and, upon one occasion, he showed the 
Grand-duke of Tuscany a letter from Frederic, in 
which the latter said, ** If the grand-duke chooses 
to ruin himself, let him ruin himself.'' Negotiations, 
wh(3re the contracting parties were so bitter against 
one another, could never lead to any satisfactory re- 
sults, nor did they in fact do so. 

The King of Prussia was more successful in his 
negotiations with Russia than in those at Vienna. 
At the same time that he had sent the Count de Got- 
ler to the latter court, he despatched the Baron de 
Winterfeld to Petersburg. Winterfeld was son-in- 
law to Marshal Munich, who at this time was all 
Epwerful in that country. The Emj)ress Anne, at 
er death, had left the empire to her niece, the Prin- 
cess Anne of Mecklenburgh Schwerin, married to 
Anthony Ulric, Prince of Brunswick Severn, and to 
her son, who thus became emperor by thq name of 
Ivan, the Sixth. She had, however, placed them 
under the regency of her favourite Biren. The 
power of Biren had since been overthrown, and he 

Orimotni, TTbUmv do lA vie el do Bacdb de Frad«iie to Gnaid 
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himself banished to Siberia. The moment seemed 
favourable for the King" of Prussia ; nor were his 
expectations deceived. Winterfeld made use of the 
credit of his relation Munich with adroitness, and 
finally concluded a defensive alliance between his 
master and the Russian government. 

The negotiations of the Prussian court with 
Prance were, upon the whole, successful. Frederic 
commenced a correspondence with Cardinal Heury, 
then prime minister of the latter country. This pro 
ceeding appears to have pleased the old man, who 
answered the letters of Frederic with an amicable 
frankness. The King of Poland (Augustus the 
Third, Elector of Saxony) was the sovereign who 
was the most hostile to Frederic, from the united 
circumstances of being his nearest neighbour, and 
from the consequent hope of sharing in his spoils if 
he was unfortunate intne war he had undertaken. 
His ambassadors were everywhere employed in ob- 
structing the negotiations of those of Frederic. To 
these intrigues the King of England was a party ; 
for George the Second, although connected by blood 
as well as interest with Frederic, appears to have 
been always, throughout his life, either his secret 
or avowed enemy ; and' upon the present occasion 
he had early shown a disposition to support the 
views of the court of Vienna, The King of Prussia 
was therefore obliged to leave a body of troops, con- 
sisting of thirty thousand .men, on the Hanoverian 
frontier of his dominions, in order to watch the pro- 
ceedings o& his uncle. He at the same time rein- 
forced his Silesian army till it was raised to an effect- 
ive force of sixty thousand men. These duties con- 
cluded, he left Berlin on the 19th of February, and 
proceeded to rejoin his troops. ^ 

The first event of the campaign was the taking of 
Glogau, by the Prince Leopold of Anhalt, by as- 
sault, on the 9th of March, after it had been block- 
aded forten weeks. In this fortress the Count Wtittis. 
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and a garrison consisting of eight hundred men, 
were taken prisoners. Upon this occasion the ad* 
mirable discipline of the Prussian troops appeared 
in all its lustre ; not a single house was pillaged, nor 
were any of the inhabitants injured or insulted.* 

The Austrian field-marshal Count Neuperg had, 
during the winter, assembled a considerable army in 
Moravia, and now entered Upper Silesia, with the 
view of cutting off the portion of the Prussian army 
stationed^ under the command of Marshal Schwerin, 
in that part of the province; of delivering Brieg, 
which was blockaded ; of seizing upon the Prussian 
magazines at Ohlau; and thea marching straight to 
Breslau. But Frederic was too much upon the 
alert to permit this, at least without a struggle. He 
therefore left Schweidnitz, where he was then' sta* 
tioned, and hastened to Neustadt, where he found 
his army assembled on the 5th of April. On the 8th 
he passed the Neisse near Michelau, at the head of 
his troops, in order to intercept Neuperg. The 
latter arrived at Neisse on the 5th ; on the 8th took 
prisoners the Prussian garrison of Grotkau, consist- 
mg of nine hundred men ; and on the 9th established 
himself at Mollwitz near Brieg. 

On the evening of the 8th of April, Frederic, fore- 
seeing the impending engagement, wrote the follow- 
ing feeling letter to his friend Jordan at Berlin : — 
** My dear Jordan, we shall have a battle to-morrow. 
' You know the chances of war, and that the lives of 
kings are not more respected by them than those of 
private individuals. I know not what vfJH be my 
lot. If my course is finished, do not forget the 
memory of a friend who always loved you tenderly. 
If, on the contrary, Heaven prolongs my days, I will 
write to you to-morrow, and send you word of our 
victory. Adieu, my dear friend, I am yours till 
death."t 

* fiOctoinde moB Tonps t ConrMfoodttoe ds Fredsite 11 
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The King of Prussia haying: united his army on 
the evening of the 9th of April, found that it con- 
sisted of thirty battalions, sixty pieces of cannon, 
thirty squadrons of cavalry, and five of hussars* 
With this force he marched, at break of day, into 
the plains of Mollwitz, for the purpose of offering 
battle to Neuperg.* 

The battle commenced by the Prussians taking 
prisoners a regiment of guards of Marshal Neuperg^s. 
The army oT the latter upon this dislodged rapidly 
from its quarters, and formed in order of battle be- 
tween Mollwitz and Groningen. The Prussian army 
was drawn out between Hermsdorf and Pampitz. 
After a vigorous cannonade on both sides, the Aus- 
trian hussars succeeded in turning the left of the 
King of Prussia's army, and pillaged his baggage at 
Pampitz. The Austrian general of cavadry, the 
Baroii de Romer, who commanded the left wing of 
the imperial army, annoyed by the fire of the Prus- 
sians, attacked their right wing without orders, tte 
succeeded in putting their cavalry into disorder, and 
then penetrated between the twp lines of infantry. 
It was at this moment of the battle that Frederic 
conceived it to be lost; and, carried along by his 
own flying cavalry, he fled to Oppeln. It is even 
said that he took refuge in a windmill, which led to 
the bitter remark, that the King of Prussia, at the 
battle of Mollwitz, •* had covered himself with glory 
and flour."t Another story is current with regard 
to his flight. That he was pursued by an Austrian 
hussar, who had very nearly overtaken him. On a 
sudden the king stopped, faced about, and said to 
him, ^ Hussar, if you will leave me now, I will re- 
member it.'* The hussar^who recognised the king, 
turned away, saying, ** Be it so ; we will meet again 

'^ Grimoard, Tableau de la We et du Regnelde Frederic le Grand.— 
MttUer, Tableau das Onerrw de Frederic le Omnd.-~Hi«t0ire de mac 
Tempe. 
f **]1 ifast cottvert de (loire e» de fiuriM* 
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after the war is over.*** The man, whose name was 
Paul Werner, became afterward a lieutenant-general 
in the service of Prussia, colonel of a regiment of 
hussars, and knight of the Black Eagle. 

Meanwhile the well-directed fire and imperturbable 
discipline of the Prussian infantry had succeeded in 
repelling the troops of Romer. They retreated 
with great loss, and their commander was killed. 
The General Berlichingen, who commanded the 
Austrian right wing, attacked the left iving of the 
Prussians, and obliged it to give way. But the 
Prussians soon rallied; and their infantry, under the 
guidance of Marshal Schwerin, repulsed the ene- 
my's, and continued to ^in ground. The Austrians 
yielded, and endeavoured in vain to rally themselves 
behind a ravine. Thus the whole line of the Aus- 
trians was thrown into a state of disorder ; and the 
army was obliged finally to retreat. The victorious 
army passed the night upon the field of battle. The 
loss of the Austrians amounted to near five thousand 
killed and wounded ; and nine pieces of cannon and 
four standards were taken from them. The Prus- 
sians had four thousand six hundred killed and 
wounded; among the former was the Mar^irave 
Frederic of Brandenburgh Schwedt, the cousm of 
Frederic. Ten princes of the house of Branden- 
burgh are said to have been present at this en- 
gagement*! 

Thus concluded the 'battle of Mollwitz, which was 
the first event that laid the foundations of the great- 
ness of the Prussian power. This victory was the 
fruit of the admirable discipline and bravery, and the 
superior tactics, of the Prussian infantry, conducted 
as it was by the experienced talent of Marshal 
Schwerin, who had been formed in the school of 
Marlborough and Eugene, as well as in that of 
Charles the Twelfth, and had profited by all then. 

* Vie de Frederie Q. 

t HiAOire de mon Temps.— Vie de Frederic IL 
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lessons. ITie anxiety of Frederic as to the issue 
of the engagement must have been intense ; for he 
wrote word, immediately after it had taken place» 
to the Prince of Anhalt, " I have neither eaten nor 
slept for two days.** In the account he has left us 
of this war, he says very fairly, that the contest in 
this campaign between Neuperg and himself seemed 
to.be which should commit the most faults; and he 
adds, ** Mollwitz was the school of the king and his 
troops. That prince reflected profoundly upon all 
the faults and errors he had fallen into, and tried to 
correct them for the future."* 

Voltairef tells a ridiculous story of the misfor 
tunes which happened to Maupertuis during the 
battle. He says that he followed the army], antici- 
pating great advantages to himself by so doing, and 
hoping that the king would provide him with a 
horse. As this was not the case, he bought a jack- 
ass for two ducats ; which, however, when he fled 
with the king, could not go fast enough to save him 
from the Austrian hussars, who took him prisoner 
and plundered him.^ The fact was, that Maupertuis 
had followed the king to the battle on horseback, 
and had got up into a tree, tying his horse at the 
bottom of it, in order to see what was going on at a 
distance. In this position he was seen by a party 
of Austrian hussars, who immediately galloped up 
to the place, and, before he could escape, seized 
upon him, and took from him whatever of value he 
had about his person. Luckily for him, he was re- 
cognised by the Prince of Lichtenstein, who had 

* Histoira de mon Temps. 

t Tbe King of Pmnia wrote an acoooDt to Voltaire of his Yictory, 
which the latter received in the theatre at Lisle, during tbe first repre- 
sentation of his tragedy of Mahomet. He read tbe king's letter to the 
andienee between tbe acts,, which oooasioned great applaase. "Ton 
will see," said he, " that this piece of Mottwitx will ensure the success 
of mine." **VoasTerm que eette pUee de Mollwitz fera reossirla 
mienne."— Ckmuneotaire historii^ue dea CBavrea de I'Auteur de la 
Henriade. 

t M^moires de Voltaire. 

I.— Q 
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known bim at Paris» and wlio now delivered bim 

fiom the liands of his ruthless plimderera. 

Neuperg retired to the right side of the river 
Neisse, and intrenched himself between the town 
of that name and Bilau, while waiting for rein- 
forcementsj* 
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Thb first enterprise of the Prussians, after the 
vlctoiy of Mollwitz, was the investiture of the town 
of Brieff. To the Marshal Kalkstein was intrusted 
the conduct of the siege ; while the king with a part 
of his army remained near MoUwitz^ in order to 
cover his operations. The trenches were opened 
on the 27th of April, and the town capitulated on the 
4th of May. The King of Prussia, in consideration 
of the courageous defence made by the governor 
Piccolomini, granted him the honours of war; but 
the garrison were compelled to ent^ into an en* 
gagement not to serve against the Prussians for the 
space of two years.t 

The victory of the Prussians at MoUwitz was re- 
ceived with dissatisfaction at the English court; but 
at that of France with much joy.. It determined the 
government there to take a more active part in the 

* Grimoard, TaUeau de la Vie'et dn Becne de Wedeifo le Grioid. 
tiWt 
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eMKeM; and, if poesiMe, to ratke use of tids crppoi^- 
tonity to giv6 tfid fihi^hinf Uow to the power of the 
house of Austria. With this view the Marshal de 
Belleisle, ambassador from France to the diet of 
election, which was now holding at Frankfort for 
the purpose of choosing an emperor, was sent t6 the 
camp of Frederic. His orders were to conclude ah 
alH'ance with that monarch, of which the principal 
articles were to be, the eleration of the Elector of 
Bavaria to the imperial dignity, the diirtsion arid dis- 
memberment of the provinces of the Queen of Huii- 
gary, and the guarantee, which France was wilting 
to promise to the King of Prussia, of Lower Silesia, 
provided he would renounce his claims upon the 
duchies of Juliers and Berg, and give his vote at the 
diet of election to the Elector of Bavaria. The 
marshal had also power to stipulate that France 
should send two armies into the empire; the one to 
the assistance of the Elector of Bavaria, and the • 
other Into Westphalia, for the purpose of keeping in 
check the Hanoverians and Saxons.* This treaty, 
though not entirely concluded, was far advanced to- 
wards its completion during the stay of the marshal 
in the Prussian camp. Frederic, as he informs us 
himself, • did not sign it immediately, ^ because he 
did not wish to act ptecipitat^y in affairs of such 
great consequence ; and was also wilhng to reserve 
this measure as a last resource.'* He also found 
that the marshal gave way too much to visionary 
^schenies in his wish to Erf}a8e the house of Austria. 
** He seetned,** says the king, ** as if he thought that 
all the territories of the Queen of Hungary were 
already on sale to the highest bidder." One day, 
when he was with the king, he seemed more occu 

gied and absent than usual. Frederic asked him if 
e had heard any bad news t ^ None,** replied the 
marshal; ** what now embarrasses me, sire, is, that 

* BiMdin da HMD TMBpft 
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I cannot settle what we shall do with Moravia." 
The king advised him to offer it to the King of Po- 
land, and the marshal was most grateful for the 
suggestion.* 

The effect of the battle of Mollwitz upon the King 
of England was this, — ^that, though it did not diminish 
his hostility towards his nephew, or prevent his in- 
triguing against him in various courts, it led him to 
take the precaution of not committing acts of open 
hostility, ile even offered his services as mediator 
between the courts of Berlin and Vienna, and with 
this view sent to the camp of Frederic Lord Hynd- 
ford,t as minister plenipotentiary from England, and 
the Sieur Schwickelt, in the same capacity from 
Hanover. According to the King of Prussia's ac- 
count, these two negotiators, though coming from 
the same sovereign, had entirely different instruc- 
tions, and regarded one another with greater distrust 
and dislike than any other two of the foreign minis- 
ters in the camp. The Hanoverian was instructed 
to offer the neutrality of his master upon the cession 
to his electorate of certain territories : while the 
Englishman volunteered the good offices of the King 
of England to engage the Queen of Hungary to 
cede certain principalities in Lower Silesia. Mean- 
while Finch,x the English minister in Russia, was 
doing his utmost to persuade that government to 
declare war against Prussia, to which determination 
it was but too much disposed. The successful ne- 
gotiations of Winterfeld with Munich had been nn- 
dered useless in consequence of the intrigues of the 
Count de Lynar, the ambassador of the King of Po- 
land. This diplomate, having made an impression 

* Hlttotre de moD Tanqw. 

t John (Carmichael) tbird Earl ofHyndArd, tvbo wm employed darlAC 
Itie reign of Georfe tbe Second In ▼arioos diplomatic missionM. 

t I'be noooiuabla Edward Flncli Hatton, flftli aon of Daniel aeoood 
Earl of Nottingham and aixth Earl of Wincheleea. He was at dllfoiffit 
timea miniater at the ooort of Sweden, at that of Bnaala, at that <tf Po 
land, at the diet oTRatiaboQ, and in BoUand. 
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upon the heart of the gratid-dachess, used his influ- 
ence with her to favour the views of his sovereign; 
who, as has been ahready seen, was in alliance .with 
the Queen of Hungary. A Russian army was in 
consequence assembled in Livonia, which was des- 
tined to act against Prussia. The declaration of war 
by Sweden against Russia, however, in the first 
place, retarded their operations ; and, subsequently, 
the revolution which took place in the government 
of the latter country, on th^ 6th*of December in this 
year,* which placed Elizabeth, the second daughter 
of Peter the Great, upon the throne of the czars, 
again changed the politics and dispositions of the 
Russian cabinet. 

In these critical circumstances, it.became necessary 
for Frederic to attach to himself pe;rmanently some 
powerful ally ; and to this he was more particularly 
led by the reports he heard of Danish and Hessian . 
troops taken into the pay of the King of England, 
and designed to act, in conjunction with the Saxons, 
against, him. He therefore at length signed the 
treaty with France, stipulating at the same time that 
it should be kept secret till its being known could do 
no injury to the Prussians, or rather till the French 
armies w^ere ready to act in their favour. Frederic 
tells us himself that the secret was kept most reli- 
giously, and that he succeeded in amusing Hjmdford 
and Schwickelt with negotiations as long as was ne- 
cessary for his purpose. • 

During these various negotiations Neuperg's army 
had been reinforced with troops from. Hungary, and 
with considerable bodies of the militia of the Aus- 
trian states. • The campaign for some time offered 
only the incidents of occasional skirmishes of de- 
tached parties, in which, however, the Prussians had 
ordinarily the advantage. The Prussian army was 
at first encamped near Grotkau, ^d afterward occu- 

♦1741 
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feied the heights of Strehlen; while that of Anstra 
had placed itself, about three miles off, in an impreg- 
nable camp behind the town of Neisse. Meanwhile 
Neiiperg had established communications with Bres- 
iau (of which the independent neutrality had thus fiar 
been respected), in the hope of obtaining^ possession 
of that important town. The intrigue was conducted, 
through the means of some Austrian old ladies, resi- 
dent there, and bitter enemies of the Prussian invsh 
sion ; and some of the magistrates of the place wore 
also cognizant of it.* 

The King of Prussia was too well served by his 
spies not to be made acquainted with what w^ going 
on, and he determined to anticipate the schemes of 
his enemies. With this view he upon some pretext 
sent for those magistrates of Breslau whom he knew 
to be the most attached to the house of Austria, tp 
wait upon him in his camp. - He also invited all the 
foreign ministers resident at Breslau to attend, him, 
in order that their persons might not be exposed to 
any tumult to which the seizing upon the town by 
surprise might give rise. This done. Marshal Schw&- 
rin mardied towards the town with several battalions, 
which, advancing by different roads, reunited in the 
suburbs.! He demanded passage through the town 
for a single regiment. While this was entering at 
one gate, three battalions and five squadrons coq»- 
trived to gain admission at another. The infantry 
immediately took possession of the ramparts, while 
the cavalry cleared the streets. In less than an hour 
the town wa& taken complete possession^o^ withool 
pillage or violence of any kind. The burghers took 
the oath of allegiance to Frederic ; and then Marslud 
:Schwerin returned to the camp, leaving^ three bat* 
talions, under the command of Generid Marwitz, ic 
garrison the town. The surprise of Neupe^g,whett 
le heard of this expedition, was eqoal to his diaa^ 

* HMoire de ram Temps. ' ' 1 1<^ Ancwt, 1741. 
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pdihtmeiif. He endeavdorad to make up for it by an 
attetirpt to getpossesskmof the Prussian magazin^a 
at Schweidnitz^ bat in this hewasfoiled* as the 
king^s advanced guafd arrived there iiiefore hiil). 

Tii^ King of Prussia was nOw determined upon 
attemptii^ to make Neuperg retrace his stepst and 
retire into Moravia. He. therefore adyancediagainst 
hinit and. partly by menaces and partly by^negotia'* 
iions, induced him to retreat^ This liappened dur- 
ing the month of October. It appears that whiliQ 
Frederic was pressing Neuperg on every side, Lord 
Hyndford was negotia^g between the.Aiistriam 
and Prussians, and endeavooring^ to, bring the former 
to reason. His remonstrances and the present bad 
statoof their af&irs had so much effect iqx>n the 
court of Vienna that they at length consented to cede 
to Prussia Lower Silesia, the town of Neisse, and a- 
small plortion of Upper Silesia. To these proposi? 
tions was added an offer that Neuperg should aban^ 
don Silesia, provided the kin^ would declare, ver« 
bally, that he would not attempt any thing against 
ihe Queen of Hungary*! The temptation, as Frederic 
observes, was not to be resisted ; the enemies being 
willing to coUtent themselves with a verbal .commu* 
nication, which would acquire provinces to the Prus* 
sian sceptre and' winter-quarters for the army, fa- 
tigued as it was with eleven months of miutary 
labours. The king therefore consented to an inter* 
view with Neiiparg, ^ich took place at Oberschnel* 
lendorf;— Frederic was accompanied only by the 
Colonel Goltz ; with Neu^rg were the General lien- 
tutus and Lord H3mdford. It was here agreed that 
the Prusraatn troops should be allowed to besiege and 
take ihe town of: Neisse^ and that they should, not 
be disturbed in the wintet^jquarters which they should 
be inclined to take possession of, either in Pohe^mia 
•r Silesia. It was also arranged that this sort of truce 

* GrinuMrdf Tableau de la Vie et da Regne de Frederic le Gniid. 
t HwtolndABMiiTemiNi 
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should be kept secret ; and that if it was divulged by 
either party, from that moment it should be null and 
Toid. Immediately after this convention Neuperg 
and his army r^t^red into Moravia ; and the Prussians 
undertook the siege of Neisse, which capitulated on 
the twelfth day. The army then separated for the 
winter ; and a portion marched into Bohemia, under 
the command of Prince Leopold of Anhalt Dessau. 
A few regiments were employed in the blockade of 
Neisse ; and the rest of the troops, under Marshal 
Schwerin, were established in Upper Silesia. The 
King of Prussia received the homage of his new sub* 
jects at Breslau, and then returned to Berlin. *' He 
be^an," as he remarks in his own history of this war, 
** to learn the art of war by means of the faults he 
himself committed."* 

During this winter the Prussian capitsd was the 
centre of negotiations. France pressed the king to 
allow his army to act ; England exhorted him to con- 
clude a peace with Austria ; Spain solicited his alli« 
ance; Denmark his advice how to change sides; 
Sweden requested his assistance ; Russia his good 
offices at Stockholm ; and the Germanic empire, anx- 
ious for peace, made the greatest possible endeavours 
to put an end to the present troubles.! 

Shortly after the signature .of his treaty with 
France, the King of Prussia concluded a similar one 
with the Elector of Bavaria. The result of the two 
was, that in the course of the autumn of this year 
two French armies made their appearance in the em* 
pire. One of them, under the command of the Mar- 
shal de Maillebois, took up a position in Westphalia, 
for the purpose of watching and controlling the 
movements of the Hanoverians; while the other, 
commanded by the Marshal de Broglio, united itself 
with the Bavarians commanded by Minutzi. The 
Bavaro-French troops entered Upper Austria, and 

* Hittoir« da moo Temp* t ^i^ 
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Advanced to Xintz, and from thence poshed onwards 
till they were 'within two days* march of Vienna. 
The Austrian court fled in terror to Presburg, where 
the Queen of Hungary attended the diet, then sitting, 
and made a touching speech in Latin to that assem- 
bly ; presenting to them at the same time her infant 
son, afterward Joseph the Second. *' Abandoned,** 
said the weeping Maria Theresa, *< by my friends, 
persecuted by my enemies, attacked by my nearest 
relations, I have no resource but in your fidelity, 
your courage, and your firmness: I place in your 
hands the daughter and the son of your kings, who 
look to you for their safety.** The palatines were 
so moved to enthusiasm with these words, that they 
cried out with one accord, ^ Moriamur pro rege nos- 
tro, Mari^ Theresia !" Let us die for cur king^ Maria 
Theresa !* At this moment the Queen of Hungar 
ry*s affairs were in so despairing a state, that, being 
with child, she wrote to her . mother-in-law, the 
Duchess of Lorraine, ** I do not know whether a 
single town will remain to me, in which I may be 
brought to bed.'* A more favourable era, however, 
soon dawned upon her and her family. 

Meanwhile the intrigues of the French emissaries, 
who thought the Elector of Bavaria would become 
too poweriiil if he obtained possession of the Austrian 
capital, induced that prince t9 abandon his project of 
marching to Vienna. While therefore a portion of 
the French troops, under the command of the Count 
de Segur, was left in Upper Austria, the remainder 
of the aUied army turned towards Bohemia, where 
they were joined by a body of Saxons, under the 
command of Count Rutowsky. They took Prague . 
by assault on the night of the 25th of November, 
while the Grand-duke of Tuscany, the husband of 
Maria Theresa, was marching to its relief. In Prague 
three thousand prisoners were taken. The Elector 

* Voltaire, Bi&de de LouLi XV. 
I.— R 
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of Bavaria hastened iheienpon hearidcrof Ihe 8uc«> 
cess of his amu, was crowned King of Bohemia 
daring the month of December, and received the oath 
of fidelity from the constituted authorities. Bat 
while he was thus employed the Austrian General 
Khevenhuiler had driven the Count de Segur out of 
Austria, and had himself entered Bavaria, which 
obliged the Bavarian army to abandon Bohemia, and 
hasten to the defence of their own country. 

In the last dxyn of December, 1741, the Marshsd 
Sehwerin, who (m spite of the tacit convention, al- 
ready mentioned, which existed between Frederic 
and the Austrians) had made an irruption into Mora- 
via, attacked the town of Olmutz, which forthwith 
capitulated. The intention of tbe King of Prussia, 
when he left his army, was, that by advancing thus 
fan during the winter, they might be enablied in the 
course of tiie ensuing campaign to carry the war to 
the gates of Vienna. 

On the S4th of February, 1742, the Elector of Ba^ 
varia was chosen Emperor of Germany by the diet 
assembled at Frsu^ort ; and tlus event seemed to 
be the signal for all the misfortunes which from this 
moment till the end of his life marked the career of 
this unhappy sovereign. Almost at the moment of 
his election, his general. Marshal Toerring, was de- 
feated by the Austrian troops ; and the hereditary 
states of Bavaria became the prey of the victors $* 
while the new emperor was obliged to take up his 
residence first at Augsburg and subsequently at 
Frankfort.-f Bavaria continued to be occupied by 

* Voltain^iidede Louis XV.->L'Art de reilAtt Im Dates, 
t VoU«ire*e *'Epi)*lianie de 1742'* is well knowo. 
** Staart, ctaass^ par lee Angloia, 

Dit eon roeaire en Italie; 

Stanislas, ex-roi Polonais, 

Fume sa pipe en Anstrasie ; 

•VBmperewr^ eUtri du FrcauntiMt 

YU a Pauberge en Franeonit : 

La bdle idne dee Hoofraifl, 

•• lit da Sena BplpliaBlai* 
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the Austrians, with the exception pf a ^xy ehoit 
interval in 1743, until the end of the year 1744. At 
that time the emperor SHCceeded in retunung to Mil* 
Dich, where he died on the 20th Januaf3s 174^ worn 
out with anxiety and chagrin. Hi3 career ha3 been 
well and forcibly describ^.by o)ne of ourownpoetSf 
as an exemplification of the yanity and unprofitable- 
ness of all human amUition. 

** The bold Bavariaii, in a Incklett boor, 
TriM the dreed eammlte of CaDsareea power ; 
With unexpected legione bnnte away. 
And eeee defenoeleee realms reeeiTe his sway. 
Short away ! Ihir Austria spreads her mournful charms ; 
The queen, the beauty, sets the world in arms ; 
From hill to UU Uie beaeonfK jffamag blase 
Spreads wide the iMpe or plunder and of praise ; 
liie fierce Croatian, and the wild hussar, 
With all the sons of rsTage, arowd the war. 
The baffled prince, in honour's flattering bloom 
Of hasty grMtness, finds the Hsital doom— 
His fbes* derision, and his subject^ blame, 
And steals to death flrom angolsb and.firom diame."* 

The King of Prussia left Berlin on the 18th of 
Januar}^) and went to Dresden for the purpose of 
conferring with Augustus the Third>Kin^ of Poland 
and Elector of Saxony, who was become his ally, 
but who from timidity and incapacity, as- well as from 
the treachery of some of his ministers, did not seem 
disposed to take an active part in the contest. Fred- 
eric describes i^asantly enough his interview with 
Augustus, in which he endeavoured to explain to him 
the objects of the campaign; and particularly dwelt 
upon the manner of obtaining possession of the prov- 
ince of Moravia, which, in the division of the spoil, 
was to be added to the Saxon territories. He says, 
•* Augustus answered yes to every thing, with an air 
of being convinced, joined to a look of great ennuu 
Count Bruhljt whom this interview displeased, inter- 

* Johnson, Vanity of Human Wishes. 

t Henry Ckiunt Bruhl, for a loof aeries of tears the first mfadster oi 
iis couft of Dresden. Ho wis • man of Inftitor aUUtiss, gnat lBdo> 
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rapied it by announcingf to his master that the opera 
was about to commence. Ten kingdoms to conquer 
would not have kept the King of Poland a minute 
longer. He went therefore to the opera; and the 
King of ^Prussia obtained at once, and in spite of 
those who opposed it, a final decision.*** 

On leaving Dresden, Frederic went to Prague; 
and from thence to Glatz, which had just been giren 
up to the Prusaians by the Austrian commandant 
Fontenelle, who, however, still held possession of 
the citadel. From Glatz he proceeded to Olmut^, 
where he found a part of his own army, as well as 
of the French and Saxon troops. With these allies 
he concerted an expedition against the town of Iglau, 
situated on the borders of MpraYia and Bohemia, 
which was in consequence taken possession of by 
the Saxon troops, under the comman(} of Prince 
Tliierry of Anhsdt Dessau, on the 15th of February. 
After this exploit, the French army returned into 
Bohemia; the Saxons marched towards the fron- 
tiers of Hungary ; and the Prussians advanced by 
Znaim towards Vienna. The Prince Thierry and 
his Saxons succeeded in routing a large body of 
irregular Austrian troops, which had been assembled 
in Hungary ; while the advanced guard of Frederic 
was at the very gates of Vienna. His intention 

leeee, and onbovmM proAMion ; lo which qnalUiet h« united ch« lowest 
eorraption, and the habit of betraying his master to whichever side of 
European politics offlsred him the most ample bribes. He was aecns- 
tomed to say that *' public aflhirs carried themaelTee on, prorided one did 
not trouble one's self about them." 8ir Charles Banbury Williams aaya, 
in bis letters Ihrni Dresden. **NoWf as every thing, of every kind, from 
the highest aflhirs of state down to operas and hunting, are all in Cou^ 
Brahl*s immediate eare, I leave you to Judge how his post is executed. 
His expenses are immense: he keeps three hundred servants, and a* 
' many horses. His house is in extreme bad taste and extravagance : he 
has at least a dozen eountry-seats, where be is always building and altera 
ing, but which he never sees. It is said, and I believe it, that he ukes 
money fbr every thing the king disposes of in Poland, where they tin- 
qoently have very great employments to bestow." Count Bruhl ^iied in 
1708, a few months altar the weak sovereign whom be had so long guv 
sned to his own rain and that of his ooumnr. 
• * Hlatotare da mon Temps. 
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was to {dHow with all his forces and to attack that 
capital ; but the daily difficulties he experienced in 
persuading the Saxon generals to act, joined to the 
absence of his French allies, obliged him to abandon 
this design, as well as the siege of Bninn, which, 
had been also undertaken. '* The king's expedition," 
he observes of himself,^" failed from many causes. 
Monsieur de Segur* had allowed himself to be taken 
before succour could be sent to him. M. de Bro- 
glio* was paralytic. Bruhl's fears of Mademoiselle 
de Klin^ were greater than his wishes respecting 
Moravia. Augustus the Third would have liked a 
kingdom, but he did not choose to take the trouble 
of conquering it.''t 

The Saxons haa given different signs of defection, 
and at length, on the 25th of April^ their army sepa- 
rated itself from that of Prussia, and took up its 
quarters near Leutmeriz. Frederic was therefore 
obliged to fall back upon the rest of his army, sta- 
tioned in Bohemia, under the command of Leopold 
of Anhalt Dessau, who had advanced to meet nim 
as far as Konigsgratz. On the 17th April, the King 
of Prussia united the two portions of his army, and 
encamped himself near Chrudim.^ The English 
government was still employing itself, outwardly at 
least, in the office of mediator between the contend- 
ing parties ; and with this view Lord Hyndford had 
gone to Vienna. But be found that court, whose, 
hopes had been raised by the evacuation of Moravia, 
and the defection of the Sax«ns, less tractable than 
it had been during the preceding year. This cir- 
cumstance, having been oommumcated to the King 
of Prussia, determined him to bring the Austrians 
to a battle, without which he saw that peace was 

* The French generals. 

t An Austrian enUaeary at the court of Dresden^ who was employed 
to threaten BnitU with the diaeoreiy of a piece of perfidy eommitMd fef 
aim, unless be detached his master ftom the Prussian interests. 

X Histoire de men Temps. 

^ Qiiisnsrd, Tabiean de la Tie et dn BegjM de Fiedaris le Giaad. 
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not to be expected or hoped for. Having first vainly 
endeavourea to persuade the palsied Marshal de 
Broglio to come to his assistance, he determined to 
give battle -with his own forces alone ; and, with 
this view, he made his army advance as far as the 
village of Ohotusitz, where he found himself in 
presence of the Austrian army, under Prince Charles 
of Lorraine,* who had taken possession of the town 
ofCzaslau.t 

During the night of the 10th of May, the king, 
with part of his troops^ marched to Kuttenburg; 
but hearing that the enemy was in moivement, he 
returned forthwith (o the camp at Ohotusitz. With 
the dawn of day the Prince of Lorraine had drawn 
up Ms army' in order of battle, before the Prus- 
sian intrenchments. The Prince of Anhalt estab- 
lished his heavy artillery on a height, and drew out 
his troops with the greatest promptitude. At ihik 
moment. the king arrived, and arranged the troops 
he brought with him in a second line. Thva united 
hi9 army amounted to twenty-four thousand men ; 
while that of the Austrians consisted of about thirty 
thousand. In the commencement of the battle, the 
Prussian cavalry succeeded in turning the left wing 
of the Austrians, and threw them into disorder. 
Upon seeing this, the King of Prussia brought up 
tite infantry of his right wing, and cobopleted the 
success of that part of his army.' Thecavaliyof 
the left wing of the Prussians also commenced their 
part of the contest with the same good f<»tune ; but 

• 

* Charles Alexander Prince of Lorr^ne, yonnfer ])roiliet^ of FVaaeia 
IHike of Lorraine and Tuscany and Bnq>eror of Gennmy. He mam a 
fsaeral of aome abUliy, thoiigli luiaMe to eepe wifti the aoperior aeniiia 
of Frednic. He was mueh beloved by his soldiery aind also by the 
nofde of ttie Netherlands, wlioin he governed for many yearai Be wan 
bom in 1713, and died in 1780. Frederic says of him^ " He was brsTe^ 
Bked by his troops, was peribetly master of the bvsfness of tbo oomnii»* 
sariat, had perhaps too great a ftoility in reoeiTittg tlie impressioMi 
wMch faiit ftroontes gave him, and, being (bad of social intfl»fmia4 
had the repi^atloq of sometimes drinking ta exeessJ' 

t HiBtoln de moo Tempik 
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the Austiiaiis, having reinfoieeii their right wing, 
rallied, and obliged the Prussians to retire as far as 
Chotusitac, where they pillaged their camp. The 
Austrian infantry advanced at the same time in that 
direotioUt and an obstinate combat commenced. 
The Prussian right wing, already victorious, decided 
the £s^ of the day, by - attacking *the enemy on the 
flank ; while, at the same moment, the General 
Lehwald advanced from the village of Chotusitz, at 
the head of a fresh body of infantry. The Austrians 
gave way, and taking the route by Czaslau, fled into 
Moravia^ Thus ended the battle of Chotusitz, or 
Czaslao, for it is. called by both these names.* The 
Prussians had 3500 killed and wounded; the Aus« 
trians dOOO, besides 1200 taken prisoners, eighteen 
camions, axid two standards.! Frederic is reported, 
upon this occasion, to have written tp the King of 
France,^— *' Sire, the Prince Charles has attacked 
me, and I have beaten him !" To his friend Jordan 
he wrote the following characteristic epistle : — 

^* Dear Jordan, 
'^ I must tell you, as gayly as I can, that we have 
beaten the enemies soundly, and that we are all 
pretty well after it. Poor Rottemburg is wounded 
in the breast smd in the arn>; but, as it is hoped, 
without danger. Adieu. You will be happy, 1 
think, at the good news I send you. My compli- 
ments to OaBsarion.| 

** Frum the FMd of Battle of Cbotoaitc, 
1701 Mi^, 1742."$ 

While Frederic was thus driving his enemies be- 
fore him, 1^e French troops, under the command^ of 
the Marshals de Broglio and de Belleisle, obtained 
a considerable advantage, near Sahe, over the divi- 

* Orimowd, T^blemt de la Vie etdn Eegne dePrederlo to Gnui4 

t Mailer, Tableau des Ga^rrea de Frederic to Grand. 

i Keyaerling. 

$ CorraciiMmdaDe^ de FredeiH n 
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sion of the Austrian army commanded by Piinee 
Lobkowitz. This, however, was shortly after fol- 
lowed by some ill success, which obliged them to 
retreat.* 

The event of the battle of Chotusitz had a greater 
effect upon the Austrian cabinet than all the pre- 
vious representations of the mediator Lord Hynd- 
ford. They now showed sincerely a desire to bring 
th^ war to a conclusion ; in proof of which, they 
sent Lord Hyndford to Breslau with full powers for 
that purpose. Frederic, who was dissatisfied with 
his French and Saxen allies, and was detemuned to 
treat without them, deputed the Count Podevils to 
meet him. The preliminaries of peace were signed 
by these two plenipotentiaries, at Breslau, on the 
11th of June, 1742. The principal article in them 
was, the cession made by the Queen of Hungary to 
the King of Prussia of Upper and Lower Silesia, 
and of the principality of Glatz ; with the exception 
of the towns of Troppau and Jfegemdorf, the prin- 
cipality of Teschen, and the chain of high mountains 
situated beyond the river Oppa. The definitive 
treaty was signed at Berlin on the 2Qiih of July. 

" Thus," observes Frederic, *• Silesia was reunited 
to the dominions of Prussia. Two years of war 
sufficed for the conquest of this important province. 
The treasure which the late king had left was 
nearly exhausted ; but it is a cheap- purchase, when 
whole provinces are bought for seven or eight mil- 
lions of crowns.* The union of circumstances at 
the moment peculiarly favoured this enterprise. 
It was necessary for it that France should allow 
itself to be drawn into the war ; that Russia should 
be attacked by Sweden; that, from timidity, the 
Hanoverians and Saxons should remain inactive; 
that the successes of the Prussians should be uninter 
rupted ; and that the King of England, the enemy 
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of Prussia, should become, in spite of himself, the 
instrument of its aggrandizement. What, ho wever, 
contributed the most to this conquest was, an army 
which had been formed for twenty-two years by 
means of a discipline admirable in itself, and supe- 
rior to that of the troops of the rest of Europe; 
generals who were also true patriots ; wise and in- 
corruptible ministers; and, finally, a certain good 
fortune, which often accompanies youth, and deserts 
a more advanced age."* 

Saxony acceded to the treaty of Breslau on the 
2d of September; and on the 18th of November, 
George the Second, King of England, concluded 
with Frederic the treaty of offensive and defensive 
alliance called the treaty of Westminster, by which 
they mutually guarantied to each other their respec- 
tive possessions in Europe. France, meanwhile^ 
complained that she had been deserted and abandoned 
by Prussia. To this Frederic replied, '' That he had 
put himself into a course of remedies ; and that he 
advised all others who were sick to do the same."t 

It is difficult, on occasions like the one at present 
under tsonsideration, to discover which party is the 
betrayer or the betrayed ; as in these cases it is al- 
most invariably only a race of perfidy between them. 
If we may credit, however, accounts which were 
published at the time, the original sin of desertion 
rests with the French government. They intended 
to treat separately with the court of Vienna, but 
their plans were discovered by the Kinff of Prussia, 
who managed, through the mediation of England, to 
forestal them.^ The anecdote is thus related : — ^After 
the battle of Chotusitz, Frederic went to see the 
Austrian general Pallant, who had been wounded 
and taken prisoner. In the course of conversation 

* Htolofare da mon TeDiN. 

t ^ Q»*H t'^toit mis daiw 1m nmedea, et qalj oooMilloit aux autrei 
Builides de se retaUir.* 
X Grimoud, Tableau da Is Via ot 4b ItafiM da Fraderiole Grand 



the general remarked, that he should die contented 
if he could reconcile the King of Prussia with the 
Queen of Hungary ; and he assured him, at the same 
time, that if he continued the war, he would indu- 
bitably be the dupe of France. Frederic affected in- 
credulity, and asserted that he had in his possession 
the proofs of the contrary. The General Pallant 
immediately answered, that what he advanced was 
true ; and that he only asked for six days' delay, in 
order to convince the king of this. The general im*. 
mediately despatched a courier to Vienna,, ^ho re- 
turned after some days ; and he lost no time in ap- 
prizing the king of his arrival. Frederic, upon this^ 
paid another visit to Pallant, who delivered him a 
letter, which he entreated him to read with attention. 
Frederic cast his eyes over it, and saw, with astonish- 
ment, that it was a letter from the Cardinal Fleury, 
prime minister of France, to the Queen of Hungary ; 
m which he informed her, that the King of France 
would guaranty to her Silesia and Moravia, if she 
would give up to the emperor Bohemia and part of 
Uraer Austria. 

Frederic requested of the general to be allowed 
to keep the letter for a few days ; and the latter con- 
sented. On' his return to his own quarters, Frederic 
riaid in the presence of some of his generals, " The 
cardinal takes me for a fool, and wants to betray« 
me ; but I will try and prevent him." He immi^ 
diately sent orders to the Count de Podevils to enter 
into negotiations with Lord Hyndford; and then 
wrote to the Marshal de Broglio, to announce his 
victory of Chotusitz, in the following terms : — ^ I am 
quits with my allies, for my troops have just gained 
a complete victory. It now becomes your duty to 
profit by this success without delay, the neglect of 
which you would have to answer for to your allies. 
I pray God that he may keep you always in his ho^ 
and worthy protection. Frederic.** 

* Vie d« Tradnte It 
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The style of this letter sbrixised the two Trench 
marshals Brbglio and BeUeisle ; and they were 
further astotdshed by the Account of an English 
courier, who had been taken prisoner at Prague, and 
who informed them, that, at Viennst, the treaty of 
peace between the Queen of Hungary and the King 
of Prussia was considered as nearly settled. This 
inteUig:ence induced the Marshal de BeUeisle to go 
forthwith to the camp of Frederic, in order to ascer- 
tain from him the tnith or falsehood of these reports. 
The King of Prussia told the marshal, fraiikly, the 
state of the case. "1 heMeve," said he, "that the 
treaty you allide to is as good as concluded. I have 

S escribed the conditions of peace to the Queen of 
ungary, and she accepts them. Having, therefore, 
an that I waiit, I make peace ; and all the world, in 
my stthation, would do the same. At the same time, 
if I abandon the alliance of the emperor, I do not, 
on that account, desert the interests of that prince ; 
but the Queen of Hungary, by conceding aU I have 
demanded of her, leaves me no pretext for continu- 
ing the war." To this speech the marshal had the 
insolence to reply, "Is it possible, sire, that you can 
dare, to absmdon the best oif your allies, and to de- 
ceive so respectable a monarch as the King of 
Fnmce f^ IVederic looked at him with an air of in- 
dignant disdain, and said, while he put. into his hands 
the cardin^Ps letter, " And you, sir, do you dare to 
tadk to me in this manner t*^ BeUeisle read the let- 
ter, and retired in confusion, secretly cursing the 
caidinal and his conduct. 

Thus ^ided the alliadoe between Prussia and 
France, in which, as Frederic himself allows, •* each 
party wished to be more cunning than the other."* 
The defection of the King of Prussia seemed to be 
the signal for the reviving fortunes' of Maria The- 
resa. Her troops, under the command of Prince 

* BMoIre d« own Tempa. 
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Charles of Lorraine, obtained considerable advan- 
tages, and at length succeeded in shutting up the 
two French marshals within the walls of Prague. 
In spite of some successful sorties, the French army 
was in a perilous situation, and famine and its con- 
comitant evils began to make great ravages in it. 
At length, the Marshal de Maillebois and the Count 
de Saxe, sent from France to their assistance, ar- 
rived; and created a diversion, which enabled the 
Marshal de Brogiio to escape from Prague ; leaving 
still there, however, Belleisle, at the head of twenty- 
four thousand men.* The latter was again block- 
aded, and want of provisions reduced his army to 
nine thousand ; with whom, eventually, in December, 
1743, he made his escape to Egra.t 

Meanwhile, Frederic had returned to Berlin to en- 
joy his successes. He was followed to his capital 
by the diplomates of different nations, ^ whose nego- 
tiations,*' as he himself eimresses it, ^ never ended." 
The English wished to draw the King of Prussia 
into the war which they were about to. undertake 
against the French; the French were anxious to en- 
^ige him in measures which were incompatible with 
the neutrality he had obliged himself to preserve; 
the emperor solicited his mediation; but the kii^g 
remained unmoved. The longer the war continued, 
the more the house of Austria exhausted its re- 
sources ; and the longer Prussia continued at peace, 
the more she gained strength. The great difficulty 
in this conjuncture was, so to maintain the balance 

* Ofimoard. Thbletn d« la Vie et da Kegne d« Fraderle to Grand, 
t FMerto, In one of bis letters to VoltauPB, tlras cluuracterizes tbe dif 
ferent French generals :~ 

** Que ce BrogUo toqjoors (byant, 
Kedvisant sa (nrapeen Ibmde ; 
Qae Maillebois tomjours errant, 
Menant promenerson ann^e; 
Qae S^gur le eapUolear, 
Et les autres transis de peur." 

Supitlemant aux CEuttcs pootbomes de Trederie 11 
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of equality between the belligerent pqwero, that one 
should not gain too much ascendency over the other* 
It was necessary to prevent the emperor from, beinff 
dethroned, and the French from being driven out of 
Crermany.* 

But, although violent measures were interdicted 
to the Prussians by the peace of Breslau, they mig^t, 
by their negotiations, obtain the desired end, as well 
ffs they could by arms; and the occasion, of doing 
this presented itself without delay. The King of 
England had formed a plan of sending his troope^ 
which were in Flanders, to the assistance of the 
ilueen of Hungary. This step would have irreme- 
diably ruined the affairs of the emperor ^md of France. 
So pressing a danger obliged the King of Prussia to 
employ the strongest representations ; he even went 
so far as to menace the King of England with in- 
vading his electorate, if he ventured to send his 
troops across the Rhine, in order to introduce them 
into the empire without the consent of the Ger- 
manic body. By milder arguments the Dutch al* 
lowed themselves to be persuaded not to join their 
troops to those of the aUies of the Queen of Hun- 
gary ; and the French, having thus some breatliing 
time afforded to them, were enabled to take measures 
for their own defence. 

The Prussians were not equaUy successful in the 
j^an they had formed for the support of the emperor* 
This project had for its basis the reinforcement of 
the troops of this prince in Bavaria. The French 
had two reasons for wishing for its success; the 
first being, that if they abandoned Bavaria, thev 
would be obliged to repass the Rhine, and to think 
only of defending their own territories ; the second* 
because, having made an emperor, it was discredita- 
ble for them afterward to abandon Mm, and to de- 
liver him up, as it were, to the mercy of his enemies 

Hbrt<4re de mon Tmd|ml 
TO 
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But tiieir generals had loatthtftr he^ds, and a tenor, 
which was beyond the control of reason* guided 
them.. In order, in some degree, to make up for 
this failure in the French troops, a .plan was con- 
certed for forming an association of the circles of 
the empire, which might set on foot a neutral armj. 
Under this pretext, tl^ King of Prussia would have 
been able to hare joined his forces to those of thf 
other Germanic princes, and this army would have 
covered and protected Bavaria. The affair faikd of 
suscess, through the servile fear which the sove- 
i^eigns of the empire had of the bQUse of Austria. 
The Queen of Hungary thres^ned, the princes trem- 
bled, and the diet would decide nothing. If France 
had supported this project, by some sums of money 
distributed judiciously, it womd have succeeded.* 
• Thus finished the year 1742, the varied events of 
which were only the prelude to the war which afler- 
waid was carried on with stDl greater violence. 
The French were the only persons who were de^ 
idroUs for peace. The King of England, who was 
too much prejudiced with the notion of the weak- 
ness of the government of France* thought that a 
single campaign would be sufficient to overthrow it ; 
vh&e the Queeaof Hungary concealed her ambition 
under the pretext of a legitimate defence. Prussia 
endeavoured to profit by the tranquillity she enjoyed, 
to restore her finances. H^r resources were ex* 
pended : it became necessary laboriously to collect 
fresh ones; to perfect what was still defective in the 
receipts of taxes in Silesia; and to pay the debts ol 
the Avistrians to the English. The renewal of the 
fortifications of five towns wass at the same time un- 
dertaken—those of Glogau, Brieg^ Neisse, Glatz, and 
Cosei. An augmentation of the army to the amount 
of eighteen thousand men was also made.. These 
measure of course required a great outlay of 

* Hialoirt d» Bwii Tenip 
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nonejr; and their ex^cqltoii wa» therefore only, to 
be accelerated by rigid eeonomy. The defence of 
Silesia was intrusted to an army of thirty-five thoit- 
sand men, who had also been themselves the instnt* 
meats of the conquest of this province. Thus, ior 
stead of the Prussian troops being enervated bv their 
tranquillity, the time of peace became for them a 
school of war ; magazines were formed in the towns $ 
&» cavalry ao^uired dexterity and intelligence ; and 
all the different parts of the miUtary establi^ment 
concurred, with an equal ardour, in the enforcement 
.•f a strict discipline, similar to that which, in former 
days, rendered :the Romans the conquerors of aQ 
nations** 



CHAPTER III, 

PrbqiMta of Freterie in 174SMBaltle of Detthifen-^DaMltiito OMdlfioi 
of tlw Binpero r -"Fradaiic imiRovM liia TerriuurlMf and adda Oalr 
Vriap to them— Voltaire at Berlin— His Descrtpcion of Frederic's Lllb 

■ — HUi Negotiations— Negotiations with France and Russia— Allianoe 
IbrUMd at FrankArt— Treaty of Worms— Frederic's Dedaratlott 
against the Court of Vienna, and Renewal of Hostilities— He enters 
Bohemia, and takes Prague— Illness of Lewis the Fifteenth— Tbs 

~ Trassians retreat— Frederi<S's Difllealttes incnsss— Oapcare of ths 
Garrison of Prague— Resalts of the Campaign to Frederic— Operatioas 
in Italy- Prince of Lorraine defeated. 

At the commencement of the year 1743 the King 
Of Prussia's own prospects were in every way pros- 
perous ; and the more so, as Voltaire observes, " be- 
cause all the other powers were suffering.** He 
adds, ** princes now-a-days ruin themselves by war; 
Frederic had enriched himself by it."! He had, 
however, the disappointment of seeing the Queeq 
of Hungary's forces become every day more sue* 

* Histoire de mon Temps. 

t MAmotrM poor serrir 4 la Vie de IL da VoUain, serifs par M 
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cessffd. The Bavarian emperor, whose ^eetion he 
had done so much to ^procure, was driven from aU 
his territories. The French were obliged by the 
Prince of Lorraine and the Austrtans to retreat with 
discredit to the western bank of the Rhine ; while 
another French army, under the command of the 
Marshal de Noailles, having under him his nephew 
the Duke de Grammont, and the Count d'Harcourt, 
was beaten by the combined forces of England, 
Hanover, and Austria, on the plains of Dettingen, 
near the Main. 

This latter event took place in the month of June, 
1743. George the Second, King of England, com* 
manded his troops in person, having under him the 
celebrated Lord Stair.* The Austrians were led by 
the Count de Neuperg. The French commenced 
the attack. The king was on horseback, and rode 
forward to reconnoitre the enemy : his horse, fright- 
ened at the cannonading^, ran away with his majesty 
and nearly carried him into the midst of the French 
lines: fortunately, one of his attendants succeeded 
Ji stopping him. George then abandoned his horse, 
and fought on foot at the head of his Hanoverian 
battalions. With his sword drawn, and his body 
placed in the attitude of a fencing-master who is 
about to make a lunge in carte, he continued to ex- 
pose himself without flinching to the enemy's fire.f 
The Duke of Cumberland distinguished himself at 
the head of the guards, and gave proofs, not only of 
that valour whidi has never been contested to himt 

* Jdbn fDalrymple) second Earl of Stair, bom July SOtb» 1673, died 
May 9cb, 1747, aflAr having filled nurioaa offices, both civil and military, 
wilb credit and aUlity. He was trained to war under the Doke of 
Marlborough, whose politics he also espoused. It is to him that Lewis. 
the Fourteenth is reported to have said, when in the year 1714 Lord 
Stair was reproaching him with the works imdeitaken in the canal of 
Mardick contrary to the stipulations of the treaty of Utrecht, "Monsieur 
lAmbasaadeur, J*ai toners €t6 le maitre chez moi, quelquefUs cbea les 
nttres ; ne m*en fhites pas souvenir.** The ambassador, however, noc- 
wittastwidiog this speech, obliged theUng todiMostinm hispnoeedinga. 

t Histoire de moa Temps. 



Vf^] £]F1 OF nSDBRIO II. tftt 

bat also of a degree of humanity wliich was no< 
always supposed to belong to his character. Though 
wounded, he would not allow his wound to be 
dressed till the surgeon had first attended to a 
French prisoner, who had suffered more severely 
than himself, saying, ** I insist upon your attending 
first to this officer; he is in a worse state than I am, 
end he might chance not to be able to get assistance, 
which will not happen to me."* 

The- Parisians called this day ** the ihiy of the 
broken batons ;"t because Grammont and Harcourt 
had both urged the attack of the English, hoping 
each to gain thereby the baton of a marshal of 
France. After this disaster, the Marshal de Noailles 
went to see the Emperor Charles the Seventh, Whom 
he found at Frankfort, overwhelmed with disappoint- 
ment^ without territories, without hope, and not 
possessed even of sufficient resources for the sub* 
sistence of his family. He gave him a letter of 
credit for forty thousand crowns, which was thank- 
fully received. To such a degree of destitution was 
the majesty of the Roman empire reduced !| 

Frederic, in his History of his own Time, remarks 
with great frankness, — **The victcayof Dettingen 
by ho means gave so much pleasure to the King of 
Ihrussia as it had done to tiie King of England.''^ 
He then proceeds to explain in detail the fears he 
entertained lest the ill-success of their arms might 
tempt the French govemment-^which was become 
weaker than ever since the death of Fleury] — ^to 
abandon entirely the cause of the emperor. The 
conclusion of the campaign was, however, some- 

* Voltaire, SMde de Louis XV. 

t '* La Journ^e dee btoiw TompM." 

1 Voltaire, Sidcle de Louie XT. 
*4 Hiatoire de mon Tempa. 

n llie Cardinal Fleury died at tbe age of 90, January 29tti, l7itL 
** leaving the affairs of the war, of tbe marine, of the finances, and 
of polifics generally, in a state of crisis which impaired the credit of hkr 
ninistry, but not the tranqoOlity of his inind."— VofratVe 

I— S 
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wliat more favourable to the arms of Fsanee than 
the earlier part of it had been. The designa of the 
English and Austrians, after the battle of Dettingeti» 
were to penetrate into Lorraine, and from thence 
into France, With this view it was determined that 
the King of England should pass the Rhine at 
Mayence, and then march into Alsace; while the 
Prince of Lorrame was to cross the same river at 
BMe, take possession of Lorraine, and then place his 
victorious troops in winter quarters in Burgundy and 
Champagne. Geoige passed the Rhine without 
difficulty, and proceeded towards Worms ; but the 
Prince of Lorraine was not so fortunate. Havmg 
sent a portion of his army across the river, and ako 
taken possession of 'an island in the middle of it, he 
was subsequently driven from both these posts ; and 
retired into the Brisgau, where he remained inactive 
during the rest of the year. 

Meanwhile negotiations and intrigues of various 
' kinds commenced at the English camp at Worms. 
It is difficult at this distance of time, and indeed un* 
interesting, to trace these in their d^erent ramifica* 
tions and bearings ; and to penetrate what Frederic 
so properly calls ^ the abyss of bad faith,*** which 
was their result Still a short sketch of the pro« 
ceedings of the different powers is necessary, to fill 
up the history of the year 1743. The principal 
event of the negotiations of this period was the ac- 
cession of Hollsmd to the alliance of England and 
Austria* This was brought about by Lord Carteret,t 

»« Get Abyim ds mauvalae flat.* 

t John lard Carteret, afterward Earl of Granville, bora 1090, died 
17(0. Horace Walpole includea liim in the liat of the enlyjhe great 
nun he ever knew. This distinction, however, he clearly did not merit ; 
Chough, as Lord Cheeterlleld obsenres, "he had great parU, and a meat 
nnccmoMm share of learning for a man of quality. He was one of the 
bes speakers in the House of Lords, both in a declamatory and argu- 
mentative way."—*' In business he was bold, enterprising, and over- 
hearing. He had been bred up in high monarchical, that is, tyrannical 
nrind^es of government, which his ardent and imperious temper nuids 
mm think were the only iratioDal and pnicticahte ones.*'--*' Us was 
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who at this time held the office of secfetarj of state 
in the English cabinet, and had in that capacity 
attended upon his master during the campaign. The 
StatesGeneral, in consequence of certain stipulation^ 
in their treaty, sent a reinforcement of 14,000 men to 
the camp at Worms.* 

Lord Carteret was equally successful in prevent- 
ing an alliance which was preparing between Chiles 
Emmanuel, King of Sardinia, and the court of 
France; and in persuading that prince instead to 
tonclttde one with his master and the Queen of 
Hungary. - The price of the King of Sardinia's 
friendship was a portion of the Italian territories 
of the House of Austria. The French government 
was furious at the unfavourable result of their ne* 
gotiations with Charles Emmanuel; and a body of 
French troops was in consequence sent to join the 
Spanish army in the neighbourhood of (xenoa, com- 
manded by the Marquis de la Mina, under the Infant 
Don Philip. These forces, when united, made an 
attempt to penetrate through the passages of the 
mountains into Piedmont ; but were repulsed with 
loss, and were finally obliged to retire into Dauphiny. 

At the court of PeteVsburg the inU'igues of the 
contending parties were if possible more active than 
'ki any other part of Europe. The Marquis de la 
Chetardie, the French envoy Mardefeld*--who ap- 
peared in the same capacity for the King of Prussia — 
and the Marquis Botta, sent by the court of Vienna, 
severally endeavoured to win the Czarina Elizabeth 
and her ministers to take part with their respective 
sovereigns. No decisive result was, however, ob- 
tained by any of them. ^ 

Frederic, as he informs us himself, did not leave 
the task of negotiating entirely to his ministers and 
ambassadors, but sometimes undertook that office 

neitber ill-natnred nor ▼indietire, and had a great contempc fbr money 
his ideas were all above it. In aoeial life be was an agreeable, good 
biinottrtd, and inatnwtiTo coou»an<ott ; • gnat baft aoloitaiatog talnr 
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in his own person. *' In the peace which Prussid 
ftt present enjoyed,^' observes he, " two interestiri^ 
objects were always present to the mind of its sove- 
feignr*-the support of the emperor, and a genera) 
peace. With regard to the emperor, as France had 
abandoned him, the only means that remained oJ 
supporting him was by the formation of a league oi 
the German princes, who would raise the standard 
in defence of their chief. Those sentiments and 
views had already been attempted to be suggested 
to these sovereigns, but ia vain. The King of 
Priissia, who was anxious by new efforts to lead 
them to what their interest and their glory equally 
demanded, undertook to open the matter to them in 
person. Under pretext of paying a visit to his sis* 
ters, the Margravines of Bareith and Anspaeh, he 
made a journey in the empire, and pushed on as far 
as Hohen-Oettingen, feigning a curiosity to see the 
remains of the Bavarian army ; but really with a 
view of deliberating with the Marshal Seckendorff 
upon the means to be taken to assist the emperor. 
All the attempts however that could be made* all 
the representations that could be broi]^ht forward, 
and all the reasons that 'could be urged, proved 
equally fruitless. The enthusiasts in favour of the 
house of Austria were willing to sacrifice themselves' 
for her ; while those who were attached to the em« 
peror were so intimidated by the reverses which 
had overwhelmed that prince, that they thought they 
were certain to lose their territories the moment 
they decided to assist him."* 

The ill fortune which attended Frederic in his ne» 
gotiations in favour of the emperor did not, however, 
extend to the improvements he was also emploving 
himself in with regard to the internal state of his 
own kingdom* In the course of this year,f the 
great cana. of Plauen, which shortens the commu- 

* Uatoira de moa TempL t i't^L 
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nication between the Elbe arid the Oder, was made. 
The harbour of Stettin was dug, and the canal of the 
Swine rendered navigable. Establishments for man- 
nfaeturing silk were instituted ; while the culture of 
the silkworm became a source of increasing wealth 
to the inhabitants of the country. The academy 
of sciences was refounded ; and received among its 
members many illustrious names ; while Maupertuis, 
then just returned from his celebrated admeasure- 
ment of the earth, in his journey to the polar circle, 
and at the height of his reputation, became its first 
president.-f Nor were these various ameliorations 
carried on without the personal inspection of Fred- 
eric. Wher'^ver improvements or changes were to be 
made, the king was sure to be present ; and all his ' 
leisure was, in fact, occupied in tours to the different 
parts of his dominions ; in which he inquired into 
the different wants of his people, and devised means 
for their relief; encouraged pubtic works already 
commenced, and planned fresh ones. 

During this interval of peace, an important ad- 
dition to his territories devolved upon Frederic ;— 
•namely, the duchy of Ost-Frise, which fell to him 
by agreement in consequence of the extinction of 
the reigning family. The last Duke of Ost-Frise 
died May 25th, 1744 ; and the King of Prussia imme- 
diately sent a detachment of the garrison of Wesel 
to take possession of his territories, in spite of the 
remonstrances of the King of England, as Duke of 
'Brunswick-Lunenburg, and of the Count of Wied ; 
who also both of them laid claim to the succession. 
The rights of Frederic to this duchy were, however, 
incontestable, as they rested upon a treaty of suc- 
cession- made in due form in the year 1694, and 
sanctioned by the emperor Leopold. As soon as 
Frederic had obtained possession of Ost-Frise, he 
proceeded to ameliorate the condition of the inhabit- 



2^0 LIFE or FREDERIC II. [1743 

ants ; and obliged the Dutch, who, in consequence 
of their advances of money to the sovereigns of the 
country, had held garrisons in the towns of Emden 
and Leerort for above a hundred years, to withdraw 
their troops upon promise of payment.* 

During this year Frederic married his next brother 
the prince Augustus William, to Louisa Amelia Prin- 
cess o^ Brunswick, the sister of his own queen* — 
This marriage was so far an important event, as it 
produced an heir to thei crown. On the 35th of Sep- 
tember, 1744^ a boy was bom, who became in the 
sequel King of Prussia, by the name of Frederic 
William the Second. - 

At the end of the year 1743 Voltaire arrived at 
Berlin. His visit to that cafHtal was to a certain 
extent connected with politics, inasmuch as he was 
charged with the mission of sounding the King of 
Prussia, and of finding out whether he was inclined 
to unite again with France against the house of Aus- 
tria. This information, it was thought, his intimacy 
with that monarch would make him more likely to 
obtain than any one else. Frederic mentions the 
diplomatic powers of Voltaire in slighting terms : — 
** As he had some protectors at Versailles, he thought 
that that was a sufficient reason for giving himself 
the airs of a negotiator. His brilliant imagination 
r^ riot in the vast field of politics. He brought no 
credentials with him, and his mission became a &rce, 
and a mere pleasantxy.^f. But thou^fh the King of 
Prussia treats the diplomacy of Voltaire thus lightly, 
his anxiety to see the diplomate himself at Berlin 
was great. This we may judge of from the follow- 
ing letter, which he wrote to him when his leaving 
France was first in question. 

«6ecober?tli,17a. 

*^ Fmnce has thus far been considered as the asy- 

• BIfltoin d« nM Teinpi. t 
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lam ofunfortonate monarehs; I wish that my capi- 
tal should become the temple of great men. Come 
to it then, my dear Voltaire, and give whatever or- 
ders can tend to render a residence in it agreeable 
to you. My wish is to please vou, and wishing thiSy 
ray intention is to enter entirely into your views. 

^* Choose whatever apartment or house you like ; 
regulate yourself all that you wanty either for the 
comfort or luxury of life ; make your arrangements 
in such a way, that you may be happy and comfort- 
able; and leave it to me to provide for the rest. 
You will be always entirelyfree, and master to choose 
your own way oi life ; my only pretension is to en 
chain you by friendship and kindness. y 

** You will have passports for the post-horses, 
ADd whatever else you may ask. I hope to see you 
on Wednesday ; and I shall then profit by the few 
moments of leisure which remain to me, to enlighten 
m3r8elf with the Maze of your powerful genius. I 
entreat you to believe I shall always be the same 
towards you. Adieu."* 

Voltaire^s own account of his journey to Berlin, 
and its causes, are very detailed. The extreme ill- 
will he bore to the King of Prussia at the time he 
wrote it, ought to make us very cautious of believ* 
ing his facts when he speaks of that monarch ; but 
many of the circumstances related in it, he could 
have had no reason for falsifsring, or colouring too 
highly ; and they are therefore extremely curious; 
while, coming as they do from the pen of so agree- 
able a writer, they cannot fail to be entertaining. 
^ The public ^airs of France,** saya he, '^continu^ 
M as bad a state after the death of the Cardinal de 
Fieury as during the last two years of his adminis- 
tration. The house of Austria rose again from it« 
Mhes. France was cruelly pressed upon by Mml 

« SondtawBC ftux OBttms posduuncs de Frederie IL 



932 'I.IKE OF vfiwp&^ie^jL, [[1740 

power, sad by England.. No oilier resouive re« 
mained to us but the chance of regaining the Kinig 
of -Prussia, .who, having drawn us into the war, had 
abandoned us as soon as it was convenient to him 
so to db. It was thought advisable, under these cir- 
cumstances, that / should be sent to that monarch, 
in order to sound his intentions, and to see if he 
could not be persuaded to avert the storm, whidi 
would be sure, sooner or later, to fall from Vienna 
cmon him, after it had first fallen on us ; and also, 
if he could not lend us fof the moment a hundred 
thousand men ; and by so doing, the better secure 
to himself the possession of Sitesia. 

^ This idea came from M. de Richelieu and Madame 
de Chateauroux : the kinjg adopted it ; and M. Arne- 
lot, the minister for foreign affairs, was charged to 
hasten my departure. A pretext, however, was no* 
cessary. I took that of my quarrel with the ex-bishop 
of Mirepoix.* The king approved of this expedient. 
I wrote in consequence to the King of Prussia, that I 
could no longer endure the persecutions of this 
Theatin,^ and that I should take refuge under the 
protection of a philosophical sovereign, far from 
tlie disputes of this bigot. As thi^ prelate was ac^ 
customed to sign, Vanc^X eveq. de Mirepoix, and as 
his handwriting was sufficiently illegible, we were 
accustomed to read L'ane de Mirepoix, instead of 
Vancieru This was a fertile subject for jokes ; and 
never was negotiation more gay. The KJaag of 
Prussia, who was never backward, when it was « 
question of laughing at monks and prelates of the 
court, answered me with a deluge of sarcasms upon 
the Ane de Mtrepoiat, and entreated me to come to 
him. I took great care to show my letters and his 

* This quarrel bad Us origin in the bishon^is haTing perenaded the 
Mng to reAiM his approral of the eleetion of valtaire to the pkiee In th« 
Vraaeh Acadamy vaoant Inr the death of the CanUnai de Fleary. Tto 
Wahop held the office of ** Minlatre de la Feuille dea fienei)cea." 

t The Mahop had been a monk of the order called ** Tkeatma ** 
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answers. The l»shop was informed of this. He 
went to complain of me to Lewis the Fifteenth; 
because, as he said, I made him pass for a fool at 
foreign courts. The kingr answered him» that it was 
a~ thing agreed upon, and that he must not mind it. 
This answer of Lewis, i;rhich was not in his char- 
acter, always struck me as extraordinary. For my- 
self, I had the pleasure, at the same time, to revenge 
myself upon a bishop who had excluded me from 
the academy ; to make a very agreeable journey ; and 
to put myself in the way of bSng of service to the 
kin^ and the state. 

^ When I arrived at Berlin, the king lodged me in 
his palace, as he had done in my former journeys. 
He then led the same sort of life which he had 
always done since he came to the throne. This 
way of life merits some detail to be bestowed 
u]x>n it. He rose at ^ve* in summer, and six in 
winter. If you wish to know the royal ceieroonies 
of his lever, in what consisted the great and little 
entr^s, what were the functions of his great almo- 
ner, of his great chamberlain, of his first gentleman 
of the bedchamber, of his pages ; I will tell you in 
reply, that a single footman came to light his fire, 
to dress, and to shave him ; indeed, he dressed him- 
self almost without any assistance. His bedroom 
was a handsome one : a rich balustrade, made of 
silver, and ornamented with well-executed Cupids 
of the same metal, seemed to guard a bed of which 
the curtains were seen. But behind the curtains, 
instead of a bed, there was a IHnrary ; and as for the 
king's bed, it was a wretched truckle bed, with a 
little mattress, placed in the comer of the room be- 
hind a screen. Marcus Aurelius and Julian, his 
favourite heroes, and the greatest men amcHig the 
Btx>ics, were not worse lodged. 

- * As tre lMiYieiM»n betore»Pie4Mia lOMal fiuur; tm VoltairaMvti 
wifuded accivMy in details 
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** The king's jtrtine mimister now arrived by Uie 
back stairs, with a great mass of papers under his 
arm. This prime minuter was a clerk, who lodged 
on the second floor in the house of Federsdorf, the 
soldier who was become valet de^hambre and 
favourite, having formerly served the king when he 
was prisoner at Oustrin. The secretaries of state 
sent all their despatches to this clerk,* who made 
extracts from them. The king had the answer 
written on the margin, in a very few words. AH 
the affairs of Ae kingdom were thus gone through 
in a short time. The secretaries of state, or th^ 
other mintsters, had very seldom audiences of the 
king; there w«re some of thein, indeed, to whom 
he had never spoken. The king his father had 
established such regularity in the finances, evexy 
thing was doiie with such military exactness, aod 
the obedience to orders was so unlimited, that four 
hundred leagues of country were governed like the 
estate of an sA)bey. 

''About eleven o'clock the king,. in boots, re- 
viewed, in his garden, his regiment of guards ; and 
at the same hour all the colonels did the same in all 
the provinces. After the parade came the dinner. 
The princes his brothers, the general officers, and 
one or two of his chamberlains partook of his din- 
ner ; which was as good as it could be, in a countnr 
where there is no game, and no tolerable butcher^ 
meat, and wheie all the flour is obliged to be brought 
from Magdeburg. 

^ After dinner the king vetired alone into Us 
cabinet, and made verses till &ve or six o'clock. At 
that hour a young man, named D'Arget, who had 
been secretary to Valori, the French envoy, came 
and read to faikn. A concert commenced at seven, 
in which the king performed on the flute as well as 
th» best professional musician. The pieces of 

rbta fwnon, fvtom Voldrire Mito « elak, ^mt tte ektef ir ftmmism 
m *wnf. 
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music executed were also often of the king's com- 
position, for there was no art he did not cultivate ; 
and he would not« among the Greeks, have under- 
gone the mortification which befell Epaminondas, 
of confessing tliat he did not understand music.'** 
Voltaire coucludes his account of the King of Prus- 
sia's day witii an account of his suppers, which is 
rather too scandi^lous for qootaticm. 

As a contrast to the simplicity of Frederic's ordi- 
nary life, Voltaire gives a magnificent account of his 
splendour on state occasions^ 

** When the king went to Berlin," says he, ^ he 
exhibited a great magnificence, on the days of puUic 
ceremonies. It was a fine spectacle for vain men, 
that is, for almost the whole world, to see him at table, 
surrounded by twenty princes of the empire, served 
on the most beautiful gold plate in Europe^ and at- 
tended by thirty handsome pages, and as many 
young Heyducs, supeibly dressed, and carrying 
great dishes of massive gold. Upon these occa- 
sions, and upon these alone, the great officers of the 
crown appeared. After these banquets, the court 
attended the opera in the great theatre, three hun* 
dred feet long, built by one of Frederic's chamber- 
lains, named Knobelsdorf, without the assistance 
of an architect. The most admirable nngers and 
the best dancers were at this time in the pay of the 
Kingof Prussia.''t 

Voltaire had eyidently a very difTereht idea of his 
diplomatic powers, and of their success, from that 
entertained by Frederic. He dwells upon his nego- 
tiation and its results with much complacency. <* In 
the midst of f<Stes, operas, and suppers, my secret 
negotiation advanced. The king allowed me to 
speak to him upon all subjects ; and I often inter- 
mingled questions respecting France and Austria, 
in conversations relating to the JEneid or Livy . The 
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discussion sometimes was very animated : the Icing 
became excited, and then told me, that as long as 
the court of France continued to knock at every 
door in order to obtain peace, he would never go to 
war in their favour. I sent him, from my room to 
his apartment, my reflecticms upon the subject, 
written upon one side of a sheet of paper. He an- 
swered my bold remarks on the other side. I have 
still this document by me, in which I said to him, 
* Can you doubt that the house of Austria will re- 
demand Silesia from you upon the first opportunity t* 
His answer, ^vritten in the margin to this question, 
was, 

* Hs seront reea, BiribI, 
A la Aeon da bartiari, moa ami * 

This negotiation, of an entirely new kind, concluded 
by an harangue from the King of Prussia, in one 
of his moments of irritation, against his i^ wnde^ 
the King of England. These two sovereigns dis- 
liked one. another. The King of Prussia used to 
say, ' George is the uncle of Frederic ^ but George 
is not the uncle of the King of Prussia.* At length 
he said to me, 'Let France declare war against 
England, and / will march.' This was all I desired, 
I returned as quickly as possible to the court af 
France ; and gave an account of my journey. I 
gave them the same hopes which I had m^^lf been 
led to entertain at Berlin, and which did not prove 
delusive. The following spring the King of Prussia 
made a fresh treaty with the King of France. He 
advanced into Bohemia with 100,000 men, while the 
A.ustrian8 were in Alsatia*** 

Voltaire left Berlin during^ the month of April* 
1744, fully persuaded that the war which was about 
to commence in Europe was the fruit of his in 
trigues. It would, however, appear, that the real 
cause of the renewal of hostilities was, the suspi- 
cions entertained by Frederic of the Hinoeril^ •f his 
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ptesent allies. The King of England was always 
jiis secret enemy ; and the Queen of Hungary was 
obyiously so, from the nature of circumstanGes. He 
had been informed, that in the correspondence be- 
tween these two sovereigns. Maria Theresa had 
complained of the cession of Silesia, which she had 
been compelled to make. To this George had an- 
swered, ** Madam, that which is good to take is 
good also to be retaken."* He Also cUscovered, that 
it was the intention of England and Austria to force 
France to make peace without stipulating for luiy 
guarantee of Silesia^ The court of Saxony had 
also been induced to join these confederates ; and the 
consequence was an alliance, of which one of the 
secret articles was, the guarantee to Maria Theresa 
of all the territories to which she was entitled by 
various former treaties, including of course the 
province of Silesia. 

The King of Prussia determined to make this 
clause of the treaty the ground of war ; Init before 
he proceeded to hostilities it became necessary to 
strengthen his communications with France. With 
this view he sent the Count de Rottenbourg to tiie 
court of Versailles. Tlurough him Frederic de- 
manded that the French army on the Rhine should 
pass that river, and endeavour to regain possesmon 
of Bavaria ; while in Italy the French and Spauniaids 
should attack the Austrian and Sardinian dominions, 
and their fleets contend with those of England* 
Meanwhile he himself promised to invade Bohemia^ 
and to occufnr the Austrians as much as possible In 
that part of their- territories. 

These preliminaries agreed upon, no further nego- 
tiations were necessary, except with Rnssia--always 
the most dangerous neighbour to the house of Bran- 
denburgh. The present neutrality of that power was 
acquirml by the marriage of the Princess of AnhaJl 

* ** Mftdsme, m qoi est bon A pivndre est bon A rendre" 
r Histuire da moa TeoijM. 
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SBeriwt, allerwwd the too o^brated Empress Cathe* 
rine, with the Grand-duke Peter of Russia, the 
nephew of the Empress Elizabeth, and her heir. 
The father of the young princess was a field-mar- 
shal in the service of Prussia, in which country she 
herself had been brought up. Her mother' was a 
princess of Holstein, and sister of the Prince Adoi« 
phus Frederic of Holstein Eutin, who was to be the 
successor to the throne of Sweden. In order to 
make the alliance of fomily friendship as strict as 
possible, Frederic, about the same time, married his 
sister Ulrica to the future King of Sweden. She 
thus became aunt to the new grand-duchess; and 
Frederic flattered himself that this double union 
would ensure the friendship and co-operation of 
Russia.* But the ties of consanguini^ in soye- 
reigns are never strong enough to weigh m the scale 
against political interests or prejudices. 

Thus prepared for war, the King of Prussia ngned 
his treaty with France on the 6th of April ; aid on 
the S7th of May a more extended alliance was 
formed at Frankfort between the King of Francey 
the emperor, the King of Prussia, the Elector Pala* 
tine, and the King of Sweden, in his quality of 
Landgrave of Hesscf 

On the other hand, the Kmg .of England, the 
Queen of Hungary, and the King of Sudinia, to 
whom were afterward added Holland and Saxony, 
had Mgned the treaty at Worms, which has since 
borne the name of tlie tri]de alliance.^ This union 
whs ostensibly directed against the emperor ; but, in 
reality, was much more so against the King of 
Prussia. 

The Kings of Prussia and France prepared to exe- 
cute the stipulations they had entered into, by putting 
themselves at the head of their respective armies. 
The former published, previously, a sort of deelara* 

* HUloira demon T«n|». f Tie de Fredetie It 

t GriMW^ TiriilMa de la Vie ft dm BflgM de FMnie k Onnir 
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tion, in wliich he a&eged as his reason for gmng to 
war, the necessity to appease the troubles of the 
empire, to re-establish order and tranquillity in it, 
and to restore its laws to their full force. He re* 

Eroached the Queen of Hungary with the cruelties 
er troops had committed ih the hereditary do- 
minions of the emperor, and with her whole con- 
duct to that uniprtunate prince ; accused her of the 
design of destroying the Germanic liberties ; and of 
continuing the plan, pursued by the house of Austria 
for above a century, for reducing the princes of 
the empire to a state of slavery. In support of these 
assertions, he referred to the conduct of the court 
of Vienna for the last two years. After detailing 
other griefs of a less important nature, he concluded 
by stating, that he asked for nothing for himself; 
and that he only had Recourse to arms for the piur- 
pose of restoring to the empire of Germany its lib- 
erty, to the emperor his dignity, and to Europe re- 
pose.* This manifesto was communicated to the 
foreign ministers resident at Berlin on the lOth of 
August ; and on the 13th the king, accompanied by 
his brothers, the hereditary prince and Prince Henry, 
left his capital to join his troops ; ** while the court 
of Dresden murmured; that of Warsaw was fu- 
rious ; that of London saw it had been overreached ; 
and that of Vienna began to be frightened.'^t 

The Prussian army, consisting of 70,000 men, was 
divided into three columns. The first, conducted by 
the king himself, marched through Saxony; thie 
second, under the orders of Prince Leopold of An- 
halt Dessau, took its course through Lusatia; while 
the third, commanded by Marshal Schwerin, passed 
through Silesia. They thus all entered Bohemia by 
different ways, but reunited on the 4th of September 
before the gates of the city of Prague. J Frederic 
determined to invest this important town, and in 

* Vte d« Frednrie O. t Histoiie de imd Traini. 

t OriawMPd, Tabtottt do toVIe tt4n BOntdo ftedfit U QnaL 
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consequence the trenches were openeo on the l<^h 
of September. On the 12th the Margrare Wilfiani 
of Brandenburgh was killed in the trenches by a 
cannon ball.* On the 16th the Baron de Harsch, 
the governor, surrendered the place, and with it a 
garrison consisting of 18,000 men.t 

The King of Prussia placed a sufficient garrison 
in Prague, and obhged the inhabitants to take the 
oath of allegiance to the emperor.^ The conse- 
quence of this success was, that the Prussian troops 
spread themselves through Bohemia, and took pos- 
session of the towns of Tabor, Budweis, and Frauen- 
burg.^ But while these uninterrupted advanta^s in 
'Bohemia promised the most brilkant conclusion t6 
the campaign, circumstances, which could not have 
been foreseen, had arisen in other quarters, which* 
before long, entirely changed the face of affairs. 

Lewis the Fifteenth was preparing, as has been 
before stated, to imitate his- brother of Prussia, and 
put himself at the head of his army on the Rhme. 
His mistress, the Duchess de Chateauroux, encou- 
raged this martial ardour in the breast of her royal 
lover; and his natural indolence was overcome, 
partly by her encouragements, and partly by an un- 
defined sort of jealousy of the exploits of Frederic. 
The King of France had already been present at the 
taking of several towns in the Low Countries, when 
he heard of the successes of the Austrian army under 
the command of Prince Charies of Lorraine ; which 
had passed the Rhine, and spread terror through 
Alsace and Lorraine. He immediately proceeded 
with a reinforcement of 40,000 men to Metz, where 

* Mailer, Tableta des Gucitm de Frederic le Grand. 

t M^nolns de Frederle Baron deTrenck. 

X This circumstance would lead us to believe in the existence of tba 
secret article in the treaty of Franklbrt, in fkvour of the claims of the 
•mpcror to Bohemia, which were to be made good on eondition of the 
ee^on of certain portions of that country to Prussia; though it was 
always denied by the contnctinf parties. 
* ^Visdolkatekn 
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bis army was to assemble, and from whence he in- 
tended to march against the Austrians. But on the 
^th of August a malignant putrid fever seized upon 
htm, which reduced him to the brink of the' grave. 
His unprophetic subjects, and more particularly the 
Parisians, ** showed the deepest ^rief at the malady 
of their sovereign; prtiyers were offered up for his 
recovery in all the churches ; but the orison could 
hardly be recited by thfe priest, Or repealed by the 
congregation, for the sobs which burst forth from all 
present."* The business of life, trade, commerce, 
and the hours of rest and refreshment, were alike 
forgotten in the anxiety of all classes for the life of 
a man who vras destined, for a long series of years, 
to be the scourge and the ourse of them and of theit 
children* 

The life of Lewis was spared, unhappily for him* 
self, as well as for his infatuated people : but in the 
meanwhile the objects of the campaign had been 
neglected. The Marshals de Noailles and de Coigni, 
upon whom devolved the conduct of the French 
armv, allowed the Prince of Lorraine and the Mar- 
shal Brown, who commanded under him, to reerOss 
the Rhine without loss, and to pursue their course 
against Frederic, at the head of 50,000 men. In Vain 
did Marshal Schmettau, who h^d-been sent i6 Lewis 
by Frederic, endeavour, to incite the French generals 
to activity : their supineness or their caution was 
not to be. overcome ; . and the Austrians pursued theit 
way to .Bohemia unmolested, and with great ce- 
lerity. On their arrival in that comitry they were 
joined by a large body of .Saxons ; not could the 
King of Prussia prevent their junction with the body 
of Austrian troops which, under the command of 
Bathyani, had retreated before his victorious army 
upon his first arrival before Prague.f 

The Prussian army had already been mnch in* 

* Voltaire, Steele de Loals XV t HtetolTe de nmi Temps. 
Vol. L— T 
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eommoded by the large bodies of Croatians, pam 
dours, and other light troops^ who were scattered 
/Over the country; and who lost no opportunity of 
cutting off parties of stragglers, seizing upon con-* 
voys and magazines, and harassing ttieir enemies by 
every means' in their power. But when to these in- 
conveniences were aaded the approach of the Prince 
of Lorraine, whose intention was to cut off the com- 
munication of the Prussian army with Prague, by 
passing the Muldau behind them, and *a great scarcity 
of provisions in the Prussian camp, Frederic found 
that he had no course left him but that of retreat, 
which was in itself a measure of difficult accom- 
l^hment. Considerable loss was sustained, as the 
army retraced its steps through Bohemia: and the 
enemy, superior to them at ail points, pressed so 
closely upon their rear, that they were obliged to 
abandon the garrisons of Tabor, Budweis, and Fran- 
enburg. More than 3000 Prussian troops were 
taken prisoners in these towns. 

The only advantage obtained by the Prussians 
during their unfortunate retreat was at Beneschau, 
an important post, which it was necessary to take 
from the Austrian detachment who guarded it, be> 
fore tkey were s\ipportedby the arrival of the Prince 
of Lorraine*s army. Marshal Schwerin, at the head 
of IdyOOO men, seized upon the camp of Beneschau, 
and obtained possession of the large magazines 
which had been collected there b]^ the Austrians.* 

This success inspired a wish in Frederic to at- 
tack the Prince of Lorraine; which he thought, 
having the advantage of the almost inexpugn^le 
camp of Beneschau to fall back upon, might be done 
without great hazard. Accordingly, on the 24th of 
October, he marched forward to offer battle to the 
enemies, but found them so advantageously posted, 
that he was obliged to abandon the intention, and to 

* MOUat, Tableaa d«« Goerrai de Fiederi* to Gnund. 
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fall back upon his camp ; from which he was soon 
driven by the want of provisions, and oblig^ed to con- 
tinue his retreat. 

Upon one occasion, during^ the retreat from 
Prague, the King of Prussia appears himself to have 
run a great risk of being taken prisoner. Trenck, 
in his Memoirs, thus relates the circumstance :-«• 
** One day the king entered the town of Collin, with 
his horse and foot guards, the pickets of cavalry, 
all his staff, the secoiiS and third battalions of guards, 
and the whole of the baggage. We had only four 
small field-pieces with us. The squadron to whidi 
I belonged was placed in the suburb. In the even- 
ing our advanced posts were driven ba.ck into the 
town, and the hussars of the enemy followed them 
in pell-mell. All the country round was covered 
with the light troops of the Austrians ; and my com- 
mandant sent me to the king to take his orders. 
After having long searched for him J at length found 
him at the top of the tower of the church with a 
telescope in his hand. Never had I seen in him so 
much uncertainty and annety as at this moment. 
The order he gave me was, * You must get out of 
this scrape as well as you can.' I had hardly got 
back to my post, when his adjutant-general followed 
me wi^ the new order, ' To cross the town, and to 
remain on horseback in the opposite suburb/ We 
were but just arrived there when it began to rain 
heavily, and the night became exceeSngly dark. 
About nine o'clock at night, Trenck* approached us 
with his light troops and his Turkish music, and set 
fire to the houses, close to which we were posted. 
He soon discovered us, and began firing at us from 
the windows. The embarrassment now became 
universal. The town was so full, that it was im 
possible for us to find place in it; besides the gate 
was barricaded, and they were firing from the top 

* The cousin of die author here qvoted, who eonunanded the pandoura 
Id th^ Anatrian aenriea. 
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of it with tMit little field^pteces* Treick, Bieanwiiile, 
had diverted the course oC aMvulet; and by mid- 
night we found our horses in water up to thejr bei* 
lies. We were really incapable, of defending our- 
selves, and we were losing men and horses every 
minute. It is certain, if my cousin had not been 
oUiged to desist from his attack, as he has since 
told me he was, we should have been a.1, the king 
inchided, taken prisoners : but a cannon ball crushed 
his foot ; he was obliged to be carried away, and the 
enemy's &re ceased.. The next day Ihe Prince o^ 
Nassau came to our assistance. We le|t Collin ; 
and, as we were marchings the king. said to me^ 
' Your terrible cousin might have given us a severe^ 
blow last nig^t; but a deserter 'says he has been 
killed.' "• 

The difficulties of the Prussian army augmented 
daily. The want of proper food produced imiversal 
sickness ; the weather became bad as the sea/son ad 
vanced; and the Austrian light troops were every 
day more ^iterprising. The losses of the Prussiansb 
[h>m these various causes, were considerable; and 
they considered themselves fortunate» when, at 
length, the conimencement of December found the 
different ^visions of ivhich the army was composed 
on the Silesian side of the frontierff The manner 
in which Frederic united and kept together the scat- 
tered detachments of his amiy, during all these re- 
trograde movements, and conducted them thfoi^h 
, their difficult retteat in the presence of a superior 
force, has been universally considered as a most 
remarkable proof of nuiitary skiJl and talent. 

The only portion of the Prussian forces which 
still remained in jeopardy was the gatri$on of 
Prague, consisting of 11,000 men, and cojimwiided 
by General Einsiedel. lliil^ body of troops mWtehe<f 
out of Prague on the 36th of Ndvembei-^ldaTifiglw* 

* MAoaalrM d«. Fkvdirle Batttt dB IVMMh ' 
T Hlstoire de man Temps. 



bind its heavy artiUeiy^* Einsiedel had taken his 
> peeaations ill; for while his troops were still march- 
ing put at one gate of the town, the Austrian pan- 
dours were entering it at another. The consequence 
was, that the rear-guard of the garrison was much har<r 
assed during its retreat ; while abody of Saxon troops* 
under the orders of the Chevalier de Saxe, attempted 
to stop its advance. To these disadvantages were 
added the intense cold of the season and the almost 
impassable state of the roads. In this emergency £in* 
siedel appears to have completel}^ lost his presence 
of mind ; and the trQops under his -command would 
have been the victims of this unfortunate circum- 
stance, had it not been for the dexterity of General 
Rottenbourg, who was with him; That officer took 
thecommawiof the troops ; and deceiving the Saxons 
as: to his intentions, and availing himself of the di- 
version' created by the approach from Silesia of the 
corps commanded by the Count de Nassau, which 
bad been sent to his assistance, he contrived to pass 
through Lusatia, and so gained the frontiers of Sile- 
sia, j' But the garrison, which left Prague 11,000 
strong, was reduced during its retreat to 6,0004 

During the course of the retreat of the Prussian 
troops, different skirmishes took place between de- 
tachments of the hostile armies with various suc- 
cess : but the only one that deserves mention, on ac- 
count of the singular gallantry of a small body of 
Prussian troops and oi their commander, occurred 
near Solnitz on the Elbe. Through the neglect of 
the King of Prussia's patroles, the Prince of Lor- 
raine ha^ been allowed to throw a bridge across the 
river, and was prepiaring to pass it; but Cornel 
WedeU a Prussian officer commanding a battalion* 
discovering his intention, determined to resist it. 
Thrice did his small body repulse the Austrian gren* 

* GrinMNird, Tableau de Is Vie et dtt Regne de I^deric le Gnmd. 

^ Bietoire de moo Tempe. 

t OrteMBd, Tableau dels Vie et dnlii^ 4a FMdoiete OnB4 
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adiers, thoug^h they were supported by the fire of 
fifty piece? of cannon; and thus he continued, 
singly and unaided, for five hours to resist the pas- 
sage of the prince and his army. But the messen- 
gers whom he had sent to the main body of the army 
to ask for assistance having been killed by the way, 
he was at length obliged to retreat, which he did in 
good' order and without loss.* ^This gallant ac- 
tion,** observes Frederic, " gained for Wedel the sur- 
name of Leonidas. The Prince of Lorraine, aston- 
ished that a single Prussian battalion should have 
disputed with him the passage of the Elbe for fk^^ 
hours, said to his ofiicers, * The Queen of Hungary 
would be indeed fortunate if she had ofiicers in her 
army like this hero !' "f 

Thus ended this campaign, one of the most dis- 
astrous which ever befell the King of Prussia. In the 
recapitulation of it which he has himself left,' h^ 
says that no general committed more faults during 
the course of it than he did himself. But the ifl- 
ness of the King of France, over which he had no 
control, was the event upon which the issue of the 
war readly turned. The general opposed to the king. 
Marshal Traun, who in fact commanded the army of 
the Prince of Lorraine, was also, it must be con- 
fessed, a man of talent, and took advantage of what- 
ever favourable circumstances presented themselves. 
" The conduct of Marshal Traun, in this campaign," 
remarks his opponent, " was a model of perfection, 
which every military man who is fond of his pro- 
fession ought to study, in order to imitate it, if he 
has sufficient talents. The king himself aUowed, 
that this campaign was his school in the art of war, 
and thatM. de Traun was his preceptor. "{ Against 
such a commander, the retreat of Frederic through 
Bohemia, which, as has been already stated, is al- 
lowed on all hands to have been conducted with 

* HMoiiv d0 non TamiM. \JbUL JML 
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great ability, becomes considerably more admirable 
tiian it woi&d otherwise have been. 

The reverses of the King of Prussia's arms by no 
Bieans subdued his spirit. He left his army en* 
camped in winter quarters in Silesia, under the com- 
mand of the Prince Leopold of Anhalt Dessau, and 
proceeded to Berlin on the 13th of December; in 
order to make, with the greatest possible activity, 
his preparations for the ensuing campaign, and to 
oontiBue his negotiations with the different powers 
who were friendly to his interests. 

In Italy, the successes of the Prince de Conti, 
who commanded the French army destined to create 
a diversion in that country, were, during this cam- 
paign, more bnlliant than solid. He passed the Col 
de Tende ; took by assault Fort Dauphin ; pene- 
trated into Piedmont; and defeated the King of 
Sardinia, who had endeavoured to prevent his be- 
sieging the town of Coni. These advantages were, 
however, rendered nu^tory by the want of pro- 
visions, whiclv obliged him to retire into Savoy, and 
thus to give up all Uie ground he had gained.* In the 
other parts of Italy no event of importance took 
place ; and by sea, an indecisive action between the 
English fleet and the combined ones of France and 
Spain was the only result of great preparations on 
both sid^s. 

Hardly had the King of Prussia quitted his army, 
when the Queen of Hungary, in the breast of whom 
and of whose advisers the success of the late cam- 
p^n had revived the hopes of regaining Silesia, 
ordered her army to advance into that province.f On 
the 18th of December, the Prince of Lorraine en- 
tered Upper Silesia and the county of Glatz ; while 
the Prussian corps of troops stationed in that part 
of the province retreated in good order towards 
Breslau. But Frederic returned immediately to his 

* lUnMtt de mon TemM. 
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post; and took meaeures, with ihe old Prince of 
Anhalt Dessau, for, the resistance of the invaders, 
whose occupation of Silesia was not of long dura- 
tion. On the 7th of January, 1745, the Prince of 
Anhalt, having collected together a considerable 
body of troops near Neisse, marched against Mar- 
shal Traun, aAd obliged him to abandon his position 
at Neustadt, and to retire iilto Moravia. During this 
retreat the Austrian army^ bivouacked upon the snow 
for five nights; many perished by the cold^; andcon- 
siderable numbers deserted.* The Prussians also 
attacked their rear guard, and took some prisoners. 
At the same time the Count de Nassau cleared the 
country near Ratibor, and on the other side of the 
Oder, of. the Hungarians who infested it. ' Three 
thousand of the troops of that nation were surprised 
at Ratibor, and were either taken prisoners, killed by 
the Pmssians, or drowned in their attempts to pass 
the river. In the county of Glatz, the General Leh- 
wald attacked the Austrians near Habelschwerd» and* 
after a severe enga|^ement, completely routed them. 
These disasters entirety took away the fancy of the 
Austrians for invasion ; and their army at length en- 
tered into winter quarters.f 

* nnoln 4e OMD Tnips. t 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Tbe MsniMl de^ Belleiale talEMB Prifloner^peath of the. Emperop*? 
Camimigii at 1745— PranUtn 8iiceo9M»TT.Adva]ic6 of the Prince of 
LMriine— Battle of Hohea-Friedberg, and its Reaalta-rRetreatof the 
Prince of Lorrai]ie>-The PrHaskuw enter Bohemia— Francis, Grand* 
dnke fjf TUeeapy, elected Etoperor— Fr^eric's Offtin of Peoee re- 
faaed— Nesotiations with George tlie Second— ^Operationa in Bohe* 
mia— Battle of Soor— The Austrians retire— Proce«dingB in Italy and 
FlaiidenH- Coneliwioo of the Campaigii. 

The ne^t remarkajble event of the year 1745 was 
the misfoFtiine Which befell the Mar&'al de Belle* 
isle, who wsts talwn prisoner by the Hanoverian 
dragoons, as he was on his way from Paris to Ber- 
lin, charged with a diplomatic mission to the King 
of Prussia. Belleidle was sent prisoner to £ng« 
lltQ4 where he was Confined at Windsor Castle for 
spme. months ; and was : only exchanged after the 
battle of Fontenoy. The court of Versailles eom* 
plained Of this affront as a violatidh of the laws of 
nations ; that of St. James's defended it: while the 
King of England was delighted to vex ajbd mortify 
a man whom he considered as the author of the war 
in Gvermany, and who, upon various occasions, had 
shown himsdf hostile to the Hanoverian interests.* 

On the 18th of January of this year died the un« 
happy Emperor of Germany, Charles the Seventh. 
** This was the only event wanting,** observes Frede* 
ric, '^to oomfdete the confusion and embroilment 
which already existed in the political relations of the 
European powers." In addition to the o^er subjects 
of dispute already in agitation, the succession to the 
imperud crown became a new apple of discord. The 
French government was anxious to give this dignity 

* Hltlofare da mon Tboi]!*. 
1.— !J 
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to Augustus the Third, King of Poland, and Elector 
of Saxony ; but that prince, who received pay from 
the British government, and was in alliance with the 
Queen of Hungary, refused it; fearful of losing the 
subsidies of England, and the friendship of the court 
of Vienna. It soon. became evident that the impe- 
rial dignity must return again into the hands of the 
house of Austria ; and it only depended upon the 
success of the war* whether they should sdso add 
fresh provinces to their hereditary dominions.* 

The King of Prussia meanwhile found himself 
placed in a position 6f considerable danger. " Ne- 
gotiation served but to show him the abysses by 
which he was surrounded ; war offered him great 
risks ; and his finances only presented to him the 
spectacle of a total exhaustion of his resources.'*t 
The death of the emperor had rendered the court of 
Versailles 4ess anxious to carry on the war in Ger« 
many, and to assist her allies in that quarter ; while 
the young Elector of Bavaria had been obliged to 
make peace with the Queen of Hungary.^ l^ fs^ct, 
the decease of Charles had put an end to the union 
of Frankfort; while, on the other hand, the Aus- 
trians had concluded a fresh alliance at Warsaw, 
with Saxony, England, and Holland. To this Russia 
afterward acceded ; but was prevented from taking an 
active part in the war, by the bribery practised upon 
her principal ministers by the Prussian government. 
A separate treaty had been previously concluded be* 
tween Saxony and Austria ; by a secret article of 
which, the different districts of Silesia were divided 
between the contracting pairties. Alarmed at these 
proceedings, of which he was privately informed by 
the Count de St. Severin, the French minister at 
Dresden, Frederic endeavoured to excite his French 
allies to greater activity. In this, however, he was 
unsuccessful; which obliged him to turn his thougfatSi 

Voltaire, Sidele de hoaia XV. f Hisloixtt de mon Temps, t IML 
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first toaTeconcIliation with Austria, and afterward 
with England; but he found the ministers of both 
these countries deaf to his entreaties/ The Queen 
of Hungary thought the moment was come to rc- 

?un Silesia; and it did not suit the politics of the 
elhams, who had just turned out Lord Carteret to 
make way for themselves, to conclude the war.* 

The ill success of these various negotiations 
convinced the King of Prussia, as he himself ex- 
presses it, " that the Grand-duke of Tuscany was 
destined to be the new emperor; that the allies 
would do nothing of advantage in Bavaria ; that the 
French would o^y be anxioua about their projected 
campaign in Flanders; and that, therefore, their 
allies would do well to provide for themselves/'f 
Thrown in this way on his own enfeebled resources, 
Frederic, as usual, rose superior to the difficulties 
which surrounded him. The celebrated Lord Ches- 
terfield, then minister at the Hague, for England, and 
friendly to the Prussian monarch, had said to Po-. 
devils, the Prussian envoy, that the king his master 
could do nothing by negotiations, unless he, at the 
same time, resisted vigorously and in action, his ene- 
mies, who were planning his ruin. Frederic, in the 
present conjuncture, saw the wisdom of this advice, 
and laying aside his diplomacy, he devoted himself 
exclusively to the preparations necessary for the en- 
duing campaign.^ 

With .this view he reinforced his army by every 
means in his power ; formed great magazines for its 
support, in dififerent p^rts of Silesia; and raised, by 
loan, considerable sums for the necessary expenses 
of the war; "which sums," he observes, "were 
obliged to be borrowed, in order that the king might 
repair in 1745 the faults he had committed in 1744."^ 
After having thus provided m every way for proba- 

* Mtnier, Tableau des Guenrea de Frodeiic le Gnind. 
t Histolre demon Tempt. t Ifn^ $ ^^i^ 
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ble contiiigeiicics, he left Berlin on the 15th of March,^ 
and proceeded to put himself at the head of his army. 
He first established himself at Neisse, where his 
troops snfiered considerably by an infections disor- 
der, which he appears himself to have considered to 
be the plagae, though, from the fear of frightening 
the solaiers, it was only called a putrid fever. 

Previously to the arrival of the King of Prussia in 
Silesia, the war had recommenced between the light 
tiroops of the Austrian array, to w^om were united 
the msurgent inhabitants of the province (who had 
been exdted to acts of violence by the persuasions 
of the Aiistrians), and the Prussian detachments 
sent s^inst them. In these skirmishes the Prus- 
sians generally had the advantage; of which the 
most considerable was one obtained near Oppeln, 
by the Colonel Winterfeld and Colonel Goltz, over 
a considerable bodj of Hungarian hussars, who were 
entirely routed, with great slaughter. 

Frederic, who was of opinion that the combined 
army of the Anstrians and Saxons, commanded by 
Prince Charles of Lorraine and the Duke of Saxe 
Weissenfels, and consisting of 92,000 men, would 
make its first descent from the mountains of Bohe- 
mia, among which it was posted, into Lower Silesia, 
determined to collect his army in that part of the 
province. He therefore marched his troops, amount- 
ng to SiO,000 men, into cantonments between Jae- 
gerndorf, Glatz, and Schweidnitz ; and wiiited for the 
Austrians, whom he expected to penetrate into Si- 
lesia by Landshut. In consequence of this change of 
place, it became necessary to transport the maga- 
zines, which was happily effected, in spite of various 
attacks from the Austrian light troops. 

The departure of the King of Prussia and his 
mny from Upper Silesia was the signal for fresh 
irruptions of the enemies. A detachment of them, 
mder the command of the Baron de Bucco, even ob- 
tained possession by treachery of the fortress of 
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' CoseL At the same time the.-Creneral WalKs entered 
the county of Glatz. Froia this moment, however, 
the good fortune of the Prussians seemed to regain 
its wonted ascendant. Their &:st advantage was 
due to the same Colonel Winterfeld who has already 
been mentioned as having defeated a body of Hui|- 
garian hussars. This officer was sent to Landshut, 
to observe the movements of the Austrian army. 
Here he attacked a detachment, consisting of eight 
hundred Hungarians^ defeated them, and made three 
hundred prisoners* The next day, Nadasti^ the Hun- 
garian geneiiai, to revenge the reverse sustained by 
Bis ec^untiymeq, marched at the head of 7000 men 
.to Landshut, to attack Winterfeld, who had under 
his command only 2400. After a combat of fonr 
hours the Hungarian iqfantry was defeated; and at 
the moment that Nada^ti was preparing to retreat, 
the event wae- rendered complete by tbe arrival of 
the Prussian general Still, at the head of ten squad- 
.rons of cavalry. The Hungarians were pursued to 
the very frontier of Bohemia, with great loss. 
Some of the prisoners related mat the intention of 
Nadasti wasi in c^se of success, to post himself at 
Landshut, whither he was to have been followed by 
the Prince of Lorraine with the rest of the army. * 
The benefit conferred nppn the Prussian cause by 
this victory of Winterfeld's was thua even greater 
than it would at first sight appear to have been, from 
the small number o.f combatants engaged* 

Nor were the PruBsian arms less successful in 
Upper Silesia, where the Margrave Charles of 
Schwedtf had .been left with twelve thousand men, 
to keeji in dieck th^ parties of Austrian light troops 
which Infested that part of the country* &pecting, 
as her did dail]^, to be attacked by the entire Austrian 
army, Frederic thought it neoessary to reunite the 

# 
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troops of the margrare with those under his own 
immediate command. But the hussars and pandoors 
had so completely taken possession of the different 
passes and roads, that it was with infinite difficulty 
that the king's order was conveyed to the margrave. 
The messengers who bore it were some Prussian 
hussars, who cut their way with their swords 
through the Hungarian ravaging' parties. In the 
mean while 23,000 troops of various kinds had posted 
themselves on the heists between J»gemdorf and 
Neustadt, for thepurpose of opposing the march of 
the margrave, liiat prince however, undismayed 
either by the number of his enemies, or by the 
strength of their positions, attacked them vigorously, 
cut in pieces the regiments of Ogilvy and Bsterhazy, 
and put the rest to Sight. The loss of the Austrians 
amounted to eight hundred. In this action, which 
took place on the 39d of May, 1745, and which cov^ 
ered with gfory the margrave and his troops, the 
Prussian cavalry, who had been created as an effect- 
ive body by Frederic, particularly distinguished them^ 
selves under the command of (General Schwerin.* 

These advantages on the side of the Prussians 
were but the preludes of the more considerable 
ones which were about to be obtained by them The 
Prince of Lorraine at length entered Silesia, and ad- 
vanced as far as Bolkenhain.t The King of I^ssia, 
on the Ist of .Tune, marched from Schweidnitz, where 
he was encamped, to meet him. He sent forward 
the Oeneral Du Moulin, with his vanguard towards 
Strigau, a manoeuvre which determiMd the Prince 
of Lorraine to descend from his position among the 
mountains into the plain. His intention was to cut 
off Dn Moulin and his detachment before the King 
of Prussia could come to his assistance ; and then 
to advance towards Breslan. 



* Hialoire de mofi Traipa. 
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In pnrsnance of these designs the prince encamped 
on the night of the 3d of June, near Guntersdorf, 
ratending' to execute his design the next morning.* 
But at eight o'clock of the same evening, the King 
of Prussia, who was well informed of the motions 
of his enemies, began his march, and arriving at 
Strigau at one o'clock on the morning of the 4th, 
immediately placed his troops in order of battle, 
regulating the arrangement of them according to the 
disposition and number of fires he observed in the 
Austrian camp. He again sent forward the Gener^ 
Du Moulin at the head of a detachment, and 'directed 
him to place himself in ambuscade at the foot of the 
hill of Spitzberg, the top of which had already been 
taken possession of by the Saxon part of the Aus- 
trian army, under the command of the Duke of 
Saxe Weissenfels. At daybreak Du Moulin came 
forth from his place of concealment, and attacked the 
duke, whose troops were driven from their post. I)u 
Moulin, upon this, established his batteries on the 
Spitzberg, and commenced the battle by a heavy fire 
of artillery. 

Meanwhile the King of Prussia passed a rivulet 
which divided him from the Austriaiis, ranged his 
troops with rapidity, and in such a manner as to 
make Du Moulin and his detachment occupy the 
place of the right wing. The rapidity of the Prus* 
sian movements disconcerted the Austrians, who, 
having been deceived by false intelligence of their 
spies, were completely taken by surprise. So much 
was this the case, that the Prince of Lorraine, hear- 
ing the cannonading between the Saxons and Prus- 
sians, imagined it was the former attacking Strigau, 
and in consequence remained entirely inactive, till he 
was roused from his state of ignorance by the flying 
troops. The Austrians were besides impeded in 
forming their line of battle by the nature of the 

' * M^mofrei de Fredarte Btmn d« Tvenek. 
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ground; a marsh preventiiig them from Joining and 
assisting the Saxons. These latter had rallied after 
their first confusion, but were obliged, by Du Moulin 
to fly a second time. 

The Prussian cavalry, which was stationed on the 
left wing, attacked that of the Austrians, and after 
six consecutive charges, obliged it to give way, and 
to retire to Hohen-Friedberg. At the same time the 
infantry of the left wing, commanded by the Prince 
pf Prussia, repnilsed that of the enemy. These suc- 
cesses, and the continual advance of the Prussian 
right wing, whicJi had turned the flank of the Aus- 
trians, drove the two wings of the allied army against 
their centre, which was thus thrown into disorder. 
The confusion and flight now became general ; and 
the dragoons of Bareith profited by it to make a 
desperate charge into the middle of the fugitives, 
froca whom they took two thousand five hundred 
:prisoners,. sixty-seven standards, and several can- 
nons* Thj^ victoijoiEs army continued their pursuit 
to the foot of t\jta mountains, where they encamped. 
The loss of the Prussians in the battle of Hohen- 
Friedl^g amounted to two tl^ousand killed and 
wpunded ; that of the Austrians tp nine thousand 
Jcilled and wounded,. and an equal number taken pris- 
oners; besides eighty4hree standards of diflerent 
kinds, and aeventyptwo qamions.* 
, U'W4|8 at-Hohen-Friedberg that the young Prince 
Henry of Pru3sia, the secoiKl brother of Frederic, 
.who afterward so eminently distinguished himself in 
imlitary commands, first appeared in a field of battle. 
On the po-eseni occasion he acted as aid-de*camp- 
general to his royal brother. The Prince of Prussia 
also distinguished himself upo^ this memorable day ; 
m^r^hjing at the b^ad of his brigade into the thickest 
of ihe fire. The Marquis de Valorii the French en- 
^oy, who wa^ near the king, expressed io Kim his 

* MQIlM^ IM^ildM GiMvrM d« Fredevle to Orand. 
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Bstgnisbmeiit at the Bxposed {MOMtion which the 
prince had chosen. '* Ah," replied Frederic, '' one 
cannot be better placed than with such comrades as 
those he has with him $ but it is also necessary that 
they should see one is worthy of them."* The King 
of France had sent M. de la Tour, an officer, of 
merits to the King of Prussia, to acquaint him with 
ihe victory of Fontenoy, gained on the 11th of May, 
174&, by the French troops over those of £ngland, 
Hanover, and Austria. La Tour arrived at the Prus- 
sian camp exactly in time to witness the battle 
which has just b^en related. The king said to La 
Tour, before the battle, *' So, y^ou are come to see 
who will retain possession of Silesia."*-'^ No, sire," 
answered the Frenchman, *' I only wish to be a wit 
jiess of the manner in which your majesty punishes 
your enemies, and defends your territories."! Frede- 
ric sent La Tour back with a letter to Louis, in which 
he said, "^ I have acquitted at Friedberg the letter of 
exchange you drew upon me at Fontenoy."t 

The correspondence of the two monarchs does 
not, however, appear to have been always carried 
on in so friendly a tone, as in the letter just cited. 
Lewis and his ministers seemed to imagine, that 
successes in Flanders were aU that the King of 
Prussia could expect from them.^ In consequence, 
immediately after the victory of Fontenoy, a detach- 
ment of 9(^000 men was taken from the French army 
on the Rhine to rdnforee the one in the Low Coun- 
iries. Frederic seems t'o have thought that this was 
ilone in eonsequenpe of the perfidious suggestions 
»f the Saxon ministers^ who had dqped tl^ French 
.^nvoy at the court of Dresden ; and had persuaded 
him that It woidd. be gre^itly for the advantage of 
Ihe King^of France, by facilitating a peace with the 
Queen of Hungary, if the French army on the Rhine, 

* Vie de Frederic U. f Jhid. 
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commanded by the Prince of Conti, remained inac- 
tive ; and above all, if it did not in any way oppose 
the election of the Grand-duke of Tuscany to the 
imperial dipiity.* Whether these suppositions, as 
to the motives of the conduct of the French govern- 
ment were true or not, it is difficult to decide ; but 
it is certain that Frederic was of an entirely different 
opinion from the court of Versailles, ad to the ser- 
vices which, as allies, they were bound to render 
to him. 

Finding the ministers of Lewis deaf to his remon- 
strances, he at length addressed himself directly to 
that monarch. '* He expressed to him his dissatis- 
faction at the coldness of his ministers ; and ex- 
plained the disagreeable and embarrassing nature of 
the situation in which he had been placed in con- 
sequence of his friendship for his Christian majesty. 
He added, that he thought that monarch owed him 
some return, for having seconded him at a moment 
when the Austrians were beginning to make some 
progress in Alsatia. That with regard to the battle 
of^Fontenoy, and the taking of Tournay, they were, 
undoubtedly, events glorious to the king and advan- 
tageous to France ; but that, as far as regarded the 
interests of Prussia, a battle gained on the banks of 
the Scamander, or the taking of Pekin, would have 
caused about an equal diversion among the enemies. 
He also stated, that there were scarcely 6000 Aus- 
trians in the army "opposed to the French in Flan- 
ders ; and that in the danger in which he found him- 
self, it was impossible for him to content himself 
with fair words ; but that he was obliged to demand 
with earnestness something more real and solid. 
The comparison of the Scamander and Pekin dis- 
pleased the Christian king : his ill-humour was evi« 
dent in the letter of answer which he returned to the 
Ki|ig of Prussia : and the latter, in his turn, became 

"* HiatoiTB de laon Teoioa. 
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angry at the tone of haughtiness and coldness with 
which that answer was characterized."* This 
foolish dispute between the two monarchs, which is 
relatedjn the manner above quoted by Frederic him- 
self, appears to have laid the foundation for the dis- 
like which they afterward showed for one another, 
whenever an opportunity offered. Frederic, ac- 
cording to his own confession, was the original ag- 
gressor; and most unwisely so, considering how 
powerful an ally he thus indisposed towards himself. 

The immediate result of the victory of Hohen- 
Friedberg was the retreat of Prince Charles of Lor- 
raine into Boheiikia ; a retreat which, however, he 
did not accomplish without being hotly pursued by 
a portion of the Prussian army under the command 
of General Du Moulin.t As soon as they were in 
their own territories, the Austriaos began to collect 
reinforcements, in which they employed so much 
diligence, that they were, before the end of June, 
again ready to talce the field: they, however, re- 
mained quietly intrenched in the inexpugnable camp 
of Konigsgratz.J 

Early in July the King of Prussia entered Bohe- 
mia, and advanced to Chlum, where he pitched his 
camp. This movement of Frederic was contrary to 
the advice of some of his generals, who wished him 
to carry the war into Saxony, and thus take ven- 
geance upcm Augustus the Third for his hostility to 
Prussia.^ But Frederic, it would seem, judfged 
wisely in the course he pursued. Had he turned his 
victorious arms against Saxony, he must have left 
Silesia, which had just been saved by the battle of 
Hohen-Friedberg, to the mercy of the Austrians. 
He had, besides, another object in view, namely, thai 
of so entirely consuming all the means of subsistence 
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akmg the frontiers of Bobemia* as tp xender <it im- 
possible for the Austiians to winter in. that part of 
the country.* 

Meanwhile he ^iespatched the Count of Nassau 
with a considerable detachment into Upper Silesia, 
which was almost entirely in the posseseioii of the 
Austrian light troops* Nassau acqiUtted hiinsdtf; 
as usual, like an able^eneraL He obtained posaes- 
sion of Cosel by storm; and took prisoiiers in it 3000 
Oroatians ; and drove th^ Hungariaiis before him 
into Moravia. 

On the l^h of September Franks G3rand-duke 
of Tuscany, and husband of Maria Theresa, was 
elected EmperOr of Germany at the diet held at 
Frankfort. This election was .effected by the in- 
trigues of the house of Austria* and the influence of 
George the Second of England* whose power of sub- 
sidiang gave fami a. (^mplete: control over the 
elec^oi^ college. The Kmg of Prussia and the 
elector palati^e protested against the eleetiooi, but 
without effect* Frahcis was a man of confined in- 
tellects' and sordid habits; but wht> had at least the 
^ood sense to submit, without effort, to the siiperior 
mind of his wife. Maria Theresa governed the em- 
pire as she had governed her hereditary kingdoms, 
leaving to her luuband to representation ^ni pa- 
geantry belongi^ to the situation-t ' ' 

Dudttg. the. residence of Marki' Theresa at FmdL- 
fort for the coh)nationx)f her husband, Frederie in- 
sinuated some propbations of peace to her minis- 
te#s; but they were reiiseived and refused .with 
haughtiness; ^ The head of the new empress was 
turned bjr the restoration, through her means, of the 
imiperial digrnity tohe^ family. Thus, entirely ocda- 
pied with smihng dreams of fiiture giiraitness, Bhe 
thought it would be derogatory to her grandeur, if 
riie were to enter into a negotiation^ upon a footing 
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of equality, with a prince whom she considered oniy 
as a rebel.*^ If, mdeed, as wonW appear, the va- 
pours of Austrian pride thus acted upon the mind 
of Maria Theresa, she deserved to pay the price 
which she subsequently did for h^vihg indidgedini 
them. 

His offers being thus repulsed, Frederic ende^ 
voured to detach some of the members of th0 coali- 
tion which had been formed againlst him ; an Object 
which was become the more necessary fohiits iw 
consequence of the very imperfect distance be had 
received, or was likely to receive j frojn. life*Fr€«ich 
allies. With this view he entered Into negotlaftioiis 
with George the Second ; while, at the same time^ 
knowing that fear was the only hold he could obtain 
over the court of Dresden, he menaced SftxOny with 
an irruption, by placing a considerable' body of 
froops, under the command of the I^ne^ of -Anhralt, 
in the neighbourhood of Halle. The eJRfrct of tMs 
latter proceeding was, the withdrawal of -the gr^ateif 
part of the Saxon troops, commanded b)f the Duke 
of Saxe-Weissenfels, from the Anstrian army. With 
reffard to George the Second, Frederic 'succeeded in 
inducing him to sign a conventivn at Hanover, the 
basis of which was the peace of Breslaii ; the zttU 
cles of which latter both the contractiiig sovereigns 
bound themselves to endeavour to obtain the accept^ 
ance of by the different belligerent pOwers.f 

While these dii)lomatie proceedings ^ere going 
on, Frederic remained with his army in Bohenriai 
sometimes threatening to attack the Prince of Lor- 
raine at KonigsgratZ]: but really principally intent 
upon procuring provisions for his army, m which he 
found considerable difficulty. For about two moBths 
the hostile forces continued thus in their respective 
positions ; and nothing occurred beyond skirmishes 
between the different foraging parties* At length 

. J . • . - • 
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''iie Anstruins made an attack upon the town of 
Neastadt, which they were near obtaining posses- 
Mon of; but the timely approach of a body of Prus- 
sians, under the command of Du Moulin and Winter- 
feld» obliged them to retreat. 

Soon after this event the King of Prussia was 
dbliged to abandon his camp at Chlupa, in conse- 
quence of the want of provisions, and to retire to 
Staudentz. The detachments he was compelled to 
make, in order to protect his convoys commg from 
Sflesia, had by this time reduced his army to 26,000 
men. The Austrian force, which had been lately 
augmented by the junction of 6000 Bavarian troops* 
amounted to 60,000 men.* 

A superiority so great determined the Prince of 
Lorraine to attack the king, whose intention he 
imagined was to escape from him. He therefore, 
on the 29th of September, quitted his camp, and ad- 
ranced towards Konigshof. The next mornlngf the 
prince found himself close to the jpight wincf of the 
Prussian army, wh|ch was still encamped. The 
Prussian camp was meanwhile surrounded with 
hordes of Austrian light troops; and, in addition to 
this inconvenience, Frederic was obliged to form his 
troops in order o( battle- under the fire of the ene- 
my's cannon.^ The action was commenced by the 
cavalry of the Prussian right wing, which charged 
the Austrian cavalry with such impetuosity as to 
throw them immediately into confusion. Nor were 
the Austrian infantry in the centre, though defended 
by artillery, more fortunate in their collision with 
the Prussians. After three consecutive attacks, the 
latter succeeded in driving the former from the 
height they occupied. In vsdn the Austrians rallied 
upon a second height, and then upon a third ; they 
were driven from each in succession, an^ obliged to 
fly. The cavsdry of the Austrian left wing being 
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thrown into confuskm, and prevented by a wood 
firom reforming themselves the King, of Prussia 
took advantage of this circumstance to withdraw 
part of the cavalry of his right wing, and to send it 
to reinforce his left. Here again the Prussians put 
to flight their enemies : and thus the rout becommg 
general, the whole Austrian forces retreated, and 
were pursued by the victors, who took up their last 
position at the village of Soor, which gave its name 
to the battle.* 

The commanders of the Austrian light troops, 
Nadasti, Desoffi* Trenck, and Franquini, had re- 
ceived orders to create a diversion by attacking the 
Prussian camp, and through the camp their army 
^behind. They attacked the camp, which was only 
defended by a slight detachment commanded by 
General Schlicting, and obtained possession of it,; 
but here their habits of pillage arrested them. In- 
stead of fallinff upon the rear of the army they oc* 
eupied themselves in ransacking the tents and bag- 
gage ; and thus assured to Frederic a victory, which 
was cheaply bought with the loss of a few camp 
equipages. It was, however, thought by some that 
Schhcting had been less vigilant than he ought to 
have been in the defence of the camp ; but when he 
was reproached with this, he replied indignantly, 
^ How can one think about baggage, when it is a 
question of a battle to be fought and honour to be 
gftined !*'t Frederic, indeed, appears to have been of 
his general's opinion ; for after having related, in 
his account of this battle, that all his own camp 
equipage^ was taken, and even the persons of his 
secretaries, he adds, ^ It is impossible to regard such 
trifles when the mind is occupied with those great 

* Grimotnl. TaUeta de U Via et do Regne de Frederic le Grand. 
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obfeets ofmterest whkhobiiterate allMhenr, nftmelyt 
the glory and salvation of the state.*** Frederic is 
also said to have remarked upoii the field of battle^ 
when told that Trenck and his followers were pil« 
laging the camp, '^So much the better: -they will 
not then interrupt us.^'t 

Trenck was afterward, as his cousin informs ns 
in his Memoirs, accused at Vienna of liaving taken 
the King of Prussia in his bed in the camp, and then 
allowed him, for a sum of money, to make his es* 
cape. This accusation appears to have been en- 
tireljr falao. It was principally supported by the 
testimony of a woman of bad character, of the town 
of Brunn, who called herself a daughter of Manhd 
Schweriti ; and who swore that she was in bed with 
the king when he was taken. This woman is said 
to have been suborned b^ the enemies of Trenck, 
who were bent upon his ruin. In this they were vat* 
fortunately too successful, as he was condemned to 
be imprisoned for life ; and died in ccmfinei^ent in 
I749.J 

The General Lehwald, who had been posted at the 
head of a detached corps, near Tratenau, hearing the 
noise of the cannon, hastened to the spot ; but the Tic« 
tory was already completed. He only arrived in time 
to save some of the baggage, and to put a stop to the 
cruelties which the pandours and hussars were ex- 
ercising upon the sick persons and Uie women whom 
they found in the camp. The king, upon bis retiifto 
to his campy could not even procure a pen and ink ; 
-and he was obliged to write to his minister at Breslan 
these few words with a pencil, ^ I have beaten the 
Austrians. I have taken some prisoners. Let the 
Te Deum be performed.--*-Frederic.'*^ 

Frederic allowed that he had committed a fault in 
weakening his army by sending detachments in 
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▼ariotis directions previous to the battle of Sopr. In 
one of his instructions to his generals he sayst ^ l 
desenred to have heen beaten ; and I should have 
been so but for the skill of my generals and the 
eourage of my troops."* But while we thus ad- 
mire tiie modesty of Frederic, and adlow the various 
merits of those under him, we must not forget the 
ooBsummate ability of the chief; the master eye 
and iiand which, in the midst of difficulties arising 
from infinite inferiority of forces, and from having 
been in a great measure taken by surprise, were yet 
able to snatch the victory from an arftiy already 
elated with what they considered th^ Certainty of 
sucoess. 

The loss of the Prussians in the battle of Soor 
was 5600 killed and wounded : of the Austrians 6700 ; 
besides 3300 prisoners, twenty-one cannons, and 
twenty-two standards.t 

- The Austrian army after their defeat retired to 
Jaromirs. The Prussians continued for five days 
encamped at Soor, and then prepared to return into 
SUesia. ** Posterity," observes the royal historian 
of his ovm campaigns, ^ will be perhaps surprised 
that an army, victorious in two pitched battles, 
should retire before the defeated anny without 
having gained any fruit from its triumphs* The 
mountains which surround Bohemia; the narrow 
and dangerous passes which separate it from Si* 
lesia; the difiSctdty of feeding the forces ; the su- 
periority of the enemy in light troops ; and finally, 
the diminution of the army, — ^such are the solutions 
of the problem.*^ In consequence of these di^ 
advantages the Prussian army commenced its march 
towards Silesia on the 16th of October. The 
light troops of Nadasti and Franquiui pursued and 
harassed it. The consequence was 'several skir- 
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mishes with yarious snceess. At lei^ftii the Pnis* 
sians arrived at their quarters, between nonstock 
and Schweidnitz ; and the Kin^ of Prussia, hearing 
shortly afterward that the Prince of Lorraine had 
separated his army into three corps, which he ima- 
gined was for the convenience -of patting them into 
winter-quarters, left his own troops un&r tly^ com- 
mand of Prince Leopold of Anhalt-Dessao, and re- 
turned to Berlin. Here his presence was much 
wanted, to carry 'on the negotiations to which the 
convention of Hanover had given rise. 

Having thus given an account of the summer cam- 
paign of the King of Prussia, it becomes necessary 
to cast a cursory glance over what had been d<»ie by 
his aUies in other parts of Europe. In Italy the 
campaign commenced under favourable auspices for 
the combined armies of France, l^in, and Naples. 
In the south the Spanish general, Count de QageSf 
obtained several advantages. In the north the. Mar- 
shal de Maillebois and the infant Don Philip pene- 
trated into the territories of the King Of Sardinia, 
by the way of Genoa, which republic declared in 
their favour. Having suecessfully joined the Span- 
ish and NeapoUtan army under the command of Be 
Gages, which had arrived in Piedmont, they gave 
battle to the Austrians and Sardinians under the 
command of the Count Schulembourgh and Charies 
Emmanuel, King of Sardinia, near Bassignano.* 
The French and Spaniards were victorious ; and the 
consequence of their success was, the submission 
of the towns of Casal, Asti, Lodi, and lastly Milan. 
At the conclusion of the campaign the Spaniards 
were masters of the whole of Lombardy and of ^ 
Piedmont, owing principally to the talent aivl activity 
of the Spanish general De Gages.t 

Nor were the allies of Frederic less fortunate 
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during the year 1745 in Flanders than in the south 
of Europe.* The glorious victory of Fontenoy, at 
which Louis the Fifteenth and his son the dauphin 
both assisted in person, occasioned the fall of Tour- 
nay; and a successful skirmish of a detachment of 
the French army against the English at Melle was 
followed by the taking of the city of Ghent, which 
was obtained possession of by surprise. Dender- 
monde and Ostende also fell into the hands of the 
French ; and Louis returned to Paris in September, 
covered with the laurels which had been gained for 
him by the Marshal de Saxe.f ^ 

On the Main, the French army, under the com- 
mand of the Prince of Conti, was prevented from 
achieving any thing, in conseqifence of its having 
been so enfeebled by the detachments sent from it to 
reinforce the French forces in Flanders. On the ap- 
proach of the Count de Traun with the imperial 
troops, Conti was obliged to retreat. So much was 
he afraid of the pursuit of the Austrians t^at he de- 
stroyed the bridges of Achaffenbourg and Hoechst, 
and retired to the Rhine. Traun passed the Main; 
and Bcerenklau, one of his officers, defeated a de- 
tachment of the French, near Oppenheim. The 
Prince of Conti,*still more alarmed, passed the Rhine 
at Germersfaeim and Rheintmrkheim, and encamped 
hear Worms. From thence he retired to Mauder- 
stadt. In the retreat his baggage was taken, and his 
troops were much harassed : and thus concluded the 
unsuccessful campaign of the French in the west of 
CSermany.^ 

** HQMOiie de mon Tempt, 
f Voltaire, Siielede Louis XV. 
i HieCoiredemooTeBipa. 
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CHAPTER V. 

fnMslui NexotiatioiM— Tlie Grand Seignior attempts t« mediate be- 
tween the contending; Partlee— Frederic resolvee upon a Winter Cam- 
paign—He aarprisea and defeats the Saxona— He takea Ooer1it»— R*- 
treat of the Aiiatfiana^Baltle of Keaieladorf— FVederie jr'M (be 
Prince of Anbalt, and takea ilreaden^He offers Peace to the Sazona 
and Auetrians— Detail of Negotiations— Fredericli Receptloii at Ber* 
lin— His Reflections on the Conclusion of the War. 

It is remarked by Frederic himself, that had the 
negotiations of the Trussians. during the ^ear 1746 
been as successful as their arras, they might have 
spared themselves, as well as their enemies, a great 
unnecessary effiision of blood.* Various circum* 
stances, however, concurlred to prevent the pacifica.- 
tion of Europe at the present moment. Of these^ 
one of the principal was the invasion of Sc?ytland 
by the unfortunate Charles Edward Stuart, better 
known by the name of the young Pretender. This 
took place immediately after the signing of the con- 
vention of Hanover by George the Second ; and the 
results of it so completely occupied both that mon* 
arch and his ministers, as to poevent. their taking 
that active part in the pending negotiatioiis which 
was necessary for their success. It also obliged the 
King of England to withdraw his troops from Flaiv 
ders, and thus to open a field for the subsequent ad- 
vantages gained by the French in that country: 
while the Queen of Hungary, no longer trammelled 
by the pacific counsels of her British ally, was en- 
abled to turn her thoughts and endeavours towards 
making a last effort against the King jof Prussia. 
The latter sovereign was also in a peculiarly awk 

* Histoiie de nMNi Temps. 
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ward situation : the convention of Hanover was be>- 
dnning to be suspeeted; and, if once thoronghly 
known, would most probably have deprived him of 
the assistance of France, the only ally that now 
remained to him. 

In vain did a new mediator, in the person of the 
grand seignior, Mahomet the Fifth, appear upon the 
scene, to the astonishment of the- rest of £urope ; 
and offer, through the grand vizier, his good offices 
towards the obtaining of a universal peace. /^ The 
Treasure of Grod, and Model of the Majesty of Alex- 
ander the Great,*' as he styled himself in his address 
to the different European sovereigns, gained nothing 
by his praiseworthy attempts, except the remark of 
the Abb6 de Ville, French minister at the Hague, 
who observed to the pensionary Fagel, ^ We must 
at least allow that the Turk shows the sentiments 
of a true Christian." — " Yes," replied Fagel, " and 
there are also some people who, wishing to pass for 
very Christian^* never cease to act like Turks."t 
Voltaire also observes, in speaking of the sultan's 
mediation, that it ought to have fiUed with shame 
the Christian powers ; who, having begun the war 
from interest, continued it from obstinacy, and only 
concluded it from absolute necessity .| 

During the stay of ^he King of Prussia at Berlin, 
and while the question of peace or war seemed still 
to hang doubtful in the balance, he discovered, 
through the means of the Swedish minister at the 
court of Dresden, who was devoted to the Prussian 
interests, a plan concerted between the empress* 
queen and the Saxon court, for an invasion of the 
hereditary dominions of Prussia. According to this 
agreement the Prince of Lorraine was to march into 
iSaxony, where he was to be joined by the Saxon 
irmy ; and they were then together to advance during 

* It moflt beremeoiberad that tba title of the KUif of Fmnea it Jm 
Roi W« CkrUun. 
\ Vi0deFq^M«IL t Voltaire Si^clo de Louis XV 
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the winter, to Berlin. It was thought that this at- 
tack, taking Frederic, as it would, unprepared, could 
never be resisted. So sure, indeed, were the con- 
federates of their success, that they had already di- 
vided and appropriated those portions of the Prus- 
sian states which suited them. According to this 
division the Austrians were to regain Silesia ; and 
the King of Poland's shar^ was to consist of the 
bishoprics of Magdebourg and Haiberstadt, together 
with the town of Halle and its territory.* 

This discovery obliged the Prussian monarch to 
lay aside his hopes of peace, and to prepare for a 
winter campaign : to raise pecuniary resources for 
which (all those he possessed having been already 
expended) was not one of his smallest difficulties. 
Another arose from the message he had received 
from the Russian government, that that court would 
be obliged, according to its treaty of alliance, to send 
troops to the assistance of the King of Poland, in 
case his territories were invaded by the Prussian 
army. Nothing daunted, however, by the dangerous 
position in which his affairs were placed, Frederic 
supplied, by activity, ability, and firmness, the place 
of those resources which were wanting to his situ* 
ation. He placed a considerable body of troops, 
under the command of the Prince of Anhalt, near 
Halle, to watch and check the Saxons ; who were 
commanded by Count Rutowsky, and amounted to 
25,000 men. He commanded, that in case of the 
enemies advancing to Berlin, the royal family, the 
archives, and the different public offices should be 
removed to Stettin : and having taken every precau- 
tion which prudence could suggest or foresight dic- 
tate, he left his capital on the 14th of November, to 
take the command of his army in Silesia. *' Leav- 
ing,^ as he himself expresses it, ^ Berlin in conster- 
nation, the Saxons full of hope, and all Europe 
intent upoa the event of this winter campaiga.'^t 

* Htotoire de mon Temps. t IHi 
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No sooner had Frederic taken the command of his 
army than he proceeded to lead them against the 
enemy. On the 20th of November, the Austrians, 
as usual under the command of the Prince of Lor- 
raine, had entered Lusatia by Zittau, and encamped 
themselres so as to occupy a great extent of coun* 
try. Here they waited the arrival of a body of 
troops under the command of the General Griine, in 
order to commence the execution of their plan.* 
Meanv^hile they remained in complete ignorance of 
the movements of the Prussian army, which they 
imagined to be still quietly reposing in its winter 
quarters. The precautions of Frederic were the 
cause of this. He had contrived that the three 
rivers which were in front of his army, the Queisse, 
the Neisse, and the Bober, should be guarded by sepa* 
rate detachments of Prussian troops, who permitted 
all who came from Lusatia to pass without difficulty, 
but allowed no one to return. Thus the King of 
Prussia obtained intelligence respecting the enemies, 
while at the same time he prevented their receiving 
any respecting him.f 

On the 33d of November Frederic advanced with 
the main body of his army to the Queisse ; and 
having thrown four bridges across that river, he 
passed it on the following morning, in the midst of 
a thick fog, which prevented the Austrians from dis- 
covering his march. The design of the king was to 
allow t£e imperialists to pass him, and then to at- 
tack their rear, in order to cut off their supplies of 
provisions; and thus to oblige them either to fight 
or to retire with disgrace into Bohemia. The Prus- 
sian columns, after having passed the Queisse, were 
ordered to rendezvous at Naumbourg. The first 
column of infantry, which was commanded by the 
king in person, had for its guide a young miller, who 
led them into a marsh, from which they had great 

* VkdeFndfldeB. f Biilain de mon Temps. 
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difficulty in extricating themseltes*. They, how- 
ever, at length succeeded; and upon arhYing at 
Naumbourg, received inteBigenee that the hnsaars 
of General Ziethen had fallen upon the Saxon quar- 
ters at Hennersdorff. By the movements t)f the 
Prussian army it was contrived * that the Saxons 
should be attacked in front, in flank, and in the rear, 
at one and the same moment. Thus hemmed in they 
soon gave way; and the success was complete. In 
tliis action the Saxons lost six cannons and five stan- 
dards ; 1100 of their men were taken prisoners ; and 
their ba^^age was pillaged by the Prussian hussars.* 
The victorious army encamped at Henneradorff 
for the night, and the next aay. learned that the 
Prince of Lorraine had retzeated. On tho S5th the 
king pursued him : but the prince ccmtinuing to fly, 
the former wa6 obliged to give up all hope of bring* 
ing him to an engagement and to content lumself 
with obtaining possession of the town of Go&rlitz ; 
where he found the great magazines of provisions 
destined for the use of the Austrian army, and to^ 
a considerable number of prisoners. The Anstrians, 
who feared ledt the Prussians should be beforehand 
with them, and cut off their retreat, now hastened 
their flight; and with this view set fire to their own 
^^gg^g^' They were, notwithstanding,, miich har- 
assed by the Prussian liglit troops, who adso took a 
considerable number of prisoners. Fimsdiy, after an 
expedition into Lusatia, which had lasted only one 
week, they found themselves again in Bohemia; but 
weakened by the loss of about 6000 men» and de- 
prived of their magazines and their baggage* . 

The King of Poland was, with reason, so much 
alarmed at these successes of the Pni8sians,that he 
left Dresden, and retired to Prague; while Frederic 
wrote to the Prince o# Anttalt, ** I have strudi my 
rtroke in Lusatia ; do you strike yours at Leipeie; 

* HtelBin de mon Tempk 
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and I reclcon upon meeting you at' Dresden.^* In 
pursuance of this advice of his master, the Prince 
of Anhalt left Halle secretly, on the S8th of Novem* 
foer, and penetrating snddenly into Saxony, drove the 
General Sibilsky from Skeuditz, and the Count Re- 
fiard from his intrenehments near Leipsic* On the 
^(Hh he forced the town of Leipsic to capitulate. 
The same fate attended Eilenbui^ on the 1st of De- 
t;ember, and Torgan on the 5th. On the 6th of -De- 
eember the prince with his army were mcamped at 
Targau.-f 

The Kmg of Prussia, whose anxiety U> join the 
Prince of Anhalt was great, determiiiea upon enter- 
ing Saxony by Meissen. With this view he sent 
forward the General Lehwald with a corps of troops, 
to summon the town of Meissen, which was gar- 
risoned by Saxon grenadiers, under the command 
of General Alenbeck. The latter, who was pressed 
on one side by Lehwald, and on the other by Anhalt* 
escaped during the night. The Prussian gebeinl 
look possession of the town, and joined the Prince 
ef Anhalt.^ Meanwhile the Prince of Lorraine had 
marched from Bohemia into Saxony, by LeutmeritZy 
and was encamped between Pima and Planen, with 
«n intention of uniting his army with that of the 
Saxons upon the first opportunity.. Fearing this 
junction, the Prince of AnnsJt determined, without 
waiting for^the arrival of the King of Prussia, upon 
attacking the Saxons, whose army, nnder the eomr 
mand of Count Rutowsky,had lately been joined by 
a reinforcement of Anstrians, commanded by Gene* 
fal Grilne, and now covered the city of. Dresden.^ 
- Rtttowsky had intrenched himself in a strong por 
Mtion at Kesselsdorf, and was so confident that the 

* "SVl ftttpjA mon cmip «n Lwaee, Ikuppn I* Tomi MMjp^; «t |i 
emipCe rwu revoir A Dmde." 
t 6rinM»rd, Ttibletu de la Vie et da Regm de Fftdwk U. % 
i MflUer, Tflfbleau des GaeriM d« Plrederto le GnaA. 
i BitUilrB d« man Tcnpi 
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Prussians would not venture to attack him in it, that 
he refused the offer of the Prince of Lorraine to 
send him further reinforcements. He was, however, 
deceived in his expeotations, for on the morning of 
the 15th of December, the Prince of Anhalt attacked- 
an advanced post of the Saxons, behind Wiisdru^ 
and obliged the troops composing it to retire to Kes- 
selsdorf.* The main body of the Saxons was here 
drawn up in order of battle, having their Austrian 
auxiliaries On their right wing. Tl^r left wing was 
defended by thirty great cannons, and their centre 
by fifty : under the fire of all of which the Prince of 
Anhalt had to form his line of battie.f Three bat- 
talions of grenadiers, and the Prince of Anhalt's own 
regiment of infantry, attacked the viUage of Kessel»- 
dorf : twice they obtained possession of it, and 
twice they were repulsed with great loss. The sec- 
ond time, the Saxon grenadiers, eager in the pursuit, 
left the village, and were immediately attacked by 
the dragoons, who forced them to retire to their first 
post. General Lehwald then attacked them witk 
the right wing of the Prussian infantry, obtainet 
possession of their batteries, and of the heights nea 
tCesselsdorf, and thus turned the flank of the Saxok 
army. He! thus threw their whole line into disorder, 
and continued a tremendous fire, tiH the Prince 
Maurice of Anhalt, having passed a deep ravine, and 
beaten back the right wing of the Saxons, the defeat 
became general.^ 

The Saxon army fought well, but were at length 
obliged to fiy towards Dresden. The Austrian re- 
inforcement, under General Griine, fled with them, 
having taken no part in the battle. In their re- 
tlre.at they joined the Austrian army, with whom 
they marched into Bohemia. The Prince of Lor- 
raine offered Rutowsky to march with him the noxt 

* BknoiM de mon T«mp«i. 

t llallerf Tal)l0«ii des Guerret de Frederie le Grand. 

( farimoard, Tableau de la Vie et d% Segue de Fredede k Gnad. 
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day, and again attack the Prussians. But the Saxon 
general was contented with his beating, and refused 
to agree to the plan ; alleging as an excuse, that his 
infantry was almost entirely destroyed,' that he had 
lost 10,000 men, that his soldiers were in want of 
arms and munitions, and that they had not yet re- 
corered from their panic* The loss of the Prus- 
sians in the battle of Kesselsdorf amounted to 3000 
killed and wounded; that of the Saxons to 4600. 
Five generals, 300 officers, and 5000 men were taken 
prisoners, with forty-eight cannons, and eight stand- 
ards. 

Viewing the victory of Kesselsdorf in all its bear- 
ings, and considering it with reference to the stren^h 
of the enemy's position, their number, and the m- 
clemencies of the season (the ground being covered 
with ice), we must allow that it was one of the most 
remarka})le and glorious of those gained by tne 
Prussians during the wars of the great Frederic. 

On the day of this victory the King of Prussia had 
only been able to reach Meissen. He had heard no- 
thing of late from the Prince of Anhalt, and was in 
the greatest state of anxiety ; being convinced that 
some action had taken place. If fortune had not 
been favourable to Anhalt he had determined to as- 
semble his army on the heights of Meissen, to join 
them to the beaten troops, placing the latter in the 
second line, and then to attack the enemies again, 
and wrest the victory from them.f The prince, 
however, spared him the necessity of adopting this 
desperate course. On the evening of the 15th an 
officer brought the king the news of the battle ; on 
the 16th his army crossed the Elbe, and on the ISth 
joined that of the Prince of Anhalt.^ 

Previously to the battle of Kesselsdorf Frederio 
appears to have been dissatisfied with his old gene* 



* Hiatolre de mon Temps. t 
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ral: he complained of his slowness and circum- 
spection; and seems to have thought that Anhalt 
wished to contrast these qualifies with the rashness 
of a young man, which the king had shown in Lu- 
satia. However this might be, the prince, by this 
great success, which was his last military exploit, 
nobly concluded a life which had been passed in the 
conduct of armies. The Prince Leopold of Anhalt 
Dessau had lived in camps for fifty years. In 170l 
he had been the first person who entered the French 
lines at the siege of Turin ; and he was now, in the 
winter of his days, considered the most eminent 
oflicer for the conduct of infantry in Europe.* The 
king, when they met, gave the prince those praises 
and that meed of thanks which he had so amply de- 
served ; and the prince showed him the field of bat- 
tle. *• Here," observes Frederic, in his account of 
this war, ** even the difficulties that had been en- 
countered, however great, and the number of pris- 
oners that had been taken, however considerable, 
were less surprising circumstances than the crowds 
of the inhabitants of Dresden who covered the 
whole country, having come out of the town to meet 
and look at the Prussians.''t 
- The Prussian army, conducted by its monarch, 
marched on the very day of its junction with its vic- 
torious brethren to Dresden, and took possession of 
one of the suburbs. General Bosc, the governor, 
endeavoured in vain to obtain a capitulation : he was 
obliged to open the gates to the victors, and to sur- 
render himself a prisoner of war, together with 4000 
men who were in the town.l It would have been 
impossible to have defended Dresden upon the pres- 
ent occasion; but Bosc took the opportunify oi 
throwing the blame of the surrender upon the Count 
Bruhl, t^e hated minister of his master. Bruhlhad 



* Voltaire, flMeto de Loate XV. 
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demolished some of the fortilicalion9» in order to 
enlarge the gardens of his hotel, situated on the 
Elbe.* When, therefore, the Prassians demanded 
admittance, Bosc said that he must yield, /or he 
could not defend a fiofcer-garden,^ It was upon this 
occasion that the King of Prussia visited the hous^ 
of BruM, of which the most remarkable part appears 
to hare been his wardrobe. This consisted, accord* 
ingto an eyewltoess at the time, of ^'60 swords, 
80 canes, 332 snuff-boxes, 528 suits of clothes^ 
600 pairs of boots, 800 pairs of shoes, andjsoaterials 
of yariouis kinds not made up, enough to clothe three 
towns.'*! There was one room entirely full of wigs, 
whic^ causedthe king^ when he entered it, to remark, 
'** What numbers of wigs for a man without a head."^ 
Upon his arrival in Dresden Frederic forthwith 
sent fresh offers of peace to the King of Pplsuid^ 
dated from his capital. He then went to see the 
family of that sovereign, who had remained in the 
town, and treated them with the greatest kindneps 
and attention.] It had been reported that the Prince 
of Anhalt had demanded the pillage of Dresden as a 
reward to his army for their fati^es and services at 
Kesselsdorf. The only answer given to this calunmy 
was the perfect disciplme that was observed by every 
soldier in the P^iissiai^ army at Dresden* Not an in- 
habitant was insulted ; not a theft was committed, 
llie king had all the shops opened ; gave a great din* 
ndr to the foreign ministers; and commanded an 
Italian opera after the repast, which he attended in 
person^lT •* In short," observes Voltaire, " it was 
hardly^rceptible that the possession of the town 
had changed hands ; and its capture was only signal* 



* Vie de Frederic 11. 

t " Je ne pais pas me defendre dans un Jardin de jAaisance." 
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ized by the (ties Utat were given in it.^* Hie 
Saxons, accustomed to pleasares, took part readily 
in those offered to them by the victors ; and they 
even attended the *' Te Beams" which were per- 
formed in honour of the successes of the Prussian 

arms.f 

Such was the terror inspired to the mind of Au- 
gustus the Third by the t^ing of Dresden, and so 
completely were the calculations of his feeble and 
treacherous minister Count Bruhl destroyed by that 
event, that the Saxon government was forced- to 
make peace at once, upon the.terms offered to them. 
It was no longer the counsettors of the King of Po- 
land who offered obstacles to the general pacifica- 
tion of Germany; so ready were they to conclude 
the war without delay, that they sent Mr. VillierB,! 
the English envoy at the court of Saxony, from 
Prague, to Frederic at Dresden, with the fullest 
powers. The consequence of this conduct was, 
that the King of Prussia, having entered Dresden on 
the 18th of December, signed the peace of Dresden 
with the Saxons and Austrians on tlie 25th of the 
same month. The Count de Harrach had arrived 
there from the empress-queen shortly after Mr. Yil- 
liers, and was too happy, on the part of his govern- 
ment, to accede to the convention of Hanover.^ For 
it is observable, that so great was the moderation of 
the King of Prussia, that his stipulations Continued 
unvaried, even after the victorious day of Kessels- 
dorf and the possession of Dresden. By this peace 
Silesia and the county of Glatz were again assurei^ 
to the King of Prussia*! '^^ ^^^ ^^ Poland also 
agreed to give up to him, for an eqmvaient, thetowi; 

* Voltaire, Slide de Loots XV. 

t Vie de Frederic H. 

i Ttaomu Villiers, a younger eon of Wiiliain, aecond Earl of Jerser, 
a negotiator of small abilities. He was afterward erealed LonI Bfit 
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of Fmrstemberg, on the Oder, and the passage of 
Schildo ; and to pay to him a million of crowns.* 

The negotiations in which Mr. Yilliers had acted 
«s mediator had been going on for a month ; but the 
bad faith of the Saxons had prevented their advanc- 
ing towards a conclusion. Nothing but the biilliant 
successes of the Prussians would ever have put an 
end to these intrigues. The long correspondence 
between the King of Prussia, his minister Podevils, 
ihe Saxon ministers, and Yilliers exhibits a good 
specimen of diplomatic chicanery ; but of the let- 
ters composing it none are worth quoting with the 
exception of the last, being the one written by 
Frederic to Yilliers the day he obtained possession 
of Dresden. It is dated 

<* Drmden, ISOk December, 1745. 
« Sir, 
" I was much surprised to receive propositions for 
peafce on a day of battle ;t and I have been suffi- 
ciently convinced of the little sincerity of the Saxon 
ministers by the return of Prince Charles of Lor- 
raine into Saxony. Fortune, which has seconded 
my cause, has put me in a condition to notice these 

groceedings in the way they deserve ; but far from 
aving such intentions, I again offer, for the last 
time, my friendship to the King of Poland. Mv 
successes do not blind me : and though I might with 
reason be proud of my situation, I am always in the 
same sentiments of preferring peace to war. I am 
waiting for M. de Bulow and M. de Rex| to have 
theii full powers, in order that the Count de Po- 
devils, who will arrive here either this evening or 
to-morrow, may enter immediately into negotiations 
with them. I cannot, however, conceal my surprise 
that an English minister could ever advise me to de- 
part from a treaty which I have made with the king 

* Grimoard, Tableau de la Vie et da Regne de Fredeiie I« Gnuid, 
t Komeladflrf. t Itw Baxon plenipotentiariea. 



98^ USfW OF FftVDfRIQ, flU [1745; 

his masteff aadwliich Great Brilain has ipiaraiitied* 
You will 'sooner see me perish, with ray whole armyy 
than yield the least particle of that treaty^ 

.^If, therefore^ the Queen of Hungary choose8» 
once for all, to make peace, I am wiili^ to sign one 
in conformity with the convention of Hanover: if 
she refuses this offer, I shall consider myself justi* 
fied in increasing my demands. Bring me therefore 
the last dpterminations of the King of Poland, and 
let me know at once if he. prefers the total ruin of 
his country to its preservation, and sentiments of 
hostility to those of frienddiip: in awordijif he had 
rather relight the deadly flames of war instead of 
re-establishing peace with his neighbours,: actd tran- 
quillizing Germany. I remaii^ with tdl podsiUe es* 
teem, Ac. Ac. Ac. 

" Frideric.*** 

While the war waa thns drawing to a close, Frede- 
ric received Uie following letter from Louis the Fif« 
teenth, in answer to a forcible appeal for further as- 
sistAhce, which he had written to him in the midst 
of his late perils and difficulties, from Berlin. With 
the King of Prussia's usual good fortune, this letter, 
which was certainly not intended by the writer of it 
to do him service, arrived Junt in time to enable that 
monarch to^br^ak off his relations with France, ^f 
which he had ho Afrther need; and at the same time 
to throw the blame of so doing upon the government 
of that country. 

*' Sir, and my Brother^ 
"Your majesty, in yottr letter of the 16th of No- 
vember, confirms to me what I already knew respect- 
ing the convention of Hanover of the 26th of Au- 
gust. I cannot help being astonished that a treaty 
Should have been negotiated, concluded, signed, ani 

* Vie de Fredaiic 11. 
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ntified with a 8orereign who is my enemy wifliont 
my receiving the slightest notice of it. I am not 
surprised at your refusal to lend yourself to violent 
measures, and to a direct and formal engagement 
against me : my enemies ought to know your ma- 
jesty better. I consider it a fresh injury to myself 
that they should have dared to ma^e to you such un- 
worthy propositions. I counted upon your creating 
a diversion. I have made two powerful ones my- 
self in nanders and Italy; while I occupied on the 
Khine the attention of the Queen of Hungary's 
largest army. The expenses I have gone into, and 
the e£forts I have made, have been rewarded by the 
greatest successes, llie effects of these have, how- 
ever, been much endangered by the treaty which 
your majesty has concluded without my privity. If 
the Queen of Hungai^ had agreed to that treaty, all 
her army in Bohemia would have been suddenly 
turned against me. These are not the ways in which 
peace can really be made. I do not, however, on 
this aeccount, feel the less dread at the perils and 
dangers which you are now in the midst of. Nothmg 
can equal my impatience to hear of your safety; and 
the assurance of your security and tranquillity will 
cause mine* Your majesty has great forces under 
your command ; you are the terror of your enemies, 
over whom you have gained considerable and glo- 
rious advantages ; joined to which, the winter, which 
suspends aU military operations, will aid you to de- 
fend yourself. Who is more capable than your ma- 
jesty to afford good counsels to yourself ! You have 
only to follow what shall be suggested to you by 
your talent, your experience^ and above all, your 
Sjense of honour. With regard to assistance from 
me, which can only consist in subsidies and diver- 
sions, I have given all that was possible ; and I will 
continue to do so in the ways the most likely to en* 
sure success. I am reinforcinff my troops. I ne- 
glect nothing; but I am hastemng whatever prepar 
f.— Y 
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rationn may enable rae to act in the ensuing cam- 
paign with the gFeatest vigour. If your majesty has 
any projects in view capable of favouring ray enter- 
prises I entreat you to communicate them to me, as 
I shall always have great pleasure in acting in con- 
cert with you."* 

The commentary of Frederic upon this letter of 
lus brother of Franoet which he gives in his History 
of the War, is amusing. ^ This letter, at first sight,** 
says he, *' appears amiable and cisil ; but when one 
considers the critical position in which the King of 
Prussia then was, as well as the preceding negotia- 
tions which had taken place between him and the 
court of France, one cannot help remaricmg in it a 
tone . of irony, which was the more misplaced be- 
cause it was undoubtedly never intended to fulfil 
the reciprocal engagements contracted by the treaty 
of Versailles by means of epigrams. Let us strip 
this letter of its phrases, and examine what it really 
says. ' I am very sorry that you have conclude the 
trea^ of Hanover without telling me ; for if the 
Queep of Hungary had accepted it, the Prince of Lor- 
raine would bive returned mto Alsatia. Do not you 
perceive that the war in Italy and Flanders is a di- 
version I make in your favour 1 For you cannot 
suppose that I h^ve any interest in the conquest of 
Flanders : and as for the establishment of my son- 
in-lawf Don Philip, in Ilaly, I do not care about it* 
Conti knows so well how to keep in check the prin- 
cipal forces of the Queen of Hungary in Crermany, 
that he has retreated across the lthine,and let them 
make whom they would emperor; while Traun was 
enabled to send Griine into Saxony; and indeed, 

* Histoira do mon Temps. 
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iv of U>ui« tho Fifteentb. 
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might have followed him With tlie rest of his army 
if the Queen of Hungary had thought proper to em- 
ploy it against you. I have done great things this 
campaign. Yonr actions have also been talked of. 
I am Horry for the dangerous situation in whiclEyou 
hare placed yourself for my sake ; but theA the only 
way of acquiring glory is by sacrificing oneself for 
France. Show finnness and fortitude therefore in 
your suffering ; and imitate the example of my other 
allies, whom 1 abandoned, it is true, but to whom I 
give charity when they have been stripped of all their 
possessions. Take counsel of your own talent, -and 
of that presumption which has led you sometimes to 
venture to offer me advice. You will doubtless 
have BbiUiy sufficient to extricate yourself from your 
difficulties ; and besides, the cold of winter will ren- 
der your enemies torpid, and prevent their fighting 
you. If, however, any misfortune should happen to 
you, I shall promise you that the French academy 
shaU make a funeral oration over your kingdom, 
which your enemies have destroyed. Your name 
also shall be placed in the martyrology of those enp- 
thusiasts who have ruined themselves in the service 
of France, and whom she condescended to abandon. 
Yoa see I have already made diversions, and have 
offered you a subsidy of a million of livres. Yon 
must have great hopes in the beautiful campaign I 
mean to make next summer, and for which 1 am 
already making preparations : and be assured that 1 
will act in concert with you on all the subjects in 
which you will blindly follow my wishes, and con^ 
form yourself in every thing to what is favourable to 
my interests.' " 

It is evident that Frederic was much galled by the 
ironic|d epislie of Louis; and it must therefore have 
been particularly gratifying Jto him that the pro8per<- 
ous state of his afl^irs enabled him to reply to the 
Fn$nch monarch in the following manner: — 
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** Sir, and my Brofhery 
** After the letter which I wrote to your majesty 
oo the 15th of November, I had, I think, a right to 
^pect from you some real assistance. I will not 
nonf enter into a consideration of the reasons you 
may haf e for abandoning your allies to the caprices 
of fortune. Upon the present occasion the valour 
of my troops has delivered me from the dangerous 
position in which I was placed. If the number of 
my enemies had overwhelmed me, your majesty 
would apparently have been contented with pit3ring 
me; and I should have been without resources. 
How can an alliance subsist, unless the contracting 
powers concur with an equal ardouif* for their com- 
mon preservation 1 Your majesty tells me to take 
counsel of myself; and I shall do so, as you think it 
fitting. Reason tells me to end as speedily as I can 
a war which has no longer any object, since the 
Austrian troops are no longer in Alsatia, and the 
emperor is no more. Under these circumstances 
any future battles that mig^t be fought would be 
<»ily a useless effusion of blood. Reason also ad- 
vises me to think of my own security ; and to re- 
flect upon the great Russian armament which threat- 
ens ray kingdom on the side of Courland ; and on 
the army which M. de Trauu commands on the 
Rhine, and which might easily march towards Saz- 
oipr ; and also to consider the inconstancy of for- 
tune, and that, in the eircumstanees in which I find 
myself, I must not expect any assistance from my 
nlUes. The Austrians and the Saxons have just sent 
ministers here to negotiate a peace. I have there- 
fore no other part left than to sign it. Afterhaving 
thus acquitted myself of the duty I owe to the state 
I govern and to my own family, no object will be 
more anxiously sought by me than to make m3r8elf 
useful to the interests of your majesty. T should be 
indeed truly happy if I could be the instrument of the 
general pacification of Europe. Your majesty could 
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not intrust your wishes to any one who is more at* 
tached to you than myself, or who would labour 
with more earnestness to re-establish concord and 
good intelligence between the different states whom 
these long disputes have rendered enemies. I en- 
treat you to continue your friendship to me, which 
will always be precious to me ; and to be persuaded 
that I am, &c. iic.^ 

If this bitter answer was not a sufiiciem revenge 
to Frederic for the manner in which he thought he 
had been treated by the court of France, he had the 
additional pleasure of leaving the whole burthen of 
the war upon that power; and thus also giving em- 
ployment to those who might otherwise have been 
inclined to have renewed the contest with himself. 
It appears, indeed, after the peace of Dresden, to 
have been the distinct intention of Maria Theresa to 
obtain, by means of advantages gained over France, 
a compensation for the territories which had been 
wrested from her by the Prussian monarch.* 

Thus concluded a war of considerable duration ; 
attended with much human suffering and great loss 
of life ; but marked with no important consequences. 
•* Considering, therefore, things at their true value» 
we are obliged to acknowledge that this contest was 
In every respect only a useless effusion of blood ; 
and that the continued victories of the Prussians 
only helped to confirm to them the possession of 
Silesia. In a word, if consideration and reputa- 
tion in arms merit that efforts should be made to ob- 
tain them, undoubtedly Prussia, by gaining them, 
was recompensed for having undertaken the war; but 
this was all she gained by it ; and even this imaginary 
advantage excited feelings of envy against her.^^f 

The peace of Dresden being signed and ratified, 
Frederic commenced the evacuation of Saxony on 

• Voitaire, flUela de Louis XV. f Bistoire de mon Teoipn. 
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the l8t of Jaaiiaiy, 174O9 and returned to his own 
capital. Here he was n ceived with arches of tri- 
nmph, and with the appellation of Frederic the Cheats 
which has ever since remained to him. This epi- 
thet, sought by so many and obtained by so few, was 
undoubtedly aue to him for his military exploits; but 
the philosopher and the historian have a still greater 
pleasure in bestowing it upon him for those eminent 
merits as a legislator and a sovereign, which the 
long course of tranquillity he was now about to en- 
joy gave him an opportunity of displaying in their 
fullest lustre.* 
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CHAPTER I. 

Vbltnire'tf Comparison of Frederic with Charles the Twe](lb--Firederic a 
** History of his own Tiine"~-Hto repairs his Losses caased by the 
War— Reform of the Laws— Case of the Miller Arnold— Dangerooi 
Illness of the King— Field-marshal Keith and Lord Marischal— Effeeta 
of the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle— Warlike Attitude of the Courts of 
Rnsaia and Austria— Plans for the Amelioration of the differoit 
Branches of the Prassian Goremment— Pecuniarv Reaoorces of Prna- 
aia— Colonies established by Frederic— He abolishes the Serritnde of 
the Peasants— His Choice of ihe Ministers of Religion. 

An eminent writer of the last century^ whose 
works ha?e been already quoted upon several oc* 
casions, observes with justice, how much more a 
remarkable man Frederic was than Charles the 
Twelfth; because, being* equally fortunate with that 
sovereign in his wars and in his treaties, he al/so, as 
soon as the latter were concluded, applied himself 
with equal success to the improvement of his terri- 
tories and the encouragement of the arts. That he 
passed at once; and apparentl3r without difficulty, 
from the tumult of war to a retired and philosoplu* 
cal life, and gave himself up to the studies of poetry, 
eloquence, and history ; without, however, omitting 
any of the duties of a sovereign He adds that 
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Frederic never regarded Charles as a great man, be- 
cause he was only a hero !* 

** I have not entered,** continues the same writer, 
in his History of *the Age of Louis the Fifteenth, 
*• into any detail of the victories of the King of Prus- 
sia : he hai3 himself given a relation of them. It 
belonged to CtRsar alon* to write his ContmerUariesJ" 
No sooner, indeed, had the peace of Dresden afforded 
any leisure to Frederic than he commenced his ac- 
count of the two wars against the house of Austria^ 
which had occupied the first years of his reign. 
'This he entitled " The History of my own Time." 
Of this work, which has been often referred to in 
the preceding pages, he gives the following account 
himself, in a letter written to Voltaire.f ** The work 
which at present occupies me is not in the way of 
memoirs nor commentaries : my own history ha^ly 
enters into my plan ; fo;* I consider it a folly in any 
one to think himself sufficiently remarkable to ren- 
der it necessary that the whole universe should be 
informed of the details relating to him. I describe 
genersdly the disturbed state of Europe ; and I have 
particularly endeavom-ed to expose the ridicules and 
the contradictions which may be remarked in those 
who govern it. I have given a precis of the most 
important negotiations and the most remarkable war- 
like operations ; and I have at the same time inter* 
spersed these relations with reflections upon the 
causes of events, and on the different effects which 
the same thing produces at different times and in 
different nations. *| 

In another letter, written about the same time, he 
says, "I am at present buried in history: I study it; 
I write it ; and J find myself more curious to be well 
acquainted with that of others than to know the end 
of my own.'*^ Nor is the modesty put forward by 

* Voitaire, Steele de Louis XV. 
t Bapplement aux GBuvres posthuqoes de Frederic IL 
I Letter to Voltaire of the SM of February, 1747. ^ 
^ Letter to Voltaire of the 34th of April, 1747 
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Predericy when speaking of himself in these letters, 
H mere profession. Those who take the trouble of 
looking into his History of his own Time will find 
that he is full as ready to enumerate and to blame 
his own faults as those of others : while the rela- 
tion* which he cannot omit, of his own great actions, 
is couched in very simple language, and written with 
the most modest brevity. Frederic undoubtedly 
could Bflford to be modest when speaking of his^iU- 
tary achievements; but this circumstance by no 
means diminishes his merit in being so. . 

The first care, however, of the King of Prussia, 
when he found himself at peace, was to restore the 
losses he had sustained in his army ; for he was well 
aware that to preserve tranquillity it is necessary to 
be always in a condition to resist oppression. He 
found great facilities in recoihpleting his re^ments 
from the numbers of Austrian and Saxon prisoners 
he had taken, most of whom enrolled themselves 
under his Joanners. The peace of Dresden gave rise 
to many separate negotiations, of which one of the 
most important to Prussia was that commenced for 
the purpose of obtaining the guarantee of the empire 
to the conditions of that treaty. Maria Theresa ob- 
jected to the guarantee unless it were accompanied 
at the same time with one in favour of the Prag- 
matic Sanction. Finally, the guarantee was not 
given by the diet of the empire till the year 1751 ; 
though the principal sovereigns of Europe who con- 
curr^ in the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748 had, 
upon that occasion, given to the Prussian monarch 
respectively the guarantee he required.* 

The year 1747 was rendered remarkable in the 
Prussian annals by the commencement of the re- 
form of the laws, and of the administration of jus- 
tice in the Prussian states. The ancient edicts, 
which were in force in these territories, were a barba- 

* HiflloirB d» non TMnps. 
Vol. L— Z 
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rous mixture of the Roman and the Saxon laws, which 
were difficult to administer, and even to understand; 
while they were at the same time favourable to every 
species of vexatious delajr.* Frederic determined, 
as he himself expresses it, '* to destroy the hydra 
of chicanery/*! The two first wars of Silesia had 
occupied him so much that he had been obliged to 
suspend this undertaking; but as soon as they were 
concluded he returned to the prosecution of it, and 
continued to keep it in view during the whole of his 
long reign. In the commencement of this great 
work he was fortunate in having as his chancellor 
the Baron Cocceji, a man of integrity and ability, and 
who had already distinguished himself in ms at* 
tempts to ameliorate the laws of Prussia. Cocceji 
had been originally a professor in the university 
which existed at Frankfort on the Oder. He after- 
ward filled difierent offices during the reign of Frede- 
ric William, and among others that of president of 
the chamber of justice at Berlin.:^ While occupying 
*his post he proposed certain reforms in t)ie manner 
of administering justice ; but Plotho,the minister of 
justice, who was jealous of him, prevented their 
taking effect. On the death of Plotho, Cocceji suc- 
ceeded him ; and forthwith drew up a general plan, 
with a view to the same object, which he presented 
to the king. Frederic William, however, referred it 
tq some of his other lawyers, who, like most mem- 
bers of the same profession in all countries, being 
stron^y prejudiced in favour of the legal errors and 
forms and technicalities , in which they had been 
brought up, made an unfavourable report of Cocceji's 
plan, and it was consequently not put into execu- 
tion.^ * 

In 1747 Cocceji was made great chancellor, and 
under the auspices of a more enlightened sovereign 

* nistoira de la Guerre de Sept Am, par Frederic II. 
r Vie de Frederie 11. } Ibid 

$ BfirabeatUi de la MooarcbiaFniatteiiiM. 
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again commenced his task. He still, it is true, fomid 
difficulties in executing his reform; but supported by 
the monarch, and assisted by Jarriges, who after- 
ward succeeded him as chancellor, and by other able 
lawyers, he succeeded in compiling a body of laws, 
which he entitled the Code Frederic.* The most 
strenuous opponent of these novelties and changes 
was Amim, the minister of justice : and those law- 
yers who took his view of the subject were there- 
fore called Arnimians ; while the followers of the 
chancellor were designated by the name of Cocce- 
jians.t This contest, which ought, from the gravity 
of its subject, to have been kept within the bounds 
of reason and moderation, soon degenerated into all 
the bitterness of party. Amim resigned his^ situa- 
tion ; and Cocceji, usin^ without mercy his power as 
a conqueror, had all his followers who held lega! 
places turned out.t 

The merits, and they are immense ones, of the 
Code Frederic as compared with the barbaric and 
confused laws which preceded it, were, — first, the re- 
ducing the whole body of the jurisprudence of the 
country to one system, agreeing in all its parts ; and 
secondly, the getting rid of the delays and vexatious 
impediments to justice which previously existed. 
Undoubtedly- the new code had also many faults; 
among which, those that have been the most fre- 
quently reproached to it are the obscuri^ of some 
of its enactments, and the want of a lucid and clear 
order in its various provisions. But Frederic was 
too wise to expect perfection in any work of man ; 
and he was besides well aware that a general code 
of laws can only be rendered as perfect as possible 
by degrees ; by finding out its defects in practice, 
and by remedying them when found out. He there- 
fore at once put Cocceji's code into action. It wa« 

* In l4itin, *< Corpiu Jaris Fredericiannm.'* 

t ThleVaolt, SooTenin dt Vingt Ana de Mjoar 4 Berlin. 

I Vie de Frederic 1L 
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subsequently much modified by succeeding chancel- 
lors; till at last, towards the end of the reign of 
Frederic, in 1781, M. de Crammer, the then chancel- 
lor, almost entirely remodelled it ; and gave to Prus- 
sia Uie body of laws which is still acted upon in that 
country.* 

At the same time that the new code was promul- 
gated, great reforms were also made in the power 
and constitution of the different trtbunab, which led 
to very beneficial effects, by purifying the source of 
justice. So anxious was Fredenc indeed that im- 
partial justice should be done to all, that he was ac- 
customed to say, when giving instructions to his 
judges upon their appointment, ^If a suit arises be- 
tween me and one or my subjects, and that the case 
is a doubtful one, you should always decide against 

me."t 
Many years after the establishment of the Code 

Fredenc, and the reform of the tribunals, Frederic 
received an answer from a miller which was the 
strongest illustration he could possibly hope for of 
the confidence of the country in the laws and the 
adminstration of them. When the King of Prussia 
had determined to build what is called the new 
palace of Sans Souci, part of his plan was to con- 
nect the new building with the old Sans Souci by a 
pleasure-ground, which in fact exists. A mill occu- 
pied part of the ground which he wished to include 
in his new garden. He offered to buy it, and to pay 
for it considerably more than the value. The miller 
refused to part with it ; and declared that he would 
never leave the mill,* which had descended to him 
from his forefathers. The king himself, in one of 
his walks, conversed with the miller upon the sub- 
ject. Becoming at length irritated at the man*s ob- 
stinacy, he said to him, '* You seem not to be aware 



* Minbean, de la MoBarchle FnunMnnt 
r t Vie de Frederic II. 
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that I am the master, and that I can take by force 
what you refuse to give up to me." — " Oh," replied 
iflie miller, " you cannot frighten me in this way ; 
we have judges at Berlin !" Frederic was so pleased 
with the answer that he immediately abandoned his 
plan, and formed ^is gardens so as- not to interfere 
with the patrimony of the miller.*. 

One of the points of reform the most insisted 
upon by the Chancellor Cocceji to Frederic was, 
that no appeal to Frederic himself from the tribu- 
nals should be permitted. The inconveniences of 
this appeal to the sovereign, who was generally ig- 
norant of the circumstances of the case appealed 
upon, were m^iifold. Already in 1743, the depart- 
ment of justice had memorialized the king upon the 
disadvantages of this appeal, which they represented, 
and with reason, as adding greatly to the length of 
the suits, to the detention of the prisoners, and to the 
expenses of the causes. Frederic had then refused to 
accede to their recommendation, alleging as his rea- 
son, that if he consented to it, '* the judges would be 
able to oppress the poor people of the provinces as 
much as they liked."t At the time of the Chancellor 
Cocceji^s reform he at length agreed to the abolition 
of the appeal, which renunciation on his part did 
not, however, long continue in force. The anxiety of 
Frederic to do everjr thing by himself soon caused 
him to take a part in the petitfons and memorials 
which were sent to him against the decisions of the 
different judges. In doing this he was undoubtedly 
actuated by the best of motives, namely, that of ob- 
taining impartial justice for his people ; but the re- 
sults of his conduct were not on that account the 
le^ injurious both to the tribunals and to the suitors. 
His arbitrary manner of dealing with the sentences 
pronounced by the courts decried those who sat upon 

*Tlii«teidt,8Mnwiind«Vio(tAJwdeSM)JoiirABeriia, _ 
t Vlf defMleden 
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the judgment-seat in the eyes of the country ; and 
the impossibility, on the part of the king, to ob- 
tain a fair view of the subject under discussion, oo- 
casioned his frequently committing actual iiyustice. 
In criminal sentences Frederic was always against 
inflicting severe punishments ; and his objection to 
putting to death even the greatest criminals, which 
continued during his whole life, does infinite honour 
to his humanity. This forbearance to shed blood 
did not, however, extend to the laws which regulate^ 
the military. The Prussian discipline was of the 
strictest and harshest kind ; and symptoms of in- 
subordination were generally punished with dispro- 
portioned rigour. The barbarity of these military 
punishments, at which humanity shndders, would 
appear at first si^ht to be quite incompatible with the 
compassionate mtentions usually shown by Frede- 
ric towards criminals ; but the exaggerated notions 
of discipline in which he had been brought up ap- 

£ear, upon all points connected with the army, to 
ave extinguished entirely the better feelings of his 
nature. Perhaps (though it is not mentioned as an 
excuse) his conviction that the existence of Prussia 
depended upon her army, added to his extreme se- 
verity for military faults and crimes. Something 
must also be conceded to the natural inconsistency 
of human nature, increased by the possession of ab- 
solute sovereignty; which may have led him, though 
generally merciful, to be sometimes unreasonably 
severe. 

It is. certain, however, that few despotic sove- 
reigns (and no sovereignty was ever more despotic 
than that of Prussia in the days of Frederic, for his 
word was law in eveiy branch and every department ' 
of government, and over every subject of his king- 
dom) have ever been more careful than he was to 
prevent injustice or oppression, or more anxious to 
.mitigate, as much as he was able, criminal punish- . 
menta On the niem<N:ials also which were sent him 



1747.] LIFE OF FRBDKRIO H. HW 

against the decision of the judiies in civil suits, he 
usually wrote, when he sent them back to be reheard, 
such phrases as these : *' Do not be so harsh upon 
the poor ;" — ^** I do not choose that the lower orders 
should be oppressed ;" — ** 1 will not allow my sub- 
jects to be tyrannized over ;*' &c. Upon one occa 
sion the Chancellor Fiirst proved to the king the in 
justice of a complaint made by a peasant, and wisheiT^ 
to punish the man for having maule it ; ^ut Frederic 
replied, ** It is not m^r intention that these pooi 
peasants should be imprisoned for faults of this kind 
Though they are often in the wrong, I cannot bring 
myself not to listen to their complaints. Am I not 
their father 1"* 

The advantages resulting to the public from these 
exhibitions of humane feeling on the part of Frede- 
ric were, however, as has l^en before remarked, 
greatly overbalanced by the inconveniences to which 
his interference in the administration of the laws 
frequently gave rise. As one instance out of many 
of the gross injustice he thus unintentionally com- 
mitted, the account of the cause of the miller Ar- 
nold may be cited. This case, which made consi^V 
erable noise in Europe at the time it happened, took 
place many years after the period we are now treat- 
mgof ; but as it relates to the system of jurispru- 
dence of Frederic, it cannot be better placed than as 
an illustration of this part of his history. 

In one of the journeys which Frederic made every 
year, for the purpose of reviewing his troof^^ a mil- 
ler of the name of Arnold, living near a village in 
Pomerania, presented to him a petition, in which he 
said, *< Sire, I pay your majesty 300 rbc-dollarsf of 
rent for the water-miU which belongs to you in the 

village I inhabit ; but the Count N diverts the 

course of the water which is necessary to work the 
mill ; and I have, in consequence, neitner the meanf 

* Vie d0 Frederic II. t Abcut flAy poondi steriing . 
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of pvyvag your rent nor of existing myself." • Frede- 
ric sent the petition to the then chancellor, M. de 
Ftirst,* with this marginal note to it : *' Let justice 
be done to this miller." The cause was in conse- 
quence tried, and the miller lost it. The following 
year the miller presented another petition, stating to 
the king that he had lost his cause, but that nerer- 
theless the facts which he had before stated to his 
majesty were correct. Again Frederic sent the pe- 
tition to the chancellor with the following note : 
** Let this cause be brought before the second tribu- 
nal ; and let great care l^ taken that justice is done 
to this man." The miller again had judgment given 
against him ; and again petitioned the king, but more 
in the language of despair than of complaintf 

This last petition Frederic kept, with the view of 
endeavouring to verify the facts contained in it. For 
this purpose, he sent to the place, under other pre- 
texts, an old military officer, a man of probity ; and 
ordered him to visit the spot, and to make an exact 
report to himself alone, of every thing relating to the 

mill, and of the purposes to which the Count N 

applied the water. The officer, whose own estate 
was situated in the neighbourhood, fulfilled his com- 
mission without exciting any eusnicions, and de- 
clared to the king, at his return, tnat after having 
thoroughly examined the state of things on the spo^ 
, he was convinced that the mill could not work for 
want of water ; which want of water was occasioned 
by the diversion of the stream caused by the coimt, 
and which was therefore the cause of the miller's ruin. 

But Frederic was not content with a single testi- 
mony upon the subject. After the departure of the 
officer he had given the same commission, and in 
the same secret manner, to two other trustworthy 
persons, who also made him a similar report. 

* M. de pant cneceedad M. de Janigee as duuicellWi and was Urn* 
•elf miooeedfld by M. de Crammer, 
t Thlebanlr, SoaTeoIni de Vingt Ana de B^Jour 4 Berlta. 
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Frederie now became extremely hidignant with 
his judges. He sent for the Chancellor Furst, and 
the three judges who sat in the court of appeal. He 
received them with the greatest severity; hardly 
permitting them to utter a word in their own de- 
fence, wlule he abused them without measure for 
their injustice and viUany. He then took a pen, 
and wrote with his left hand, being at the moment 
suffering under a Hi of gout in his right, a sentence, 
which condemned the count to restore to the use of 
the miller all Uie water which the stream contained; 
to pay the costs of the suit, and a sum, by way of re- 
paration, to the miller. As soon as he had done this, 
ne recommenced his invectives against the judges ; 
told Fiirst he no longer needed his services ; ordered 
them ai to be confined in the fortress of Spandau ; 
and concluded the audience by literally kicking them 
out of the room. 

It is obvious that the conduct of the King of 
Prussia upon this occasion was neither decorous 
nor judicious, as practised towards the chief magis- 
trates of his tribunals, even supposing they had 
committed the injustice of which they were accused. 
But this was not the case. It afterward appeared 
that the lands of the count were situated lower 
down the stream than the mill; and that, conse- 
quently, he did not receive the water till after tbe 
miller had first made use of it. It is true, the count, 
for the purpose of irrigating his meadows, had made 
new channels for the stream, and thus, by increas- 
ing the rapidity of its descent, had left the original 
bed lower than was convenient for the purposes of 
the miller ; so that those persons wlio made their 
report to Frederic were correct in stating that it 
was the count's proceedings which had injured the 
miller. At the same time, the judges were entirely 
Justified in the decision they had conie to; it being 
a principle of jurisprudence, that a man has a right 
to do what he pleases with a stream which pabsed 
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through hi9 lands^ provided he does not take it away 
from proprietors living below him. Of course it 
was at the same time perfectly in the power of the 
miller to have remedied the inconvenience lie com- 
plained of, by damming up the water to the height 
that was sufficient for his own purposes. 

These violent proceedings of Frederic made a 
great sensation, not only in his own dominions, bat 
throughout Europe. The lawyers of Berlin and 
the ministers of Frederic all took the part of the 
disgraced magistrates ; but the king refused to listen 
to them. At length, more than six months after 
the affair had happened, Frederic read an account 
of the transaction in the ^ Afmales PoUtiques" of 
Linguet, in which the whole matter was so ably and 
clearly discussed that he at once saw the error he 
had committed. In consequence he forthwith re- 
leased the judges from Spandau, and restored them 
to their seats on the bench; all except the chan- 
cellor, with whom he had other causes for being 
dissatisfied, and who remained in disgrace. But it 
was not possiUe for the king, however much he 
might wish it, to repair the evil he had done. It 
was long before the tribunals of Brandenburgh re- 
covered any thing like feelings of independence. 
Judges who knew themselves liable to be personally 
insulted by an absolute monarch for their decisions, 
were not likely to think so much of the justice of 
the cases that came before them, as of deciding 
them in the way which might be the least likely to 
drine upon them similar indignities. And suitors 
could not be expected to look either with respect or 
'confidence towards magistrates who had been or 
might be so treated by their sovereign. 

Thiebault mentions (as a remarkable instance 
of the power of Frederic over himself, with regard 
to outward 'appearances) that he himself passed 
the very evening on which the scene with the judges 
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had taken place» with the king.* As they went out 
at one door, Thiebault entered at another ; and found 
the king tranquilly seated in his arm-chair, who dis* 
cussed with him various subjects of literature tind 
philosophy, without appearing more agitated or ex« 
cited than usual. 

In one point of view, and one alone, the anecdote 

of the miller, from its being so extensively known, 

had a beneficial effect. It greatly increased the. 

popularity of Frederic among the lower orders of 

his subjects, by proving to them how much their 

representations and complaints to him were attended 

to. It also had, of course, the effect of making those 

complaints much more numerous. One of them 

became the occasion of showing both the king and 

one of his judges in a very advantageous point of 

Yiew. A peasant presented to the king a petition 

against a decision of the tribunal of justice. The 

man, it would appear, had no reason on his side, but 

Frederic thought otherwise, and therefore sent an 

order to the tribunal to revise their sentence. The 

cause was heard a second time, and the decision 

was the same as at first. Again the king sent it 

back to the tribunal, who confirmed their former 

judgments. Upon this Frederic became angry, and 

' returned the sentence to Miinchausen, the president 

of the tribunal, with these Words written beneath 

it, " lU-examined into ; ill-considered ; ill-decided.** 

Mimchausen repUed with all the forms of respect, 

but with these remarkable words : ** My head is at 

your disposal, but not my conscience, which obhges 

me to declare that the judgment ought to continue 

as it has been given.** Frederic at first was angry at 

the president's boldness ; but fiQding, upon further 

inquiry, he was in the right, he wrote nim a letter 

applauding his firmness, and gave him an increase 

of salary.f 

* Thiebault, SouTenirs de Vingt Am de Sijour 4 Berlin 
t Fredflxie 1» Grand. See. 
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la the couree of this jeBT (1747), we find that 
Frederic was dangerously ill ; for in a letter to Vol- 
taire* he says, ^I have had serious thoughts of 
d3ring, having had a slight attack of apoplexy ; my 
constitution and my youth recalled me to life.** 
Though this account would seem sufficiently alarm- 
ing, it does not appear that It had any ulterior con- 
sequences. 

It was also during this year that two of the most 
intimate of the"" friends of Frederic first entered his 
service,— -Field-marshal Keith, and his elder brother, 
Earl Marischal. The two brothers had both been 
engaged in the rebellion of 1715 ;t to which they 
had ^en principally driven by the slights put upon 
them by the Duke of Argyll, who, upon the acces- 
sion of George the First, became sul-powerful in 
Scotland. Marshal Keith first entered the service 
of Spain, and subsequently that of Russia. His 
reasons for leaving the latter will be best under- 
stood by a perusal of his own letter to his brother 
upon this subject. It is dated Potsdam, 28th Octo- 
ber, 1747.t 

^ As soon as I got aboard my ship in the bay of 
Riga, I wrote to my dearest brother to put him out of 

Eain ; but it was not then time to give you a full re- 
gion of every thing that had happened to me from 
Four departure from Mittau till then ; but now that 
am happily' clear, I shall give you as exact an ac- 
count as I can call to memory, of all the chicanes 

* Dated «U February, 1747. 

t Douglas's Scotcb Peeraga.— Eloge de Milord Maresehal, par 
D'AIembert. 

} This letter, which has nwer yet been published, is presenred, as 
well as several others whieh I shall have occasion aofaseqaently to quote 
from, in the collection or MS. letters relating to the fhmlly of KeKh, in 
the possession of the honourable Admiral neming. Fbr the permis- 
sion to make use of them I am indebted to the kindness of Lsdy Keith 
(Countess de Flahault). The letter here given in the text is an auto> 
graph letter of the marshal's. As he appears, in some parts of it, to 
nave forgotten hi* Engluth^ I have endeavoured to restore the grajmmati- 
eal construction of those sentences ; but without in any degree altering 
their meaninc. 
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i went through from the malice of Bestonchef. 
You know, on the refusal you met with, I resolved 
absolutely to quite the Russian service ; but it beinf? 
then the season of the campaign, which is always 
reckoned there till the 15th October, I delayed give- 
ing my petition till winter ; about the beginning of 
which I got account that a. very considerable corps 
would certainly march to Flanders or the Rhine in 
the beginning of the following year. 

*' As I then commanded the troops in Livonia, the 
only ones which could be employed in that expedi- 
tion, I made no doubt but the command would fall 
to me ; not supposing they would take my division 
from me, to give it to another, just when it was going 
to enter on action ; and what confirmM me more in 
this idea was, that on the forming the winter quarters. 
Field-marshal Lacy haveing proposed to the colledge 
of war that I should go to Revel, and command that 
part of the division which was to ^o to £stland, 
while he commanded those who remam'd in Livonia, 
I was ordered to remain in Riga. This confirmM 
me in my former opinion ; but the refusal was only 
designed tO give me the mortification to see the divi- 
sion deliverM to P. Repnin in my presence. 

** In the month of December F. M. Lacy was called 
to Petersburg, and then the march became publlck. 
1 received compliments from several there, and all 
the officers of the army did the like. You may be- 
lieve I did not accept of them. I was sure my 
friend Bestoucheff wouM do his utmost to hinder it, 
as well as my Lord Hyndford ; whom I suspected 
at that time to doe me in particular ill offices, of 
which I have been convinced since, for he endeav- 
oured to make F. M. Lacy believe that I spoke ill 
of him. 1 wrote to some of my friends at court to 
know who wouM have the command ; to which 
they answered, it was designed for P. Repnin: 
though I know he*s a good officer, yet as he was 
gouvernour to the great duke, and great master of 
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the artillery, both employments requiring the prei 
ence of person, and that I knew besides that he was 
no great friend of BestouchefTs, I cou'd hardly be« 
lieve the news ; but the last reason was just what 
got him the commission: the chancellor did not 
care to see one who was not entirely at his devotion 
so near the great duke ; and as he had his eye on 
one Tchoglokof, who is married to a relation of the 
empresses, and is without despute the silliest fellow 
in the empire, he wanted to get the other at a dis- 
tance. 

^ As soon as I knew this, which was in the end of 
Jan'y, I desired my demission^ and at the same time 
Mrrote to Bestoucheff, that as he had assured me, in 
the letter where he refused you the permission to 
live in Russia, that on a proper occasion he would 
employ all his credit in ray favour, I was perswaded 
he wou^d think this the properest one, smce it was 
to procure me my cong6. 

^ He wrote me a long answer, of which I shall send 
you a copy as soon as I return to Berlin, in which 
he told me that it was not his fault you had not been 
received ;ythat if you had desired to make your 
peace with the King of England, the empress wouM 
with pleasure have employed her intrest with him 
to that effect, and afterwards would have been ex- 
tremely pleasM to have seen you, not only in her 
dominions, but also in her service. He then told 
me Prince Repnin was to march with the auxiliary 
troops, which was intirely done out off regafrd to 
me, who was a person so necessary, that they could 
not let me go out of the empire, where I was abso- 
lutely necessary to defend the frontires against an 
unquiet neighbour. And you must know, for thi% 
defence there was to remain three regiments of foot, 
and some poor dragoons. He then told me, I had 
Asked my demission too late ; that the army was iu 
motion, and therefore the campaign begun ; but that 
if I persisted in my resolution till next winter quar- 



1747.] UFB OP FREDSIUO H. 308 

ten, I should surely have it. After which he Jet 
me know, that I had been something^ too well paid 
the services I had done ; but that if I would stay I 
might expect preferment, grati6catious, &c. I shall 
send you likewise my answer, which was, that I 
was willing to stay till the winter, since he thought 
I had ask'd too late, as therf is indeed an ordormancej 
that officers must aske their discharge by the first 
of January; and mine was dated the 30th of that 
month ; but that I expected positively it would be 
given me when that time came. To this I had an- 
swer, that he was sorry his friendly advices had not 
better effect ; and that as the affair did not regard 
his department, that for the future I shouM address 
to the college of war. 

^ Some while after, I delivered up t6 Repnin the 
foot, except three regiments, with whom and the 
horse I continued : but this they thought still too 
much, and therefore I got another order to give up 
the whole horse to Lt. General Liven, and to re* 
main with the command of two regiments of land 
mUice, on which I got my white coat made ; and 
this was my division, as genl. \tl chief. But finding 
I had no answer from the colledge of war, I wrote 
a letter, in the end of May, to Genl. Apraxin, to 
know if I was really to continue my service till the 
winter, because, otherwise, I wanted to dispose of 
my equipage, which cost me considerably to main- 
tain : to which he answered, that the empress had 
orderM it to be given me, and that he would send it 
as soon as possible. 

''At the same time one of nnrfriends at Petersburgh 
•wrote to me that my conge was ready, but that I 
could not receive it till I had signM some paper, the 
contents of which he did not know ; and that he was 
well informM that if I refused to sign it, the resolu- 
tion was taken to arrest me. You know what that 
signifies. Some days after he wrote me another 
billet-^that my discharge was sent to the F. Marshall 
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with a reverse that I should never senre* directly oi 
indirectly, against Russia ; and that if I refused, that 
the feldt»marshal should arrest me. While I was 
reading the billet an adjutant came, desiring I should 
go to the F. M. I found the poor man in the great- 
est consternation possible : be had the auditor-gene- 
ral with him, and another, as witnesses. He told 
me my demission was on the table, but that he had 
an order from the colledge of war not to deliver it 
to me till I had signed another paper. 1 desired they 
might be read to me. The demission was a simple 
one, in the ordinary form, signed by the empress the 
first of July : the order of the colledge of war, of the 
fourth, to exclude me out pf the army; and which 
was abready pubUshed to the commissariate and bu- 
reau of provisions, that I might receive no more pay 
nor forage. 

^ When they were both read, 1 told the F. M. that 
I was visibly already out of the Russian service, both 
by the empresse's demission and the colledge's order : 
I could not see on what pretence they could impose 
laws on a British subject, who might serve when 
and where he would : on which the F. M. beggM me 
to consider of it. I said it was a scandalous paper ; 
to which he answered that it was indeed scandalous 
for those who imposed it. As I had no mind to make 
the journey to Siberia, I desired it might be read to 
me. The contents were, that I promised never to 
serve, directly nor indirectly, gainst Russia ^ and 
tikat if I faird, I submitted to be judged by the Rus- 
sian mihtary articles. As soon as I heara it read, I 
told the general-auditor that I was ready to sign it 
immediately ; because I knew the articles too well. 
not to be sure that there was not any one that forbid 
a free Englishman, as I <hen was, to serve in what 
manner I would : on which I signed the paper ; and 
giving it back to the auditor, I told him that if ever 
they took me alive serveing against Russia, I was 
wimng they should make a new article to condemn 
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me. I was rery sorry for what I had said, and I 
saw the F. M. was no less ; for I was sure the fellow 
wouM write it immediately to Apraxin, who would 
draw consequences from it that might be dangerous ; 
but as I had my demission and passport, I resolved 
to prevent them ; and haveing found an English ship 
ready to'sail, I took my passage aboard for England, 
being afraid to come here directly by land, for fear 
of being arrested in Courland. 

** In this manner I got clear of the Russian domin 
ions, but had a very bad passage to the Sound, nine* 
teen days* contrary wind and blowing weather; for 
which I was not sorry, for this gave me a pretext 
of (pitting my Englishman at the Sound, and de- 
claring that 1 woidd go by land through Holland. 
They were very inquisitive at Copenhagen if my real 
intention was to go to England ; and the Duke of 
Sonderbourg made me overtures of entering into that 
service. As soon as I got on shore in Denmark I 
vnrote a letter to the King of Prussia, offering him 
my service, .and soon after set out for Hambour^, 
where I received a very gracious answer, on whicn 
I went straight to Berlin, where two days after my 
arrival he declared me field-marshal of his army. 
As he stay'd only one day more there, I had no reso- 
lution more. Baron Maidefelt had already told me 
that I was to have 8000 crowns a year, with which 
I can live easier here than with twelve in Russia, 
where our immense equipages eat up all our income ; 
and I find I have really more than for one : therefore 
consider what a pleasure it would be to me to share 
it with my dearest brother. I know it would not be 
in the least disagreeable to the king, and even quite 
the contrary ; but in some posts C<» Rothembourg, 
who is almost as impatient to see you as I am, will 
write to you more fully on this subject. 

** I have now the honour, and, which is stiU more, 
the pleasure of being with the king at Potsdam, 
where he ordered me to come two days after he de* 
. I.— A A 



elared me field-marshal; where I haye the honom 
lo dine and axxp with him almost every .day. He has 
more wit than I have wit to tell you ; speaks solidly 
aqd knowingly on all kind of subjects; and 1 am 
much mistaken if, with the experience of four cam- 
paigns, he is not the best officer of his army* He 
has several persons with whom he lives in almost 
the familiarity of a friend, but no favourite ; and has 
a natural politeness for everybody who is about him* 
For one who has been four days about his peicson, 
you will say I pretend to know a great deal of his 
character; but what I tell you, you may depend 
upon: — with more time I shall know as much of 
bim as he will let me know ; and all his ministry 
knows no more. Adieu, my dearest brother. £very 
week you shall have a letter from me» but not so 
long as this.*^ 

Field^marsbal Keith continued to enjoy the favour, 
confidence, and intimacy of his sovereign till his 
glorious death during the seven years' war. He 
appears to have been a man of great imlitary ability, 
to which were united a simplicity and amiability of 
character which caused him to be universaHy be* 
loved. The attachment of the two brothers was alsQ 
of the most intimate and beautiful kind. Of this the 
natural consequence was, that Lord Marisdial soon 
followed the marshal into the service of the King of 
Prussia. Lord Marischal seems to have possessed 
a cultivated mind, and to have been fuU of amiable 
and kindly feelings. Frederic soon made him his 
intimate friend; and Lord Marischal returned the 
king's friendship by a devoted admiration and love 
fpr him, which never varied. Frederic appears to 
have felt and appreciated these qualities of his char-^ 
acter, as there is no one of his friends to whom he 
appears to have been so invariabfy kind and atten? 
tive, He appointed Lord Marischal, in 1750, bis am- 
bassador extraordinary to France, gave him the order 
4f the ms^ck Eagle, and made hiin governor of NeuJ^ 
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chatel. This latter situation does not appear to ha^ 
suited him, as there exist several letters from him to 
his'brother. detailing to him the inconveniences he 
suffered while residing at NeufchateL* 

In 1759 he was sent hy the King of Prussia as his 
ambassador to the court of Madrid ; jvhere, having 
had the good fortune to discover the existence of the 
fomily compact between the different branches of 
the house of Bourbon, he communicated the intelli- 
gence to Mr. Pitt, who was then in the English gov- 
ernment This service was considered so important 
that he shortly afterward received a pardon from 
Gfeorge the Second. He upon this returned to Eng- 
land, and obtained an act of parliament reversing his 
attainder in a limited manner. He repurchased, in 
consequence, part of his family estates, and remained 
in England till 1764. He had intended to have fixed 
Ids residence in Scotland, but the repeated entreaties 
of his royal friend for his return to Berlin induced 
him to al^ndon this resolution. Upon one occasion 
Frederic, after imploring him to come back to Prus- 
sia, concluded by saying, *' If I had a fleet I would 
come and carry you off b^ force.** Lord Marischal, 
in consequence, settled himself under the protection 
of his former patron and friend, whose favour he 
continued to enjoy till the end of his long and hon- 
ourable life. 

In the year 1777 a traveller thus speaks of him :-— 
** We dined almost every day with Lord Marischal, 
who was then eight]^-five years old, and wajs still as 
young in body and mind as ever. The kmg had given 
him a house at the end of the garden of Sans Souci, 
and went frequently to see him in it. He had dis- 
pensed with his dining with him, as his health would 
not permit him to remain long at table. He was the 
only one of all those who had been in favour with 
the king who could really be called his friend, and 

* MS. LeCten firom E«r1 M aEriachal to Fleld-inanhal KeHb, in fte 
CiiMctfan of Um Boo. Admina FlflOiliic. 
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who was devotedly attached to his person. The 
kingt who was alive to friendship, had remarked this 
disposition in him, and had set so much value upon 
it, that there never was any person for whom he had 
shown so much attention, deference, and affection 
Everybody, in consequence, paid their court to him 
He was' never called any thing else but the kinff'* 
friend ; and indeed he alone merited the title, for he 
had always stood well with him without flattering 
him/'* Lord Marischal died the year after this ac- 
count of him was written. 

The next two years in the life of Frederic offer 
but few interesting events of a public nature. The 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, to the completion 
of which the King of Prussia contributed by his ne- 
gotiations, put an end to the war which had for many 
years continued between the united kingdoms of 
France and Spain on the one part, and England, Sar- 
dinia, Holland, and the empress-queen on the other. 
From the contracting powers at this treaty Frederic 
received the guarantee of Silesia and of the county 
of Glatz. 

The Russian government about this time increased 
its mititary forees, and seemed at one moment in- 
clined to attack Prussia; but these hostile intentions 
were for the present warded off by means of nego- 
tiations.! The pretext of Russia for these threats of 
disturbing the peace of Europe was the alleged evil 
intentions of Sweden with regard to that power; in- 
tentions which were supposed to be fomented by the 
Kinjg of Prussia. In order to exculpate himself from 
these accusations, as well as to avert a war; Fred- 
eric wrote a letter to King George the Second of 
England, explaining his own conduct, and requesting 
the mediation of that monarch. '* Ready and dis- 
posed as I am,^ says Frederic, <' to take any siep$ 
^>^% may be necessary, I olFer with much pleasure 

* Datena, Voyagenr qui «e fepoae. 
t Vie de Frederic Q. 
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to enter into all the measures which yonr majesty 
Bhall judge proper for the maintenance of peace ; 
and I am convinced that his most Christian majesty, 
who is as zealous as myself for the preservation 
of the peace of Europe and the tranquillity of the 
northern provinces, will join his efforts to ours, in 
order that we may conciur efficaciously towards this 
object."* 

The court of Vienna was not behind that of Peters- 
burg in assuming a warlike attitude : new regiments 
were raised, and the principles of the Prussian tac 
tics were introduced intathe Austrian army. Fred- 
eric easily perceived that all these preparations were 
eventually to be directed against himself; and he 
therefore determined, while using all his endeavours 
to procure peace, to be also prepared for war. With 
this view he hastened to put fnto execution his plans 
of amelioration iii the different branches of his gov- 
ernment ; l)y means of which he expected to obtain 
greater pecuniary resources, as well as a more for- 
midable military force. 

The department of the finances had been placed 
upon an exact and simple footing by Frederic Wil- 
liam ; but his son much improved it. The revenue 
of the state in the Prussian dominions consisted prin- 
cipally in the produce of the royal domains ; in the 
tolls and customs payable at the entrance and egress 
of all the towns, and on the canals and rivers ; in 
the excise, the lottery, the monopoly of tobacco and 
of coffee; and th^ establishment of the post-office 
for letters, and post-horses. Of direct taxes there 
existed hardly any.f In the administration of these 
various branches of the revenue Frederic, with the 
advice of different financiers whom he called to his 
aid, established a system so clear, so simple, and at 
die same time so effectual, that he greatly augmented 

* Letter of the King of Pniaaia to tlie King of England, dated 18tb 
^vch, 1740. 
I fhlebault, Soarenin de Vlngt Ana de S^joar A Berlin. 
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his revenues, without any additionid burthen upoD 
his subjects. During the latter years of the reign 
of Frederic, the revenues of the state are supposed 
to have amounted to about four millions sterling; 
nearly, if not quite, double what they were in the 
reign of Frederic William. 

Nor was it only in the manner of perception of the 
public dues that Frederic sought for an mcrease of 
income. He was also constantly employed in de- 
vising improyements by means of alterations in the 
duties; by taking them off from some commodities, 
and thereby increasing their consumption ; and add- 
ing them to others in a way which cUd not diminish 
their sale. These experiments were not always 
successful, though they frequently were: but un^ 
doubtedly, towards the end of his long reign, Fred- 
eric had arrived, as far as any sovereign ever did, at 
perfection in that part of finance which consists in 
the extracting as much as possible from the people, 
without overburthening or impoverishing them ; and 
receiving into the royal coffers the sums so extracted 
with the least possible deductions. 

In a poor country like Prussia, possessed only of 
small natural resources, it was undoubtedly wise to 
impose as few direct taxes as possible ; and it was 
the same circumstance which induced the sovereigns 
of that country, knowing that they could not con- 
siderably increase their imposts, to endeavour to 
have always a considerable treasure by them, in case 
of war or other emergencies. T^ards the end of 
his reign the treasure of Frederic, preserved in the 
vaults of the palace of Berlin, amounted to about 
tweive millions sterling. Besides this sum, Frederic 
had also a smaller treasure, which remained with 
him at Potsdam, called "Z«a ChatouUle^^^ and which 
amounted to about two millions and a half. From 
this last sum Frederic was accustomed to take what- 
ever money he wanted for his buildings, pictures, 
trinkets, or other objects of luxury relative tQ his 
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own person. There were also some other establish* 
ments which were paid out of this fund. TbiebauU 
says it was curious each year,' on the 2d or 3d of 
June, to see the carts arrive at the palace at Ber« 
Inv filled with little barrels of sihrer, which were to 
be deposited in the vaults with the rest of the treasure. 
This treasure was under the care of an old non*com« 
missioned officer of great integrity, who alone had 
tiie key of it.* 

. But the system of excises and customs, in which 
the Prussian revenue consisted, had also its incon- 
veniences, from the quantity of oustom-house officers 
and fiscal personages with whom the country was 
inundated, and the severe jneasures to which they 
were frequently obliged to have recourse. The fiscal 
regulations extended as it would appear, even to the 
royal family; at least the following ludicrous anec- 
dote would lead us to imagine so :-— 

When the Prihcess Elizabeth of Brunswick-f was 
confined in the fortress of Custrin she received from 
her mother, the Duchess of Brunswick, as a new<» 
year's gift, a gown of Lyons silk4 The custom- 
house officer of the town, who was a Frenchman, 
brought the packet himself to the castle, and insisted 
upon opening and visiting it, on the ground of obe- 
dience to the king's orders, and the necessity of exe- 
cuting his duties with fidelity. The princess, having 
repeatedly forbid his touching her gown, and ordered 
him to leave the room, at length gave him a box on 
the ear. 'Upon this the man retired, and drew up an 
elaborate complaint to the king upon the subject. 
Frederic sent it back to the chief of the customs, 
with Uiis postscript : — ** In this affair the loss of the 
4uties fa^ upon me ; the piece of silk must remain 

* Thiebault, SouTenlra de Vingt Ana de S^joar A Berlin. 

t Daogtater of the Duchess of Branswiek, dster o Ftvderie. She 
had been nnarried to Frederie William, the heir to the throne ofPnisais 
tfterward Frederic William the Second, flrom whom ahe bad been dl 
vorced on acoount of her niaconduet 

t Thiebault, BottTenin 4a Tmft Ana da a6|o» A BerliQ. 
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with the princess, and the box on the ear with him 
who received it. As to the pretended disgrace in- 
curred, I relieve the complainant from it ; for it can 
never be supposed that the hand of a beautiful and 
agreeable princess can dishonour the face of a cus« 
torn-house officer.*'* 

One of the points of internal aipelioration to 
which Frederic devoted the most attention during 
his reign was the establishment of colonies in differ- 
ent parts of his territories, which had hitherto re- 
mained barren and desert-f He was deeply sensible 
of the necessity of increasing the population of his 
dominions, as well for the purpose of recruiting his 
armies as for the improvement of his financisu ore- 
sources. He saw in these colonies the source of ad- 
ditions both to his riches and his power; and he there- 
fore spared neither pains nor expense to settle them, 
and make them flourish.^ With this view, colonists 
were invited from all parts of Europe, and were 
settled in great numbers in the Prussian states. 
Frederic was at the expense of building villages for 
them, and stocking them with livestock, agricultural 
implements, and tools for different trades ; and of ad- 
vancing small sums of money to set the colonists up. 

In many instances these establishments flourished 
greatly: m some, the individuals composing them 
were too idle to improve the lands which it was 
intended to bring Into cultivation, and, consequently, 
only continued to exist in misery, and to occasion 
fresh expenses to their founder. Sometimes the 
colonists, who were . collected from all parts, and 
frequently without sufficient examination as to their 
characters, turned out to be persons of bad and tur- 
bulent dispositions^ who excited their companions 
to idleness and insubordination.^ Occasionally 

* OtaenratioM aw les ArmAem de n Mi^Joat^ Pnuntenne) avee quel 
qaaa Anecd^tea de la Via ptiw^ de ee MoBaiqii& 
t ViedarrederioII. 

i Thiebaolt, SouTenira de Vmgt Ana de 86Janr i Beriin. 
i MUrabaaii» da t« MaaaroHie Fmaaicnna 
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actual rebellions took place in colonies, from the 
refusal of the inhabitants to work : and upon more 
than one occasion a detachment of the military was 
obliged to be sent against them. Bot Frederic 
always gave especial orders that no severity should 
be used towards them, tmless it was found to be ab- 
solutely necessary. 

Upon the whole, the instances in which the colo* 
nies were not successful would appear to bear ))ut 
a small proportion as compared witn those that suc- 
ceeded ; nor would it seem that the causes of their 
failure were at all attributable to any defect in the 
system of colonizing pursued b}' Frederic. Accu- 
rate reports of the state of the different colonies, 
which exhibited all the details of the progress they 
had made, of their actual ccmdition, and future pros* 
peets, were made to the chamber of domains twice 
in every year. The result of these reports was 
annually presented to the king, who examined it with 
care and attention, and made remarks upon it.* 

The extreme kindness of Frederic in listening to 
the complaints of the colonists was very remarkable, 
even as c(»npared with that which he invariably 
showed to all the lower orders of his subjects. Of 
hjs attention to the peasants in their demands for 
justice several instances have been already given ; 
and to these may be added one or two anecdotes, out 
of many, in proof of his undeviating attention to 
their wants and wishes.. When he ascended the 
throne, great numbers of the cultivators of the soil 
were serfs, who were subject by law to their feudal 
lordis ; and who were also incapable of possessing 
any property of what kind soever, or even of mar* 
rying, without the permission of their masters^ 
Frederic determined, if possible, to put an end to 
this degrading and disgraceful state of things ; but, 
in so doing, he found great obstacloa, not only on 
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die part of the feudal lords, bat also from the peas- 
ants themselYes, who were so sunk in ignorance 
that they dreaded any change. He commenced, 
however, his ameliorations in the wisest way; 
namely, by giving up all the rights of servitude over 
the peasants on the domains of the crown. His 
example was, by degrees, followed by various Prus» 
sian proprietors; and finally, in 1766, when he 
thought his people were better*- prepared for it, he 
abolished servitude throughout his dominions by a 
specif edict. 

Whenever, by givingtip hia own rights, Frederic 
thought he could ^nefit his peasantry, ne was alwajra 
ready to do so. The King of Prussia had the appoiplp 
meht in himself oi ail the ministers of religioa 
throughout his dominions ; and the choice of them 
was generally delegated by him to the body of clergy 
called the Grand Consistory. If, however, the 
peasants of any village objected to the minister 9^ 
pointed by the consistory, Frederic almost invariably 
allowed them to choose one for themselves, provided 
he was a person of good character. If the coiii- 
sistory complained, as was frequently the case, 
Frederic used to moderate their wish for patronage 
by such answers as the foUomng, which were those 
sent by him upon three separate occasions :— - 

** Good character id the principal thing that should 
be regarded in a village pastor. If he pleases the 
peasants, do not trouUe them about it" 

** His majesty has no vrish to prevent the eoiogte' 
^tions from choosing the pastor they like best, since 
it is to them he is to preach ; provided always* they 
select a man of good morals and irreproachabte 
conduct." 

** I will not have the peasants annoyed about their 
clergy and their schoolmasters : on the contrary, it 
is my intention that you should give them those they 
wish to have, provided there is nothing to be said 
against their conduct.** 
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At all hours and in all places, Frederic was aci- 
cessMe to the peasants who came to make com«- 
plaints or requests to him. Every peasant who 
entered Potsdam was asked whether he came to see 
the king. If, when the report from the gates was 
brought to Frederic, he saw that a peasant who had 
declared his intention of seeing him had not asked 
for an audience, he immediately sent one of his 
attendants after him, who was directed to follow him, 
if he had already left the town. When he found 
him, he was to ask him why he had not ^presented 
himself to the king, and, if his not having done so 
proc<»eded from timidity, to encourage him to return. 
Every peasant who saw Frederic returned home 
delighted with his interview with him, even if it had 
not been a successful one to his wishes ; so' full of 
kindness, consolation, and protection were his words 
and manner. In spite of his love of sarcasm and 
pleasantry, he was never known to indulge in them 
at the expense of one of these poor people. The 
natural consequence of this considerateness and 
attention of the king towards the lower orders was 
an unbounded atta<uiment on their part towards 
him ; whom they regarded, with truth, as their father 
and their friend. 

During one of Frederic's journeys through Silesia, 
the wife of a peasant, near Breslau, had presented 
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to him a basket of fruit ; and had been so touched 
by the kindness With which he received it, that she 
determined to send him another the next year to 
Potsdam. She accompanied the offering with- ihe 
following letter : — 

'^Most dear, and most clement, our lord the 
king, 
'' As our fruit has not succcbded better this year 
than the last, you must condescend to receive it 
such as it is. I and my husband have picked out 
the best we could find, and we have piacked it up as 
well as we were able with straw and hay. We hope 
you will eat it in good health. May God give you 
a long life, in order that you may be able to come 
and see us for many years to come. I will always 
keep the best I have for you. I and my husband 
entreat you, therefore, to regard us with favour; 
especially because our little bit of land produces less 
than it did, and that we have a debt upon it of 190 
' crowns, ten groschen, and six fenins. Moreover, we 
commend you to the protection of Almighty God ; 
and we shall be, till death, and for ever, of youi 
majesty, 

** The faithful and devoted subjects, 

^ I and my husband.'^ 

To this communication Frederic replied thus :-«- 

** Good mother, 
'' I am much obliged to you for your fine fruit. 
If God grants life and health to me, I will return and 
see you a year hence. Keep something for me in 
order that I may find it when I come to yod. With 
regard to what you tell me of your little bit of land 
being charged with a debt of IdO crowns, ten gros- 
chen, and six fenins, that is really a bad business. 

* Yi* de Fndeiio H. 
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Vou should be very economical, otherwise your 
affairs will go back instead of advancing. I send you 
herewith 200 crowns, which I have abo packed up 
as well as I was able. Pay your debts with them, 
and free your bit of land. Take care to economize 
as much as you are able : this is a counsel which I 
give you seriously, as your attached king, 

" Fredebic.** 

It would be endless to quote the numerous similar 
acts of kindness performed by Frederic towards the 
poor and needy^ of his subjects. He endeavoured by 
every means in his power to ameliorate their con> 
dition ; and if he ever failed in so doing, it was not, 
at least, from want of inclination. It was from the 
bottom of his heart he spoke when he expressed 
those beautiful sentiments to the Bishop of Yar- 
mia : — ** Believe me, if I knew every thing, if I could 
read every thing myself, and answer every one my- 
self, all my subjects should be happy ; but, alas I I 
am but a man !V 

In spneaking of the measures adopted by Frederic 
for the improvement or happiness of his subjects, the 
great magazines for com established by him in most 
of the to^ns of his dominions must not be omitted. 
By means of these he was enabled to guard against 
the failure of crops in districts which, from their 
natural sterility, were especially liable to such a ca- 
lamity. Nor was their use less in time of war, when 
they were employed for the provisioning of the 
army, who were tnus supported without occasioning 
any inconvenience to the inhabitants of the country. 
Upon one occasion, Frederic, during a severe famine 
in Saxony, was enabled, by means of his stores of 
com, which were not wanted in his own territories, 
to feed the whole of that country till the pressure 
of distress was past By means of this pmdent fore- 
right, as wise as it was humane, Frederic was also 
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Able, even when no actual scareity wat tfppfeheoded, 
80 to regulate the price of com as to pFevent it from 
rising beyond the means of the lower orders* The 
magazines were filled when com was yery cheap; 
when the price seemed likely to rise too high, a cer* 
tain portion of the ro3ral stores was thrown into the 
market, and thus kept it down to a fair lereL* 

It would be, perhaps, useless to enter into any 
minute detail of the various branches of manufacture 
which Frederic, during the course of his reign, en- 
deavonred to introduce into his dominions. Upon 
all of them he spent large sums of money, and in 
most instances was successfuli not in obtaining any 
remuneration for himself, b«t in b^iefiting his sub* 
Jects, by opening for them new sources of industry 
and prosperity. The manufacture of china was one 
entirely of his creation. The workmen were ob- 
tained from Dresden, and the expenses of the estab- 
lishment were paid by ro3ral money. The establish- 
ment soon prospered, and has ever since continued 
to do so : and the clay now made use of for Berlin 
china surpasses in whiteness that of the rest of 
Europe. Woollen manufactures were also introduced 
by Frederic; while the estabUshment at Spandau 
for the making of arms, which was instituted by his 
father, was greatly augmented by him. Later in his 
reign, principally^when the Count Hertzberg was his 
minister, he established the manufacture of silk, 
which succeeded to a considerable extent.t 

Detlermined as Frederic was to rale by himself, 
and, as it were, in his own person, over idl the de- 
partments of govemment, he was yet more peculiarly 
so with regud to every thing connected with the 
military service.^ There existed, it is true, at Ber 
lin, a minister of war; but his duties were confine? 
to the subaltern detail of providing for the lodging 

* Thiebault, SooTenira de Vingt Am de S^joor i Berlin. 

r Mirabeaoi de la Monarelile FniMieiiiw. ^ Vie de FndKie H 
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proYimoiM, and clothing of the army, wiHiout ever 
•presuming to exercise any authority or any patron-, 
age.* 

It was the intention of Frederic, as much from 
pohcy as from inclination, that the military should 
he considered the first order in the state.' Iti a coun- 
try like Pmssia, possessing no natural defences, and 
surrounded by more powerful neighbours than her- 
self, and depending, therefore, for her safety entirely 
upon the bayonets of her soldiers, this pre-eminence 
was, perhaps, necessary, at all events not unnatural. 
In order to make it the morf complete^ Frederic 
was hiihself always a soldier. He never appeared 
except in a military uniform ; and moreover was ac- 
customed, from time to time, in imitation of his father, 
to exercise his soldiers himself; in other words, to 
perform the office of a drill sergeant. His brother, 
and the other princes of his family, were also ex- 
pected to occupy themselves in the same manner. 

But though the pre-eminence of the military was 
established and acknowledged throughout the Prus- 
sian dominions, so excellent was the discipline es- 
tablished by Frederic, that the peaceable citizens had v 
never to complain of any exactions or outrages ex- 
ercised towards them either by soldiers or officers. 
One excellent regulation of Frederic with regard to 
his army was the enabling persons of all ranks to 
rise equally to the highest situations, provided they 
had merit ; a rule the more admirable, as it was in 
direct opposition with that established by other 
despotic sovereigns* and which prevailed over the 
greater part of Europe at that time. How tenacious 
Frederic wa» of enforcing his own more liberal, as 
well as more rational view of 'miUtary promotion, 
may be gathered from . the following anecdote. A 
Hanoverian count wrote to the King of Prussia, re-, 
questing him to receive his son into his army, and to 

* TUoteidt, SoaTBBin di Yliiac Am de Bf|aar A BnUu 
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make him at once an officer, in favour of his high 
birth. Frede|*ic thought this a very ridiculous pre- 
tension, and dictated, in consequence, the following 
answer : — 

" Your letter of the 23d of May has informed me 
of the request you make to me on the subject of 
your son. But I am obliged to tell you, that I have 
long forbid any counts being received ^aa such into 
my army ; for when they have served one or two 
years, they retire; and merely make their -short 
military career a subject of vain boasting. If your 
son wishes to serve, the title of pount can be of no 
use to him; but he will be promoted if he learns his 
profession well." y 

Postscript in the king's own hand : — 
. '*,Young counts, who have learned nothing, are the 
most ignorant people in all countries. In England, 
the king's son begins by being a sailor on board a 
ship, in order to learn the mauGeuvres belonging to 
that service. If it should miraculously happen that 
a count could be good for any thing, it must be by 
banishing all thoughts about his titles and his birth, 
for these are only follies. Every thing depends 
upon personal merit. 

" Fbedbwc."* 

As the population of his own territories was not 
sufficient to supply^he necessary reinforcements for 
his army, the King of Prussia was obliged to have 
recourse to other means for this purpose.f With 
this view, recruiting parties of Prussian officers 
were sent to different parts of Europe, generaUy in 
disguise ; whose business it was to try and persuade 
the inhabitants of the countries where they were 
to enter the Prussian service, as well as to engage 
all the deserters they could meet with, and even to 

* Vie da Frederic n. 

t Thiobailt, Sovvenirs de Vingt Am de Mjour A Berlin 



1748-9.] LIFE OF FREDERIC II. 321 

Bednce others to become deserters. This was some- 
times a service of danger, as the Prussian recruiters, 
if found out, were 8ur«s to be ill-treated, and, upon 
more than one occasion, were summarily put to 
death. For the toleration of this sort of seduction 
of men from their duty no excuse can be found ; 
though it was, perhaps, a less crying act of injustice 
than the forcible abduction practised by Frederic 
William. Some instances of this latter proceeding, 
however,*"occurred during the reign of Frederic, but 
generally without his knowledge.* 

But the most dreadful part of Frederic's military 
system was the extreme severity of discipline and 
of punishment to which, as has been already men- 
tioned, the soldier was obliged to submit. This was 
carried to so great a length, and desertion was so 
difficult, that attempts at suicide among the soldiers, 
in order to rid themselves of their misery, were not 
unfrequent. Doctor Zimmermann relates, that an 
' officer at Potsdam informed him, that during ten 
years, the number of cases of suicide committe-d in 
the little town of Potsdam was above three hundred. 
It also not unfrequently happened, that a soldier 
murdered a child, and then came and gave himself 
up to justice. This mode of getting rid of tYieir 
lives was adopted by some of them instead of sui- 
cide for this reason: — they thought that if they 
committed suicide, they should be subject to eternal 
punishment ; whereas the murdered infant was sure 
to go to heaven, and they themselves had time to 
repent of their crime, and to make their peace with 
the Almighty. To such extremities did the barba- 
rous conduct of their officers drive these unfortunate 
tfien; whose despair also sometimes, not unnatu- 
rally, took the turn of mutiny, and of putting to death 
the officers who tormented them, or were particu* 
larly unpopular.! 

* Vie de Frederic IT. 
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It should be mentioned to his honour, that Prinoe 
Henry, the brother of the King of Prussia, was al« 
ways an enemy to the excessive rigour exercised in 
the Prussian army; and more especially to the blows 
inflicted on the private soldiers for slight inaccui-acies 
or ignorance in going through their exercise. He 
used to say to his officers, "If a soldier performs an 
evolution ill, it is that ^ou have not practised him 
sufficiently at it : exercise him an additional hour or' 
two in the evening, and he will be sufficiently pun« 
ished. If you strike him, you punish him on ac« 
count of your own idleness !*' 

The account given by Trenck, in his Memoirs, of 
the discipline and the toils endured by the body- 
guards of Frederic, to whom he belonged, and who 
were considered, in many respects, the most dis- 
tinguished troops in the service, may give us some 
idea of the sufferings of the Prussian military. He 
describes this regiment as the best school for cavalry 
in the world : it was composed entirely of chosen 
men, and the uniform was the richest possible. He 
adds, that even in time of peace, he had harcHy 
an hour in a day to himself. At four o-clock in the 
morning the exercise commenced; and trial was 
made of all the new manceuvres which the king in* 
tended to introduce into the tactics of the cavalry. 
These unhappy body-guards were obliged to leap 
over trenches, which were perpetually enlarged till 
some of them fell in, and broke their legs or arms. 
They were also obliged, in chajrging, to leap over 
hedges, and so to continue their charge at full gallop 
for miles together ; the consequence was, that they 
frequently brought home some of their number 
either killed or wounded. At midday they mounted 
fresh horses, and recommenced their labours. It 
was also a very common thing to call them from 
their beds, and make them mount on horseback 
twice in one night. This was done to keep them 
on the alert'; and any guardsman who did not pre 
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sent himself on horseback and fully equipped in the 
space of eight minutes was put under arrest for a 
fortnight. He adds, that he himself lost three 
horses in the 8{>ace of one year; and that in the 
same space of time during peace, the body-^ards 
lost more men and horses than they had done m two 
battles during the war.* 

It is a more pleasing task than dwelling upon this 
picture of harsh military servitude to turn to the 
kindness, the attention, the familiarity of Frederic 
towards his soldiers, while enduring the fatigues of 
war. This was invariable; and endeared him so 
much to them, that, at his bidding, they were ready 
to affront all difficulties and dangers, and even the 
certainty of death itself. ^ Papa," and '* Our good 
old Fritz," were the names of endearment by which 
they distinguished him. His manner of encouraging 
his soldiers to new exertions, when they were fatigued 
or out of humour, was by a judicious familiarity. 
Thus, in the second war of Silesia, when, on a cer- 
tain occasion, the army had niarched all night, and 
that it was necessary for them^to set forward again 
in the morning in the midst of a snow-storm, Fred- 
eric perceived that they were out of humour, and 
disposed to complain. He therefore descended 
from his horse, and began marching in the snow at 
their head : then, after a few moments of silence* 
he turned round to them and said, "Come, my 
friends, let us march. If we were a parcel of cow- 
suds, we should be now in our bed-gowns in a warm 
room : but we are soldiers ; so come on." Upon 
hearing this appeal the soldiers proceeded cheer- 
fully.f It wa& indeed, his constant habit, whenever 
the march was a difficult one, to place himself at 
the head of the infantry, and to march on foot, in 
order to encourage them.t 

* M^moirM de Fraderie BaioD de Trenck. 
fVtode Frederic n. 
. : Tbiebtolt, BooTcoln de Vbict Aw de Sejonr A Barila 



'9^ iiFB ov vsKDKVie- n. .[1748-9. 

During one of his campaigns, the bread supplied 
to the army was exceedingly bad ; and the soldiers 
complained loudly of it. Frederic took an opportu- 
nity when the soldiers were round him of asking his 
neighbour for a piece of the bread. He ate it before 
them with apparent appetite, and then said, aloud, 
" In truth, this bread is not very good : however, 
one can eat it when one is hungry. I will takecare, 
as soon as it is possible, that we have better : until 
then, let us make a virtue of necessity.'* 

One morning, after a night-march, the army 
halted : the king got off his horse close to a gioup 
of his guards, and said aloud, as he wfus 'getting off, 
*Mt would be agreeable if we had something good to 
drink here.'* At these words, several soldiers of the 
guards, who had a piece of bread and a small quan- 
tity of brandy, pressed forward, and offered their little 
provision to their sovereign. Frederic was much 
•touched at this conduct, and said to them, '*My 
children, if I could drink brandy, I would accept 
with much pleasure that which you offer me. I 
thaiik you for this mark of your attachment, which 
I will not forget** He then turned to his attendants 
and added, '* There is not a happier king than me on 
the face of the earth.*' He ordered the names of 
the soldiers to be taken down, and distributed a Fre- 
deric-d'or apiece to them.* 

Upon the occasion of a long and fatiguing march, 
Frederic observed an old non-commissioned officer, 
belonging to the regiment of the Prince of Bruns* 
wick, who seemed to have great difficulty in keeping 
up with the regiment. ** What is the matter with 
your said the king.— "I am old and feeble," an- 
swered the sergeant, '^ and I find 1 can hardly manage 
to march with the rest." — ^'•How long have you 
served?" — "Forty-five years; I served under the 
late king your father, and I have followed your ma- ' 
jesty in the wars of Silesia." — ^** Well, when we are 

* Vie de Frederic IL 



in winteF-qaarten, yotr shall be invalided, and I will 
give you besides a good place." — ^ No, sire, I thank 
you ; but that I should consider a disgrace : I wish 
to live and die a soldier." — '* You are wrong, for in 
that case you might live quietly, and take care of 
yourself in your old age.^— ^* Ah, sire, I am not used 
to that ; and then how could T fulfil the duties of any 
place, having never learned to write!" Here the 
conversation concluded; and the veteran imagined 
the king would think no more of him. But that xary 
evening Frederic sent him one of his horses to ride 
during the march ; and the next winter he appointed 
him a first lieutenant in a garrison regiment.* 

Sometimes he mingled with his familiarity to his 
soldiers a degree of good-humoured pleasantry, which 
was peculiarly attaching. During the seven years* 
war, immediately previous to the battle of Lissa, a 
grenadier, a Frenchman, was brought before him, 
who had been taken in the act of deserting. '* Grena- 
dier," said the king to him, '* why did you wish to 
quit us."—** Because, sire, our affairs go on so ill." 
—''Well," replied Frederic, **I allow they do not 
go on very well ; but, my friend, just let us fight one 
more battle $ and if, after that, our affairs do not go 
on better, why, we will desert together." — " Agreed, 
sire ; I consent to that," replied the soldier ; who 
retired without any more thoughts or desire of quit- 
ting the Prussian service.f 

On the evening of the day of the successful combat 
at Burkersdorf, during the seven years' war, Fred- 
eric was riding, accompanied by the Russian 
general Czernichef, when they met a wounded sol- 
dier. ** What is the matter I" said the king.—** No- 
thing," replied the soldier; **for the enemies fly, 
and we are conquerors." But the king, then per- 
ceiving he was wounded, gave him his handkerchief, 
saying at the same time, ** You are wounded, my 

♦ Vto de Frederic n. 
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friend, talve this handkerchief, and bind up your 
wound with it." Upon this Czernichef remarked, 
" Sire, it is not wonderful that your soldiers should 
serve you with such devotion, since you treat them 
with so much kindness.'* 

Anecdotes u^n. this subject might be multiplied 
so as to be tedious ; but there is one which ought 
not to be omitted, both on account of its affording a 
very striking example of the familiarity which ex- 
isted between Frederic and his soldiery, as well as 
of the dangers to which that sovereign exposed his 
person. One evening after a great battle,* Frederic 
approached a fire, which had been lighted by some 
of the grenadiers of his own regiment. The sol- 
diers began to ask him where he had been during 
the battle ; ^* Generally," said they, ** you lead us 
yourself where the fire is hottest ; but this time no- 
body saw you, and it is not right to abandon us so.'* 
The king, in a good-humoured manner, explained to 
them in what part of the field he had been, and his 
reasons for being there, which had prevented him 
from being at the head of his own regiment. As he 
began to grow warm, he unbuttoned his great-coat, 
and a ball dropped out, which he had received in his 
clothes. The hole the ball had made in the great- 
coat and coat was also perceptible. Upon this, the 
enthusiasm of the soldiers knew no bounds. They 
cried out, with all the tenderness of expression be- 
longing in the German tongue to the singular pro- 
noun, ^^ You are our own good old Fritz ; you share 
in all our dangers with us ; we will all die for you !" 
And the conversation concluded with their cheers, 
and their entreaties to the king to take more care 
of his own safety. f 

Thiebault relates, that he had seen at Berlin the 
suit of clothes worn by Frederic towards the end 
of the seven years' war ; and that the coat and th^ 

* The battle of Torgau. \ 

_ t TbiebaiUt, Soavenirs de Vioft Aim de Sdjonr A Berlin. 
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hat were pierced with balls in several places. Le 
Catt, the secretary of Frederic during the latter 
years of his life, had also in his possession a little 
gold box, which had been flattened by a baU, when 
in the king's breeches-pocket, at the battle of Zom- 
dorf,and had thus saved him from a dangerous wound 
in the thigh. 

The cool and determined courage of Frederic on 
a day of battle has, indeed, never been called in 
question, in spite of his unfavourable commencement 
at the battle of Moilwitz. Many anecdotes are told 
in proof of his great bravery, with regard to his own 
person; some of which belong to the relatioaof 
particular battles. Among those which are not so 
appropriated there is one which deserves relation 
ft'om the authenticity of its source, as it was related 
by General MuUer, to whom it happened. MQller, 
being then an aid-de-camp to one of the Prussian 
generals, was sent, during a battle, with orders from 
one part of the field to another. As he was gal- 
loping along, he met an officer, who stopped him, and 
whom he then recognised to be the king. Frederic 
began asking him questions, when a shell fell between 
their two horses. Frederic continued his conversa- 
tion in the coolest manner, regarding the shell at- 
tentively with- his glass, and not attending to the 
impatience of Miiller to avoid its probable effects. 
At length it exploded, but, fortunately, without 
hurting either of them; and the king, having obtained 
the information he wsuited, allowed Miiller to pro- 
ceed.* 

While upon the subject of Frederic's behaviour to 
his soldiers, it is right to mention, that though his 
kindness did not extend in an equal degree to the 
officers, they frequently received a portion of it; 
especially if he was pleased with the answers they 
made to him. A wild young man, a son of the 

* Tbietettlt, Sottvenin dp Viaft Ana de SAJoor A BertiD. ' 
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Chancellor Cocceji, was officer in a regiment in- 
garrison at Potsdam. To leave the garrison without 
permission was considered a heinous offence; but 
this did not deter Gocceji from frequently^ visiting 
Berlin secretly. One day, as he was riduig there, 
the king*s carriage overtook him. He endeavoured 
to escape into the wood ; but Frederic saw him, and 
sent for him. '^ Cocceji,'' said he, in a severe tone, 
"where are you going 1" — "Sire, I am on my way 
to Berlin incognito." This expression made the 
king laugh, and he allowed Cocceji to continue bis 
journey.* 

An instance of more solid and substantial kind- 
ness than this is related of Frederic towajrds a poor 
but deserving officer. The king one day sent him 
the cross of merit. The officer said to the page 
who brought it, " My friend; I know it is the custom 
to give you, in return, eleven ducats ; and I have 
very few more than that number in my possession. 
These ducats are more necessary to me than the 
cross of merit which you have brought me, for I 
cannot exist without them : whereas, if I have thus 
far conducted myself like a brave man without this 
cross, I shall continue to do so without having it : and, 
on the other hand, if I am a coward, the cross wiU 
never make me a brave man. Take the cross, 
therefore, back to the king, and tell him what I have 
said ; and add, that I am not in want of such baubles 
as these to incite me to do my duty.^' The page 
related the issue of his mission to Frederic, who the 
next day sent him back to the officer with the cross 
of merit and a letter contai;iing 100 ducats. " My 
dear captain," wrote Frederic, "I had forgot that 
I owed you 100 ducats: I now remember it, and 
send them to you. I hope you will receive them, 
together with the cross of merit which is so justly 
due to you." Upon receiving this gracious com- 

* rbtebautt, Souvenir* dc Vingt Afw.de Sijour 4 Berlin 
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munication, the officer said to the page^ ''This 
changes the state of things, my good friend. In- 
stead of eleven ducats, here are two-and-twenty for 
you : and tell the king that as he pays his debts, I ' 
will also pay mine." ' 

One of the branches of government which the 
most occupied Frederic, from the conclusion of the 
first two wars of Silesia till the end of his reign, 
was that of public instruction. This, as might 
easily be supposed, had been much neglected under 
the previous sovereigns of Prussia. Frederic began 
by collecting all the information he could upon the 
subject; and he then proceeded by degrees to 
* founds schools upon the most approved system 
throughout his dominions. In his different tours, 
one of his first questions to the local authorities 
always related to the degree in which each neigh- 
bourhood was provided with the means of instruc- 
tion. Where he found these deficient he immedi- 
ately increased them. This continued amelioration 
in education went on in an increasing ratio for a 
long series of years; and it happened at several 
periods of his reign that he founded as many as sixty 
schools in the course of one year. 

He was also very solicitous to improve the mode 
of education of the higher orders. With this view 
he favoured and encouraged his colleges and iini- 
versities by granting them privileges and procuring 
for them able professors. But his great work in 
favour of education was the extensive establishment 
he founded at Berhn, under the name of " The Civil 
and Military School for the Sons of Gentlemen.^^* At 
the first institution of this school he wrote himself a 
long and detailed instruction for the professors who 
conducted it. In this he decided for ,them what 
they were to teach, as well as the manner of teach- 

* I havB thouRlit it bettet to. give a short accoant of " The Civil and 
Military School in this place, while speaking of education in general ; 
llMKigh, iQ facty it was not fouwled till the year 1764. 

I. — Cc 
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ing ; and explained, in detail, the regulations of every 
kind which he wished to have Enforced. This docu- 
ment is doubly valuable, — ^first, as proving the ex- 
treme interest taken by f rederic in this establish- 
ment^ and the degree to which he had studied the 
subject of education ; and secondly, from the ability 
with which it is composed for the purposes in- 
tended. 

Nor did the care of Frederic for the " Civil ^and 
Military School'' cease with its establishment. He 
continued always feelingly alive to its interests ; and 
one of his constant cares was the procuring for it 
able and trustworthy professors. Of these the 
greater number came either from Paris or Switzer- 
land; and the king was accustomed to employ 
D'Alembert, Diderot, and other learned men to 
choose them for him. Among those who did most 
honour to this establishment may be mentioned 
Sulzer, Toussaint, Weguelin, De CastiUon, Borrelly, 
and lastly Thiebault, from whose account this short 
notice is taken.* 

The Academy, the restoration of which by Fred- 
eric has been already noticed, was the subject of the 
peculiar attention of its sovereign. By the advice 
of its first president, Maupertuis, this institution was 
divided into four classes, — mathematics, experi- 
mental philosophy, metaphysics or speculative phi- 
losophy, and literature ; the union of which different 
branches formed " The Royal Academy of Sciences 
and Belles Lettres." The funds of this society pro- 
ceeded principally from the monopoly of the publi- 
cation of almanacs. It had also the monopoly of 
the publication of the laws, and of maps and charts ; 
as well as the possession of certain estates, planted 
with mulberry-trees for the encouragement of the 
cultivation of silk-worms : but these latter sources 
of revenue never proved very considerable. The 

" Thiebanlr, Souvenirs de Vingt Ana de S^joDr k Beriin 
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king assigned to it apartments in a vast building be- 
longing to him, of which the lower floor was occu- 
pied as the royal stables. This destination occa- 
sioned M. Formey, the secretary of the Academy, 
to remark, that ** his majesty had placed the horses and 
mules below, and the asses ahoveJ*** 

In the same building, the king established also an 

'academy or school of painting; which, however, 

having only very insufficient funds at its control, 

never arrived either at eminence or consideration* 

but continued to linger on unnoticed. 

It was one of the most constant cares of Fredericks 
life to induce learned and scientific men to become 
members of his Academy ; and to come and settle 
at Berlin, and there prosecute the course of their 
studies. In consequence of these efforts, this lite- 
rary society was at different times dignified and 
adorned by the talents and labours of Euler, Voltaire, 
Algarotti, Maupertuis, D^Argens, D'Amaud, Sulzer, 
Bitaubd, Merian, Lambert, Margraff, Achard, I^a 
Grange,13eguelin, Formey, Toussaint, Denina, Ram- 
ler, Castillon, and others of equal merit. 

Frederic showed his affection for his Academy, 
not only in his anxiety to procure for it worthy 
members, but also by writing papers upon various 
subjects to be read at its sittings. He also fre- 
quently composed the funeral orations of academi- 
cians of celebrity, which it was the custom to read 
at the Academy upon the occasion of its first meet- 
ing after their deaths. Thiebault gives us an account 
of several, which he was himself employed by the 
king, first to correct, and afterward to read to the 
Academy. Among these was the one occasioned 
by the death of Voltaire ; and another by that of his 
nephew Prince Henry of Prussia ; whose loss, ac- 
rording to Thiebault, he seems to have most feel« 
ipgly and deeply deplored. 

^ • TldetanilC, Sotrvoiin da Vingt Ani dA 8«Joar A ll«rtta. 
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It was during the year 1749 that the illustrious 
Marshal de Saxe paid a visit to the King of Piussia 
at Potsdam ; who received his guest with all the 
attention due to so eminent a man, as well as with 
the affectionate intimacy which he naturally felt for 
a brother commander. Algarotti, who was then in 
the service of Frederic, and who was frequently 
present at their interviews, describes their conversa- 
tions, which principally turned on military matters, 
as exceedingly mteresting. ^'The most eminent 
commanders passed in review before them, and the 
merits of each were verj?^ nicely scrutinized. They 
also sometimes discussed the different orders of 
battle.^ Upon one of these occasions both the 
king and the marshal agreed in condemning the 
tacQcs laid down' by the Chevalier Folard, who had 
taught the military art to the latter. '* It would ap- 
pear, then,^-8aid the marshal, *^ that my friend Folard 
IS wrong.** — ^'*But,*' replied the king, "he was not 
wrong in his prognostic respecting the Count de 
8axe, when, in the defender of Crachnick^he for«^ 
Baw the conqueror of Flanders.*** 

* Dr. Towen*8 Memoln of Frederic U 
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CHAPTER III. 

Frederic's Letter of InTitfttkn to ToMaira— Boeolard D*Anmiid-*Vfl|> 
taire's Reception at Potadam, and bin Situation there— Jealousy oftiM 
other Men of Letters against him — Maupertuis, La Mettrie, D*Argens, 
PoClnitx, Algarotti, D'At^get-GoanineneenieQt of Frederic's Qaarrels 
with Voltaire— Voltaire in a Lawsuit- Sarcasms reported to Fred- 
eric— Manpertnis's Controversy with Koenig— Voltaire's "Doctor 
Akakia**— His striMsquent Conduct, and thd King's Anger against 
him— He leaves Fotsdam— His Arrival at Frankfi>rt, and Arrest 
there, dec 

In the month of June, 1750, Voltaire arrived at 
Potsdam. The death of Madame du Chatelet, and 
the unceasing maievoience of the cabal at Paris, 
who were bent upon raising the fame of Crebillon as 
a dramatic poet at the expense of Voltaire, led him 
to ^sh for a change of scene. While justice also 
was thus denied to him in his own country, the 
King of Prussia never ceased his affectionate invi- 
tations to him.* One of his letters, written at the 
time when tit was still doubtful whether Voltaire 
would undertake the journey to Berlin or not, con- 
cludes with this passage : — " You are like the white 
elephant for which the King of Persia and the Great 
Mogul make war : and the possession of which, 
when they are sufficiently happy to have obtained 
possession of it, forms one of their titles. If you 
eome here, you will see at the head of mine, • Fred" 
eric^ hy the Grace of God, King of Prussia^ Elector of 
Brandenhurgh, Possessor of Voltaire, <tc» ^c» "f 

Flattery could %o no farther than this, and yet it 
appears doubtful whether even this adulation would 
have persuaded Voltaire to quit the delights of Paris, 

* Oondorcet, Vie de Voltaire. 

f Sojn^eiiieiit aux OBuTTes posthumes de Frsdeiie IL 
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had not another circumstance occurred to induce 
him to take the long-expected step. Baculard D'Ar- 
naud,* a young author of merit, had been recom- 
mended to Frederic by Voltaire. The king was 
charmed with the talent and agreeableness of D^Ar- 
naud, who addressed complimentary verses and 
epistles to his majesty. To one of these Frederic 
answered in yexse, in a most exaggerated style of 
praise ; which concluded with the following lines, in 
which an allusion is also made to Voltaire : 

** n^Ji Mi« Atra t^m^nUre, 
Prenant Totre Tcril jusaa'aaz devx, 
VguB pouvex ^galer Voltaire. 
Et pres de Virgile et d'BomerB 
Joulr de TM svcc^s heoreoz. 
DijA PAPoUm de la Franet 
Sratkanxme d «a ddeadencf; 
Yentx brilUr i ooCme Umr. 
Elevez-vouSf a^U kriUe tnean^ 
Amn U couckant dhtn b§tmjovt 
Promet une pita bdU Aurort ."* 

These verses were sent to Thiriot, the literary 
correspondent of the King of Prussia at Paris. They 
were shown by him to Voltaire, who was in bed 
when he received them. ** L*Aurore de D'Amaud !• 
cried he, jumping out of bed, furious, and in his shirt ; 
•* Voltaire a son couchanL Let Frederic meddle 
with governing, and not with judging me. 1 will go ; 
ay, that I will, and teach this king ^que je ne me 
couche pas encore.' ** Immediately after this scene 
he began liis journey. j 

* Bacvlard D'Aniaud was dcaceaded flram a noble Amily of the ConM 
Venaioain. He eariy displayed talenta for literature, and waa distia- 
fQiahed by the notice of Voltaire. After his departnre from Potadani ha 
principally Uved at Paris ; ivheie he finally died, in the year iSOS, at tht 
age of oigbty-eight He wrote a great deal ; bat most of his worfca an 
now fln-gotten. His beat prodactions are those entitled, ** Epren^es d« 
Sentiment,* and ** Delaasementa de rHomme sensible,'* and his sueeess- 
Ail tragedy ** Le Ckmite de Oomnilnges .» He alao tiumed the-LameQt»i 
tions of Jeremiah into sacred odes, which went through sereral editiona 
It is of him that J. J. Roossean said, " Most of our avthera writs with 
their heads and their hands, but Monsieur IKAmaud writoi with hk 
heart."— Biographie UniTorseUe. 

r Vie de Frederic n. 
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The reception of Voltaire at Potsdam was all tliat 
he could possibly desire. He observes himself, ^ To 
be lodged in the apartment which had been that of 
the Marshal de Saxe,* to have at my disposal the 
king's cooks when I chose to dine in my own room^ 
and his coachmen and horses when I wished to drive 
out, were the least favours conferred upon me* 
The king's suppers were very agreeaUe. Perhaps 
I deceive myself; but it certaunly seems to me that 
there was a great deal of cleverness shown at them. 
The king himself had much talent for conversation, 
and made others have it also ; and the most extraor- 
dinary part of the thing was, that I have never 
known suppers where so much freedom reigned* I 
worked two hours a day with the king, smd corrected 
adl his writings ; never failing to praise what there 
was of good in them, while I altered all that was 
bad. I gave reasons to him for all I did, in writing ; 
which formed a sort of course of rhetoric and 
poetics for l^s use : he profited by it, his own genius 
serving him even better than my lessons. I had no 
coftrt to make to any one, no visits to pay, no duties 
to fulfil; my life was entirely free; and I cannot 
conceive any thing more agreeable than this sort 
of existence."! Voltaire also found in the royal 
family of Prussia persons fond of literature, and 
capable of appreciating his talents and merits. He 
wrote verses for the {Nrincesses ; acted tragedy with 
them and their brothers ; and, by giving them les- 
sons of declamation, taught them still more to ap- 
preciate the beauties of ftench poetry .| 

Voltaire says, that the King of Prussia, though he 
applied to him to correct his literary productions, 
really considered his own superior to those of Vol- 
taire ; but he thought that, for the sake of form, the 

* Voltaire^s rooms st Potsdam were on tfie gnrand-ikxnr cf the p«Iiic«i 
faniqediately onder those occupied by the king. 
t M^moires pour servir A la Vie de M. de Voltaire. 
i CondorceC, Vie de Voltaire. 
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sanction of the approval of a French academician 
was necessary. This opinion of Voltaire's would, 
however, appear to have been merely dictated by the 
vindictive feelings he entertained towards Frederic 
at the time he wrote it, and is in no way supported 
by facts. Indeed* instead of this being the case, it 
would seem that Frederic was fully sensible of his 
own inferiority ; which was one of the principal rea- 
sons Uiat led him to use so much persuasion and so 
much flattery in his endeavours to attract Voltaire 
to Berlin. Had he been as vain of his own poetry 
as the latter represents; he never would have suffered 
Voltaire's numerous corrections so patiently as he 
did ; nor would the latter have ventured to make 
them. There still exists in the library of the new 
palace of Sans Souci a copy of the miscellaneous 
works of Frederic, of which the margin is covered 
with the manuscript remarks of Voltaire ; and they 
certainly do not spare^the royal author whenever 
he is in fault.* - 

The talents of Voltaire, his brilliant conversation, 
and the literary assistance he afforded to the King 
of Prussia, all contributed to increase the anxiety 
of that monarch to fix his celebrated guest in his 
palace for the rest of his life. To this Voltaire at 
first made considerable opposition. But the flattery, 
the almost adoration offered to him by Frederic, 
who, upon one occasion, according to Voltaire's own 

* It is the editiov of the poems of Frederic in tbree Tolaines quarto, 
entitled, " Dee CBavres m^^fees da Philoeophe de Saas Smiei, impHm^es 
aa haut au Donjon, avec privilege d^Apolion." Only the second and 
third volames are marked with Voltaire's notes. One of hiib corrections, 
vhich may give a notion of the style (^ the others, is as follows. In 
one of bis " Epitres familierS;" Frederic nuikes use of (he word plaU 
several times in the course of a tbw lines. Voltaire draws a line under 
the word whenever it occurs, and then puts in the margin, ** Flats— 
plats— plats — voilA assez de plats pour un bon sonper !" To make up 
for the Oeedom of such marginal annotations as these, great praise-of 
the royal author occasionally appears. At the end of one of Frederie^ 
letters in the same book we find the following words in Voltaire's hand- 
writing :— " Que d'esprit, de graces, dlmagiriatioh. Qu'U est dou da 
fivre aux pieds dMm tel homme !" 
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account, went so fat in a transport of enthusiasm at 
his talents as to kiss his hand, touched the heart or 
turned the head of the author. He could no longer 
resist the entreaties of his royal friend with his own 
arguments ; but he put into his hands a letter he had 
just received from his niece, Madame Denis, at 
Paris ^ in which she urged him most strongly not 
to bind himself to the service of the King of Prussia.* 
Frederic returned the following remai^able answer 
to the arguments of Madame Denis : — "^ I have read 
the letter which your niece has written to you from 
Paris. The affection she has for you ensures to her 
my esteem. If I were Madame Denis, I should 
think as she does ; but being the person I am, I must 
hold a different opinion. I should be in despair to 
be the cause of misery, even to my enemy : judge, 
then, if I could consent to be the cause of injury to 
a man whom I esteem, whom I love, and who sacri- 
fices to me his country, and all that human nature, 
holds most dear. No, my dear Voltaire ; if I could 
foresee that your change of country would turn the 
least in the world to your disadvantage, I should be 
the first person to dissuade you from it. Yes; I 
should prefer your happiness even to the extreme 
pleasure I derive from your society. But you are 
a philosopher, and I am one also. What then is 
more natural, more simple, or more in the order of 
things, than that philosophers, made to live together, 
united by the same studies, the same tastes, and a 
similar way of thinking, should give themselves the 
satisfaction of one another's society. I respect you 
as my master in eloquence and knowledge ; I love 
you as a virtuous friend. What slavery, what mis- 
fortunes, what change, what inconstancy of fdrtune 
are to be feared for you in a country where you are 
esteemed as much as in your own, and where you 
live with a grateful friend) I have not the foolish 

* M^moirM poor senrir A la Vie de M. de Yoltaira. 
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resumption to believe that Berlin is equal to Paris. 

f riches, grandeur, magnificence are what make a 
town agreeable, we must yield to Paris. I know, 
and I aUow,that the place in the whole world where 
good taste is the most generally spread through all 
classes is Paris. But do not you carry this good 
taste with you wherever you are t We have powers 
sufficient to applaud you; and with regard to our af- 
fection for you, we wiU not yield to any place. I 
respected tHe friendship which united you to Madame 
du Chatelet ;* but after her I am one of your oldest 
friends. What! because you take refuge in my 
house, shall it be said that that house Incomes a 
prison for youl What! because I am your friend, 
shall I therefore become your tyrant 1 I confess I 
do not understand this reasoning. On the contrary, 
I am firmly convinced that you will be very happy 
here as long as I live ; that you will be always con- 
sidered the father of literature and of persons of 
good taste ; and that you will ever find in me all the 
consolations which a man oif your merit can expect 
from one who esteems him. Good night^'f 

** This," observes Voltaire, " was a letter such as 
few mafesties write." He sent it without delay to 
his niece, writing, at the same time, *' Preserve care- 
fullj^, my dear child, this precious record. Few 
families will ever have in their archives so singular 

* Vokaire had previooaly reAised tlie inTitations of Frederic to settle 
at Potsdam, in consequence of his attachment to Madame du Chatelet, 
in whose society, either at Cirqr Hier eountry-hoaae), Paris, or Lune- 
▼ille, be passed the freater part of his timo. Madame du Chatelet had 
died at the age of forty-four, Sept 10, 1749, six days after being brought 
to bed oTa daughter. She was a woman of seienoe and talent, and pos- 
sessed of coi»iderable personal beauty; but abandoned in her conduct, 
and gross in her manners, habits, and conversation. She had completely 
subjugated Voltaire, who continued her slave eren after he had dia- 
eorered her Infidelities with St. Lambert. For a curious account of her 
way of life, and her death, see " M^molres de S. G. Longehanp^ anoiw 
seer6raire de M. de Voltaire." 

f Commentalrs Historiqoe sur lea (Envras de rAuteor de to HeuM% 
.IT7S, 
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a 4pcunient.^* This letter^ in fact, decided him to 
abandon the service of the King of France, and to 
enter into that of the King of Prussia. '* It was,*^ to 
use his own expression, ^ the last glass which in« 
ebriated him/' Frederic undertook to obtain the 
permission of Lewis, which was to enable Voltaire 
to fix himself for ever at Potsdam. The request 
was forthwith granted; but though Voltaire was 
neglected b^ the court of France while living at 
Paris, his wish to expatriate himself was taken very 
ill, and was, in fact, never forgiven.! Frederic gave 
to his friend, now become his servant, the cross of 
merit, a chamberlain's key, and a pension of 800/. a 
year ;^ and Voltaire, in return, redoubled his assi- 
4uity m the correction of the royal productions. 

It was at this time that he described himself as 
*- 'attached to the King of Prussia by the most re- 
spectful tenderness and a perfect conformity in 
taste ;'' and that he said of that monarch, that he 
was ^ as agreeable in society as he was terrible at the 
head of ah army." He adas, that his ^^ ehthusiasm 
for the King of Prussia was excessive." And then 
sums up all with the following short description of 
his way of life at Potsdam : — ** ) was lodged under 
the king's apartment, and never left my room ex- 
cept for supper. The king composed, above stairs* 
works of philosophy, history, and poetry; and hia 
favourite, below stairs, cultivated the same arts and 
the same talents. They communicated to one an* 
other their respective works. The Prussian monarch 
composed at this time his History of Brandenburgh ; 
and the French author wrote his Ajge of Lewis the 
Fourteenth, having brought with him all his mate- 
rials. His days thus passed happily in a repose 
which was only animated by agreeable occupations. 
Nothing, indeed, could be more delightful than this 

* M^molrefl rar Voltaire, par Lonpsbamp. 

t M^moires pour aerrir A la Vie de M. de Voltaira 

} S(M)00 ftacea. 
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way of life, or more honourable to phiiosot^y and 
literature.*** 

This repose, however, was not destined to be of 
long duration. The jealousy of the other men of 
letters with whom Frederic had filled his court 
caused the first differences of the two friends, which 
were afterward widened into a rupture by their own 
respective tempers and characters. It may, per- 
haps, be as well here, before we come to treat of 
these literary quarrels, to give a short sketch of 
those persons who at this time, together with Vol- 
taire, formed the habitual society of the King of 
Prussia. Of these Chasot and Baculard d*Amaud 
have been already mentioned. The others were 
Maupertuis, La Mettrie, D*Argens, Poelinit2, Alga- 
rotti, arid D'Arget. 

Maupertuis was the president of the Royal Academy 
of Berlin, to which situation he had been appointed 
in consequence of his celebrity as a philosopher and 
of the recommendations of Voltaire, with whom 
and with Madame du Chatelet he had passed much 
time at Cirey. He appears to have been a man of 
talent ; but whose inordinate and ill-directed ambi- 
tion led him into absurd theories in science, which 
he qualified with the name of discoveries, in order 
to attract a greater share of the public attention. 
With such a propensity he was peculiarly unlucky 
in coming into collision with Voltaire, whose sur- 
prising tdent for ^atire enabled him to hold up Mau* 
pertuis to the ridicule of Europe. Vexation at the 
declension of his fame and the diminution of his fa- 
vour with Frederic (for though the latter took his 
part against Voltaire, he never, after his absurdities 
had been pointed out by that author, paid much at- 
tention to him) brought on a disease of languor, of 
which he died in 1759. For some years previous to 
his death he had become fully sensible of the errors 

* Gommentalre Historiqne ant Im QEaTrai de PAatear d» U Heoriadct 
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into which he had fallen in the earlier parts of his life 
with refl;ard to religion, and had embraced with, sin* 
cerity tne principles and doctrines of Christianity.* 

La Mottrie was a French physician of bad char« 
acter» but of some talent. He had written virulently 
against his brothers in medicine at Paris ; and was^ 
in consequence, obliged to fly his country. He then 
settled in Holland, from whence his books in favour 
of materialism caused him to be banished. He finally 
retired to Berlin, where Frederic, hearing of his des- 
titute condition, made him his reader. He was, ac- 
cording to Voltaire, the most frank atheist in Europe; 
but gay, agreeable, and half-mad. La Mettrie oied 
after dining with Lord Tyrconnel, the envoy from 
France at Berlin ; where he ate so enormously of a 
pie stuffed with truffles that an indigestion was the 
consequence, which carried him off in twenty-four 
hours. Though Frederic condescended to write his 
funeral oration, and obliged his Academy to listen 
to it. La Mettrie appears to have been one of the 
most unworthy companions or intimates he ever 
made choice of.f 

The Marquis d'Argens was the eldest son of the 
procureur general of the parliament of Aix. He had 
refused in nis youth to adopt the profession of the 
law, which his father wished to persuade him to, and 
entered*, instead, into a regiment of marines. He 
became a knight of Malta; and after leading a- wan- 
dering and somewhat disreputable life, of which he 
gives us an account in his early memoirs of himself,:|: 
and for which he was disinherited by his father, he 
fixed himself in Holland, where he principally sup- 
ported himself by his publications.^ Of these the 

* Biographia UniTenelle. 

1 7»id.— M^moiraa pour Mnlr A la Vie de M . de Voltaire. 

t HtoioirM da Moiwieur le Marquis d'Argens, aveo qnelqaes lei 
trea aur divers MV^tB.—A Londrea au depens de la Compagnie.^ 
MDCCXXXV. 

$ M 6inoires de M. le Marquis d^Argena. 
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most popular was his " Leltres Juives," which placed 
his name among those of the philosophical writers 
of the age. Frederic had.endeavoured to attach him 
to his service while he was yet only Prince of Prus- 
sia, and wrote to him with this view. D'Argens, 
however, at that time declined the offer, alleging as 
a reason, that being a tall and well-made man, he could 
not venture to place himself within the reach of Fred- 
eric William and his battalions of guards. 

Some years afterward Frederic, being then kmg, 
renewed the offer with more success; andD'Argens 
aecepted the place of chamberlain at the court of 
Potsdam.* He was always of the king's habitual 
society; and his admiration and love for his royal 
master was. excessive. Unfortunately for himself, 
though possessed of considerable abilities, his sim- 
plicity of mind upon many points, and his weaknesses 
of character, rendered him very susceptible of ridi- 
cule. These circumstances encouraged Frederic 
upon many occasions to make him his butt ; a fate 
which his long services and attachment should have 
exempted him from. The consequence was, that 
towards the end of their intimacy, as the king pushed 
his raillery further and further, and the marquis, tired 
out, became less enduring of it, quarrels between the 
two friends were frequent. 

The marc^uis was also anxious to pass the evening 
of his days m his own country, to which he was pe- 
culiarly attached from the tender affection which 
subsistedbetween himself and his brother, the Presi 
dent d'Eguilles. He could not, however, venture to 
ask for his dismissal from Frederic, though he had 
made the agreement when he entered his service 
that he should be permitted to retire at the age of 
seventy, and that period of his life was some time 
passed. All he could bring himself to request was a 
leave of absence for six months, which was granted 

* Thiehtolt, Soorenin do Vinct Ana de fJ6Jour 4 Beriin 
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with difficulty. He passed this time with his brother 
in Provence, and was returning with a heavy heart 
towards Prussia, when he was taken v6ry ill by the 
way at Bourg-en-Bresse. Here his wife* was so oc« 
cupied with the care of her husband that she neg- 
lected to write to the King of Prussia to explain the 
causes of their non-arrival at Berlin. Frederic, alter 
waiting some time for intelligence respecting D*Ar- 
gens, became convinced he had deceived him and 
abandoned his service. Under this impression he in 
great anger struck his name out of the list of pen- 
sions. When this step reached the ears of D*Argens 
he was equally furious at the king's ingratitude, and 
returned immediately to Provence, where he died in 
1771 ; after having, contrary to what might have 
been expected from the general tenor of his life and 
writings, given proofs of a return to Christian senti- 
ments.f The conductf of Frederic, in treating an an- 
cient servant with such harshness and indignity upon 
mere suspicions, was inexcusable ; nor can we think 
it at all expiated by the order he gave some years 
afterward, when he heard of the death of the marquis, 
to erect a marble monument in the church of Eguilles 
to his memory. 

The Baron de Poellnitz was a Prussian adventurer, 
who has left several volumes of Memoirs and Let- 
ters, which made some noise at the time they were 
published, but are now forgotten. He had changed 
his religion several times, and always with the inten- 
tion of benefiting his temporal interests.;!: Poellnitz 
was born to some fortune, which he soon wasted, 
and afterward lived during the course of his long life 
by his wits ; that is to say, by obtaining money by 
any means in his power, even those that were the 

* B^A^eM bad married Mademcdselle Coctaois, an actress of Berlin, 
who^ in wpHe of her origin, made him an attachM and exeellent wift ; 
and ill described also as having been a sensible and agreeable, thoogli 
ugly woman. 

t Blographie TJniTeraelte. I Ihid, 
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least honourable. He had visited and lited in every 
court of Europe, and had obtained money or employ- 
ments at different times from almost all the sove- 
reigns of them.* Implicated in the conspiracy of the 
Duchess du Maine and Cellamare against the Regent 
Duke of Orleans, he was forced to fly from Paris, 
and narrowly escaped punishment. He finally set- 
tled himself at Berlin, where Frederic made him his 
chamberlain, and admitted him into his society. Here 
he occupied a mixed station between a buffoon and a 
butt ; and Frederic was frequently not able to resist 
showing his contempt for his character, though he 
was at the same time amused by him.f 

The manner in which Poellnitz was induced to 
change his religion for the last time is sufficiently 
curious, and shows the little consideration with 
which the king treated him. One day the baron was 
complaining to Frederic of his poverty, a subject 
upon which he was very eloquent, when the latter, 
"after listening with apparent interest, said to him, 
with an air of kindness, " I should very much like to 
be of use to you ; but what can I do ? You know I 
.can only just manage by means of economy to find 
funds for what I am obUged to do, in consequence 
of the poverty of my territories. If you were still a 
Catholic I could give you a canonry : every now- 
and-then I have a good one falls vacant. At this 
, moment, indeed, there is one unfilled, and I do not 
know who to give it to : you may conceive I had 
much rather you had it than many others. But you 
are now of the reformed religion ; that is to say, of 
the one which is unhappily the poorest of all, and 
which therefore offers me no means of beipg of use. 
to you, — a circumstance which, I assure you, I much 
regret." The baron was deceived by the air of frank- 
ness with which the king uttered these words; and 
trusting implicitly to what he heard, he .proceeded 

* Tbielmult, SouTenira de ViDgt Ana de S^jour 4 Berlin, 
t Biof raphie UniTcrseUe. 
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to act acoordingfy. That very eveaiogb^inade his 
abjuration in fonn;. atidthe ne;$ct morning came to 
announce to Fjnfederiq that he had followed his adviqe, 
and that henow boped:to receive, the benefice which 
his .ma|e&(ty had led him to ex{)ect. " I aqn exceed- 
ingly fiorry,". replied the king, with much gravity, 
''but I' have this yery morning given away the can- 
^hry I.spoke to you about* This is a sad disappoints 
jbent:tp. me ; but how could I imaghie that you wer^ 
fiO'ieady again to change your reUgion % What csuoi 
Jtiiow do } Ah ! I remember that I have stiU got a 
^situation o£ rabbi to appoint to. pecon^e a Jew, and 
i promise it to you.^' The. vexation ajQd disappoint- 
ment of Poeilmtz when he found, he >ad. beei;i d^ 
eeived. may be imagined; but he nevertheless cour 
tinned a Roman Catholic for thq rest of his life.* 

Among the. friends aind cofi^paniQns of Frederic ail 
this time^ one of th^e most accomplished was the 
Italian, Algarotti^ Born at Y^nic^, of wealthy pa- 
rents, who gave him a cajr^fui education, he ^arly 
devoted himself to the purouiliof litejrati^re and the 
sciences.. At the age of twenty-one he. published 
his ** NewtonianisimQ per.le D^e,** in which be en- 
deavoured to explain the Newtonian siystem of phi- 
losophy in a .maimer which might be easy, of com- 
prehension to women and people of the world. This 
work had great success, and was translated into va- 
rious languages. He wsijs afterward very successful 
in his productions of Italian poetry, as well as in va- 
rious dissertations npon literary and. spientific sub- 
jects.! Frederic had early become apquainted with 
him; and he had visited that sovereign, while only 

Crince-royal* at Rhetnuberg. He afterward settled 
imselffor somei 3^ars at Potsdam, where Frederic 
appointed him one of hiac^iaieberlains, and conferred 
on him the title of count and the order of merit. 
The King of Prussia appears to have treated him 

* Thiebault, SoQTeoin de Vmgt Ans de S^joor A Berlin, 
t Biograptaie Uoir^raeUe. 
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with inyariable kindness, and was accustomed to caM 
him his ^ dear swan of Italy.** The amiable mannersi 
ipreat sweetness of disposition, and brilliant talents 
of Algarotti caused him to be universaUy liked and 
esteemed. His lungs becoming aiTected by the severe 
dim Ae of Germany, he returned to his native land ; 
and finally died at Pisa in 1764, at the*age of fifty- 
two. Frederic erected a monument to his memory 
in the Campo Santo at Pisa, on which was engraved^ 
at the desire of Algarotti, these words : — ^ Hie jacet 
Fr. Algarottus non omnis.** To this inscription the 
King (^'Pmssta requested permission to add, ^ Al- 
garotto Ovidii semulo, Neutoni discipnlo, Fredericus 
Rex.** Those who had the care of executing the 
monarch's intentions only permitted themselves to 
change the. last of these words, for which tbey very 
properly substituted the epithet of Miignus. 

D*Arget, who was one of Frederic's readers oi 
secretaries, was also admitted to the suppers of Sans 
Souci. He seems to have ienjoyed a considerable 
share of the king's favour, whose service he only 
quitted in consequence of his ill-healUi. He returned 
to his native country, France ; from whence he al- 
ways kept up a correspondence, with his old master.* 
He af^ars to have been a man of popular manners 
and agreeable conversation ; but is principally known 
in consequence of his connexion with F'lederic and 
the singular manner in which he became attached to 
that sovereign. In the second war of Silesia the 
Marquis de Yalori, who was' French minister at the 
court of Berlin, accompanied Frederic in his cam- 
paigns. Upon a certain occasion the house where he 
lodged was attacked by the Austriam pahdours, who • 
were very near taking Vidori prisoner. He was 
obliged to jump out of the window as they entered 
the room ; but would probably not have escaped, 
had it not been for the presence of mind of his secre 

* IBapptement aux tEnvrea poatliuiiM de Frederie IL 
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taiy lyArget, who remained behind, and jB^ve him- 
self out as the envoy. Frederic was so much pleased 
with the account he heard of D'Arget's conduct that 
he requested Valori to give him up to him, and at« 
tached him to his own servfoe. Frederic was accus- 
tomed to laugh much at the adventure, and at the 
anxiety of the Austrians to obtain possession of Va- 
lori, whom, he said, he supposed they considered as 
the palladium of the Austrian success.* Hence arose 
his heroi-comic poem entitled the Palladium, of which 
D'Ar^t is the hero. 

It IS related of Bossuet, that when he was first 
made Bishop of Meaux he found his chapter com- 
posed of heavy stupid men, who, however, lived in 
amity and peace together. Disgusted with their 
dulness, he determined as their places fell vacant ta 
fill them up with men of abilities ; and thus by de- 
grees he collected the cleverest chapter in France. 
Bitterly, however, did he rue his success ; for to the 
former tranquillity succeeded those interminable 
Jealousies and rivalries which peculiarly infest the 
society of those who have pretensions to talent ; and 
he lived to regret the chapter he had before despised- 
Thus it was with the society of Frederic : no sooner 
had fie collected around him all that Europe could 
furnish of men the most eminent in talent, than his 
court became the focus of the lowest intrigues and 
jealousies ; and it is to some of' these that we must 
attribute the first coolness which arose between Vol- 
taire and his royal friend. 

The literary men whom Frederic had invited to " 
Potsdam, «nd who had been settled there before the 
arrival of Voltaire, were, as has been before men- 
tioned, jealous of the new comer ; and the more so 
on account of the excessive superiority of his talents. 
At the head of these was Maupertuis, whose inordi- 
nate vanity rendered him peculiarly envious of any 

• Vto^sFradertcn. 
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celebrity but'Jb\9 owi;i. lliese persops were p|Br« 
pc3tualiy endeavouring to Injure Ypltaire in the mind 
of Frederic, tp whom they reported any thing dis* 
paraging of the king or of his poetry which iix mo* 
ments of , bad-humour. fell frpni the irritable poet,* 
Thus,. after the death oif La Mettrie, Maupertuis told 
the lung that Voltaire had said that the. place of 
atheist to his majesty was vacant. '* This calumny,'' 
observes Voltaire, '^ had .no eifect;".but he ^ded, 
'^that I thought the king wrote bad verses^ and this 
was more successful."! 

In addition to tiiese intrigues against him on the 
part of others, Voltaire did himself^ harm by hi« 
unworthy jealousy of Baculard d'Arpaud. .It may 
be remembered, that it w.as a feeling of anger at the 
praise bestowed by Frederic upon the poetry of 
Arnaiid which mainly determined Voltaire to comp 
to Potsdam ; and arnving as he did, with such dis- 
positions, it wa^ not likely that he and his former 
disciple should continue good friends^ On the other 
hand, Arnaud» who found his favour cpnsiderably 
diminished since the arrival of Voltaire^ cpuld not 
regard the author pf this decline of his iniluepce 
with any kindly feelings. Their recjprocs^ dislike 
manifested itself in v^rioi^ bickerings and quafrels. 
In one of these, w^ch took place ^fpr^ Frederic, 
they respectively so far forgot thp presence of the 
king as to break out into violept abuse of one 
another.it The conclusion of this contest was the 
departure of Arnaud from Pptsdam, which was 
brought about by the eadeavours of Voltaire. But 
though the latter was enabled to disgrace his rival, 
bis very victory, and the trouble and uneasiness it 
had caused to the king, occasioned a sensible diminu* 
tion of his own favour.^ 

* Oondoroet, Vie de Voltaire. 

t M^rooires pour nervir A la Vie de M. de Voltaire. 

t Vie de Frederic II. 

^ TUabaulc, SottTetilra de Tingt Ana de S^fov a Beriln. 
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Other circumstances also occurred which- dis^ 
pleased the king, and added to his causes of com- 
plaint against his apparent favourite. Frederic, as 
it is weU known, was economical, and so was also 
Voltaire ; and this circumstance in their respective 
characters occasioned additional differences between 
them. Among the advantages which were to accrue 
to Voltaire, in consequence of his residence in the 
palace of the King of Frussia, was the being supplied 
with tea, coffee, chocolate, sugar, &c. Those, 
however, whose duty it was to furnish him ^ith 
these articles usually sent him vety bad Xyties. 
Voltaire complained of tlus to the king, who prom- 
ised to have it remedied. The evil, however, con- 
tinuing, and Voltaire again complaihlng, the king in 
a jocose tone told him, that as he saw that his 
anxiety respecting these trifles diverted his niind 
from the sublime stiidies in which he was engaged, 
he would give orders that he should no longer be 
troubled with them ; and accordingly ordered these 
perquisites to be suppressed.* The conclusion which 
the king thus unexpectedly came to astonished and 
enraged the poet ; and determined him to make up, 
by his own contrivances, for £he advantages of which 
he had been deprived. With this view, he was ac- 
customed to sell the allowance of wax-candle$ 
which was still made to him, and to supply their 
place by the following ingenious manoBUvre. While 

Eassing the evenings with the king in his apartment^ 
e was accustomed to t«ie bppoTtunities of retiring 
to his own room ; and eadh time that he did so, hie 
iirmed himself with one of the large wax-candles 
which lighted the king^s rooms, which be. lievei' 
brought back with him.f *' 

- ^Thiebaolt, JSottTenira deVingt' An» de B^our * B«rlln. 

t Ttw editor of the *' M^nM)ii;«9 sur Voltaire, par Wagnerea et Long- 
Miamp/ entenr, In iL long hotej into nrach aboae of Ttvlebaiilc and his 
**Soovenira," ftom whence the aneodeie in the text ia -taken { and eon-' 
testa the truth of hia relatiooa, emeciaUyin this instaikoe. If the mfihut 
or the note bad contented hiouwir with reprobating the ttyiSttaAe. dkkd 
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Tbis conduct could not please Frederic ; and a 
lawsuit which Voltaire was obliged to undertake 
against a Jew who had cheated him, but which his 
enemies about the King of Prussia persuaded the 
latter was a transaction discreditable to Voltaire, 
exasperated still more hia feelings. Voltaire' had 
charged a Jew, of the name of Herscheld, to buy 
for him, at Leipsic, certain letters of exchange to 
the amount of ten thousand francs. Herscheld left 
in Voltaire's hands, as security, certain diamonds, 
. which, though in his possession, belonged to Chasot, 
one of Frederic's frieiids, of whom mention has 
already been made, who had received them from the 
Duchess of Mecklenburg, whose lover he had been. 
After some time, Voltaire, discovering that the 
diamonds were not the property of the Jew, deter- 
mined not to employ him ; and wrote to him to that 
effect. The Jew, upon this, demanded an exorbitant 
sum for his trouble. Voltaire refused to pay him ; 
and Herscheld, in return, declined receiving back the 
diamonds, alleging that Voltaire had substituted 
smaller ones of less value for {hose which he had 
delivered over to him. The cause upon this came 
into the courts of law ; and the cabal who were hos- 
tile to Voltaire persuaded the King of Prussia that 
the French poet's conduct had been extremely dis- 
honest; and prevailed upon the king to order him . 
not to appear at Potsdam till he could justify him- 
self.* 

It was on occasion of this temporary disgrace 
that Frederic, in a letter to D'Arget, thus expresses 
himself: — ^** Voltaire has conducted himself like a 
blackguard, and a consummate rascal. I have talked 

manner of arrangement of Thiebault, no difference of opinion ooold- 
have existed ; but when, without offering either fticts or arguments in 
support of his decision, he denies the truth of anecdotes which no one 
oould have had such accurate means of knowing as the relator of them, it 
is impossible not to pereeiye that some hidden cause for his unreaeonabls 
disparagement of Thiebault, which appeara neither founded in reason 
■or Justice, must exist. ' 

• Vis dfe Frederic a 
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to him as he deserved. He is a sad fellow ; and I 
am quite ashamed for human abilities, that a man 
who has so much of them should be so fbll of 
wickedness."* Voltaire's cause with Herscheld 
lasted for some months ; after which judgment was 
given in favour of the former, who was entirely ex- 
onerated from even the slightest suspicion ofhaving 
acted wrong, to the great disappointment of Mau- 
pertuis and others. He was, in appearance, restored 
to favour ; but the feelings of Frederic and Voltaire 
towards each other must have been very different 
from those with which they met when the latter first 
came to Potsdam. 

It was also reported to Voltaire tliat Frederic, 
when asked by La Mettrie why he continued to ex- 
tend his favour to him, had replied,! " Wait a little. 
I mean to suck the orange, and to throw away the 
rind." This remark " worthy," as Voltaire says, 
" of Dionysius of Syracuse," was reported to the 
object of it ; and from this time he began to revenge 
himself upon the king, by sarcasms of various kirids.! 
These, through the industty of Maupertuis, were all 
conveyed to that monarch; and, turning as they 
principally did upon ridicule of his compositions, 
added much to his<bittemess against the author of 
them.^ Thus, when theGeneral M anstein recjuested 
Voltaire to look over and correct his Memoigrs,,the 
latter replied, "I have so much dirty linen of the 
king's to wash, that yours must wait." Again, on 
receiving a packet of the king's verses, he threw it 
on the table, and said, with much ill-humour, *' That 
man is Caesar and the Abb6 Cotinl united."ir Seve- 

* Bated April, 17S3.~Sapp!ement aax (Eavres postbiunes de Fred- 
eric 11. 

t " Laisses faire. On presae Torange, et on la jette, qaand on ayaI6 
le tas .» X M^moirea pottr senrlr k la Vie d« BiL de Voltaire. 

i CommentaiTe Hiatorique anr lea (Eavrea de r Autear de la Henriada^ 
i Colin waa th« miserable French poetaster satirized by Boileau :«- 
« Et que sert & Cotin la raison qui lui crie, 
N'ecris plus, gneria-toi d'une vaine fUrie." 

IT OcNidoroet, Vie de Voltaire. 



352 UTS OF FREDERIC IL [175!3. 

pal epigrams of the bitterest kind were also written by 
Frederic and Voltaire upon each other ; which it was 
always contrived by those persons who wished to 
render the breach between them so wide as to be 
irreparable, should reach the eyes or ears of the 
person lampooned.* 

Upon one occasion, when Frederic thought h^ 
had more reason than usual to be displeased with 
Voltaire, he wrote to him a reproachful note, wl;iich 
concluded with these severe words : ** You have a 
heart a hundred times more horrible than your ge- 
nius is beautiful.*' He sent this note from his own 
apartment to that of Voltaire by a page. Wheii 
Voltaire had read it, his rage knew no bounds: He 
applied to the king every odiods epithet he could 
mink of; at the saipe time making the most yiruleht 
charges against him. All this, with a loud and angry 
voice, while (Striding about his room, and showing 
symptoms of Extreme agitation. The poor pag6, 
who was waiting for his answer, was frightened 
beyond measure, and endeavoured to arrest his 
course by saying to him, " Sir, recollect yourself, 
and reflect that he is king ; that you'arfe in his housed 
and that I, who listen to ydu, am in his service.'* 
These words had an instantaneous effect upon Vol- 
taire, though without apparently calming his vio^ 
lencel but he seized^lie page by the arm, and cried 
out, ^ It is you, sir, that I take as the judge be- 
tween him arid me. I defy you to discover any fault 
I have committed towards him. I have committed 
one, it is true, and it is an irreparable one ; it is that 
of having taught him to make verses better than I 
can myself. Go, sir, and take him this answer !** 

The page went up stairs again to the king, whom 
he found walking about his room, and waiting impa- 
fientlv foir the answer. "Have you delivered my 
notef" cried the king, as doon as he saw hinu 

*ViedeFk«derien. 
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•* Yes, sire.** — " Did you deliver it to M. de Voltaire 
liimselfl" — "Yes, sire;*^^— •• Did he read it before 
you I"—** Yes, sire.** — " What did he say and do, 
after having read itl^ T6 this question the tetri* 
fiedpage returned no answer. "I ask you what 
M. ae Voltaire, said, when he had read my note f 
Still the page continued silent. "Take care of 
yourself, sir, continued the angry monarch; "I 
am determined to know what he said and did. 
There, speak, I command- you.** The page, now 
paore frightened than ever, began to tell nis tale^ 
stopping between almost eveiyVord, and not daring 
to lift his eyes to the king; who, as the relation 
proceeded, became every instaiit more agitated and 
more angry. Buft the exaggerated compliments to 
his own verses, wKich cpncli^ed the comtinunication, 
restored him' at once to calmnes^; and, wheii the 
page had finished, he only shrugged his shoulders, 
and said, " He is certainly mad !"* Similar Examples 
of yoltaire*s insolence towards Frederic might be 
multQ^lied, but enou^ has been said to prove how 
great were tjie liberties he permitted to himsiiilf, in 
his remarks upon that sovereign. 

/This state of excitement fetween the King 'of 
Ihrussia and his former favourite could not J)ossibly 
go on for any length Of time without coming to an 
open rapture. It was, however, reiserred for Mau* 
pertuis, who had peihaps been the first cause of 
their differences, to be also the occasion of their 
final quarrel. The jealousy which Maupertuis alway li 
had felt towards Voltaire had been ripeiied ihto 
a still more acrimonious feeling by the saircastic 
remarks which Voltaire' perrtiitlwl himself to make 
upon the president of the * Berlin Ackdemy, as soon 
as he discovered how much he was his enemy. 
Thus, one eveningi when they, Were returning to* 
fether in one of the king*s carriiages from Sanh 

• Tlil«bflidf.8oafciiind«^SiiClAasdeB61oiv*]lertlA. 
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Bouci to Potsdam, Maapertois, who had talked a 

good deal durip^ the supper, remarked " What an 
agreeable evening we have had." — " I never passed 
a stupider!" was Voltaire's reply. Upon' another 
occasion. Voltaire had been particularly brilliant, 
and after supper the whole party made a circle 
round him, and paid him compliments. Maupertuis 
alone remained silent, which made one of the party 
ask him why he looked so grave. '' As for me/* 
said Maupertuis, " I own, I thought it all very tiring." 
— " I dare say, my dear president, you did," replied 
Voltaire; " it is becatise you are yourself tiresome !"* 
But Voltaire was not a man likely to confine him- 
self to a war of conversation, and accordingly he 
only waited for an opportunity to turn his adversary 
into ridicule by means of a lampoon. This occasion 
soon presented itself. Maupertuis entered into a 
controversy with Koenig, a geometrician of emi- 
nence, and librarian to the Princess of Orange at 
the HajBfue, respecting a discovery which he alleged 
himself to have made ; but which Koenig asasrted, 
and with reason, to have been originally made by 
Leibnitz. Koenig, in support of what he advanced, 
quoted a copy of a lettfer of Leibnitz, which was 
in his possession. Maupertuis summoned him to 
produce the original, which Kcenig was unable to 
do. He had received the copy in question from 
the unfortunate Hienzi, who some years before 
had been belieaded at Berne, iu consequence of 
his endeavours to deliver that canton from the ty- 
ranny of its senate. The letter of Leibnitz could 
not be found among the papers of Hienzi ; and 
Maupertuis took occasion of this circumstance to 
persuade the Academy at Berlin, whom he led as 
Ke pleased, to expel Kcenig from their society, as 
the forger of the letter in question ; declaring him, 
%t the same time, unworthy of the title of academi- 
nan. The manifest injustice of this decision roused 

* Thiebaalt, ScuTeoin de Vlqgt Ana de S^jour 4 BeiUn. 
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the anger of Voltaire, who, during his residence 
with Madame du Chatelet at Cirey, had known and 
liked Kcenig. He therefore openly took his part, 
and published several small pamphlets in his favour ; 
in which justness of reasoning and good sense were 
mingled with the most pointed sarcasm.* 

Maupertuis contrived to interest Frederic in his 
favour by talking to him of the honour of his Acad- 
emy ; and Frederic, in consequence, obtained from 
Voltaire a promise that he would publish nothuig 
more against the Academy or its president. This 
promise Voltaire adhered to till he conceived him* 
self released from it by the conduct of Frederic, 
who could not himself resist writing epigrams and 
other productions to ridicule Maupertuis. Voltaire 
now determined to keep no further measures with 
Maupertuis. The latter philosopher had, unfortu- 
nately for himself, just published a very singular 
book, in whic]i, among other wild schemes and theo- 
ries, he proposed to dissect the brains of Patagonian 
giants, ill order to discover the nature of the soul ; 
to build a town where Latin should be the only 
language spoken ; to dig a hole to the centre of the 
earth ; and to cure maladies, and preserve life fox 
several centuries, by covering the patienta with an 
impervious plaster made of rosin. 

The occasion was tempting, and Voltaire resolved 
'to devote Maupertuis to eternal ridicule, by a work 
which he entitled, *' The Diatribe of the Doctor Aka- 
kia. Physician to the Pope."t This satire, which 
was written in his most amusing manner, and which 
exposed unpityingly all the ^surdities advanced 
by Maupertuis, he showed to various persons. Its 
existence soon became known to Frederic, who 
sent immediately for its author. A long interview 
was the consequence, in which Frederic persuaded 

* Vie de Voltaire.— M6mQ' res poor serrir A la Vie de M. de Voltaine. 
— Gommentaire Historique. 

t M^raoirM poor aerrir A la Via de M. de Valtait«.-TO(nmiientairf 
Hi«tori(iae 



356 LIFE OF FREDERIC H. [1703. 

Voltaire, by means of flatteries and cajoleries, to 
bring him the manuscript, and to permit him to 
bum it. Voltaire returned with his work, which he 
delivered to the king, sa3ing at' the same time, 
" Here, sire, is this innocent who is doomed to per- 
ish for the public good. I deliver him to you to 
command execution to be done upon him.** Fred- 
eric requested Voltaire to read Ms satire to him, 
which the latter complied with ; and the king neyei 
ceased his praises and laughter at the humour and 
wit of each sentence. "Wlen •* The Diatribe** had 
been read through, it was thrown into th6 fire with 
much solemnity, as a sacrifice to Vulcan ; the king 
aiid Voltaire imitating at the same time, before im 
fireplace, the isacrificial dances of the ancients.* 

Frederic now thought he had gained a victory,' 
and that Maupertuis would be permitted to publish 
his singular reveries in peace. But the time was 
passed when any real confidence subsisted between 
the Prussian monarch and Voltaire. The latter had 
kept a copy of " The Akakia ;'• and the former, feiar- 
Ail that such might have be^en the caiie, had seht 
particular orders to all the printers of Berlin not to 
print any i<^ork for Voltaire, unless they had the 
King's especial permission for it. Voltaire, how- 
ever, contrived to jget **The Akakia** printed, by 
minding the sheets with those of a woik for the 
printingof which lie had obtained the king*s permis- 
sion. Th^ printer, deceived by this, made no objec- 
tion; and when the twowbrks were respectively 
completed, Voltaire separated them, and made pres^ 
ents of *« The Biatribe^' to his friends, taking care 
to send four copies into 'Holland. 

As soon as Frederic hisard of VoRaire's condtict 
he became furious, had the edition seized,' and com- 
khianded it to be biirtot by the common hangman. 
This execution took place in the Place des Gen-d^armes 

* TMibralt, 8oitV«rin de Viact Am de S^Jcnir A B«rlto 
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at. ^Berlin, in 8ight of YQltaire, w]ip stoocl at a \fiii- 
dow, and cried out, when the smoke rose, '* Look 
at the soul of Manpertuis, which escapes in smoke; 
and what black, thick, ^heavy smoke it is ! At the 
same time,, what a loss of wood j Apd then tho§e 
four poor little dese^iters, w.hp are trs^velling^ po^^ 
and escaping into Holland !?* , 

This proceeding of the King of t^russia was, oni^ 
dictated by the anger of the. moment, and like most 
which proceed from a sinuiar source, was. a very 
foolish oiie. Tins, piiblic degradation of ^* The Dia^ 
tribe'' was unwarrantably severe, viewed, as a pun- 
ishment ;t while, as a mode of ^nishing ^ Uterary 
controversy, it was ridiculous. It also finally pre* 
vented any further intimacy, or any restoration of 
friendship, between the king and his guest. Of 
the. extent of .the anger of the King of Prussia 
at this. . moment against Voltaire, some notion 
may be formed from the following note, which h^ 
wrote to him respecting the printing ,of " The Aka- 
kia." ** Your effrontery astonishes me. A^^cr 
what you have done, and which is as clear as the 
day, yon persist in y^our denials, instead pf acknow- 
ledging yourself culpable. Po not. imagine that you 
ean persuade, people that white ^is black., Wl^en I 
appear not to see, it is that I do not choose to see ; 
but if you go on with your present conduct, I will 
publish the whol^. transaction ; and it will then be 
seen that if the beauty of your works make you 
worthy of having statues erected to you, the infamy 
of your conduct merits chains. 

^ P.S. The printer has been interrogated, and has 
declared every thing."J 

* Thiebavlt, Soorenira de Vingt Ana de 86Joar A Bertin. 

t TiM paniohment, indeed, was more serere than at flrat would «p> 
pear, ftom the eireamatanee thnt " The Diatribe of the Doetor Akalda** 
was the only book which Frederic ever caused to be subjected to a 
simirar indignity. 

i Supplement aux (Euyres posthumes de Frederic le Grand. 
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To D*ATiset,wlio was at Paris, Frederic also 
wrote thus upon the subjeet of Voltaire :•— ** I am 
Dot surprised that people talk at Paris of the quarrel 
of our beaux esprits. Voltaire is the most mischiev- 
ous madman I ever knew. He is only good to read. 
It is impossible for you to imagine the duplicities, 
the impositions, the infamies he practised here. I 
am quite indignant that so much talent and acquire- 
ment does not make men better. I took the part 
of Mauperiuis, because he is a good sort of roan, and 
that the other had determined upon ruining him ; 
but I did not lend myself to his revenge in the way 
he would have wished. A little too much vanity 
had rendered him too sensitive of the manoeuvres of 
this monkey, whom he ought to have despised, after 
having castigated him.^f 

That Voltaire was not behind the King of Prussia 
in the acrimony of his feelings we have ample proof 
in the work he has Jeft us, entitled his Memoirs ; in 
which, whenever he speaks of Frederic, and he does 
so at almost every page, his pen is dipped in the 
iMtterest gall. 

Shortly after the burning of the Akakia, Voltaire, 
upon the pretext of his health and his affairs, de- 
manded to be permitted to return to France. This 
request he accompanied with the restoration to the 
king of the patent of his pension, of the key of 
chamberlain, and the cross of merit, which he was 
now accustomed with his intimates to call ^the 
disgraceful marks of his slavery.^ With these he 
seut the following well-turned and well-imagined 
lines : — 

** Je 1m reevM arae tendreme, 
Et Je 1m rends aree douleur, 
Comine an amant, dans sa Jalouse ardeor 
Rend le portrait de sa maitresse.**} 



* Tbe letter is dated Potsdam, April, 1753, and was probably writtec 
taimadiatel}* aAer tbe departure of V<ritaire Ihrni the Prussian oouit. 
t Supplement aux CEuvres posthnmea de Frederic le Grand. 
t Condoroet, Vie de Voltaire. 
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This iatteiy he thought would occasion the sue* 
cess of his petition; but Frederic, who, perhap8» 
after, all wished to keep him, refused to let him go i 
but sent him, in allusion to his complaints about his 
health, some bark, and advised him to try some 
mineral waters in Silesia, instead of the waters^ of 
Plomlneres, which he had requested to be allowed 
to visit. He also returned to him the patent, the 
key and the cross. 

Voltaire, in despair, now demanded an audience, 
which was readily granted.* He was received with 
kindness, and obtained the leave of absence he de- 
sired ; and was invited to supper. ^ I made, there- 
fore,^ says Voltaire, *' one more supper, after the 
manner of Damocles ; after which I departed, with 
a promise of returning to the king, and with a firm 
determination never to see him again."! 1^^ fi^sd 
interview between Frederic aiid Voltaire took plac9 
on the parade at Potsdam, where the king was then 
occupied with his soldiers. One of the attendants 
announced him to his majesty, with these words :-— 
** iSire, here is Monsieur de Voltaire, who is come 
to receive the orders of ^rour majesty." Frederic 
turned to Voltaire, and said to him, ^ Monsieur de 
Voltaire, are ^ you still determined upon going 1" — 
** Sire, affairs which I cannot neglect, and above all, 
the state of my health, oblige me to it." — ^" In that 
case, sir, I wish you a good journey." Thus parted 
these two remarkable men, who were never destined 
to meet again.| 

But the adventures of Frederic and Voltaire were 
unhappily by no means as yet concluded. From 
Potsdam Voltaire proceeded to Leipsic, where he 
received a challenge from Maupertuis,^ which only 
served to open a new subject for his pleasantries and 

* Condorcet, Vie da Voltaire. 

t llto<rtrea poor aenrir A la Vie de M. de Voltaire. 

t Thiebaalt, Sourentra de Viu«t Ana de S^Jcv A Beriiiu 

\ Ooodofeet* Vie de VoUaira. 
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saxcasms* From theoce he went to the cQurt of the 
Duchess of Saxe-Gotha» *' an excellent princess," as 
he observes, " who fortui^ately did npt make verses."* 
After remainins: a month at Gotha he proceeded to 
Hesse-.Cassel« where the margrave, '* a, prin9e still 
further removed from poetry than the Duchess, of 
Gotha," had invited him to his court. Here he met 
the Baron de PoeUoitz, ivho was returning to Fotsr 
dam from a watering-place he had been visitiilg, and 
was entirely ignorant of aU that had taken place at 
that court during his absence, Poellnitz always af- 
terward described Voltaire as exhibiting ungovei?)r 
able rage whenever he spoke of Frederic. *^ Your 
king," said he, ^ has treated me unworthily ; and you 
may tell him that I will never fprgetit* Ves, tell hiin 
that I will revenge myself : posterity shall know the 
whole transaction. He sh^l himself long, repent of 
his conduct when it is too late I Yes, I ^ill be re- 
venged : pray tell him so,''t 

It was sqqh vindictive feelings as these, height- 
ened as they afterward were by the scenes, which 
took place at Frankfort,, that dictated those malevo- 
lent pages in the memoirs of himself, which have 
been fpr so. many years Jhe arsenal from whence all 
the topics of abuse against the Kiog of Prussia l^a.vjB 
been taken^ • 

From Cassel Voltaire proceeded to. Frankfort, 
where his niece, Madaipe. Denis, mejt hini4 Unfor- 
tunately for him9 he had inadvertently carried aw^y 
from Potsdam, with his own books, a quarto volume 
of the King of Prussia's poetry, which was printed, 
but not published ; and which had been confided to 
him for the purpose of correction at his leisure.^ 
Frederic expected when Voltaire went away that he 

* Bi^molres poar tenrir A la Vie de M. de Voltaire, 
t Tbiebault, Sonvenire de Vingt Ana de S^joor A Beriin. 
i Condorcet, Vie de Voltaire.— M^moires poar aervir 4 la Vie de M 
d« Voltaire. 
( Commeotaire Hiatorigue aur lea (finnea da rAnteur de la Henrlsde 
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would hare returned it to him ; bat the latter forgot 
to do so.* This was too fair an <^portunity for the 
malevolence of Maupertuis to work upon to be omit- 
ted. He persuaded the king that Voll^e could only 
have carried the volume of poetry away with some 
bad purpose ; either to publish it surreptitiously or 
wfth unfriendly commentaries ; or perhaps even with 
notes explanatory of the parts which were written 
by him, as contra-distinguished from those which 
were resdly the productions of the royal author. 
These insinuations had so great an effect upon the 
king's mind that he determined upon a most unwise 
and unfair step, — namely, that of sending orders to 
his residents at Frankfort to arrest Voltaire upon his 
arrival in that town, and not to release him till he had 
given up the brevet of his pension, the key of cham- 
berlain, the cross of merit, and above all» the volume 
of the king's poetry.f 

The agents of the King of Prussia at Frankfort* 
Into whose hands the unhappy poet now fell, were 
two Germans of the name of Freitag and Schmitt, 
neither of them persons of very good character ; and 
wtio seem to have exceeded their instructions, at 
least in the rigorous manner in which they executed 
them. The lustory of the whole transaction cannot 
possibly be more amusingly given than in the words 
of Voltaire himself :—" Upon my arrival," says he, 
^ they signified to me that I must not stir from Frank- 
fort till I had restored the precious effects belonging 
to his majesty which I had carried away with me. 
*Alas! gentlemen, I carry nothing away from that 
country, I assure you ; not even the least regret. 
What, then, are the jewels of the crown of Branden- 
burgh which you redemand from me V — *• Cetre 
Monsiry answered Freitag, • Pcsuvre de poeshie du r<n 
mtmeradeux mattreJ*-^ Oh V replied I, * I will restore 
to him most readily both his prose and his vers^ 

* Tbiebanlt, ttouTenin de Vingt Aim de S^Jonr i BnUn. 
t Dr. Towers's MemoixB of Frederic 10. 
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though I nare more claims than one upon the work. 
His majesty gave me a copy, beautifuU^r bound ; but 
unhappily this book is still at Leipsic with my other 
effects.' Upon this, Freitag proposed to me to remain 
at Frankfort' till the treasure from Leipsic arrived ; 
and he signed for me the following pretty memoran- 
dum: — * Monsir^ sitdt le ^os ballot de Leipsic sera 
tcij ou est VcBuvre de poeshte du roi num maUre^ cue sa 
mafestS demande^ et Vctwore de poeshie rendu a mat^ 
vous pourrez porter ou vaus peraitra ban. A Franc/ort^ 
I de /utn, 1753. Freitae^ risident du roi man mattre.* 
I wrote at the bottom ofthe memorandum, * Bon pour 
VcBuore de poeshie du roi tfotre mattre ;* with which the 
resident was much satisfied. On the 17th of June 
arrived the great package of poeshies. I faithfully 
delivered up this sacred deposite ; and then thought 
that I might take my departure without asking per* 
mission of any crowned head. But at the very in- 
stant when I was setting off I was arrested ; I, my 
secretary, and my servants. My niece was also ar- 
rested ; and four soldiers dragged her through the 
mud of the streets to Sotunitt. They stuffed us both 
into a sort of small inn, at the door of which were 
placed twelve soldiers ; four others were placed in 
my room ; four in a garret to which my niece had 
been conducted; four in a sort of cockloft open to 
all the winds of heaven, in which they made my 
secretary sleep upon straw. My niece had, it is true, 
a small bed; but the four soldiers*in her room, with 
fixed bayonets, supphed the place of curtains and 
chambermaids. We were kept in this manner twelve 
^jTS prisoners of war, and we were obliged to pay 
one hundred and forty crowns each day. Schmitt 
had taken possession of my effects, which were at 
length restored to me lighter by half. It was im- 
possible to pay dearer for the CEuvre de poeshie du 
Moi de Prusse. I lost about as much as he had ex- 
pended in getting me to Potsdam and in taking les 
»ons of me ; so parting, we were quits.''* 

* M^moirMpoar serrir* la Vie da It de Voltiira. 
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It does not appear exactly what was the cause of 
this last outrage committed upon Voltaire and his 
niece by the King of Prussia's residents. In his own 
Memoirs Voltaire assigns no reasqn for it. In the 
" Commentaire Historique" he hints something about 
letters of exchange which it was thought, without 
reason, he had carried away with him from Potsdam. 
And in Chaudon's Memoirs of him it is said that he 
attempted to make his escape while waiting for the 
arrival of the (Euvre de Poeshie ; but was pursued 
and brought back, and treated, in consequence, with 
this extreme rigour. It would however appear the 
most probable solution of the enigma to suppose tha 
Freitag and Schmitt thought, as he was evidently a 
person out of favour with their sovereign, that they 
might exceed their orders ; and thus extract money 
from him for their own profit. However this may 
be, their violences were afterward disowned by the 
King of Prussia, who was probably ashamed of the 
ridicule which his anger had brought upon himself. 

Voltaire hastened to put the Rhine between himself 
and the Prussian monarch, and retired to Plombieres, 
For two years from this time all commerce between 
these two extraordinary men was broken off; and it 
would hardly seem to have been possible that it 
could ever have been renewed. But though all real 
affection between them was at an end, a sort of sym- 
pathetic attraction which nothing could eradicate 
drew them together. In 1755 Frederic wrote to Vol- 
taire, and sent him an opera he had just composed. 
Voltaire answered respectfully ; and from this mo- 
ment their correspondence continued till the death 
of the latter.* 

* M6molrM pour Mrrir A la Vie de It de Voltalr8.-<EaTrai de Vol* 
eire. 
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' CHAPTER IV. 

BmbMsy to Frederic tnm the EIuid of tlie Crimea— His DilTenoeee yntM 
Ronia— His Relations with England— He is offered Ibe Sovereignty 
of Corsica— Iroprisonment of Baron Trenck— Predoric visits Holland 
— Treaty between England and Russia— Rnssia and Austria excite 
Hostility againat Frederic— Reasons of Maria Theresa Ibr venturing 
on the Seven Years' War— Character of the Emperor Francis— De- 
velopment of the hostile Views of Austria, Russia, and Saxony against 
Ftederie — FVederie acquires a Knowledge of ths nans of bis Enemies 
—He decides upon, the Invasion of Saxony. 

The fame of the great qualities of Frederic, which 
had now spread far and wide, occasioned his receiv- 
ing about this time a singular embassy. The Khan 
of the Crimea in 1750 sent to Berlin an ambassador 
named Mustapha, who was charged to assure the 
Prussian monarch of his master's anxiety for his 
friendship and willingness to assist him by any 
means in his power. Frederic was most gracious to 
the Mussulman envoy; and after entertaining him 
splendidly, sent him away much contented with his 
reception.* 

During the year 1753 Frederic was much occupied, 
as he had indeed been ever since the year 1750, in 
negotiations to prevent the Archduke Joseph from 
being elected King of the Romans. The election 
was urged by the court of Vienna, in concert with 
that of Englsmd.f Frederic announced his objections 
to the measure in a circular letter which he addressed 
to the different electors. These consisted in cita- 
tions from the laws of the empire, and reasonings 
founded upon them and applied to the circumstances 
of the time ; but his real objection consisted in his 
anxiety to prevent the further aggrandizement of the 
house of Austria. The activi^ and BbiUiy of the 

* Vie do Rrederie H. t ibii. 
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Kin^ of Prussia, supported as they were by the in- 
fluence of the court of France, succeeded in delaying 
the election of a King of the Romans ; trnt the op- 
position raised by him upon this occasion added 
greatly to the bitterness of feeling against Prussia 
entertained by the imperial family, and assisted in 
laying the foundation of the long and bloody struggle 
which afterward took place.*^ 

Frederic also found himself involved in differences 
with a power as formidable to him as Austria, namely, 
Russia. He had permitted himself some sarcastic 
remarks upon the habits and propensities of the Era- 
press Elisabeth, which made that sovereign his per- 
sonal enem^'- As, however, the ministers of the 
czarina, beginning with the Chancellor Bestuchew, 
were in the highest degree venal, the King of Prus- 
sia was enabled for the present to avert the storm 
which was gathering in that quarter. But the bad 
intentions continued, though as yet they did not lead 
to action. 

Nor were the relations of the Prussian monarch 
with England at this moment of the most friendly 
description. Frederic complained that certain Prus- 
sian vessels had been seized and plundered by Eng- 
lish cruisers: these comf^aints had been referred to 
certain commissioneTS, with whose decision he was 
not contented. He therefore at length declared his 
determination of indemnifying the losses of his sub- 
jects by seizing upon a certain portion of the Sile- 
sian revenues, which were mortgaged for a debt due 
to British merchants. It was in vain that tiie Eng- 
lish civilians proved that this was a gross injustice, 
inasmuch as the mortgage in question had been 
granted in oonsequ^dce of debts due to private indi- 
viduals, and for loans made by them to the Emperor 
Charles the Sixth. Frederic could not be persuaded 
to give up his scheme of indemnity, and George the 

* Dr. TowcnPti M«inoin 9£Ftti»n» UL 
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Second was too mnch afraid for the safety of his 
Hanoverian dominions, — which it was reported his 
nephew of Prossia intended, if the satisfaction he 
demanded was not granted to him, to invade, — ^to risk 
a rupture between the two crowns.* 

In the year 1754 Frederic added to his possessions 
certain lordships belonging to the house of Orange 
in Holland, which he acquired by purchase of the 
Princess-dowager of Orange. It was in this year 
also that the Corsicans, who could no longer support 
the iron yoke of their masters the Genoese, and were 
therefore determined if possible to dehver themselves 
from it, applied to Frederic for assistance, and offered 
him the sovereignty of their island.t It was very 
natural for a sovereign as prudent as the King of 
Prussia, and who was well aware of the little value 
of the island of Corsica, to refuse the offer ; but it is 
not possible to justify his conduct in betraying them to 
their cruel masters. This, however, was the course 
he pursued, as he forthwith acquainted the Genoese 
with the designs of the Corsicans. 

It is impossible to pass over in silence an event 
which happened this year, and which', whatever al- 
lowance we may be inclined to make in consequence 
of our ignorance of the causes which led to it, can- 
not be regarded otherwise than as a stain upon the 
memory of Frederic The imprisonment of Fred- 
eric Baron Trenck in the dungeons of the fortress 
of* Magdeburg, which commenced in 1754 and con- 
tinued for ten years, was an exercise of harsh ar- 
bitrary power for which no adequate excuse can be 
given. 

Trenck was a Prussian of noble family, who had 
early entered into the military service, and had been 
distinguished by Frederic, who placed him in bis 
guards and made him his aidnle-camp. In this cfr> 

* Ttmnanf Memofra of Frederic HI.— Vie de Frederie U— Ristafm it 
H Ctaene de Sept Am, par Frederic n. 
fViBdeFMirienL 
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pacity he followed the king during^ thie second war 
of SUesia. Possessed of the advantages of a fine 
figure, a handsome face, and great bodily force, he 
captivated the heart of Frederic's youngest sister, 
the Princess Amelia, and became her favoured lover. 
This attachment commenced in the year 1743 : the 
date of it is fixed in the Memoirs of Trenck by the 
circumstance he relates which first gave rise to it : 
^ In the winter of 1743 the marriage of the king's 
sister with the King of Sweden was celebrated. One 
day when I mounted the guard of honour near her 
person to escort her to Stettin, in the midst of the 
tumult which usually accompanies numerous cor* 
t6ges, and while i was actively employed in endeav* 
ouring to preserve good order, my watch was stolen, 
together with a bit of my uniform and the rich fringe 
attached to it, which were cut off. This accident 
amused the ladies, who bantered me a good deal 
about it. At length one of them said, ' Trenck, you 
shall not long have reason to regret the loss you have 
just sustained.' An intelligible expression of the 
eye accompanied these woids, which penetrated me 
with joy and happiness. A few da^s after this 1 
was the most fortunate man in Berkn. We expe- 
rienced both of us all the transports of a first pas* 
sion ; and as the lady of my heart was a person who 
must have inspired to any man sentiments of the 
profoundest respect and attachment, I have never 
cursed my misfortunes, though our attachment was 
the first source of the calamities which have over- 
whelmed my life."* 

The reverse in the fortunes of Trenck began im- 
mediately a^r the battle of Soor in 1745, when he 
was arrested by command of the King of Prussia, 
mnd confined in the fortress of Glatz. No cause was 
assigned for this imprisonment ; but it was supposed 
that Frederic had been informed that he had held 

* BUmoira de Fraderie Banrn de Trenck. 
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communications witli his cousin Francis Trenck* 
who commanded the Austrian pandours, and Uiat he 
had betrayed the secrets of the Prussian army to 
him. This suspicion, we are assured by Trenck in 
his Memoirs, was a calumny; and such would 
appear, in all probability, to have been the case : for 
what inducement could a young officer, highly 
favoured by his sovereign, and still more by his 
sovereign's sister, and who was in the certain road 
to riches and honour, have, thus gratuitously to act 
in a dishonounJi>le manner t Trenck was confined 
at Glatz for eighteen months; his imprisonment 
having been lengthened in consequence of his nu- 
merous and daring attempts to escape. At length 
hexlid succeed in effecting his escape ; and entered 
the Russian service, and subsequently tiiat of 
Austria. 

Many years afterward, in 1754, as he was passing 
through Dantzic, he was treacherously given up to 
the Prussian government, and was sent to the for- 
tress of Ma^eburg. Here he was confined for 
nearly ten years, with circumstances of the most 
aggravated cruelty. He was placed in a damp dun- 
geon, loaded with irons of sixty-eight pounds weight, 
almost starved to death, and finally tortured, by being 
waked during his slumbers every half-hour. This 
overwhelming misery did not, however, break his 
spirit: assisted by the pity of the soldiers who 
guarded him, he contrived to send letters to the^ 
Princess AmeUa, and to others of his friends. By 
these means he obtained money, with which he 
bribed the soldiers to procure him files and other 
tools, as well as light, pens, and paper. His various 
attempts to escape are very curious, as well as the 
herculean labours he went through, in the progress 
of them. Suffice it to say, no one of them was 
successful; but that he was finally released, towards 
the end of the year 1763, partly from the representa^ 
tions to her brother of the Princess Amelia, and 
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partly in consequence of his having sncceeded in 
bribing the imperial minister at Berlin, who demanded 
his liberty, as an officer in the A ustrian service. 

He afterward passed a turbulent and discon- 
tented life ; always engaged in lawsuits and discus- 
sions respecting' jthe succession of his cousin Fran- 
cis Trenck ; which ought to have descended to him, 
bnt was, by treachery and chicanery, usurped by 
others. He became at different times a wine-mer- 
chant, an editor of a newspaper, and an author of 
German poetry. At the commencement of the 
French revolution he came to Paris, where he was 
guillotined during the reign of terror.* 

Trenck would appear to have been a man of bra- 
very, ability,Bnd honour ; but turbulent, discontented, 
and quarrelsome. His Memoirs are curious, though 
many of the descriptions he gives in them are proba- 
bly exaggerated. A veil of mystery hangs over his 
fate, which none can penetrate. Whether the dread- 
ful rigour exercised against him by Frederic, and 
which, undoubtedly, was intended to cause his death, 
was occasioned by the king's general notion of his 
being a turbulent and dangerous character ; whether 
it was the punishment of his being a deserter; 
n^hether it arose from the persuasion of Frederic 
that he had betrayed the secrets of the Prussian 
army to their enemies ; or whether the connexion 
between Trenck and the Princess Amelia was the 
ground of offence ; — whether one or all of these cir- 
cumstances operated to occasion the relentless en- 
mity shown by the Prussian monarch towards 
Trenck, it is impossible to determine. But what- 
ever was the cause of such barbarity, nothing can 
be urged as an excuse for it. The imprisonment of 

* He went to execution with firmness, and even gA7^> Obserrini; 
file crowd press forward with curiosity, he cried oat, ** Eh hien ! de qooi 
vons ^meryeillec Tons ? Ceci n'est qteune comMie A la Robespierra.'t^ 
Bioffraphie UniTerselle. 

I.— Fp 
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Trenck must ever remain a blot upon the fair fame 
of the sovereign who willed it. 

In the summer of 1755 the King of Prussia, ac- 
companied by Colonel Balbi and a single servant, 
made a journey, incognito, into Hol&id. They 
first went to Cleves, and proceeded from thence by 
Nimeguen to Amsterdam. Here Frederic employed 
himself in inspecting very minutely the dock-yards, 
harbour, and shipping; and also in viewing the pri- 
vate collections of pictures with which that city 
abounds. Among those he visited was that of a 
merchant of the name of Brankamp. This gentle- 
man was not at home when Frederic arrived ; and his 
wife obliged the visiter to take off his shoes, and walk 
about her rooms in lus stockings, for fear of his dirty- 
hig them ! As the King of Prussia soon found that 
his presence at Amsterdam was becoming known, he 
did not stay long there ; but returned, by the way 
he came, to Potsdam.* 

At tys time the storm was gathering throughout 
Europe which was destined, in a few short months, 
to burst in the desolation of universal war over the 
most civilized portion of the globe. The position 
of the King of Prussia became every day more dan- 
gerous and difficult. The English and French were 
just gone to war, about the limits of their North 
American possessions. George the Second was, 
however, in a paroxysm of fear, lest he should be 
punished as Elector of Hanover for the hostile 
measures he was adopting as King of England. He 
therefore employed himself at Hanover, where he 
now was, in negotiations to avert such a catastro* 
phe.f " One subsidiaiy treaty with Hesse was hur- 
ried on ; another with Russia, to keep the King of 
Prussia in awe: while, to sweeten him again, a 

» 

* Towers** Memoirs of Frederic HI. 
t Memoirs of the last Ten Years of the Reign of George the 
I7 Horaea Walpole Eaxl of Orfiird. 
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match was negotiated for his niece, the Princess of 
Brunswick, with the Prince of Wales.* In short, 
a factory was opened at Herenhausen, where ever^ 
petty ■ prince that could muster and clothe a regi« 
ment might traffic with it to advantaffe.'^t 

The treaty between the King of England and 
Russia stipulated, that in case the electoral do- 
minions of his Britannic majesty in Germany should 
be invaded on account of interests or disputes 
which regarded his kingdoms, her imperial majesty 
was to furnish him with a body of troops, consisting 
of 40,000 infantry, with the necessary artillery, and 
15,000 cavalry, and also forty or fifty galleys, with 
the necessary crews. These succours were to be 
furnished whenever they should be applied for by 
the King of England, who was to pay to the Empress 
of Russia a subsidy of 100,000/. a year, for four 
years; but while the. Russian troops were engaged 
in actual service, the. isubsidy was- to be raised to 
500,000/. annually. Or the other hand, his Britannic 
majesty, if Russia was attacked, was to send s 
squadron of ships of war into the Baltic, to assist 
hef.J. 

These conditions gave great umbrage to the King 
of Prussia, who immediately gave. orders to his 
miiiisters at ail the courts in Europe, to declare that 
he would resist, to the utmost of his po weir, the in- 
troduction of any foreign* troops; into theiempirey 
upon what pretence soever sent; .' This resolute lan- 
guage was heard with great dissatisfaction by the 
courts of England and Russia, and even .by that of 
France, though at that time friendly to Prussia; the 
French government having it at that moment in con- 
templsttion' to march an army into. Germany; with 
which view-they'h'ad already coUectedisereral con- 
siderable bodies of troops on the frontiers of the 

* A.Aerw«nl George the Thirl This matilmooial pn^eet mm 
■boDdoDed. 
tLmlOdteiL t TV>wera*« Mflmoira of Frederfe m. 
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empire, and had actually erected l^rge magazines in 
Westphalia. 

Meanwhile, the sovereigns that were the least 
well-disposed to the King of Prussia fomented ac 
tively, by intrigues and money, the spirit of hostility 
which was already commencing against him. Of 
these the most bitter in their feelings were the two 
empresses who ruled the vast territories of Russia 
and Austria. The Empress Elizabeth had been per- 
sonally offended, as has been before mentioned, by 
the sarcasms of Frederic upon her habits and 
morals, and thought the moment was now come to 
take vengeance upon him. Mma Theresa had even 
still more legitimate grounds of. offence against the 
Prussian monarch, from the issue of the first t^o 
wars of Silesia. The loss of that province still 
rankled in her breast ; and she also was of opinion 
that the present conjimcture of affairs was afavour* 
able one to overwhelm her hitherto successful rival> 
and to recover her ancient territories.* 

Among other reasons which encouraged the em* 
press-queen to venture into the war which she was 
now about to undertake, the prosperous state of her 
territories, and of the revenues derived from them, 
was undoubtedly an important one.f By good man- 
agement and ameliorations in the fiscal system of 
her dominions, she had been enabled to raise a mnch 
larger income from her people than her father* 
Charles the Sixth, had ever done ; though that mon- 
arch had possessed provinces, and even kingdoms,:^ 
which were lost to his daughter. Added to this, 
her husband, the Emperor Francis, was a specu- 
lating miser, who stooped to any means^and conde- 
scended to any business, which might augment his 
riches. These, when acquired, he lent upon high 
interest and good security to his wife's governmenU 



* ArcheDlioIz, BBstoire de la Gaerre de Sept Aim. 
1 1¥4, t Naples^ Serria, Siletift. 
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Indeed, as she never allowed him to interfere with 
politics, the love of money became his only amuse- 
ment. " Surrounding him with the frightfulest 
maids of honour she could select, she permitted him 
to hoard what she never let him have temptation or 
opportunity to squander."* He drew great sums 
from his Tuscan dominions, and even, it is said, 
conveyed away from Florence and sold many of 
the jewels which had been collected and placed in 
the ducal treasure by his predecessors, the magnifi- 
cent Medici. The sums derived from these sources 
were employed by Francis in commercial specu- 
lations. He established manufactories, and lent 
money upon usurious interest- He undertook the 
commissariat of the imperial army ; and, in conjunc- 
tion with the Count Bolza and a tradesman of the 
name of Schimmelmann, he farmed the customs of 
Saxony ; while, during the year 1766, he engaged 
also to furnish forage and flour to the troops of the 
King of Prussia, who were making war upon his 
wife. 

In this critical state of his affairs it became neces- 
sary for Frederic to strengthen himself by means 
of alliances. Two different ones offered themselves 
to his notice; namely, that of France, between 
which power and himself a treaty actually existed, 
and that of England. With France he was at this 
time much disgusted. The ministers of that court 
had been long inclined to treat Prussia as an inferior 
power, to whom their protection was necessary. 
This language was peculiarly unpalatable to a sove- 
reign who was well aware that it was to his own 
merits alone that he owed the advantages he had 
gained in the late wars ;t ^^^ what made it the more 
so was the conviction he had that this insolence 
was caused by an increasing tendency in the French 
government towards an Austrian alliance. 

* Lord Orfbrd. 

t Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Aiub, par Frederic IL 
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This design was fostered and encouraged by the 
Austrian envoy at Paris, — the Count Kaunitz.* 
This statesman, who was afterward well known to 
Europe under the title of " Prince," and in the situ 
ation of prime minister of the Austrian empire, was 
both assiduous and dexterous.f His grand object 
was the recovery of Silesia to his mistress, and he 
never lost sight of it. He frequently repeated to 
the ministers of Lewis the Fifteenth that the aggran- 
dizement of Prussia was their work, in return for 
which they could expect nothing but ingratitude 
from a prince who was entirely governed by his 
own interest. Skilfully improving the impression 
which he perceived his language l^gan to make, he 
was heard to declare, as if the force of conviction 
had imboldened his sentiments, " that the time was 
now come when the French ought to emancipate 
themselves from the influence of the Kings of F^s- 
sia and Sardinia, and a number of petty princes, who 
studiously sowed dissension between the great 
powers of Europe in order to benefit themselves. 
Excited by their artifices, the courts of Versailles 
and Vienna were continually contriving schemes 
hostile to each other, and hurtful to both ; whereas, 
in conformity to the rules of a just policy, they 
ought rather to adopt such a system of public con- 
duct as would remove every |fround of difiference or 
jealousy, and lay the foundation for a solid and per- 
manent peace." 

These notions had at first appeared altogether ex* 
travagant to a people who, sinc^ the rivalry of 
Francis the First and Charles the Fifth, considered 
the houses of Bourbon and Austria as irreconcileable 
enemies. But, as Kaunitz dexterously seized every 
opportunity of renewing the charge with effect, the 
French ministry began at length to be flattered with 

* Voltaire, Siddc de l4>iils XV. 

t Frederic calls him « Get homme, si firivole dans ses eoAts. et si pra> 
fond dans sea affiiires. o -^ r 
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the idea of two great powers giving law to Europe ; 
and the doctrine of the imperial ambassador gained 
prosel3rtes. Lord Tyrconnel, French envoy at 
Berlin, frequently talked ostentatiously of the mde- 
pendence of the great powers; and ovl one occasion 
forgot himself so far as to boast, ^ that should the 
Kii^ of Prussia equivocate but ever so little, France 
woi2d withdraw her protection; in which case he 
must infallibly be crushed."* 

These and similar insulting speeches had un- 
doubtedly their effect upon the King of Prussia; but 
he was too wise a sovereign to be guided exclusively 
by feelings of irritation. What ii&uenced him con- 
siderabl^r in the decision he was now called upon to 
make with regard to the alliance to be preferred, 
was the profound contempt he with reason enter- 
tained for the French government. This was now 
in the hands of. Madame de Pompadour, the French 
king's mistress^ — ^a foolish woman, who was much 
flattered by the notice taken of her by the Empress 
Maria Theresa ; and in those of her lover, the Abb6 
de Bemis, afterward cardinal of the same name.f 
The latter was a man of some talent, who wrote 
pretty verses. He was a complete specimen of the 
fashionable abb6 of the time of Lewis the Fifteenth. 
He had occupied himself, not only in the frivolities, 
but also in the shameless debaucheries of that time 4 
and had arrived at his present eminence solely 
through the favour of the king^s mistress. But 
what finally decided the King of Prussia to adopt 
the English alliance was his conviction that the 
court of Russia was more likely to be permanently in- 
fluenced by England than by any other power.^ He 
grounded this opinion upon the information he had 

* Hifltoire de la Ooem de Sept Ans, fMr Frsderie IL 
t Mtaiolrefl poor senrir A la vie de Monsieiv de Voltaire. 
X IMmoures de Caea Nova. 
% CUIUea^ View oftbe Beign oTFkederien. 
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obtuned from his envoys at different courts, as weD 
as from his knowledge of the avarice and venality 
of the Russians; which would lead them to hold 
fast by the friendship of that country which had the 
power of f^ranting them the amplest subsidies.* 

Strong m these views, he hastened his -negotia- 
tions with Ehigland ; and finally concluded a treaty 
with that power on the 16th of January, 1756.t By 
its provisions, the dominions of the contracting sove- 
reigns were reciprocaUy guarantied. Another arti- 
cle provided against the invasion of Germany by 
foreign troops; but by a secret one the Austrian 
Netherlands were excepted from this arrangement, 
finally, a small sum| was granted as an indemnity 
to the Prussian m^jrchants for the captures made by 
the English during .he former war.^ 

Meanwhile, the ^vemment of France became 
more and more unwilling, as the contingency seemed 
to grow more probable, to lose entirely the friend- 
ship and assistance of the Prussian monarch. Thej 
were aware, to a certain degree, of the doubts which 
had ensted in his mind as to the course he was to 
pursue ; and they imagined that the best method of 
reattaching him to their alliance was to send him an 
embassy which might at once please and flatter him. 
With tms view, the Duke of Nivemois was appointed 
ambassador to Berlin, whose mission is thus shortly 
described by Voltaire : — " The Kinr of France, anx- 
ious to conciliate Frederic, sent to him the Duke of 
Nivemois, a man of talent, and who himself wrote 
pretty verses. The embassy of a duke and peer, and 
of a poet, it was thought would flatter the vanity 
and the taste of Frederic. But the latter laughed at 
the King of France ; signed his treaty with England 

* HistolrB de la Guerre de Sept Am, par Frederic H. 

t GUUea^l View oflbe Reign of Frederic n. 

z Twenty thooMmd pounds. 

i Hiatoirede la Guerre deSepCAas, par FVe^erielL 
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the yery ds^r the ambassador arrived at Berlin; 
played off with great civility the duke and peer ; and 
wrote an epigram against the poet."* 

The fact was, that the ratification of the English 
treaty arrived at Berlin during the residence of the 
Duke of Nivemois in that city.f Nivemois was in- 
structed to incite Frederic to the invasion of Hanover, 
and to offer him as a reward the sovereignty of the 
desert island of Tobago.]: Frederic smiled at this 
singular offer, and entreated the duke to find some 
pe|rson fitter than himself to be the governor of the 
Island of Barataria ! He concluded the conferences 
by showing the ambassador his treBty with Eng- 
land.^ Nivemois, upon this, left Berlin; and the 
outciy at the court of Versailles against Frederic- 
for deserting his friends became very great. Yet 
the sovereign of Prussia had, undoubtedly, a full 
right to choose for himself those allies whom he 
thoiight would be the most able and willing to afford 
to him and his country that effectual support which 
was necessary to enable him to exist through the 
awful contest into which he was about to enter. 

He had been for some time aware that the hostile 
intentions of Austria, Russia, and Sakony.were of 
no ordinary kind; but that secret agreements ex- 
isted between them for the division and appropria- 
tion of his territories upon the first favourable occa- 
sion. Under such circumstances, it became not 
only his interest but his duty to make friends with 
those powers who were the most able to assist him ; 
and, acting upon this principle with great ability, he 
surely deserves our praise instead of our censure. 
Besides, the French aUiance was on the point of 



* M^mdrea pour servir 4 la Vie de M. de Voluure. 

t Gillies'a View of the Reign of Frederic n. 

i After tbe war of 1740, the French e^oTernnient had giren Tobago to 
the Bfarahai de Saxe. Am, however, this acraagement was diapleaoinf 
to the English, it was finally decided that the island should remain a 
trt. and not be cnltivated by any nation: 

$ uistoirede la Guerre de Sept AnSk par FreieiielL 
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expiring ; so that Frederic had neither abaiAdoned an^ 
promise, nor forfeited his honour by preferring that 
of England to a renewal of the former one with 
France. •• The French, however, would not listen 
to reason upon this subject. They talked of nothing 
but the defection of the King of Prussia, who aban- 
doned perfidiously his ancient allies : and the coKH 
launched out into such angry reproaches that it be- 
came obvious they were not likely to confine their 
resentment to mere words.*^* 

The knowledge of the alliance of Frederic with 
England helped to strengthen the friendly inter* 
course which had for some time been increasing 
between France and the empress-queen, and to hurry 
on the negotiations. On the 6tn of May, 1756, a 
defensive suliance was concluded between these two 
great powers; of which the principal article was 
a mutual eng^aigement to assist each other with 
twenty-four Uiousand men, in case the dominions 
of either should be attacked. This treaty was prin 
cipally the work of the Abb^ de Bemis, who thus, 
with a stroke of his pen, put an end at once to the 
course of French policy with regard to Austria 
which had been pursued since the days of Richelieu.t 

The Austrians now began more openly to collect 
large bodies of troops. Two armies were stationed 
in Bohemia: one at Koenigsgratz, under the com- 
mand of Prince Piccolomini; the other at Prague, 
under that of Marshal Braun. At the same time, 
the Russians formed a camp in Livonia of 50,000 
men. The Saxon army, thus far, only amounted to 
18,000 men ; but it was m a course of augmentation.^ 
Frederic, who was always well informed of the 
plans of his enemies by means of the treachery of 
some of their agents,^ discovered that Russia did 

* Hittoire de la Ouerre de Sept Ans, par Frederic IL 
t Gillies'8 View oftbe Reign ofFrederie H. 
i Hifltoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par FMdaiielL 
t in tUa ease it was a Sazon coiiMiia. 
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not mean to commence hostilities during this yean 
in consequence of her fleet not being ready; but 
that she had promised to make vigorous exertions 
early in the ensuing spring.* In consequence of 
this intefligence, he contented himself with sending 
a small force into Pomeranian which might operate, 
in case of necessity, with the Marshal Lehwald, who 
commanded at Kcenigsberg. At the same time he 
prepared tlie great mass of his troops for other 
objects.! 

He also, by the same channel, found out that the 
empress-queen intended to make use of a most ri* 
diculous pretext as a reason for commencing the 
war. The Prussians had been accustomed to re- 
cruit some of their regiments in the duchy of Mecklen- 
burg: this privilege, which had been long exercised, 
was opposed by the duke. Frederic had easily 
brought nim to reason; and the affair, in itself most 
insignificant, was now forgotten.! The court of 
Vienna had, however, determined to treat it as a 
violation of the treaty of Westphalia, and, as such, 
to require all the powers who were parties to that 
treaty to join in chastising the insolence of Prussia.^ 

* Htetoire de la Guerre de 8«pt Ana, par Frederic 11. 
t i»»i. XWA, 

^ Count Hertzberg, the Pmsaian etateaman, tbaa wboia no on« 
was more accurately informed respecting ihe secrets of diplomacy of 
tbia time, having been himself the person who composed and publiahed 
the apologetic memoir founded upon the original despatches of the 
Austrian and Saxon ministers, found at Dresden, baa the following re- 
markable passage respecting the conduct of his master in plunging into the 
seren yean^ war i—** It was clear, flrom the original despatelkea of those 
ministers, that eventual projects of war and spoliation with regard to 
Prussia existed ; but as they were only erentuid, and supposed the con- 
dition of the King of FrassialB giving oocaaion for a war, it will always 
remain problematical whether they would ever have been executed, and 
whether It would hare been more dangerous to hare waited for their 
execution, than to faaTe fofestalled them. However thia mav be, the 
curiosity of the king, and the treachery of a Saxon clerk, waalndnbita- 
bly the immediate cause of that terrible seven yeara' war which baa 
immortalised Frederic the Seeond and the Prussian nation, but which 
also rery nearly ruined the state, and brought it to the brink ef destme- 
tion.^'-Mdmoire Histori^oe aur la denvdre Annie de la Vie de Frederio 
11. BoftdePrusse. 
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Frederic, upon this intelligence»and these demon- 
strations, demanded, as a matter of form, from Maria 
Theresa, to know whether her intention was peace or 
war. To this (question he received, through Kaunitz, 
now become pnme minister, evasive answers. Aware 
as he was of the real intentions of the confederates, 
these subterfuges did not deceive him ; and he de- 
termined at once, with that boldness of decision and 
ability of execution which always distinguished lum, 
to forestall the designs of his enemies, by attacking 
them, and invading their territories, before their ar- 
mies and their measures were still more united than 
they were at present. With this view he signified 
to the court of Vienna that he considered their 
answer as'a declaration of war; and then prepared 
to invade Saxony, the possession and resources of 
which were essentially necessary for the furtherance 
of his future designs. 

Thus commenced that tremendous and protracted 
contest, the most unequal, to all appearance, that 
ever was waged; and yet in which the weaker 
party was, tlurough the merits of its commander, 
eventually most gloriously successful. Voltaire ob- 
serves, in speaking of it, ''Louis the Fourteenth 
has been admired for having resisted the united 
forces of Germany, England, Italy, and Holland. 
But we have seen in our day an event incomparably 
more extraordinary than that. A Margrave of 
Brandenburgh, alone and single-handed,^ offer sue. 
cessful resistance to the house of Austria, France, 
Russia, Sweden,* and the greater part of Germany. 
This is a prodigy, which can only be attributed to 
the discipline of the troops, and the superiority of 
the general who conducts them. Chance may gain 
a single battle ; but when a weak power resists so 

*.Tbe aceeaslon of Sweden to the league against Frederic was oeca* 
■ioned by a revolution wbieh had taken place in that canotry. This 
bad deprired the king and bis wift (aister of the Pruaaian monarch) of 
all power, and placed it In the handa of the senate, who were entirebr 
devoted to Franca 
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many strong ones, for the space of seven years, and 
in an open country, and is able to repair the greatest 
reverses^ — ^this cannot be the work of good-fortune. 
It is, indeed, in this point that the war we are about 
to treat of differed from all which had hitherto deso* 
lated the world.*^ 

' Voltaire, SMele de Looto XV. 
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